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PREFACE

THE learned and ingenious author of
the following LETTERs, has been long
in pofleflion of a feat on Parnaffus, in
confequence of her elegant PoEms, by
which fhe has gained immortal reputa-
tion. Thefe were printed at different
times in France, and at length collc&ted
in Two Volumes, and publifhed at Lyons
in 1764. The Firft contains her Paradis
Terreftre, imitated from MiLToN 3 Les
Amazons, a Tragedy, atted in 1748
the Templs of Fame, imitated from Mr
PorE ; a Poem which obtained the prize

‘A2 at
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v PREFACE.
at.the Academy of Rowem, where this

gallic SappHo was born; Mifcellaneous

Pieces 3 and a Funeral Oration on Prince
EvcenE, written in Italian by Cardinal

Passioner, and tranflated by this Lady

into French. The Second comprehends

the Colombiade, an Epic Poem on the

difcovery. of the new world, in which

Curistopurr CoLuMBus figures as her

hero; and the Confpiracy of Walftein,

tranflated from the French of M. Sara.

.z1n .into Italian, The merit of thefe
performances gained this Lady a feat in

the Academies of Padua, Bologna, Rome,

~and Lyons. 1In fhort, the judgment pafled
on them by connoiffeurs, and the dif-

ferent elogiums of them echoed from
all parts of Europe, are fo well known,

that one muft be quite a ftranger in the

republic of letters not to have heard of

them. .

“To the Two Volumes of Poems, Ma-

dam Du Bocace was afterwards per-
‘ fuaded

- L
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PREFACE v

fuaded to add a Third, contammg LET-
TERs to her Sifter, during her Travels in
England, Holland, and Italy. Thofe con«
cerning the two former countries are
dated in 1750, and thofe on the latter
in 1757. They are penned with an art-
lefs fimplicity, free from the leaft ap-
pearance of affeGtation or ftudy: yet they
abound with delicacy of tafte and fcnt;-
ment, with natural ftrokes of genius,
and with ftrong marks of penetranon and
difcernment,  Her ftile is lnvely and ani-
mated, her manner of viewing objecs.
new and interefting, her refleions folid, -

“her. defcriptions px&urefquc.v But her

attention is more engaged with the paint-

_ing of manners and cuftoms, than with

the defcription of towns and _palaces.
Obje&s of this kind, with which the re-
lations of modern travellers abound, are
here only flightly touched upon, except .
when they happen to prefent us with
fomething new and engaging. She feems
to have Mad no intention of entering

a into . .



vt FREFACE,

dnto a’ circumftantial detail, but only of

‘drawing foch fketches of the grand ob-
jeéts, as{he thought moft def¢rving of
the public notice. Her colaurings and
-finetouches dicover the hand of a firft rate
genius. As the went abroad with'a view
of improving by the obfervation of fo-
reign manners, fhe appears no way preju-
diced in favour of the cuftoms of her own
country. ‘The manner fhe exprefis her-
felf in with regard to the Englifh nation,
“will ever do honour to her jadgment and
impartiality. - In particular, the encomi-
ums which fhe pafies on-the learning,
‘wit and pelitenefs of the Earl of Cugs-
TERFIELD, cannot fail of meeting with

the univerfal approbatien of readers of all

claffes and ftations-in life,

. Her LxTTERS, however, on [laly, are
undoubtedly the moft interefting ; in de-
Aeribing that country fhe-is exact and
.methadical, and enlivens her nartative
wuh anecdotes and curfous details. Thus

the

e — e ——
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P-REF A CE. vir-

-fhe gives a new. turn to a fubject which

one would imagine to be exhaufted; .a
fubject however that perhaps will never
be perfe&ly known, according to the ob-

fervation of a.learned critic*, but by

means of thefe Letters. There are. few

objeéts worthy the attention of a judicious .

obfcrver, -which we do not.find pointed
out in thefe Letters, or particularly de-
fcribed. - We travel in imagination with
the agreeable rover, and follow her foot-
fteps with a fort of ineffable pleafure, that
leaves no room for laffitude. Her mo-
tiorr is light and rapid, and her narrative
fo concife.and expreflive, that it would
be fcarce poflible to abridge it, without
ftripping it of fomc part of its native
graces. '

“But it is particularly at Rome, that

every thing feemed to engage our fair

author’s attention : fhe contemplates ‘its
- a2 .- . - various

'"7',,";“"‘ Journal dés Scavans for the ix:xbnth'o}")/'l‘é}cg,

Y1565,
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Y4rious beauties with aftonithment, and
defcribes them with a rapture of enthu.
fiafm. The monuments of the polite
arts and of antiquity, the magners, cuf-
toms, and’ ufages of the inhabitants, all
come under her examination, and nothing
efcapes the accuracy of her pencil. With

“fo great a fhare of tafte and paffion for
‘the polite arts, it was impoffible but this
“Lady muft have been enchanted with
‘that once miftrefs of the world: and .
"when we add to this the honourable re-
“ceptnon fbe et with among perfons of )

" the’very higheft:dignity and rank, it is
naural to think fhe was extreniely loth
“ to quit fo agreeable a refidence. ¢ The
dxﬁmgunﬂxed manner, fays a very inge-
mous writer *, in which Cardinal Pas-

" uomax l'CCClVCd Madam DuBocage, his

aﬁlduous

il @M, D¥ GrosLey, aothor of a!moft ‘lemed
ye hnd dmeertaiping work, intitled, New O&/emwm:

pa ﬂa{y and its inbabitants, by tawo Swedifth Gmtlo-
‘he above quotation is from vol. I1. pi'f7o.

"in thc tranflation publithed by Mr Lockysr Davis.




PREFACE, X

affiduous attendance on her, his eagernefs
to bring herinto the beft companies, had
excited. the aftonilhment of all Rome.
The Roman. Ladies were not.a little
Ppiqued at feeing a French woman triumph
over a man, who had never fhewn the
leaft regard to the fex, and who in no very
obliging terms, roundly made known to

_them the reafon of his giving this Lady

the preference. . The Pope did not fail
to avail himfelf of this extraordinary )
change : when the Cardinal went out in

- his coach with Madam Dv Becact, he
. took care to be at the window, ,and gave

- them repeatedly his benediction, faying, he

~ had even declared himfelf the Cardinal’s

rival, and pretending to be as good a

* judge of the Lady’s merit as hrmfe]f
. The eagernefs, with wh:ch thefe two
- O&ogenarians vied with each other in

this intercourfe, rendeged it fomewhat

- more than entertaining 1o .the; charming

“"object of it, who, if we may judge-by

the rquc& ihcwn her in’ aﬂ plaﬁes, 4nd

s rby

-



%  PREFACHE"

by .the prefents the received -from . the
Pope at her departure, .was ueatgd as .2
Frincefs. The Cardinal has more than

once faid to me-upon occalion of eur

taking the.air in the piazza of St PETER :
“ Here Madam Du Bocaae, and I have
« often walked -together; I :was :her
‘. Squire. Al thefo fcoundrels faid that
%1 was:in Jove with her ; .and indeed
*¢ they fiid no more than what was true :
¢ but it was.not the beauty.or. attra@ives
* of the fex, . that I loved in her;. it was
¢ the eafe-and affability peculiar to her
“ nation, -heightened by her. erudition,
¢ and dignified by her uncommon. abie
o ligies.,” <

The Portrait prefixed to this Volume,
is taken:from a painting done by Made-
moifelle Loir : the elegant infcription,
FormaVenvs, Arte Minerva, happily
exprefes the graces which embellith the
figure, and the wit and learning fo con.
fpicuous in this Lady’s productions: We

e may
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PREFACE %t
may properly conclude this account of .
the portrait and the original, with Mon-
fieur ALLEMAND’S beautiful verfes on

the publication of the Tragedy of the
Amazons.

Dum canit innocuos Zvz Bocacia lufus,
In paradifiacos me rapit Eva locos.
Dum canit Antiopes Scytbicas Bocacia flammas,
In Scythiam Antiopes captus amore feror.
At dum fe ipfa offert oculis Bocacia noftris,
Qualis ab oceano, Puosse, redire foles ;
Nec Scythie campos, paradifi nec moror hortos,
Nec placet Antiope, nec placet Eva parens.
Lessia, Amaxenibus vitam vocemque dedifti,
Ut placeant, oculos, Lzss1a, junge tuot.
Thus tranflated.
Whilft Du Bocace the joys of Eden fings,
Full to my view all paradife fhe brings;
Whilft fhe relates the lames midft Scyrbian fnows,
With which Artiope’s fair bofom glows,
Strack with the #mazon’s deluding fight,
To Scpthia’s coaft I wing my rapid flight.
But when Bocack herfelf ftands forth confeft, .
Like Puoenus rifing from his bed of reft, ~  *
The groves of Eden, and the Scyrbian thore,  ° >
AnTtiors and Eve can pleafeno more: - .
To Amazons fair Lesnia life fupplies; ',
Snll they want charms to pleafe without her eyes.

LETTERS
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LETTER S &
| LETTETR L

To my Siffer *.

London, April 15 1750. ) _

DID not write to you during my jour-
ney, my dear Sifter ; we travelled with
too much hurry and confufion ; we were

fatigued three days by riding poft ; eight hours *
tormented by the tofling of a ftormy fea; and
four and twenty jolted in a wretched coach
from Deal to London.. '
_ You will probably afk me, why wedid not
land at Dover # Know then, that a terrible
apprehenfion of finding the time hang heavy
on our hands at Calais, made us quit it when
the weather was doubtful. . It foon ceafed to
befo; the winds and the. rain redoubled :
‘Though the ftorm we underwent well deferves
a poetical defcription, I fhall not vainly at-
tempt to give one; what could I do after our
great poets ? The truth from my pen wauld
not be equa] to their fitions. Let me then
fimply declare,' that the infernal noife of. the
Vor. 1. v B ~ waves,

* Widow of Monfieur Du PR &0, Counfellor of the
Pailiament of Paris.



2 "LETTER L
wanes, the tackle and tha failars, apd the
conftant oppreflion at my heart, prevented
me. from exprefling my fears: My griefs
were fucceeded by the moft excruciating
ideas. What, faid I to myfelf, fhall I no-
more fee my Sifter, nor my Friends, whom
1 forfook ? Shrall I mot even fee England, to
vifit which was the intention of my voyage ?
My friends will blame my indifcreet curiofity,-
and will foon forget me.

Whilt T gave myfelf up to thefe melan«
choly refleétions, the Pilot came, and faid tp
me abruptly, ¢¢You cannot enter the harbour
¢ of Dyver till to-morrow morning, the féa
¢ is toa high; if you cheoft it, we will ge€
 you 2 fmall veflel to carry you to-Deal, 2
o K’tde’ port at the diftance of two leagues.”

. Ap eager defire to be extricated out of our
perplexity made us accepr this fad- prepofal,
The Captain took mie into his arms: to help
me into the boat, which the waves con-
ftantly drove from the veffel; fo that a flip
which he made upon*the ladder obliged him
to let go : by good luck, inftead of falling
into the water, I found myfelf alore upon
- this fkiff in the midft- of the rowers,. at
the mercy of the waves, and trembling with
fear left Mr Du BocacE fhould nat
be able to come to me. He caufed our bag-
gege to be-let down, and with horror faw
me overwhelmed with the waves that kept
off theboat,, My fear redoubled ;- the rowers
» o brought

o p—p— — N e, e o



By Maa’aﬁi Dv BVO'C"AGE. 5

'br(mght me back; he made new efforts to
come to me, and at laft {ucceeded. :

Upon changing the veflel; I took heart =
a momenit’s tranquillity compofed my fpirits:
1 defcried a little fiset, two veflels of which
perifhed whilft they doubled a cape in order
to enter the Thaimes. This fight, which had
a horrid cffect, appeared as a dream to my
agitated foul. :

I was extricated out of it by a new mis-~
fortune. In the lictle port which we fought,
the water being too low prevénted the boats-
from entering. The Sailors, or if you will,,
Ttitons, walking up to the knees in the fed,
condu@ed us to the fhore. Judge of my
earneft defire to'change my wet clothes, tho’
none were arrived at my inn, where I was
perifhing with cold, hunger, and féar, being.
alone with my chamber-maid DucasTEL,
who was in a$ great diforder as myfelf.—
Twenty Sailors and Porters, whofe langnage .
I did ndt underftand, importuned me for mrib-
ney to drink ; the Officefs éxamined our cof.
fers at the Cuftom-houfe; where my fellow-
traveller curfed them, and paid them, that
they might make the more hafte, In fine;
in about an hour’s time I'contrived to dry my
clothes. But whilft the veflel; which now lay -
at a confiderable diftance, was ip fuch dif-
tréfs, we quite’ forgot our provifions; the.
phlace fupplied but little, our wretched lodg-.
ing. was htwever better than could be found
S B2 in
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in France at fuch a place. 'We were highly

fatisfied both with our fupper and our bed.
It is cuftomary when we would reprefent
people as poﬁ'el?ed of happinefs, to fay, that
they are in the fame ftate with travellers after
a voyage. There is always fome truth inold
proverbs 3 but we purchafed our happinefs
too dear; I do not with you may enjoy the
fame : it was followed by our luckily meet-
ing with a hired coach near the town of Deal,
which carried “us to Canterbury to dinner,
where we faw the Cathedral, a great, gothic

building, ere&ed upon a fubterraneous Church-

whieh-is ftill darker, and appears to me bet-
ter adapted’ to holy myfteries. Fhe Druids
and Pagan Priefts did not light out their
femples to excefs, and herein they were right.
The chriftian temples, excepting only thofe
of modern building, are all alike, fo I fhall
fay no more at prefent of the church of ‘Can-
terbury. ’ '

- We left this city in order to make the beft
of our way to Rochefter, where we eat excel-
lent oifters, and flept well. In the motning
we were ferved with bread, butter and tea,
though' we did not defire it. The travellers
who were with us faid that.it was cuftomary
to pay this breakfaft, and to eat without be-
ing hungry, in order to do honour to the
inns, where évery thing. is indeed very good,:

and equally dear. - The Englifb in their fits’
- . of postical phrenzy, which they call amorqus

moments,




By Madam Du Bocace. 5

‘moments, are apt to fcrawl verfes with char-

coal upon the walls of the rooms where they
eat. Here are fome worthy of the place and
the fubje&, which to divert you I tranflated
into French, whilft we were waiting till the
horfes were put to.

Damon diten mangeant d’un Chefler*® pleindemites,
Tel que Samson, j'en tue un mille en un moment :

Il eft vrai lui repond MeL1TES ;

Tu te fers du méme inftrumeng.

Eating a mity cheefe, elate wath pnde,
. I Samson-like flay thoufands, Damon cry'd:
-To him MeL1TEs quick reply’d, "Tis true,
And the fame weapon ferv’d both him and you.

Rocke, _/Ier, which is very populous, is a
]eague in length, and has a confiderable port.
From thence to the metropolis we met with
fields which bloom with the frefheft verdure;
numerous flocks of theep of a larger fize than
ours, and peafants who appear to be in better
circumftances, ‘The inns and country houfes
are neat, but not magnificent. We took no=
tice of one remarkably elegant oppofite to
Greenwich, from whence we difcovered a
foreft of maﬁs which cover the Thames. A
foalifh fellow being once told of the fine ap-
pearance they made, complained that they
prevented him from feeing the fhore. ,

B3 . A

.
tox,

*# A fort of chéefe much eficemed in Englond,
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. At the footof the hill, whichicommandss

aved and badly built, leads to the motrope-
ﬁs,* which makes no magnificent appearance.
1a the new buildings where we live, and in
the neighbourhood of the coart, the: ftreets
are broader, and the houfes better adorned.
When we have feen their inhabitants I fhal}
Five you an account of them.

fine profpelt,  fabuch of great length, badly

LETTER IL-
Loudan, 4pril 8, 37350,

I Promifed you, my dear Sifter, to amufe
the folitary hours yoeu fpend in yeur coun-
tiy-feat, witz a narrative of my advencures,
Our friendfhip renders them important tq
you. ‘There is as much agitation and hursy
in my life, as there is tranquillity in yours,
i,am' quite taken up with my toilet, with
meflages and vifits. Fifeeen or twenty Ladies
-of the firft quality have done me the favour to
be beforehand with me, It is cuftomary here
for thofe to wham any one is recommended,

‘4o intreat their friends to. vifit the ftranger,

before the is prefented to them. My Lady
.ALgEN, and Miftrefs CLEVELAND, womeén
‘of great wit, to wham Mr DE CHAvVIGN],
«formerly our Minifter.at Lendon, was fo good
*as to write in my favour, were kind enough
RIREEE . tq




By Madam D v BocAtE. 7

sto conduct me. 1 immediately paid my re-
. fpects to our ambafladrefs, who did us the hoa
.nour to invite us to dine with ‘her the next
day. We accepted of her. invitation, aud
. fhall endeavour to deferve her kindnefs. Her
meritis equal ta her birth, and her rank.pro-
cures her all the pleafure which fhe can enjoy
in this place. Routs, which begin at feven
_o’clock and end at eleven, conclude the plea-
_:Jures of theday. The Engli/b lately borrowed
this cuftom from the Italians; but they have
.not, like them, fpacious palaces; and this
occafions great conftraint to their company.
In the merning, breakfafts, which enchant
s much by the exquifite viands, as by the
_sichnefs of the plate in which they are feiv
up, agreeably bring together both. the peo;j:l:
of the country and ftrangers. We breakfafted
an this manner to-day at'Lady MoNTAGU’s,
.in a clofec lined with painted paper of Pekin,
and furnifhed with the choiceft moveables of
China : A long table, covered with the fineft
linen, prefented to the view a thoufand glit~
‘tering cups, which contained coffee, choco-
--Jate, bifcuits. cream,. butter, toafts, and ex-
. quifite tea, You muft underftand, that theie
48 no good tea to be had any where but at
- London. 'The Miftrefs of the houfe; who.de-
- ferves to be ferved at the table of the gods,
-poured it out herfelf this is the duftom ; dod
:im order to conform to it, the drefs- of the
. Englifb Ladies, which fuits exally to their
v B 4 ftature,
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fatdare, the white apron, and the pretty firawe
“hat, becorhe them with the greateft propriety,
not only in their own apartments, bue at nosn
in'St Fames’s Park, where they walk with the
fately and majeftic gait of nymphs. o
' *This park, whofe rural beauty is embel
lithed by their charms, is their favourite walk,
efpecially about noon. They make a lefs
brilliant appedrance in the evening at their
affemblies, and in the morning at court, when
drefled according to the French fathion. Ican-
not conceive why all Europe fhould be fo com-
“plaifant as toadopt ourmodes, thechanges of
‘which the inhabitants even of our own pro-
vinces c¢annot poffibly conform to, which fo-
- reign nations receive very late, and never in
the fame manner in which they were intro-

duced at Paris. - Every country has its pecu<

liar language, manners, and ideasy and ought

in confequence to have its peculiar mode of.

dteffing, which muft-always fuit better to the
fhape and make of the inhabitants than any
borrowed habit ; -but we here meet with many
perfons, whofe munificence, behaviour, and
merit,  would do an honour to every country,
amongft others Lord and Lady CHESTER-
FreLp, who behave to us with the utmoft
politenefs. My Lord, after having with great
honour filled the moft important places in the
ftate, is fo far from regretting them, that in
ar Agreeable retirement he enjoys himfelf and

his friends with the higheft relith: he has
. , vifited
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By Madam D-v Bocac k. 9

vifited moft foreign courts, and acquired al
that .was- worth acquiring in them, a more
extenfive knowledge of mankind, the art of

pleafing in converfation, the talent of fpeak- -

ing feveral languages, a fele& library, the
beft piGturesto adorn his palace, and know-
ledge to build it in the juileft taite of archi-
tecture.

They propofe carrying me to fee the en-
tertainments of the town, and vifit the pub-
lic monuments: I fhall give you an account
of them prefently. Mr Du BocaGE helps

me to make my obfervations ; why are you
not with me too ? the fagacity and fprightli-

nefs of yowr genius would always fix mine
upon the objets which moft defcrve a de-

fcription. 1 will give you a true account of.

our ackions and our remarks : you fhall have

them faithfully defcribed; I will even lay be-

fore you the letters whlch have.been written
to me. 1have juft received one in verfe from
a lover of eighty-fix years of age, who lives

at Montauban, and thinks me at Paris, but has -
never feen me. I fend it you, togcther with .

my anlwer to it. [ availed mylelf of.a day

of reft to write it, and you have time more
than fufficient to read it. The old Gentle- ,

man cajoles me in this manner :

T

= - . Daughter..

ome e .
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Daughter of PRoEBUS, who doft fhine . .

With graces and with charms divine, - ./
So long Lve.ftrove by verfe .thy name: .r:
To conlecrate to lafting fame,.. . - |
“That now ’tis.time I fhould gamoer,v o
I cannot praife thee as before. - .
Soon as we reach the vale of ycars,
The face of nature cold appears.

But when in- wonder Joft I trace

The beauties -of th portray’d face,

-1 findy alas ! “that-Qupin’s dart,

Spngh& of my age, will reach my heazt. .
When on thy works 1 fix my eyes,

My foul is fll’d; with ftrange »furpn(c 3

I recolle® my amorous flame

Firft with fuch agitations came.

Whilft I remote from Tarn* refide,

.And our two agcs differ wide ;

My love I freely may explain,

And virtue blu({ not at the ftrain;

:But thou with all the loves wilt {mile
To hear me talk in amorous dtile.

‘1 know, with PHILOMELA’s voice -

"The woods in fpring alone rejoice;
‘et in the winter of my days - '
I figh for thee, and fing thy praife.

In thy bright eyes I fee the fire

“Which does thy writings all infpire;
-And every nodle ftroke of art, i
:»(.onfpncuous there aﬁ'c&s my heart, .
. ,’J"»” o ""':' A . . 4 Wheh
*20% biver which runs throvgh Montaubam,




By Madam Duv BocacEe.  ar

When by defcription in thy lines,

Each charm of.blooming Eden fhines s - .
Where the all-bounteous Maker fhed
His bleflings upon Apam’s head;

Their beauties there fo plain I trace,

I curfe she firfk of human race,

Who did the fatal apple eat,

By which we loft that blifsful feat.

Hns boldnefs 1 ftill more deteft,

When, by thy pencil’s power exprcfs’d,

I take a view of all the woe

Which did from his transgreflion flow. .
How bright, Dy BocaGEk, doft thou fhine!
Talents and beauty beth are. thine, .

In youth when love, of paflions beft, °

My faculties entire pofleft,

Wit without' beauty I defpis’d,

Nor ¢’er unmeaning features prie’d :

Then fay, in a maturer age,

Could other charms but thine. cngagc P

ANSWER.

What pbrenzy makes me thus defprc
The various dangers that may rife,

And bids me to the nogth repair, -
Whilft you, LA MoTHE, with foul ﬁnmc
Declare yourfelf for ever mine,

And Jiberty for love refign ! o
Still VEnus loves your happy plains, .7
And CuPpip there for éver reigns;:

There at all ages men with eafe. . ..o
‘Eearn how- to love and how to pleafe.

. . s.. 0 Thenee
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Thepce furly reafon takes its flight, )
By zephyrs borne on pinions light .
T)c') diftant climes, where northern lands .
Are ever bound in frozen bands ;'

The tranfient heat of amorous fires

In thofe cold regions foon expires.

There Cupip cannot, as of yore, o
- Make lovers fwim from fhore to fhore;"
And there no promontories claim
. Like Seftos or Abydps fame ; '

Yet I in England would remain,

If T could there but find my fwain,

A CeLaDpoON about fourfcore .
May fet the rabble in a roar.

The more he love-engagements flies,

We women more the conqueft prize.
Prudent, and not to changing prone,

He fighs for one, and one alone,
Though virtue fhould oppofe her laws,
Eximple pleads the old man’s caufe.
AURORA thus with love infpir’d,

TiTHON in hoary age admir'd ;

By merit won, a royal fair ’ -
Ciofe for her. thepherd St AuLAIRE *.

- % TheMarquis of StAuLArre, belonging to the Court of
4he Dutchets of MaINE, preferved to the age of an hundred
the agreeable delicacy of his genius. A little before hisdeath,
¢he Princefs being curious to difcover fomething that he was
* willig w hide from ‘her, received the follewing anfwer : *

»c . A goddefs alks me to impart

. The hidden fecret of my heart;
"Were 1 Arorro, for a Mufe

i ¥ That'goddefs. [ would never chufe;
<o . To her as. TuxTvs I would bend, - -
‘5 ;77 ‘And fo the day fhould quickly end, e
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Since fuch her choice, be ours the fame,..
Let’s love without conftraint or fhame

A fwain, whom all the nine infpire,
Though old, with true poetic fire;

Who in his tuneful verfes tries

To raife his miftrefs to the fkies.

LETTER I v
London, April 15, 1750,

HE kind treatment which we receive.

here, ty dear Sifter, makes the place
highly agreeable to us. Yefterday I break-
fafted at my Lady SHaup’s; the Prince of
Wales came there incog. I was apprifed of
this, and humoured the deceit, that he might
have the fatisfaltion of thinking me impofed
upon. He was pleafed to quettion me in a
very obliging manner upon feveral different
fubje&ls, to afk me to favour him with myg
works, and to protraét the converfation fo
long, that I had time to perceive that he was
very well acquainted with French literature :
I make no doubt but "that of the Englifh i¥
equally known to. him. The converfation
being over, the Prince charged the Miftrefs
of the houfe to introduce me the negt day at
the court of the Princefs.. I appeared there
this morning. The goodnefs of her Royat
Highnefs would have given me confidence,

' , : B ~ had
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had it been paffible t6 avoid being intimidated
in the prefence of two hundred {pe@ators.
What ftrange weaknefles are we' fubjeét to !
Yefterday the prefence of a Kiing’s fon in difs
guife did not Jay me under the lesft conv
ftraint ; to~day he made himfelf quite familiat
with me, and yet I ftood in awe before himj
I plainly fee that it is not Kings who are
feared, but the ¢roud that furrounds them.

- This auguft affembly is held at one o’clock *
the Ladies form a circle, and the men ftand
behind them in three ranks. Their Highneffes,
fellowed by the two young Princes, éntér ar
one door and go out at another, after having
fpoken to the perfons whom they condefcend:
to honour with their converfition:  This te«
dious: ceremony lafts about an hour. The'
timne:of waiting, botli- before and after, makes
thofe who affift at it very glad to feat theme-

~ felves at their return. I am refting myfelf

whilft 1. write to you, and-1 endeavour to re-

. cal the remembrance of what I propofed: to
tall you: concerning the public diverfions.

The Oratorio, or pious concert, pleafes-

us highly.. Englifp words * are fung by-

Iealiamperformers, and accompanied by a va--

riety of infbruatents. HANDEL is'the footﬂi;

% Thiv language appesrs to be admirably adapted to mufice”
‘The; ingenious.- Mr Apbisos: ebferves, that ity conciferiefs*
fuits withithe natural taciturnity of his countrymen ; that the:
hifling, for which it is remarkable, refemblesan inftrument
wikhi Afings; and thie-ché: urticulate produnchation of other
languages refernbles the mufic of wind inftrements.. - -~ °
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of it: when he makes his appearance, twot
wax lights are carried before him, which:
are laid wpen his eorgan, Amidft a loud
clapping of hands he feats himfelf, and- the’
whole band of mufic firikes up exactly at the.
fame moment. At the interludes he plays.
coneertbs of his own: compofition; either a--
lone or accompanied by the orcheftra. Fhefe:
are equally admirable for the- harmony andi
the execution. The [taliam opera, in three
acls, gives us much lefs pleafure: The te-
dious 'declamation of the recitative makes us
buy dearly a few pleafing airs, with whieh ie
terminates, ‘The theatre is: beautiful : the
performers: however of this year are but inw
different. ‘Fheir reprefentations: end with
the winter-: thofe of the Bnglifb eomediany
laft the greateft part of the year. They play
low comedy in a much more natural manner.
than the French. Witht them a Cobler, or'a
Waiting>maid, haveexallly-thelanguage and.
dref of perfons in their ftation of Jife. - Thie.
Bnghif BaroN-+, GARRICX, who is their:
great performer both in Tragedy and Comedy,
las. the moft juft amd affeQing exprefffom:.
Inaheir. Tragedies the declamation. appedrs.
%0 uslike fingings but-1 amnet well ableta:
fwm 2 ]udgmem ofit: as I am obhgcd to
cacry: aloold with me to the theatre, ig order
qo nnduﬁand the p;eeey whﬂ& E ammeadmg )
B " SN Vm Z
f B’.uox wasa ce]:bm.d rrm-b Wu&‘; hc .iml at.
Pariy in' 1739, aged 77« . o s ks 85 Liint evie . gaes
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it, I cannot give a proper attention to the
players; and as foon as I leok “off my book,
and view their.a&ions, I underftand them no-
longer. In their Farces it gives them high
delight to introduce the charalterof a ridi- -
culous Frenchman. He is fo powdered, takes
fo much fnuff, fo often looks at -his watch,
and fo often patches his face, that he ap-
peared to us a ridiculous caricature. We
foon perceived, to our great coricern, that
the fatire is: but too juft. Our a&reffes are |
much fuperior to foreigners in noble #nd
elevated parts, and drefs themfelves to greater
advantage, Thofe whom we have now upon
our ftage, greatly furpafs the beft in London :
we yefterday faw a fat CLEOPATRA, who
was fit for mothing but to play the part of a " -
"Nurfe. N .
~ As buman nature is the fame in all coun-
tries, the ftage of London, though very diffe~
. rent frot ours, refembles it in many refpects ; .
but there are. here entertainments of which
we have no idea; I do not mean horfe-races,
cock-fights, or combats of prize-fighters; I .
leave it to men to defcribe thofe fhocking -
.amufements, and fhall dwell upon more
- pleafing fubjefts; fuch as the gardens of
Vauxhall, which are to be feen upon the de-
lightful banks of the Thames. There in the
mornihg the proprietor furnifhes all comers,
with bread and butter, milk, coffee, tea, and-
chocolate, befide mufic, for the fmall price
E ' . of ..




s s~ oo R

/

.

By ﬂjadam Duv BocAGE. :17;.

of 2 thilling ®. In the evening there is.

an iilumination, a concert, -and all fors

of refrethments, but then  the fhilling is

not fufficient, there is fomething to pay
over and above: fometimes there are balis
for a guinea a head; and for this trifle all
that repair to it are entertained in the molt
elegant manner ; there are fongs, dances
and mafquerades, which in clegance equal
any thing to be feen at the Paris opera. The
Ladies never take off their maftks. Theic
are but few balls at thefe aflemblies; perfon,

‘of all ranks and ages come in a negligent

drefs, from all quarters, to footh their cares
by innocent amufement, The French look
upon it as a phenomenon, that there fhould
befo much order and fo profound a filence
in the midft of fuch a multitude, whillt with

us the fmalleft affembly occafions’ a ftun- -
ning noife. We are informed by Monfieur -
De FONTENELLE {, that in his time it -
was not cuftomary for all prefent in com-

pany to fpeak together. As at that period:
there were fewer, who could become hait

fcholars by gleaning up learning from Joui--
nals and Di&ionaries; for that reafon perhiaps

there were fewer fools, who thought they
_Vor. L. C ‘ had.

.

* Thefe morning entertainmen's have been fince fup-
prefled, v

1 A fage very different from other old men. This is the

only circumftance of times paft which I ever heard him
praife,
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had a right to prevent men of fenfe from be- :
ing heard. X

You are well acqualnted mrh the difturb--
ance which our Coachmen make whenever!
they run foul of each other: fuch acci-"
dents often happen in the fmalleft ftreets of
London, when waggons and large carts are
pafling: upon fuch occafions the drivers come
down and extricate themfelves with the ut-.
moft labour, fometimes without uttering an
- unneceffary word.

From Vauxlall let us take a ftep to Ramlagb
where no greater noife is made. The gar-
dens which there have fewer ornaments, pre-
fent to the eye a_vaulted amphitheatre of a.
hundred feet‘dlametcr, and with three rows
of feats, in the midft of rural thickets; the,
floor is matted, which makes. walking cafy
and agreeablé ; in the midft there is a furnace.
with four fronts, furrounded with a balufs;
trade, to which the heat pcnetrates wnthout
"being exceﬁive, and makes winter pafs unno~
ticed. This magnificent inclofure pleafed me’
fo much, that I could not but prefer it to all -
the enchantments of Vauxhall. Though few
are of my opinion, I can fupport it by good ay-
thority, that of the Earl of CHESTERFIELD,‘
who requefted of me to write a few verfes in -
praife of the place which I undertook to dg--
fend ; the pleafure I take in obeying his com-
mands made me attempt to give a defcriptioh
of it There is a refcmblancc between my

picture
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pi€ture and the orfginal, at leaft I have been
flattered that there is: you cannot form a -
right judgment of it; I fend it you however
to give you an idea of the public diverfions
of this country. - :

~ VERSES #»m RANELAGH.

Musk, charmer of my leifure hours,

Paint to the French thofe blifsful bowers,

Where joy and peace and gay defire

In juft proportion ftill confpire, °

And; more to elevate each heart,

To nature add the charms of art, -

A thoufand inftruments around

In jocund concert there refound,

And faft befide a limpid ftream

Unnumber’d * lamps diffufe a gleam;

And though a thoufand florms arife,

With varied pleafures feaft our eyes. -

To paint to each fucceeding race °

The charms of this delightful place, - -

Like VoLTAIRE 1 fhould verfe indite, ~ ~ °

And like ALBANO charm the Sight, .

Pémit me, Ranelagh, to thew -~ -~ -

The joys thy happy fhades beftow,

And in obfcure and humble verfe

Thy noble monuments rehearfe, -

Thy ‘architecture now difplays - ** -

Thé grandeur of Rome’s ancient days 3
e c2 ‘ ’,%eneath‘

% .The bghts are inclofed in globes of cryfal,
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Beneath 2 ‘dome with fcalpture- grac’d

i)Thy galleties -fucceflive’ p*aé’d) .
reud pillars ‘of each ordet rife, - .

And a vaft circus ftrikes the eyes.

A fire, that ceafes ne'er to burn,”

’Midft winter’s blafts makes fprmg retum,

And by that Altar Liberty

Is feen, from wild diforder ‘free.

No Pagan temple here we ﬁnd

A citizen this work deﬁgnd

To him ViTrUvVIUS’ art was known,

He made the public good. his own,

And, the fpe&ator to delight,

Bid ufe and’ pleafure both™ unite.

In this e]yf ian, blifsful ground,

HaNDEL’s fweet fymphonies refound, |
With which Ttalian ftrains combine
To charm- the foul by airs divine. -
Piccint there' the lift'ning ears .
Delights like ‘mufic of the fpheres; =~

“Trade, ‘which conne@s each ‘diftant fhore,
‘Which makes men various climes explore,
To all the gifts this land affords, .
Adds Chinefe Tea to crown their boards; ..
Coffee of Moca, which beftows B
Tranquillity and calm repofe ; ' “
i

. And the bldck Indian bev’ridge fam'd -
Ambrofia by the Spaniard nam’d. = .. ;
There fmiling Pleafure, gay Delight L q
Mix, and confound each rank and ngbt 5,
Thefe plains which conffant joys fupply,
Delight the taﬁe, the car and eye.

Vaunt
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Vaunt not thy combats of the field, . .
Greece, thou to Ranelagh muft yield; |
There Victors won a laurel crown
- Which gave a fleeting, vain renown :

A thoufand ‘nymphs thefe. plains adorn,
Who ‘feem to charm all mankind born; .
With hats in which gay flowers are feen,
They walk majeftic o’er the green;

The prize of beauty is their aim, ,
*Tis that alone they juftly claim. :
From thence that fummum bonum fprings,
Which, as the fage LucreTIUS fings,
From indolence alone takes rife,, :
Though ZEeNo gives it to the wife:

That happinefs, fo much defic’d,

By all .inen wifh’d for and admird;
Which all endeavour to define, ,
Though none its nature can divine.

The Engli/p in this circus ind .
This fweet delufion of the mind ;.

Here Comus fill in revels reigns, .
And grief approaches not thefe plains;
Thus upon LeTHE’s famous fhore ,
When mortals drank, ‘their cares were o’er. .
There graveft Politicians dance, == = . 3
‘And lofe their enmity to Framce; . - . v
There lovely PHiLL1s by her charms.

The jealous Patriot difarms. .. . .. . ..
The Merchant’s agitation’s o'er, - ., . .. ¢
He thinks. of flormy.feas no morey, . . ..
He whom antiquities can pleafe, .. i ¢
Enjoys the prefent hour in eafe. ., .. ..

e's o
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OMN Ladies fip' their Tea, mor pine -
To fee young HEBE’s charms divine.” =
The Courtezan fb debonair,’ :
Aflumes a ferious prudith air.

The games of FLorA t feek no more,
Where Rome exbaufted: all her ftore;
- London thofe wanton fports ptofcribes,
W here the loofe proftituted tribes = - -
To PrLurvs yielded all their charms,
And gladfators fhone in arms; '
,Whﬂ'ﬁ others won, to their difgrace,
The prize of drinking, and the race.
1 fing thofe feafts fo much renown’d,
“Where oft the mutual loves are crown’d,
Of the difcreet tho’ amorous {wain, ’
And nymph who hides her charms in vain’;
But love in this enchanting fhrine,
Doubts where he fhould the palm confign.

"LETTER TV.
Lo
My dear Sifter, ‘
I Have_not. yet fpoken to you of the grand
© -+ edifices of London ; 1 fhall begin with St
Paul’s, This church is built of Portland
.-ffone, which is not liable to injury by the

defiru@ive fumes of fea-coal. * It is five
, : . - hundred

London, April 25, 1 7'5d.

Frora, afamous Courtezan,

+ Games which were celebrated at’ Remc in honout of.
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hundred feet long, a.bundred in breadth at
the entrance, and two-hundred and twenty-
three at the crofst.- A little fquare, orna-
mented with a fhort ftatue of-Queen ANNE,
conduéls to the portal. . You go up to it by
twelve ftone fteps under -a periftilium of fix
columns, forty feet in height, The fecond

.order touches the cornice of the temple, and

they compute -three hundred and forty tect
from the ground to the fummit of the dome.
A trifling duty upen fea-coal wasalmoft fuf-
ficient to -pay the expence of. ereling this

vaft pile of building; which is however faid

to. be inferior: in fize to. its model, that of
St Peter at Rapus, -lefs beautifu},- and likewife
heavner, and Qvercharged with ernamenpts..
Beyond this cathedral is to.be. feep the fa-
mous Tower built by our King WizrLiam
the Conqueror. This fort is a mile in cir-
cumference ; it contains the ftate-prifoners,
the archives, the mint, the lions, and the
arfenal, where arms artfully ranged in order,
form upon the walls, funs, ferpents, Me-.
dufa’s heads, and many other ftrange figures.

~In this hall are to be feen the ftatues of
* thirty or forty kings on horfeback, armed

ra

‘cap-a-pee, and in ftature equal to the life.

Vcr4. The

4 St Peter’s at Rome has 226 feet in breadth at the en-
trance, 442 at the crofs; in helght itis §78, and in length
£69. Notre Dame, at Pam, is in,Jength 408 feet, in brewth
363 feer, but its turrets are only 200 feet high. .
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-xit The-betoes  to whofe honour the city of
- demdonsredts flatues, thine only by their repu-
station, and.not by the ability'of the fculptars.
- Fheir mafterpiece. is the fratueof Carsesd.

". in copper, which was fold by the.pound

.. during the civil wars by the Parliamentarians,
-‘The brazier who bought ity busied it, and
-afterwards reftored it to the State, by which
it was fet:up at Charing-Crofs, where this-un-
fortunate King feems ftill to conmtemplate the
window at Whitehall, from which he paffed
to the caffold.- An accidental fire confumed
this palacey:-which JaMEs I. began to re-
build according to the moft elegant tafte of
-archite@ure. :He finithed only the banquet-
ting-heufe; where his apotheofis is painted

. upon the cieling by RuBens. Should mor-

als. think of beingenrolled in the number of
abeideities ? This folly a Chriftian King was
anilty-of ;' who for-a moment forgot that one
$op seigns in.heaven.  The walls on one
fide reprefent -the union. of the three king:
dotha, which was effe@ted by the fame mo-
narch ; on:the .other 'Envy, Herefy, and
‘Rifdord in chains. - Cardinal WoLsEY made a
prefent of this palace to Henry VIII. which
whe prefent King thould-finith.  His place of
refidence y- ‘mofwithftanding the . embellifh-
mehts that bave been made in it, is but
a-ordinary edifice, and has no external de+
itions. The Kings, his predecefiors lived
at. Weftminfler. ‘The ruins of this great
R O gothig”

B A
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gothic palace, which was burned- in the fix-

-1¢enth:century, are ftiil extant. Jrrthe abbey-

-church are to be feen the monuments of the
Kings, and ‘of many eminent perfons' whom
this coufitry-has produced. -

- Honours: ‘infpire people with emulation
more than penfions. The Englifh; though
they are not fo generous to the learned as we
are, know better how to flatter their vanity.
Marks of diftin&ion encourage men of genius
much more than fuftenance.: T'oco much
food makes them heavy; praife is'a light
aerial fubftance, which ftrehgthens and ‘ani-
mates them. - The hopes of “being -buried in
W efiminfier-Abbey is a powerful incentive o
perfons endowed with abilitie$; to.endeavour
to diftinguith themfelves' initheir }ife-time.,
In this abbey likewife are interrédahe remains
of - remarkable and extraordinary men 3 foch
as Tromas Parr, whofe tpitaph gives:.us
to underftand that he died-at.the age “of one
hundred and fifty: two years in'163%, and lived

~ in the reigns of ten Kings, from Epwarp iVl

to ®* CHArRLEs . We allofew the whxen
figures of feveral Kings ir¥ their robes of flate]

. hike that of King GEORGE in tive greazhald

of the palace of #efiminfler,  lt-is there thae
the Parliament meets, and -Liadies -are-aga
mitted on the day that it rifesd 'Ouaraftv=
nithment was great: we thought wei'wers
R Al emtening:
% Tread not long ago in the Gazetté that ﬁxggr;ndfoilt
died ‘in‘thie county of Cork, 3t thirty=two years of age,

~
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rientering into-one- of the -moft auguft places
in the world ;. the very name of it filled us
with.awé ; we.expe@ed to feec the one hun-
-dred and ‘leventy Lords, fpiritual and tem-
dporal, fitting with a dignity fuited to their
~jmportant ftations. It was quite the reverfe;
i we found them-all jumbled together in {car-
- 3¢t robes faced with ermine, and not know-
> ing where to feat themfelves; they had given
+-up their places to the Ladies; a croud of
- 'whom in rich drefles filled the whole hall,
. excepting only a little corner referved for the
King. His Majefty’s approach being an-
i nounced by the firing of cannon, he came
+ and feated himfelf upon the throne, with his
."crown upon- bis head, the Prince of Wales
- ftanding upon his right hand, and the Duke
-of Cumberland on his left, furrounded by the
¢, great officers of the kingdom: one carries

1:ghe fcepter, another the fword of ftate ; and

«1a Speaker, - chofen by the 558 members of the
iuHoufe. of Commons, comes to the bar to
" amake a fpeech. The King an{wers by the
nekerk of the crown in old Freach, Soit fait
bm»gu’ihgﬂ requis ; ¢ Let. it be done as de-
jc.

3" LeRoy le veut, < Tt is the King's,

2.pledfare,. ors. Vous remercie de votre benevolence,
wHd thanks you for your good will.” Then
blthevKing makes a fpeech, which is feldom
o.very.Jonz.: both_houfes return him thanks;
v dnd-hjs.Majelty goes back to St Fames’s with

Vf--’ . . - . o o .
. tte-fame ceremony of guns firing, in a large

. gilded
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gilded coach, of which butfew are to hedcan
in this country. SO
The town is dirty and ill paved # : .arid the
reafon affigned for this is, that in'a frde ma-
tion citizens pave as they think proper, eagh
before his own door : it is often neceflary to
break 'up the pavement, in-order to mend
the pipes; all the houfes in London are fiir-
nithed with water from the Thames or the
New River, The Ladics are carried in fedan
chairs within the barrier where paflengers
walk. In the evening two rows of Jamps,
which hang upon pofts, give light and make
a gay appearance. The houfes have half a
ftory under ground; this obliges. people: to
afcend a few fleps to come to theftreet-door,
which is excceding narrow : it is the fame
* thing with regard to the court-yard, where
‘coaches can feldom enter, and therefore put up
in alane behind the houfe. The footmen wait
by a fire fide at the bottom of the fairs to
avoid dirtying them, and a hair-cloth or pat
prevents their mafters from foiling the flepa.
~ There is no antichamber before the faloon
where the company meets, which'is adorned
- with little glafles, and has generally a clolet
belonging to it. About a dozen huildings
". ‘which are here called Palaces, but at. Paris
- S Ciwould
* How greatly would this Lnd); be'ﬁiip;ized'f'o' tehold 'the
o e B
- fu . >
Z"ow‘ be ;emﬁd the Bcé p::c:!e and beft mfm g:;,u’r
Larepe .
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p4fs only fot large houfes, and ‘which men
‘of fortune amongit us would find many faults’
with, .are bighly efteemed in -Ldndon; buf
there are many latge fquares, that have
fomething vety grand in them: - 'T'o tell- the
plain truth, though there is great luxary in’
England, it does not come up to-outs, which-
the people «f this. country  imitate never-
thelefs, as all the other nations’ of Europe
do, to their deftruction. There ate fearce -
any arm-chairs * in their apartments; they
are fatisfied with common chairs. The wo-
men, whe ufeno paint and are 2lways laced,
(as.was the cuftom formerly ih France) ate
fomd of thefe (¢ats: in their court-drefles they -
refemble the piQures of -our great-grandmo- *
thers; but.they.are extremely affable and ob-

liging in theirtbehaviour, If thefe Ladies do =

not;always feem polite enough to the French,
oyr women oftéh cafry politenefs to excefs,
and, the art which many of them have re<""
courfe toy.in order to conceal a trifling de-
feCt.of nature; caufes them to make a thou- -
fand. grimaces, : <
‘There are moré women to be fecn here at °
aflemblies and at the public diverfions than at
Paisy they frequent them even in the de-
cline of life, without being afraid of thewing
their wrinkles: - Mothers carry their Daugh- ™
ters with them, who live in much lefs con-""
) AR Rraint™"
$T'hére have been fome alterations lately made in this and
dthc{dg'u;tiés%m; . O T L
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firint than young Ladies amongft us. ~ T'yef>
terday had the pleafure of feéing the Countef
of YarMouTH at the Duke of BEprorp’s}’
{he appeared extremely beautiful to me : thie’
company confifted of perfons of the firft qua-:
lity ; a row of card-tables on each fide of a
large gallery exhibited what is very rarely to
be feen in London, where the apartments are”
feldom very large, even xn the houfes of
noblemen.

The apartments at the Duke of Ricn--
- MOND’s, where we dined, are very agree- -
‘able, as they afford a pleaﬁng profpect of the
Thames, and are beautified with the richeft’
ornaments; but the opulence of this noble-
man ferves only to add a luftre to the noble-"’
fimplicity of his manners. = His' tafte for *
literatute . determined him to entruft tlie"
education of his fons to Mr TREMBLAY; 3"
citizen of Geneva, famous for the dlfcovenes &
~ he has made concerning the Polypus *.’ Lé! :
us veturn to the Dutchefs of RxCHMoN 3y .
who, amongft other amiable qualities, is ne- 5
markable for taking particular care of her
family. * She herfelf prepares her. daughteté‘ i
for .inoculation, and during -the' operatisir *
_ thuts herfelf up with them at an Arpothecarys-
for fear her children in the cradle, ‘brought: 13
up under her infpection, .fhouldhave. ¢he"*
{mall-pox before the proper age.

. e e e ‘!Em

. A httle annml that mh\ms the water, if it bé' cut uito
fevenl parts, each of the parts becomes an eatire Polypus.



3. LETTER IV.

Few of our ¥ women of fathion have fo-
much maternal tendernefs ds to deprive them- ..
felves of pleafure during fix weeks for the
good of their families. I mention thefe in-

ftances, ‘to prove the maternal tendernefs of

the Englifb Ladies of all ranks. The fatis-
faCtion which they have in thus carefully dif- -
charging their duty, more than compenfates

the want of thofe vain amufements, which -

take up our time without fatisfying us.

THE fair-one’s bleft in wifdom’s lore,

Contented with her . frugal ftore ;

True vittue. fimits her defires,

Her foul o Irippier lot requires.

Her duty:only claims her cares,

Her Hufband in ‘each pleafure fhares.

Her?Childsen ffom’ their tendereft age

All. her maternal thoughts engage.

The condud&: of the virtuous dame,

Shews that their- good is all her aim.

Their hearts by reafon’s power fhe gains,

By tendernefs ‘fhe o’er them reigns.

‘The Baucisy whom my verfe recites,

- Enjoys youth’s pleafures and delights ;
When life declines, and beauty flies,

Winh her own works fhe feafts her eyes:

Delights, fhe can no longer tafte,

Are by trarfquillity replac’d ;

tion this way, have latély refuted this refleCtion which was |
madh vn Peark ahor

IR Her ~
.+ Maoy of our i,adae;, t;quéhbl; for their laudable refolu-, v
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Her foul outrageous time defies,, .. :, .. .|
Thus virtue with compofure dies. ... ;..
Here fadly let us contemplate :
A brilliant beauty’s haplefs fate, -

Who fain would ever fhine and plea(c,
And live in luxury and eafe.

No pleafures can her hours amufe; ‘
Still anxious care her fteps purfucs, )
Gayly to drefs in youth’s bleft prime, ;
Engroffes all her thoughts and time. :
But foon luxurious blifs betrays

To woe, and fpoils her halcyon days.

If fhe forgets through wild defires

What duty’s pow’rful voice requires, T
She dreads a Hufband’s jealous.rage, -: . ';
Whofe foul no tender thoughts engage 1
Her Lover with delufive art. - A
Deceives, whilt ftill he fooths her heam II
The Children, whom her pride negleéts,
With coldnefs pay her their refpe&! RS |
Such outward forms her caprice craves 3. '

Sufpicioufly fhe eyes her flaves. . -~ ' ©
When from her cheek the colour fliesy. 71
Her livid palenefs fthocks the eyes, .~ . {
And in her fad, forfaken age = . . ..:d
The world mfp|res regret and rage. ., VI
Death, which the dreads, draws near cach dty,'f
She feels a gradual decay: - ;. - -\

The -ills, which all her life mu&x laﬁ, FERRY.Y
Reproach her with her ‘pleafures paft :
Who would fo dearly pleafures buy i’ N
Who w0uld fo live, if fo to dig?s v -
LE T:rn’ﬂi
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L E ‘T'.’!;‘E"R~ v,

Ay dear Sifter,

I Received this mominﬁ the moﬁ deiiﬁ;tﬁl -
d; my Lady Mon- -

TAGUE fent me a new and elegant edi- .-

prefents in the wor

tion of MiLTON3 my Lady ALLEN fent
me two little veflels of Agate; and the Duke
of RicuMoND a prefent of Fruit, which I -
did not ‘know what to make of, being ufed
only to comfits. So many marks of affetion :
pleafe me the more, as the Engli/b are thought .

Lendon, May 25, 1750.

to be fincere in their friendfhips. They are -

fallly accufed of recciving foreignersill. I-

cannot believe that their favours are confined -

to us. It is true, we but]ittle refemble the
natives of our country, who diflike every

opinion that'is not familiar to them. But -

the more the cuftoms of foreign nations dif- -

fer from ours, the more our curiofity is grati-
fied when we fee them.. Travellers do not

vifit foreign parts to communicate their modes,. -

btit 1o obferve the diverfity of manners in dif- :

ferent kingdoms. There is nothing which |

fhould more excite our wonder, than to fee*

how miuch more prevalent the fpirit of pas -

triotifm is ‘here- than amongft us. In the’
reign of Queen EL1zABETH, GRESHAM, & -
B : " merchant

L
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merchant of Landon, built at hisown expence
the Royal Exchange, 3 College, and five Hof-
pitals, and lefe funds for the fupport of Pro-
feflors. Dr Harvey, who firft difcovered
the circulation of the bluad, bequeathed his.
houfe -and bis whole eftate to the faculty.
Sir Hues MinDLETON, forry to feea great
part of the town in want of wholefom water,
was at a vaft expence to fupply this want, =
by turning the courfe of the New River to-
wards it,  Sir Joun CoTToN left to the State
the #7efiminfler Library * 5 thag of the Duke |
of NorFoLK belongs to the Royal Societys, . .
founded by CuarrEs II. Mr Fork is the, |
Prefident; our great FONTENELLE recom-
mended me to his care, by the honourabje
appellation of his daughter ; you may judge. ,
then that T have been well reccived, ~ Yef-  ,
~ terday he carried us to one of his allemblies, .
where we breakfafted with his 'da{@;btcr who,

F]

. o
is very pretty. He fhewed us the plan of .,

.. Londan, which he had drawn, and we wers, . .

convinced by it that this metropolis i as '
big.as Paris. He is of opinion likewife thar .,
the number of inhabitants is nearly cqual in ;.3
both cities. They tell us, that”its walls, .: .
wese built by ConsTANTINE, fince which |,
time it *has been fo extended, that its cir-
cumerence is thirty miles. © ‘The fire in g
1666, burned down 13000 wooden houfes,. .4
St Paul’s cathiedral, and many ?thgf’g' ;!it@téhﬁf,: e

Vfofh I& P ,D' v ,{ »‘if}!r‘-»v'\"‘ AR \\“ 5

» Now Hé\gséﬁted in the Brisif Mufcum.
b4 1SS IRR

LTy .

Top
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“The lofs "was computed to amount to twb
“hundred milliohs of money, French¢oin, In

“three years time ten thoufand houfes were re- -

"built, “ard a hundred pubfic edifices, either
of ftone or brick. The inhabitants availed

" themfelves of this opporturnity -to- enlarge

“many of the ftreets. Fhe rich citizens had

. ~2n inclindtion to embellifh fuch quarters of

“the'town as had been deftroyed by the fire;
“buf their feeble attempts- evidently prove,
~ that their tafte for architeGture was then only
in its infancy ; it has fince been fomewhat
" improved; but in commerce they have made
"2 miich more confiderable progrefs. ’

-~ I'thought that a philofophical fpirit was

“miore general amongft the Engli/h than it is;
~we were furprized the other day to feé ten
“thoufand ‘of the inhabitants “of London run
away to their country-houfes for fear of -an
_earthquake, which had been foretold by'a
_{oldier ; the falfe prophet was punifhed for
his impofture by a fhort' confinement, by
which he payed far the folly of the credulods.
~ Such a predi&ion would never have occafioned
fo much terror in Paris. Notwithftanding
_ thefe remains of Superftition, -many books
“filled with profound philofophical reafdnings
.are every day publifhed in England; but cor-

. re&nefs and elegance in Writing, and 4 jaft

_taftein ArchiteCture, Painting and Sculptute,

“are thére 'fill in their infant ftate: ~They

I

“have, however, 2 fine column of the doric

- e OKer,
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.order, two hundred feet high and fifteen
_in diameter, ere@ed in commemoration of
the terrible fire which I fpoke of above. One
-of the infcriptions afcribes this calamity to
“ the machinations of the papifts. Gun-pow-
der treafon, which happened in the reign of
James 1. is another of the crimes which
they are accufed of by the proteftants, The
~monument ereted in remembrance of the
fire of London, is upon the right as you come
. to London Bridge, where the large veflels lie
at anchor. o
On the other fide, the river offers to the
view a thoufand watermen, who are always.
. ready to carry paffengers from one end of the
- town to the other. We are told that they
, took upon the Thames, in the year 1200, a
.Sea-man, which they fupporte! on fhote for
_fix months, and then threw it again into the
-water. In 1606, the tide, which there fifes
“very high, brought up with it a whale, and
. carried it back again. The mariners in their
mock fights bring a croud of people to the
. quays, which makes a diverting fight.
. As.we go up the river, we meet with Che/-
- fea, celebrated for a magnificent hofpital for
.-decayed foldiers, a China manufa&ure, and
.Sir HANs SLoANE’s Cabinet, ‘which is fa-
v mous all over Europe for its curiofities *.
sWe examined fourteen rooms which were
-flled with books and rarities, and we faw in’
sital e e 6 ‘ D 2 L the
<131 Now depofited in the Britip Mufeum,
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the garden the fkull of a whale, which, in.
fize, equals a table that holds twelve difhes.
‘This curious old Gentleman intends, as it is
faid, to dequeath thefe fruits of his inquirles
to the Royal Society of London, which is al-
ready rich in.things of this nature. DrMeaD,
a'ce?;b_rated PhyE:ian,, is likewife pofleffed of
great literary treafures. He fhewed us co-
louted plans of all the ancient Frefco Paint-
- ings, which have been preferved fince the
days of old Rome; a fine colle@ion of the
pjéures of feveral different fchools; a head”
of HoMER, faved out of the fire of Corinth ;
Bgyptian bronzes, and the pi€ures of the
greateft Poets and moft eminent Philofophers .
of his tountry ; ornaments worthy the care
of a good’ citizen, He prefented us. with
Choaﬁate made after the Mexico fathion. I
eafily ufe myfelf to thefe foreign difhies, and’
even to the fimple cookery of the Bnglifb, of
which we have fo bad an opinion, (their fub-.
ftantial meat, their plumb-pudding, their fith)
which is cheaper here than at Paris, and
is ferved up at every meal, and their fowls
with” buttered fauce, are excellent. They
make’ wine, like ours, of cherries, whici_\”
very much refembles Burgundy, and with it
they ferve up in bafkets, made of rufhes of
of filver, little bits of bread, like our confeX
crated cakes ; the fhare of fix perfons would
hardly fatisfy me: I had been told that they
feldom entertained foreigners; but I, for my
. part,
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part, found them ftri& obfervers of the rites
of hofpitality. 'We have hitherte pafied only
two days without being invited to dinner.
The morning is with them very long : they
do not fit down to table till about four a
-clock.

The men go out early in the morning,
drefled in frocks, either to take a walk or a
ride; at their return, they generally dine 4t
a tavern ; they moft of them go incognito to
‘the Play or to Pauxhall; it is not thought
neceflary to drefs except to appear at the
‘Opera or at the places where they are invited
‘to dine. Men of quality refort to a Choco-
late-houfe, where the proprietor furnifhes
them, for three hundred guineas a year
apiece, candles, firing, refrefhments, and
fuppers plentiful enough to caufe frequent
indigeftions ; deep gaming is there fo com=
mon, that a whole fortune may be eafily
Yoft. Thefe focieties confift of about a hun-
-dred perfons; no candidate ‘is admitted into
them without being ele&ed by the unariimous
fuffrages of all the members; and whoever
behaves ill, is expelled the fociety. People
of all ranks have clubs, which they re-
gulate by fuch laws as they think proper
there is one now in Londsn, where none
of the members is allowed to fpeak “above
a few minutes; a very eloquent Baker who
is ‘prefident of this fociety, holds a watch
i&x"rtxis'/hmd and a hammer, with, which_he

e ) D3 T gives
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gives a ftroke as foon as ever thie time is ex-~
pired ; every one prefent liftens in filence ;
and the defire of exprefling his thoughts with

erfpicuity, makes the fpeaker very concife,

t would be well if our ftory-tellers were laid
under the fame reftraint. People of fathion,
who have a curiofity to affift at this affembly,
are admitted upon the fame conditions. The
Englifb gentry are neither ambitious of titles
nor honours; yet the common people here
pay more refpect to the nobility than amongft
us, tbough they do not exaét it. The odes
and prefaces addrefled to them, are at leaf}
as full of praifes as thofe of our authors.

* At the entertainments of the Jovers of lite-
rature, we did not fail to celebrate the inge-
nious authors.of 7o Fones and Clariffa. In
our turn we have been often afked an account
of the author of Marianne and the Fortunate
Peafant. The famous Aftronomer, BRADLY,
- does honour to the Royal Society. Parnaffus
has no longer 2 SHAKESPEARE or an AD-
p1soN * in this country. I have met with
Mrs PrINCE, of our city of Reuen, who
compofes excellent treatifes concerning the
edycation of young perfons, and is very fuc-
cefsful in reducing them to pralice. An
dtalign, whofe name is MaTr, publithes a

' a Journal

* Ladies who were acquainted with this divine moralift
informed me; that the evennefs of his temper made him alwaysg
equally agteeable in company ; whereas Pore was good come
pany only by flarts,
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Journal here, which is in great efteem all
over Eyrope. You know what high favour
VorTAIRE and MONTESQUIEU are in with
the Englifh ; yefterday we drank their healths
at the Earl ofCHES TERFIELD’s, after a meal
which was by no means philofophical, that
is to fay frugal : this learned Nobleman has
the misfortune of having a French cook.
Noblemen, in all probablhty by the advice
of Phyficians, whofe interett it is to deﬁroy
their ftomachs, have recourfe to thefe poi-
foners. Our fenfelefs luxury will by degrees
corrupt all nations : but we thall not fee
them in the ftate to which it has reduced us;
.it will annihilate us before their fall. .

You who love the frugal life of our fliep-
herds, muft applaud the harangues which I
repeatedly make agamﬁ luxury and - effemi-
nacy.  This hatred is hereditary to me; my
Father had it'before me; I take the liberty
to make him a compliment thereon, and re-
quett it of you to prefent it to him, in order
to fupply the place of a Letter. -

. To my F ATHE R

To thee, whofe care firft form'd my yom
I fend thefe lines mfplr’d by truth:
- Thou, who didft ev’n when young and ¥ay,
‘To facred wifdom homage pay,

. Art bleft tho’ far advanc’d in age

X\ ith vngour, as in life’s firft ﬁage. g

b4 - The
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¥ CLETTER V.
“Fhe kecrméfs of thy appetite =
Makes all thy frugal meals delight ;
In valn Motrier + with alf fis ate,’
Would to the great fuch joys impirts
Their tafte by Luxury’s deéftroy’d,
They ‘aré not fatisfy’d, but cfoy'd.
Drociwes, that cynic famd, = =
The great, through ptide and paffion, bHni’d;
*Thy mind is fihple, void of art, o
No guile a pldce finds im thy heatt,
Thy foul is from ambition free,
Buf yet to Ffaife thee alt agree,
Without defpifing rank of gold,
Thou eafe the govd fupreme doft hotd ; -
Not that at which Luckertus aim’d,
Such flothful indolénce is Blam’d ; -
Nor apathy, of which before g
Ronié thade her boafts in days of yore ;
But thit ¢alm funfhing of the mind
Which nien of fenfe rejoice to find,
When age theit heads hath filverd: o’er,
And when of Love they think no more,

As you do not underftand Englifh, 1 thought
it 'unneceffary to fend you the verfes, which
were compofed here in my praife; but tq
amufe your folitary hours, or perhaps only
to teaze and pefter you, Iam every day fend-
iig. you fome of my own. T here fubjoin
the copy of verfes Iywrbt_c to thank l\%ady

YloN-

S

ST S

1\- A ‘fan.lou‘l Cook,
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MonTAGuUE { far the edition of MirTox,
of which the made me a prefent, and for dos
ing me the honour to defire a fight of my
works. .

THY noble prefents flrike my heart,
And prove in thine I have a part:

My works, -not worthy to be fhewn,

I fend, to make my duty known.

Thus heayenly favours to return :
Mortals fing hymns, and incenfe burn.
Thy favours always pleafe me more
‘Than bounteous fortune’s richeft flore, .
When favours fhe beftows, how blind {
To importunity how kind !

But ftill thy penesrating eye

Can eafily true merit fpy;

‘Thy prefentg then convincé me beft,
That kind indulgence fills thy breaft.

LETTER VL

Lmdoﬁ Moy 12, 17350,
Dear Sifter, o * :

YOU complain that I never give you an
* account bf my health ; it is in fo variable
a ftate, that whatever I thould fay of it would
o longer be true, by the tinve vy lettets came

P v
¥ A relation of the ¢elebrated Lady Wontrzy Mon-
TAcur, N s s
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te hand., With regard to the Engli/b govern.
ment;. of which you defire to hear my opi-
pion, you might .receive better information
from books than from any letters of mine;
but you could never learn from them my
" fentiments coneerning it. To me it appears,
that the diverfity of parties neceflary to fup-
port a balance of power, gives rife to too great
a fpirit of contention inf this kingdom, whence
spraceeds infincerity in debates ; and no man
dteady in hig principles can continue faithful
to his party, which in procefs of time isliable
-th-change.. 'Have not we feen the Whigs
-and Teries. alternately maintain the opinions
‘of the oppofite party; infomuch that hifto-
‘rians are at a lofs how to. afcertain their re-
fpective tenets ? The cafe was-the fame with
-the Guelphs-and Gibelines in Jtaly, and fo
it will be in all great faltions. In this coun-
“try the love of Liberty feems to make flaves
vof ite defenders. The Members of the Houfe
-of  Lords :hold - their places by hereditary
-right, they are therefore under no neceflity of
‘making intereft to be eleCted ; but their cre-
‘dit-in parliament i5 always proportioned .to
<the number of creatures they have in the
nHoufe of Commons: as'it is of the higheft
simportance to them to have their relations
~ahd friends elefted into this affembly, they
zdremnder.a neceflity of courting the populace,
by whofe votes every candidate for a feat is
#schdfen or. rejected ' Ia
: n
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" Tn the countiy towns; when the time of
ele@ion is at hand, he who is at moft ex=
pence in treating all comers, and making
them drunk at his cwn coft in-the public
houfes, which afe ugon that occafion kept
ppen, is dlways fure of getting - the moft”
votes for the candidate whom he patronifes.
‘When' the ‘competitors are rich. and .obfti=
‘naté, the expence is enormous. If the par-
liament of Paris were eleCtive, the French
Ladies would find means by intriguing to
procure many a Counfellor a feat. In this
country they have but little influence: in pub-
lic affairs, yet they are admitted to wear the
crown, and 'govern the nation:' Peereflos
have feats, and diftinguithing ‘ornaments at
all' great public ceremonies. Our Ladi¢s
(though the French nation is famous for its
galantry) have no diftinguifhed rank; all ac-
cefs to the throne is denicd them; and they
‘are not even admitted to hold a place in any
"Academy. Let us at prefent pafs over thefe
‘contradi€tions which are fo frequent in the
world, and return to the fubje& of the vaft
fums which the Engli/b Gentlemen fpend at
‘ele@ions ; though at a diftance from their
feats, they are under a neceffity of keeping
“open houfe there, in order to entertain the
-gentry of the neighbourhood. Such trouble
- “are'they at to acquire  the good-will of the
. people round about, STy
' 1 was
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.1 was yefterday admiring the elegance of
a Court-Lady’s toilet, wherewpon the told
.me, that if one of her tenants were to take a
fancy to breakfaft upon it, the would be ob-
liged to comply, in order to gain him over.
*In France we cringe to the greay, in England
-the great cringe to the populace: but to com-
penfate for this, people of inferior rank ofteg
ftand in veed of the patronage of the great,
and for that reafon pay them a voluntary
homage. From this mutual dependence
{prings the beft form of government that can
be conceived, were it poffible to reify its !
fes 3 but what human inftitution is free
from.fach ? The warld is full of them; our
neighbaurs, however, by refifting the yoke,
become hard to be led, and referve to them-
felves a right of choofing their leaders. '
. “The Liord Mayor of Landon, who is at the
head of a confiderable jurifdiQion,. is annu-
ally eleGted by the city: his government,
though but fhort, is brilliant: there is a
large palace built for his reception; but
though he does net inhabit it, it ferves him.
upon Court-days, and when be is called upon
by any ceremony. On the day of his inftal-.
lation he treats the Nobility and the Royal !
© Family at this palace, which is called the, {
Manfion-Houle. Ia 1356, a Lord Mayor, ,'
whofe mame was Pacarp, had the honour, |
of feeing four Monarchs™ at his rable;,

;;;;;;
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Epwarp HNE. King of England, the unfor-
tumate King Joun of France, Davip .
King of §ctland, and a King of Cyprus, of
the-name of LusicraN, ' -
Sovereign Princes are looked upon in a
very different light at London, from what
they are at Paris. The fpirit of Liberty,
which makes the people lefs complaifant,’
admits likewife of all forts of religions, Pref-'
byterians, Anabaptifts, Cathclics, Epifcopa-
lians, Jews, &c. We went the other day:
to a Quaker’s Meeting. T affumed the fimple:
habit of a female Quaker, imitated their-
compofed behaviour, and took my feat a-
mongft their women. If any of them hap-:
pen to be enlightened by a prophetic fpirit,’
they rife, like the prieftefs of the oracle at
Delphi, make a thoufand contorfions, and*
preach upon a ftool infbead of a'tripod. We.
were very defirous of fecing one of them in’
the enthufiaftic fit; but the Spirit gave ws’
an opportunity of hearing none but men,’,
who uttered their infpirations in a wretched '
manner, and repeated the fame thing a thou-"
fand times over; perhaps the profane are not”
capable of underftanding them. We were of,
that number; however, their deliberate pro-~
nunciation made it very eafy for us to un-.
derftand their Englip. From' the ‘Quakers’
Meeting we went to the Jewith Synagogue,’
whence the frightful cries of their Hebrew
Prayers made us fly with all fpeed.
' After

Ve man el L
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- Afeer having dwelt fo long upon what
fruck us moft in London during our thort
refidence in that Metropolis, it is time to
give you an account of the little excurfions
which we made in the environs.

We dined yefterday nine miles from town, '

at the Lord Chief Juftice’s; the gravity of
- whofe habit and noble fimplicity of deport-
‘ment, are truly worthy of a fenator. His
wife conforms to the fame manners; and even
their villa is built in the fame tafte, The
ftru@ure isregular; the apartments are large
and well furnifhed ; the dining-room, which
refembles thofe of our anceftors, prefents
‘two great fide - boards of plate ; and the

.tables  plenty of every thing good, but no

‘ragouts. ‘The Park, according to the cuf-
tom of the country, is ftocked with deer,
-whofe tender flefh, - though it is but little
‘liked by the Fremch, is highly efteemed by
“the Englifp. - We have difterent meats, dif-
‘ferent manners, and different prepofleffions :
“even the pralice of phyfic is here fo different
ftom - what ‘it is with us, that as I cannot
“conceive how the diftance of a hundred
'leagues is abl¢ to produce fuch a variation,
‘T am tempted to think that it is a fcience
‘founded entirely upon hypothefis. In ftaly
Theef-broth s thought the fitteft for fick per-
~fonts, iy’ France veal broth, and in England
“tutton ‘afid chicken broth; the meat of
“which the broth is made is never eaten, ‘it is
AQTRad 2 - thought
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thought too much done; and the. broth of -
that: which is eaten, is generally thrown
away. Great lobfters, crabs and raddithes are
ferved up at all tables, as helps to digeftion.
T'heir Phyficians require exorbitant fees, fcl-
dom .prefcribe bleeding, and clyfters, but
rarely ; blilters are generally applied to thofe
that are in a dying condition ; their drink is
‘beer, and their food bread and butter; in
Holland it is cheefe and tea; in Ireland pota-
toes, the ordinary food of the inhabitants.
People die in all countries alike notwith-
ftanding. S
When we take a view of the world, of
books -and of life, we ealfily. percgive, that
the different ways people have -of . drefling
themfelves, of impairing their conftitutioas,
.of curing their diforders, of lodging,- of. eat-
-ing, of gaining each others. favours, and of
-cheating, are all in effe&t much the fame.
+You will then very probably fay, it .is up-
:neceflary- to  give one’s felf the trouble. qf
-travelling. Excufe me, it is an advantage
‘to have it in our power to c¢onvince Qui-
felves hy experience of what by reafon, we
-could only conjeture: in falt, we feg that
- both extremes are in all countries much. the
fame : the want of bread among®, people. #f.
-the lower clafs, and of hongurs.amepgft
.- Lourtiers, reduces them. to-the fame mean-
:nefles; in the middle clafs human. nsguke
slying under lefs reftraiat, varigs accarding 4o
“h ' : education
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education ‘and .climate. - But I muét teke niy.
leave of you, I am fuddenly called .off from :
thefe moral pefieQions to vifit: Kenfongren, n
country-feat belomging to the King, which i
is not far diftant from the Meteopols. I
mufl thercfore bid adicu to you for the prem "
Mo e .

LETTER VIL

> London, May 36, 1750. ‘
Dear Sifter, ) .

’E are now arrived at Kemfingtow. The .
Y outfide of the Palace is irsegular, and -
butle of Brick. We entered by a fort of -
dormitory , -which leads to a great flair- .
- cafe painted by an Engliforman of little ge-
nius ; but he was fo great a mafter of per---
. fpellive, that his figures appear in falt to
lean over the baluftrade. The: apartments -
are large and well furnithed; pictures by
Bassaxo and TiNTORET adorn one of the °
galleries; in the other are to befeen the por- -
-¢raits of all the Kings and Queens of England -
that reigned fince Henry VIII. The eyeis -
wmext delighted with a great piece of water,
and lawns ‘very much admired for the beauty -
of the verdure. Al the walks, inflead of ‘!
‘being frewed -with fand, are covered with
- groen~fod ; motwithflanding the -care thatis*
B every
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every day taken to mow and. level it'with a.-
rolling-ftone, it moiftens the feet whenever
it rains: this makes thefe gardens refemble -
fmooth green meadows, which have no fta-. -
tues in them, and command no profpeét. .-
An artificial mount, furrounded with pine- :
trees, feems very proper for opening a view -
to the plain ; but the turret which crowns it
turns ufelefly upon a pivot; the trees over-
fhadow it, ard the dry foil which naurifhes
them, offers nothing pleafing to the eye.
Let us now take a view of the other palaces.
As we go up the Thames in queft of them,
we fee the country-feat and fine terrafs of
Mr Vaveck, a famous Banker, by whom #
ftrangers are received in the moft generous’
and hofpitable manner. At a little diftance: !
from thence you difcover Richmond, one of.:
the King’s houfes, where he fometimes dines.. -
A vaft terrafs covered with a grafs-plot, which
runs along the river fide, conflitutes its prini- .-
cipal ornament : the numerous and pleafant
thickets prefent to the view a place of con~::
fiderable extent, called the Foreft; where, <
the better to imitate nature, art has, without 3
any order, planted-great trees, fome of thetn :*
ere&t, fome of them crooked, one half wi-.:
thered away, another furrounded with fhrubs, ¢
The Park, which is filled with deer. and all-
forts of game, would have been nothing-bat 2
meadows, if tafte had not varied and divided- 3
hgm into culiivated lands, or .raifed\them:y
foL. 1. E into
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“into eminences furroundedthh canals, which
have a communication’ with “the Thames.
vahefe canals lead to a Grotto, the ftones of
“which, unpolithed without-fide, form within
‘a vault adorned with fculpture. The famous
"MEerLin, Counfellor to King AR THUR,
who was believed to be begot by an incubus,
“has there likewife his cave, made in imitation
“of that which he occupied in Wales, .the °
p]acc of his nativity. The late Queen, who
Wwas a'lover of fubterraneous caverns, caufed
one to be conftructed in the form of a laby-
.rinth, in Which narrow, dark and winding
'valleys condudt the fteps of the curious, We
:there meet with the figures of travellers, who
“feem to walk trémbling all the way towards
“the entrancé of the cavern. A low and go-
“thic door, filled with hieroglyphics, leads to
“this awful place, to which you defcend by
. a walk covered with pebbles over-grown with
“mofs, “The enchanter fits upon a tripod,
“loaden with books of magick and armillary
“fpheres. ANN BoLEYN and Queen Er1zA-
_BETH confult him, accompanied by 'their
“nurfes, perflons very proper to aﬂi& at thefe
“puérile myfteries.
" Oppofite to thefe places, and on the dther
f,"f de of the’ nver, is to be feen Sion, a vaft pa-
. lace belonging to the Dukes of Northumbeér-
. Jand, with ourfronts,and flanked with towets,
The enemiés of the church of Rome repott,
“that it was formerly mhabued by monks, who
i vl‘ﬂted
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vifited a female convent at Richmond, by means
of a vault, which, it is faid, is fill in being,
and runs under the Thames. ‘

This fineriver waters Hampton-Court, which
-was built by Cardinal WoLsey, Minifter
“and favourite of HENrRY VIII. WiLrLiaM

the third, King of England, lived in this palace
and embellifhed it; four courts, furrounded
with four different piles of building, contain
 fifteen hundred apartments magnificently fur-
_nifhed : in one of the largeft are the feven fa-
mous Cartoons of RAPHAEL *, which repre-
.fent the a&ls of the apoftles; LEwrs XIV,
‘could not purchafe them for two millions of
livres. The infide of the apartments not only
gratifies our curiofity, but the country round
about prefents to the view a moft delightful .
. profpeét. A great canal crofles the gardens,
_planted with yews, like our anciént parterres,
.which are now out of fathion. o

There are here fome thickets laid out in our |
_modern tafte, in which the Englifh think there
is too much fymmetry. They prefer to
_fpouting waters thofe which have a level fur-
_face, as moré natural ; and winding walks
to ftraight alleys, the extremity of which is
.Jmmediately taken in by the eye, They even
‘make canals run in a ferpentine form, that

_they may appear the more natural, and caft
upequal fhades upon the banks, which are
-covered with green turf and trees, in the form
.r‘:-)/’ ~ . . E 2 < ' - _‘in
- ++-W Now removed to the Queen’s Palace, )
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in which they are prodced by natare. "W

faw -a delightful artificial rivelet of this fort
at Lord BurLINGTON’s neat London." -His
gardens are large and beautifully -adoined : it
is faid that the houfe is a minfature of -thé
fathous Palace of 'the Marquis of CAPRA ‘2t
Ficemza, which was built according toa plan
given by PaLLAD10; but the proportions of
a lofty edifice, when reduced toa fmall eom-
pafs, lofe all their grace, and noloﬂger pro-
duce: the fame effect.

 The Englifh often travel to Fraly, and therd
contra& 2 téfte for columns and pedimentsy
but they -redsce thefe antique -coloffus’s to
porticos and caftles for pigmies. - The Earl
of BuRLINGTON has fpent three millions of
Yvres i embeffithing his gardens, and build-
ing near his houle his little Jralian P:dacc,
which is ‘filled with the moft precious rari-
ties, He has notwithflanding a revenue of
thiee hundred thoufand livres a year, which
he fpends in retirement; by fetting artifts <6
‘work.

In this country Noblemen are richer thaa

in ours, and fpend their money in gratifying

their -particular taftes, whilt they throw
away much lefs money than ours upen the
articles of footmen, drefs, pagods, and jewels:
the neceflity they ere under to improve their
minds with ftudy, in order to make a figure
_in Parliament, keeps them from thoe vain
,amufements to which the deﬁre of pleafing

enflaves

Y
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enflaves the Freach Nobility, At our Court
pieferment is to be obtained only by the in-
trigues .of Women and Minifters ; for this
reafon it is neceflary for courtiers to become
fupple, and. cultivate the art of pleafing. In
Londen, refolution and amafculine eloquence
Jead to honours : in order therefore to attain
them, they are obliged to ftudy ancient au-
thors, and improve their minds with wifé¢
maxims ; and if they aim to fhine in: the ad-
miniftration, they are equally obliged to ftudy
politics. - Mence the defire of rifing, which
makes the nobility amongft us have recourfe to
frivolous amufements and diffipation, induces
the gredt in this country toattach themfelves
to ftudy. They endeavour by travelling to
improve their reafon, which has before been
exercifed by books, and that ofien till the
age of twenty, at Oxjford or Cambridge Unj-
verfities. I am now going to fet out for the
former of thofe learned feminaries, of which
1 thall give you an account at my return,

E3 LETTER
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Dear Sifler,

YOU appear to me to be fatisfied with my
mother’s health, with your own, and
my punctual correfpondence. 1 read the Jet-
ter, in which you give me this information,
with the higheft fatisfattion, upon my arrival
at Oxford. We were accompanied by two
Englib Knights in this little excurfion. We
firtt paffed by Windfor, whofe foreft MrPorE
has celebrated in an admirable poem.
~ The Duke of Cumberland has here a hunt-
ing-feat, feparated by a long avenue from the
" Royal Caftle, which ftands upon a hill, from
whence we difcover a vaft and fertile plain,
" watered by the Thanes. Ever fince the reign
of WiLLiAm the Conqueror,” the Englifh
- Kings have been conftantly lavithing embel-
. lithments upon this abode, favoured by na-
“ture. Epwarbp III. who made the Countefs
of Salifpury’s garter a2 mark of diftin&ion,
* there fixed the refidence of the order of the
Garter, and built the caftle in a tafte very
" ‘pleafing to the eye. Perhaps I may herein
difcover a want of tafte, but I muftown I like
gothic buildings, fuch as StOWEN’s Church
- ~ ° at

London, May 30;, 1750,

A et et . o A
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at Rouen, Tt has few admlrers like me ; but
my tafte is fupported by the congurrence of
perfons, whole opinion is of more wexght than
that of a multitude. The Chapel at /¥ind/or,
where HENrY VIII. and CHARLEs . were
buried, is in this romantic tafte of architec-
ture. The boldnefs of the vault furprizes
conroiflfeurs, and the finging of the choir,

" accompanied by the organ, delighted my ear

-like celeftial melody. The evening and the

. place contributed to my delufion. I would

_gladly have paffed the whole night in hearing *

~prayers and anthems. This enchantment
.-was broke by another, which appeared. to

'me equally exquifite. The terras. of. the
.caftle by moon-light has a moft delightful
profpe&t. . From this gentle gleam the archi-*

. te@ure derived new charms; it fhed a luftre
-vpon the Thames, and formed diftant prof-
- pects to which my imagination gave an inde-
. finite length.

I was almoft equally pleafed the day fol-

- lowing. ‘This fpacious terras affords a de-

lightful view. The apartments in the caftle

- _.are large and well furnithed.

. In St GEorGE’s Hall, where the feaft of

-the Knights of theGarter is celebrated, there

is a pic¢ture in which EDwarp the. black

, Prince is reprefented bringing to his father

W

-Epwarbp lIl, our King Jonn, . and two
_other Kings, who were formerly prifoners

--at Hindfor.  There are likewile chimney

E 4 pieces

e
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ipiccs “which are’ very much’ admired; ‘sad
frames adothed with. white Wood, eat info
the form of flowers and all forts of animals,
with furprizing art. ~The amift’ to ‘'whom
the world is indebted for chefe extraordinary
works, lived in the reign of Queen ELiza-
BETH, who was at great expehce to beftow
décorations'upon the places which Iam now
“defcribing. ‘ ‘ '

It was with regret we lefe them in order
-'to vifit the-famous caftle of Blenbeim, which
:Was built at the expence of the parliament
‘to perpetuate the memory of the Duke of
‘Markborough's viQories. '?hefe monurents,
‘which coft the nation twenty millions of li-
vres, refle&t as much honour on it as on the
-hero whom they immortalize. - The tapeftry
hingings and the paintings of this palace re-
‘prefent the exploits of the Duke ; the library
Jdn-'the gallery, which has neither piGtures

nor" gilding, and the bottom of which is -

adorned only by a piCture of Queen ANNE,

is embellifhed with fculptures in an excellent .

tafte: a colonade leads to the Chapel, where
is'to be feen a fuperb Maufoleum of the duke
of Marlborough : The edifice, which is of a
rich- and immenfe architeCure, is too low
A too BeaVy ; this fault had been frequent:
ly ‘€ommitted by VANBRUGH, who Eave the
plan ‘of it, ‘and this occafioned the Epitaph;
fn which the author alludes to the ancient
cuftom of withing that the earth may lie light

£ ‘ upon

®
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-upon the dead ;- the words, which are-either
Mr Porr’s or Dotor SwiFT’s, are as follow 3
" Lie heavy on Nim earth, for he
.- Laid many-a heavy load on thee,
The Eﬁgli b have brought the art of polifh-
ing fteel’ to great perfeQion. At Woodfleck,
near Blenheim, are to be feen the mafter-
pieces of this fort of workmanthip. They

fhew their goods te ftrangers ‘as they pafks
this way, who generally buy fome of them,

‘and fet out next day-for Oxford. We. were -
travelling to that place, where we arrived-

betimes. This city, which was. fet apast
by King ALFRED for the education of youth,
-prefents to the view on every fide Colleges,
,Eibrarjes, Gardens, Do&ors with four cor-

‘nered caps, Scholars in their gowns, and’

Shops and Markets to fupply their neceflities.
Whatever might interrupt the ftudies of the
Scholars, as gaming, plays, and complaifant
beauties, are banifhed from this place. . The
very air of the country breathes the pureft
precepts of morality. Every obje& that of-
{ers there inculcates virtue and fcience. - The
theatre, which has a fine dome built by SHEL-
noN Archbithop of Canterbury, 'in which the
public exercifes of the univerfity are pers
formed, is one of its fineft buildings. Therg
is ereCted hard by.a noble edifice,- in which
are cabinets for chemiftry, medals and m“il
v r
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‘7al hiftory; we there faw the ancient Arys-
" delian marbles, the corre& prefs of Clarendon,
and an ‘anatomical theatre, where they thew
- the fkeleton of a widow who had ten hufbands,
and was banged at thirty fix years of age,
.-for having poifoned four of them. '
~ What difgufted me in this leasned city, .du+
_. ring the fhort ftay we made in it, was to feel
~in the’ month of May, a December - wind,
. which gave me a fore throat; to find a fharp
* pavement which hurt my feet; and to fee the
- Parian or Arundel marbles thrown carelefsly
- to the bottom of a damp cellar. Is it poffible
that the Englifh, in feeking for the precious
- remains of Greece and Rome, refemble con-
- querors.or-Jovers, who are eager to acquire

- at a great expence the objeét of their withes, |

~and equally ready to neglect it when once

- it is in !their poflefion? There is likewife

~apother circumftance which one cannot ap-
= prove of, I mean the cuftom of diftinguithing
+the Oxford Scholars according to their birth
«:‘and fortune, by a gown more or lefs rich, At
:»the Mufes feats all ranks ought to be equal.
= Jtis more allowable to boaft of wit, beauty,
! firength, health and riches, than of birth;
~:hecaufe the former gifts may be ufeful to
siothers 3. but of what benefit is an honour-
able family without merit? In order to fup-
prefs that vanity, which fprings up too na-
turally in the minds of young perfons, it
Awould beudvifable to ufe them from their
: early

—%
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early youth to*fet a value upon no pralfe but

"that which is-acquired by virtue. 1 would

" recommend ‘this precept to my nephews, to

-

whom I here give my compliments. You in-
form me that" the Chevalier is received in the
corps of mufqueteers : If I take pleafure in
giving leflons, he will no doubt often afford
me occafion to exercife my talent that way:

in the mecan time, I endeavour to learn by
ftudying books as well as men. All the books
in the Bodleian library are chained upon the
fhelves: oppofite to the defks arc feats for

thofe that read. This is an excellent contri-

vance, it prevents thofe that come to ftudy
from carrying off any thing more than the

foul of the book, the body is-always left. be-

hind. 1 have feen at Sir HaNs SLOANE’s
a machine contrived in fuch a manner, as'to

--enable a reader to confult feveral books at a

time. It is a great wheel that turns upon
two pivots furrrounded with -ten or.twelve
defks, which turn at the pleafure of the reader,
who is feated in his aim chair; and it is -fo
contrived that none of the books can either
fhut or fall down. Thefe defcriptions. take
up fo much of my time and paper, that I

~am obliged to defer to another opportunity

the conclufion of this account of my ramble
10 Oxford. Farewel, s

LETTER
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COUTLETTERE
' Eomdwt, Jume g 1750,

o

I Can no longer defer fending you the con-
* clufion of what happened to us in our ex-
curfion toOxford. We left it in the evening
and loft our way as we were going to Grees-
caftle, which however is diftant from it but
three miles. Baron ScHUTZ; keeper of the
King’s wardrobe, to whem it belongs, and his
Lady, prefled us warmly to fpend a few days
‘with them. The place where we faw them,
is embellithed both by nature and art, and
~ their politenefsmade the time we ftayed with
them pafs away in thie moft agreeable manner
imaginable. We took many a pleafant-walk
there. - Our hofls firft fhewed us a little an-
‘tique temple, an obelifk, and other ornaments.
of their gardens, and accompanied us upon
grafs-plots to the banks of a little natural
‘rivulet, which after many turnings and: wind-
ipgs ends at a grotto of fhell-work, towards

which its coorfe is turned. From a fmall .

eminence, which was alfo formed by- their
hapds, they thewed us MirTon’s hoyfe, to

which I bowed with all the reverence with:
whigh that poet’s memory infpires me. . And.

‘that_we might. be the more thoroughly ac-
wd quainted
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quainted with the maoners of the country,
our curiofity was not fatisfied with taking a
view of the villa’s of the nobility and genuy
in the peighbourhood ; we vifited even the
cottages of fhepherds and the houfes of far-
mers.  People of this clafs have their houfes
well furnifhed, are well drefled, and eat well ;
the pooreft country girls drink tea, have bo-
dices of chintz, ftraw hats on their heads, and
fearlet cloaks upon their fhoulders. Their
bufbands {will themfelves with liquor at their
leifure, their cattle lies under the open air
without being afraid of wolves, which were
long fince deftroyed in this country, and corn
is kept a whole winter at the mill without
being fpoiled. In France our farms ruin us
by the number of buildings we ere® upotr
them ; but it would be a difficult matter t¢
reconcile our country peafants .to this ceco-
nomy. Men are always complaining of theif’
cuftoms, yet are inceafed at thofe who at-
sempt to teform them: I fhall treat farther
- of this fubject in a proper place; in the mean
time let me return to my excurfion. " %

‘We ftopped fora while to take a view of '2'
collection of the pictures of great men’ by’
VANDYKE, at a fine feat built by the fa~
- mous CLARENDON, anceftor of Lord HypE

you have feen the latter at Paris, whete he'¢on~
traQed that tafte which made hiai farnifh it i’
the French fathion at his retarnt. - His fifter)’
. the Dutchefls of QURENSRURY, a8 ﬁm"o‘us‘{of
R €r

.
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her“wit 4s her beauty, - honours me with her
friendfhip. I fhall here give you a ftroke &f
her charalter. We are told -that fhe once
handed about fome verfes of Porx’s, which
offended the King to fuch 4 degree -that his
Majefty forbid her the court. The Dutchefs
‘was fo litthé concerned at this, that fhe an-
fwered, I am much obliged to your Majefty
for banithing me the court, the attendance
T have given there has been a long time very
irkfome to'me.” What adifference there is
“between courtiers in this country and France !
I tell you this fory in order to make you fen-
- fible of it. ' It has diverted me from my fub-
ject, but I'refume it in order to give you an
account of my arrival at Stow, a feat of Lord
CorraM’s, two miles fromBuckingbam. The
diwelling-houfe, by no means magnificent, is
of fuch a fize that, with the green-houfe, it
s reckoned €6 be-a thoufand feet broad where

it fronts the gardens, which an{wertoitinex~ -

‘tent.. We walked thére three hours together,

‘4ccompanied by 2 guide, yet did not fee the

“whole. “There are few marble ftatues there;
they are very fearce in England : they do not,
like us, multiply the images of the Pagan gods,
which-chriftianity fhould confign to oblivion ;
1inftead of this, they immortalize their great
ithen :“the fatues ereGed to their honour are,
‘Bike'feed; capable of producing others to .all
leeraity. “The fine gardens which we watked
thyough; prefented us at the end of each.alley,
Soede . (adorned
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{adorned with a variety of diffcrent forts of
fhrubs) fometimes a turret, fometimes am
obelitk, mills, a circus, elyfian fields, colo-
nades, 2 pretty temple dedicated to ‘the god
of Love, with this infeription, '

Nunc amet qui nondum amavit,
Quique amavit nunc amet : -

- A monument dedicated to friendfhip, in
which the mafter of this fine feat placed the
bufts of all his illuftrious friends: here is alfo .
a proteftant church of gothic architeGure,
where the following verfes of CoORNEILLE
are engraved upon the frontispiece :

Je rends graces auxDieux de n’etre pasRomain
Pour conferver encore quelque chofe d’humain :

- ;A column of feventy feet High, ere&ed“by
an ARTEMISIA to the memory of aCoBHAM.:
The temple of Virtue, which appears. an

~every fide falling in ruins: The faloon. of .

Sleep, where the following infcription is to
be read round a garland of poppies, .

. RS |
. Cum omnia fint in incerto, fave tibi, .

An Egyptian py}amid in miniature, vmthq,!l
:its proportions : An hermitage made of clay

. ‘and the roots. of trees, furnifhed :with a bed

-6f mofs, earthen veflels, and Latin infcriptions,
: - . “which

3

wer
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which recodd the virtue of thofe Anchorites:*
who made a VNus of (now to quell their }
ardent defires, or of thofe who, in order to .
put their conftancy to a trial, flept between
two youthful fhepherdefles, as did RosErT
D’ArBrisseL. Well-chofen motto’s cha- ’
ra&erife with taile each of thefe little edifices. .
Obelifks and grottos adorn the fountains. -
We faw iffue from an artificial mount pine-
trees and fhrubs, which the rocks produce, °
and three fprings, which dart through crevices,
after many turnings and windings, form 2
lake, and lofe themfelves in fubterrancous
caverns lined by pebbles ; where, after theic
fall, they form baths. The roaring of the
waters, which pleafes at the fame time that.
it terrifies, conflitutes the whole charm of -
this lake. Of the chancel of a Roman Ca-.
tholic church, they have formed a Sibylline
cave, the infcriptions of which an{wer to-
the defign. A hill called the Parifh, trans+
formed into a Parnaflus, contains an ApPoLLo,
the Mufes, and the waters of Hippocrene. At:
the back of a temple, ere@ed to celebrate and
reprefent the fages of the nation, we read in
Italian verfe the following infcription to the
memory ofa traveller born beyond the 4ips, -
which [ tranflate thus.

Py

Here ligs, whom not the vain defire ’
Treafures and fostune to acquire,

*  But
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‘But-to fubfift in plains and fields . 1.
On what the earth all-bounteous yields, .+
Brought from. his native country o’er

To Albion’s fair and blifsful thore:-

No -praife of friends he ¢'er requir’d, -
Carcfles only he defir’d.

Tho’ oft admitted to the great,

He was no pimp nor fpy of ftate.

Their orders always he obey’d,

But compliments to vice nc’er paid ;

Nay though no bigot, would repair

To church fometimes at hours of prayer..
If he who nature’s laws obeys, -

And never from her dictates ftrays,

Is thought to have a right to claim

The fage’s honourable name;

‘Whot’er deferv’d that title more

Than he. whofe lofs I now deplore 2.

A conftant lover who never ly’d,

A friend in whom one might confide ;

In vigour and the prime of life

~Had many young ones by his: wife; -

He faw them in his laft decline '
Thrive like himfelf, and gaily- fhine;

And more; to erown his life with praife, -

-He pafs’d the evening of -his days =~
In an old hermit’s hut retird, - . .t
Where his example was admir’d. -1 v
Here adulation rais’d no. fhrine, -

‘Nor honour’d him with -rites divire. = '}

.But he whom all thefe honours grace -
‘Was never fprung from human race,
-Nor, L F *T was
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*Twas faithful Tray, his Lord’s delight, -
Poflefs’d thefe qualities -fo bright. -

I fhould hardly ever make an end, if I was
to defcribe all the beauties of the gardens of
Stowe : the Chinefe-houfe in the midft of a
‘lake ; that of V ENuU s, artfully formed of
the fineft pebbles and fhells; the temple of
Diana of the doric order, which is now
compleatly builtin the Greek tafte: and many
-other monuments, the plan of which often
-does much more honour to the genius of the
nobleman to whom they belong, than the
exccution to the artifts ; and which furprize
as well by their multiplicity as by the immenfe
fums that have been fpent upon them.

From this elegant babitation we went. to
another; a few miles diftant from it, which
belongs to Mr LEE, nephew of the Lord
Chief Juftice, who was fo obliging as .to
accompany. us in our rambles, and invite us
to pafs four or five days with him. The
place is fine, and well fituated. - At this feat
they lead a life of frcedom and eafe; if a
Frenchman had the fame revenue of 70000
livres a year, be would make much greater
fhow than the mafter of this place.

.. Immediately after the Pudding is difpatched
they drink warm Punch. After the Defer:,
efpecially in the country, the cloth is taken
away, and the women retire. The table is
of fine Indian wood, and very fmooth ; little
L round
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round veflels, called fliders, which are of the
fame wood, ferve to hold the bottles, and. the
guefts can put them round as they think pro-
-per. The name of each different fort of wine
is graved upon a plate of filver faftened to the
‘neck of the flafk ; the guefts chufe the liquor
‘to which they give the preference, and drink it
‘with as ferious an air as if they were doing pe-
Mance, at the fame time drinking the healths
of eminent perfons, and fathionable beauties ;
this they call toafting. Thisappellation, and
cuftom, owe their origin to a miftrefs of
one of the Kings of England, who was bath-
ing: one of the Courtiers galantly drank a
glafs of the water the nymph was bathing in;
all the reft drank one after anothery when it
Came to the turn of the laft, he faidy <« I’l1
¢ keep the-toaft for myfelf,” alluding to the
‘common pralice of putting a toaft into. lic
quor. - Such is the etymology of the Exglifh
‘word teaf?, of which you have no doubt heard
ftequent mention. This cuftom is more ob-
“ferved at the taverns in London, and even at
-thofe - where Noblemen meet, than at their
‘own tables ; I think fo at leaft, though pof-
fibly I may be miftaken in my obfervations,
I do not make a ftay long enough-to fatisfly
“sither'my curiofity or yours with: regard to
-the manners of the people ; the-titne of “oifr
Afeparture for Holiand is athand, . + . .
oG A . A A S Ay
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LETTER X

Hague, Fune 20, 1750.
Dear Sifter,

I Have not written to you fince I left London,

that I might have the more to tell you
atonce. We found ourfelves fo ill after our
paflage from Calais to Dsver, that we had
not the courage to venture a longer paffage
from Harwich to Holland. A calm fea has
brought us back to Calais, to take our Beriin
again, and continue our travels by land. As
1 pafled by Duntirk, 1 recolle&ed the unhap-
py times when England had fo much the ad-
vantage of Franee, as to force us to demalith
it: It is much to be feared that our neglect
of ‘maritime affairs will one day again reduce
us to the fame abafement. Ypres likewife re-
called to my memory all we fuftered on account
of its Bp JANseN1Us, who died of the plague
in that city. All things perifh, all things tend
to decay: Ghent, that fear of the ancient
Counts of Flanders, that immenfe metropolis,
is half difpeepled. The churches filled with
‘ F 3 pi&ures
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pictutes by the greatet mafters,. ftill rctain a
gothic fimplicity. = After we had fpent fomg
time in admiring them, we had -8 mind ta
fake, an airing: the coachman.thereypon
drove. us about 2 fquare'where ‘we conftamly
faw the fame coaches, and afked him e¢verg
now and then when we fhould be at the end
of ourjaunt, .You.have been thereand back
again feveral times within this hour, anfwered
he; _this they. call Balocher. This cuftom,

which was borrowed from the Spaniards, .as |

the time that their women lived in conftraint
and confinement, is faid to be ftill 2 commop
amufement with the Ladies of Madrid : that
may be ;. hug [ could never take any pleafure
in this fort f diverfion. = . . »
The ‘cfay‘ .after this airing we bent our
courle to Antwerp, through the upper part
of Flanders.., T'o prevent time from hanging
heavy upon our hands, we often run into dany
ger: we were under a neceffity of pafling
the Scheld, which is in that place very broad
and rapid ; the ferry-boat was on the -other
fide ; how then could we think of waiting for
it above two hours ? We chofe rather to
Jeave our coach to the care of aur fervants,
and indifcreetly entruft ourfelves to a very
fmall fkiff. The waves tofled us about.a long
time in imminent danger of our lives, preventy
‘ed us from approaching the fhore, and obliged
us to afcend by a Jadder from the bark to,a
veflcl faftened to the port, which occalioned

. us
Y . -
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tis not a little perplexity. We atlaft arrived,
and not having any carriage, we crofled the
city on foot, and had the better opportunity
of feeing the gothic tops of the houfes which
are higher than at Ghent, and in better con-
dition. Notwithftanding my infirm ftate of
health, the habit of exercife to which I have
happily accuftomed myfelf, and the thort Eng-
{ifb drefs, which I wear in my journey, and
which is exaétly fuited to my ftature, enable
‘me to furmount the difficulties I have to ftrug-
gle with, I therefore eafily reached my inn,
with an appetite which would have made me
think the fith of Zntwerp excetlent, even if
it had been quite the reverfe; the next day
we went to fee the churches and‘ the fine pic-
tures which are there preferved with'care.

- This was the country of VANDYKE and
RuBENs; it can ftill boaft a famous painter
in water-colours, whofe name 'is Sm1TH
but at prefent there are but few eminent ar-
tifts in this city. Commerce has been there
ina declining condition, fince that of Am/fer-
dam- and Rotterdam attained to a flourithing
ftate.  We continued our journey to the
laft-named city, through Moerdick, where
we' left our carriage, to'embark  aboard 2
wherry, the mafter of which refembles the
CunARroN fo much celebrated in’ ancient’
Mythology. The wind was_high: to en-
totirage us he took care to give us an account
of the Prince of OR ANGE who was drowned
- F 4 in

-
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in this littlé feain 1711: we were, however,

much more eafy here than in the fhocking

Poft-waggon in which we were jolted to

the Maes. We pafled it twice in 4'ferty-boat

to arrive at the placc of ERAsMUS’s nativity,

whofe ftatue we faw from the windows of

our inn. T T

-~ Retterdam is a rich and populous city,
well built ; and through it there pafs feveral

Jarge canals fupplied with water from ‘the

Maes, upon which firlt-rate veflels fail down

to the midft of the city. The confufed prof-

pect of the mafls of fhips, trecs planted on

each fide of the canals, fteeples amd turrets,

gave us an agreeable furprize. - We were

.no- lefs ftruck with what we found at Mr
.Biscror’s, who fells all forts " of thread by
retail, which he himfelf delivers to his cufto-
mers in a wretched thop. To gratify our
~curiofity, this old man led us with' an un-
.couth and penfive air by a little dark ftair-
cafe to a chamber furrounded with chefts of

_@ miferable appearance, which contain not-
-withftanding immenfe treafures. They are
above a hundred in number, filled with the

- choiceft Flemifh pictures, antique vafes of
-gold and enamels, japan ware, the fineft
1Saxon plate I ever faw, a variety of tiniatures
_of flowers and fruits admirably "done by a
; paftry-cook ; charming landfcapes painred
- by. a cook, which an optic glafs throws te
_an.immenfe diftance, ~ The pofleffor of thefe
' mafter-

.

—
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miafterpieces has his country houfe alfo full of
rauties 3 but bis country houfe is as large as-
bis thop is litdde,  This fingularity gives you
a jult pi&ture of the manners of a republic,
where the rich citizen, being entirely void of
pride, does not facrifice to pleafure a fingle
moinent, by which his opulence may be in-
creafed, :

Upon leaving Rotterdam we bent our courfe
to Delft, where the air rung with the chimes
of a hundred fteeples. We there faw the
tombs of Grorivs and Admiral TRomP,
and tbat of a2 Hufband and Wife who diedat
a hundred years of age, in the {fame month,
after baving lived feventy-five years together
in the fri¢teft union and amity. As we had .
no doubt concerning the poflibility of a laft-
ing and tender conjugal union, we ftaid but
-2 fhort time to contemplate this monument;
we were. much more curious to fee that
ereéted to the memory of the Prifice of '
Oerance, aflaffinated at Delft. The fculptor
has reprefented a dog dead of grief for his
dofs, and lying at his feet. How many lef-
-fons do thefe menuments of the vanity of

human greatnefs fuggeft toa thinking mind !

1. We were full of thefe refletions in a jour-
.-mey of three leagues, which led us to the fineft
svillage in Eurepe. The Hague, of which I
1 now give.you a defcription, is an aflemblage
of Iquares, of fine walks, of canals fomewhat
<addy, and of palaces rathér elegant than
S L SR TR v welh
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well-built. - They are inhadited by:Ambaflae
dots; Deputies of the Statés, and therich-nos
bility.. We expeted to fee nobody there
‘but the French Ambaffador 5 but the Earl of
CHESTERFIELD, without ever apprifing us
of it, was fo good as to write in our faveur
b the Earl of HoLDERNEsSE theEngli/h Am-
baflador. 1 never knew one of his country
trave w'more fathionable air: his merit equals
$is munificence, and his kindnefs to us fur-
?aﬂ'c% any thing I could fay of it. The

besuty of the Countefs, fet off by a noble
and polite fimplicity of manners, is not more
“eafy to bedeferibed. I had not brought with
me-proper tlothes to accompany her to - the
coure of the Prificefs, where her obliging in-
aention was +td introduce me. Qur Ambaf-

ifador accompanied my fellow-traveller to the

Buadholder’s; :Both their Highnefles were fo
womplaifarit 3s-to converfe with him, and the

Toveral :perfom prefent, in the language of

thieir refpeétive: countries, which they fpoke
vith as much facility as if they had been na-
#wsl fo-them. - Their children learn them
_aithifuceefs; and difcover a promifing ge-
nius. At this court people live juft as at all
others ; they game, take the air, doze away
their time “in infipid languor, and go to fee
the French ¢omedians, who have a handfome

theatre, “and: to the ftakian concert.
The aflemblies are here juft the fame a5 at
“Endon ; and we are fo happy as to be al;;

we
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well received here as in that capital. - The
Spani/b Ambaflador, DEL PUERTO, yefter-
day gave us an entertainment, which con-
difted of -forty difhes in the beft tafte. Our
cinner at the Prince of Na:sau’s to-day
was equally elegant. The true Cape-wine is
drunk here; ours is fpuricus. Fatigue is fo
good for my health, that it gives me ftrength
to fupport it. How is it poflible to bear up
under fuch a weight of pleafures? I muft
make hafte to enjoy them, the time of depar-
ture approaches : we did not think of renew-
ing thele agreeable fcenes, but my. Liady
HoLpEeRNEssE will have it fo, and fhe is fo
obliging as to infift upon our paying -her
fecond vifit, when we have feen the other
towns: of Holland. We receive numerows
invitations, and I readily yield .to fuch-kiad
importunities. - This morning we went two
leagues to fee Ryfwick, a palace famous for
-the peace of 1697 ; and. this evening we ft
out for Amflerdam, from whence [ will write
to you if I poflibly can: the journies i.make,
and the feveral amufements 1.mecet wikhy,
fcarce leave me time to fet my foot upon the
ground. . : S i
.. I who by nature was defign'd . .. .0
.. For fweet tranquillity of mind,: .. .q;
Rack’d by unceafing toils, in vain. « -«

;. A peaceful port afpire to gain.: . .-
S L adw .. - Ba
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But You, whom PALLAS form'd to pleafe,

Ang aptivate éach heart with eafe, -~

You, who receiv’d from every grace

Thofe charins that win all human race,

Foo oft to.rural thades retir'd,” "~ -

Live joylefs, by na crowds admir’d.

Reafon, whofe juft and (age control

Rules every motion of your foul,

“Through a long dreary path your flight =

Speeds to the gloomy realms of nighe.

- To that fame geal my courfe I bend,

The goal where all purfuits muft end.

Te 1each thofe manfions of the dead,

Sometimes in rugged paths I tread;

Soinetimes I rove thro’ flow’ry plains,

Where fmiling plenty ever reigns.,

The ftars which o’er our lives prefide,

Through different ways our footfteps guide ;

‘Though torrents roar and mountains rife,

Though dreary profpects meet our eyes,

Hard - by mithapen rocks are feen

Luxuriant vales and meadows gteen,

Where FLorA, deck’d in trim array,

Adds 2 new luftre to the day.

But thole who one fafe road purfue,

Where pleafing objeéts are but few,

Partake lefs good, endure lefs ill :

Such is high Heav’n’s refiftlefs will.

Ofi us poor ‘mortals fate beftows

Incequal meafure joys and woes; N

Gief; hope; and love, and hate and fear,

Diverfify -€ich rolling year. I
“1In
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"In a word, this life is but a fhort pilgri-
mage. I was this morning ftruck with-'a
fable in the Spectator upon this fubjeét. ¢ A
Dervife travelling through Perfia, arrived at
laft at the mctropolis; and as he knew that
the great men of that country often exhau(t
their treafures in building and founding ca-
ravanferas, he took the palace of the Kin
of Perfia for one of thofe magnificent houfes
of public entertainment. Quite abfent in
thought, he crofied the firft and fecond court,
afcended the galleries, laid his cloak+bag up-
on the ground, and was going to fleep upon
it as a bolfter. One of the guards taok ng+
tice of him, told him what a place he was
profaning, and was going to turn him out
dire@ly. During the difpute theKing pafled
by, fmiled at the traveller’s.blunder, and
afked him how he could miftake the palace
of a monarch for an inn ? Shall I beg leave teo
atk your majefty one queftion, modeftly ansr
fwered the Dervife : to whom did this fumpz
tuous palace belong before you came to the
throne? To my father, my grandfather, ard
all my anceftors in their turns, anfwered the
King.  And for whom, added the Dervife}
are thefe immentfe edifices intended after you 2
For the Prince my Son, without doubt, cried
the monarch, with aftonithment. - Ah,, Sir}
returned the Pilgrim, ahoufe which fo oftén

changes its inhabitants, is not a palace hut 3

caravanfera.”
- LETTER



T .’JL’-'E T"r ER ﬁx:. g

LETTER XI

lm erdam, June oth 1750,
.Dur Syhr, ﬂ ¥ 75

lN Holland we meet with barks in all places,
.which’ fet out every hour without waiting
for any body. We took one for Leyden, and
at our amval had a defire to fee the celebrated
MuscHENEBROECK ; butheisamanvery much
wdvanced inyears, and, as nightapproached,
he was juft going to bed: we did not care to
difturb him, and fo we pafied the evening
writh-Mr’ LALLBMAND, profeflor of phyfic.
He tried feveral experiments to amufe us; one
~ of them wasupon the new artificial loadﬁonc,
sihofe force is-equal to that of the real mag.
met ; another upon the catapulta of the an-
cients, as powerful, if we may believe hifto-
rians, ascannonin battering down the walls
of a befieged city, and much more eafily mov-
ed. Thefe machines gratified our eyes, a
good . fupper- our ftomachs, and the next
morning the -anatomy-room offered to our
curiofity a cat, an Indian ape with wings,
the hand of a fea-nymph, and the fkeleton of
ayoung.ahan whoin the feventeenth century
fwallowed a "knife, whilft he endeavoured to
(fraw qut 4 fifh’s bane which almoft choked
im.. lp-order to get-out this morfel fo hard
‘of
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digeftion it was thought neceffary to open his
ﬁomach and he lwed ewht years after the
operation.”

Amongft other extraordmary thmgs, they
fhew near r theé Hague the place where MATIL-
DA was formerly delivered of three hundred
children, which was a judgment infliGted
upon her for wifhing that-a poor. womzan
might prove barren. At Leyden they likes
wile preferve a loaf, transformed. to a ftone;
as a judgment upon a girl who refufed one to
her fifter at the time of a famine.. « = >0

The univerfity of this place boals of lwm)g
had a number of learned men of all icountries;,
and in the moft different branches of litexae
ture; as Grorius, HEiNs1us, Vosstusy
BurRMANNUS, SCALIGER, DESCARTES;
SaLMmasius, GRoNOVIUS, GREV.IUS
BavyiLe, Basnage, L Crire, &c.. dm
1512, FREDERICK Of Taleds, when Roerden
was facked, fpared nobody but. the. learned
Hor TENsIUs. .Science, which is produtive
of fo many advantages may, as you fee by
this example, fometimes even: preferve our
lives. ¢« The Mufes, fays Cicero®, :noucith
youth, cherith old age. give new: charms in
profperity, afford confolations in . adverfity;
lcrve as a refuge to the unfo:tunate.» are nb

hmdmnce
. # Hac ftudia adolfeentiam alien, fene&utem obl»&ant,
fecundas res ornant, advérfis perfagium "& fohitip p}ehmz

dEle@ant domi nun impediunt, forio, perégrinnatérinobiffei;
guticantur,
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‘himdranee I bufinefsy pafy chernight with 1o
us, travel with ‘us, and evehtadcompuny: up I
inte the country.” 1 am fetifible this . wifeiw
conful ‘was'in‘the right: ! Rudy and-labourv:|
‘have a bester effe than pheafuresin making
the hours pafs away like moments, On'the 1
-contrary, an-idle life flows flowlylike a flug—*
gith ftream, - always prefents the fame fur-';
face, and offers to the mind nothing'that can '
either terrify ‘or furprize, but gives it up to -
irkfomnefs. In the hurry of bufinefs, time 2
is as a torrent whole agitation roufes the -
mind, banithes the remembrance of paft fuf-
ferings, the' dread of future contimgencies,
lightens prefent care, and at the fame time
enliveny and ‘elevates us with - defires and -
hopes;, Wwhich are out only refource. o
Frém the famous Mufeum, which led me: -
to thefe reflections, we went to ‘take a view of- *
‘the: ghrden of plants, Coffee, which isthere-!
cultivated in warm green houfes, bears a fruit’ -
that'refembles o cherry. Bohea Tea hasa
round leaf, Green Tea a fharp poiated-one; *
‘that of the'cinnamon tree refembles the fau~ "
relileaf ;" the fugar canes, which are a fort
-of reeds, hive a long, marrow leaf i here afe™
fubdues naturé; here the fruits of all' clivw’
~mates’ripens we at this feafon eat excellent’
-melons, * pine apples, grapes, large peafs,””
“brought td maturity by hot-beds at a moH="
‘ftrows” expence, It is common enough to”
;-fe:ngarﬂe‘ns'"of a moderate fize, the keepit}g;’
3 : A
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of which ftands the owners in twelve or if~ .
teen thoufand livres a year. The gardeners
who work in them. don’t earn lefs than four ..
livres a day, pafs part of their time in fmoak-
ing and drinking tea and coffee; and the
mafters are obliged to regale their journey-
men with them. Thefe liquors are fold in
public places, juft as lemonade is at Paris, -
It is fomething extraordinary that the Inha-
bitants of Eurgpe cannot live without foreign
commodities ; chocolate made of cocoa nuts,
American fugar, Coffee made of Arabian.
beans, and tea which is furnifhed by the leaves
of Chinefefhrubs. Should thefe remote regi-
ons. fupply our fertile countries with utenfils,
linnen and clothes ? We pity thefe poor £u-
ropeans, fay the Chinefe, the fterility of whofe

- climate obliges them to exert all their induftry

to build fine fhips, in order to come to our
lfea port towns in'queft of the neceflaries of
ife. :

Indian utenfils are in great plenty here,
Every thing is to be found in Holland, though
the climate produces nothing : the four ele- .
ments are there deficient ; the marfhy air is
very unwholefome, thebad tafte of rain wa-.
ter obliges me to drink Briflal water, which
is in this country as dear as wine; for want .
of wood they burn turf. The earth has the .
appearance of a puddle, drained by dykes,.
which are always ready to burft. They are..
fup@ortéd by conftant labour, efpecially. in,

Vor. L. G the
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the neighbourhood of Mariim ; thie vdy ehed
ther is over a fluice, onone fide of which:(¥
fea iis higher than on ‘thie other.' There is
nothing rematkable in this ciey tmt: the toud
found of the organs of its church; tite pipey
of which are as thick 4s ‘a man’s body. *
- Three leagues bevond Harlem frands A
© Jlerdam, the' capital ‘of Holfand, farrounded
by tiree fatge canals; along: the fitles of thof@
€anals are rows of trees, between which and
#he Roufes Is the fpace of a freet, and a path
to walk id; the houfés are' adorred with
marble, with paintings and’ rich carpets;
but difplaying more elegante amd- neatnefs
than true tafte of archite@ure. In this city
three hundred thoufand inhabitants are cons
ﬁar‘l:‘lz in a&ion, and bring together by their
induftty ehe treafures of the twos worlds. © A
confiderable-number of publicedifices delight
the'eye; they-dare not venture to raife theit
fteoples too high, their buildings being upont
fo ﬁndyv-t‘.éundation. In ‘one of their
thurches is to be feen the monument of D2
RuiTER; who rofe from a2 common: fhilbt
to be an-admiral.  After returning fafe from
ton voyages-to the Indies; and eight engager
ments at fea, he was-at laft’ killed near chie
Sitilian coaft, fighting againft- our Admriral
DuquesNe, another hero of fortune ; there
. are‘fewnburfuch in thie fea fervice: thiscath
ing réquires-a conftant practice, with whith
the attachiment'of our men' of quality-to-phen

fure -
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ﬁ:rs and- the court is by no means confif+

Thc Dutch have poﬂ'eﬁ'ed themfelves of
fgvsral fettlements in Afia by means of their_
maritime power. To conform to the exag-
gerated phrafes of the country, they aflume
the following titles; fovereigns of Fava,
Amboyna and other iflands, commanders over
al] -the feas in the world, protéétors of theé
Kings and Princes of Eurspe, fupreme mo-
derators. in all the affairs' of chriftendoms
Their Eafi-India company has fifty veffels
at fea, their land-forces compofe 2 bady of
ffty thoufand men; their company gains im-
menfe fums, whilft ours hal beén continually
lofing during ten years that it has nastied-on
this commerce.

+ I thought I fhould: fee no bcggafs extﬁer in
England or in Holland, but there are too many
in.all countries ; and for the honour of huma-
Rity it would be happy if there were none %
be feen any where, except in the woskhoufes
 ere&ed for their fupport. ' In dmferdsin we |
likewife fee, in the midft of a varicty of per-
fuafions that are theére tolerated, the fanie
religious parties which have fo long -diftrefled.
gur country; there are nine Fanfeniff and’
thirteen Moliniff churches eftablifhed in that
sity. Thofe who. embrace thefe-oppofite
fidrties. never intermarry, and they hate: esch
sthér: more bitterly than they do.the Calvi-
nifts and, the Lutherans; Thedaﬂumh

Aty G 2
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fo ‘many tolerated fe@s ‘have -to, gain: the
efteem ;of each other, may -very -probably

contribute:tn-keep up.a feverity of :manners

m this.country. Plays are here: but.feldom
exhibited s pleafure is in but little requeft s
love finds; ‘doubtlefs, admittance: even herey
but the ardour. of his flames with difficulty
fubdues. the'coldnefs and rigid . virtue of the
Dutch. beauties.  Idlenefs does not oblige
their hufbands to leave their houfes in quedt

of amufements.  So much are they attached-

to bufinefs, : that they would regret even.the
Jofs of @ moment. S L
- once.-was fo happy as to' meet at the
houfe of ome of thefe induftrious bankers three
men of merit: in three .different branches;
our conful, Monfieur DE ST SAuvEuR¥,
Monfieur D2 T'RONCHIN, an eminent phy-
fician, and «he Chevalier DE Jaucougr,
as.famous for his learning as his noble births
He ‘travels without any oftentatious appear-
ance, and ison that account the more refpect-
edi' ‘Thefe gentlemen were fo obliging asite
facrifice a few moments to thew us the cabinet
of Mr BrRamcamp, who has a great number
of fine Flemifh pi€tures, and the fineft piece. by
WaAnvzzENT that [ ever faw in my. lifex
the filk sanufa@ures ; the fine viila of Monf;
Piwro, a gentlemzn of learning and taftes
and :the'iﬁwmboufe built upon thirteen
, o thoufand
% He'ow refides at Pererfburgh, . . - o 5
-"’q"A’m’flMSk‘ Mll‘-?iﬁtio . R PR T35
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thoufand piles, in fine modern architeGture, 2
hundred and ten paces long and eighty broad,
but roo low. - The city guard patroles in the
night ‘round this houfe, in which immenfe
fums of money are depofited. The dark halls
are adorned with the pictures of the principal
vitizens, painted partly by VANDYKE, REM-
BRANDT and RuBens. The fcnators who
are elefled by the populace*, govern the city
and fend deputies, in the fame manner as the
other fix provinces, to the provincial ftates,
which afterwards appoint députies to the ftates
general at the Hague. The  Stadtholder,
whofe dignity defcends by hereditary right,
~ even to his daughters, has no vote in that
affembly, yet in a manner govems it by hls
great credit and influence.
- Tt would be a vain attempt for me to en-

deavour to give you an idea of this fort of
authonty ; I have been affured, that though
it is fenfibly felt, it cannot be explamed. )
Before thelaft war, the fame families which
retained for each other by turns the eleiive
places of Burgomafters, deftined to the pro-
feflion of arms young perfons who ‘were
"without a capacity for bufinefs, and void of
emulation.  Ignorance of the military.art
prevailed in the troops, difcotd in the fenatd;
t6 banith which they made chains for theni-
{’e!ves The Province of ‘Holland had -2 de-

G 3 © fire

® This I apprehend to he a miftake { the cle@iomof Se-

fators is left to the Senate themfelves, which vendéts the.gos
wernment oligarchical rather than democratical,



- were defirous of making trial “of the only

"8 - LETTER XL~
- ﬁne to-fuppett the ancient republican fornt af

govémment; the other provinces got the

- bettet, and again placed the hotife of ORANGE
4t the helm of affairs. "The good -onder

‘which the Princes of that houfe endeavout-
ed to introduce in the ftate, has not lowered

" the gm:e of Provnﬁons, which' is exorbitang
' in this country ; the impofts neceﬁ'arf*m or-

‘der to keep the dykes in repair, exceed the

" revenues of thc )ands and commerce is m

§

a declmmg condmpn, becaufe there are fo
many adventurérs in that way all oxer Europe.
"The inhabitants of Amfierdam are themfelves

Qf 0p|mon, that the grandeur of their coun-
H try, which is already upon the decline, will

evety ‘da (i tend to a total extio&ion; but a
-~ view of

e port by no means favours this opi-

" nions veffels from every point of the com-

pafs brmg tblther commadities of all forts in

3 abar ndance

“land, we were

As’ we failed yefterday towards North Hol-
i{ uck with admiration at fee-

“ ing ‘a foreft of malts, which over-fhadowed

12

“'the whole fhore.” In order to arrive at it, we

‘Cariiage formeriy known in this countryj
ﬁgure to yourfelf the body of a coach upon

b 'a fledge, like thofe that tranfport merchan-
min dlfe in trading towns. At prefent there are

many. who purchafe from the government ‘the

B feni*nﬂioh to have wheels to them': bat fill

[l

ey cofitinue the ﬂcdges. ‘We made’ u‘f:f

e
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1of-ane of thefe carriages; a great horfe with
~a:collar, led flowly by a footman: who ftands
=by the coach-door, drew us along, tearing
.up the pavemént all the way till we came
Lo the fhore; but a fine boat which we hired,
.«carried us eafily to Sardam, a village, where
: the Czar PETER pafled two years difguifed
. like a carpenter, in order tolearn the true
. conftru@ion of men of war. One day his
- Maje{? took by miftake the tools of one of
. his rude companions, who abufed him in the
grofleft Janguage for his miftake: the Mo-
.nasch acknqwledged his fault, and was wil-
ling to fubmit to any punithment.  What
~might not be expe&ted from a Prince as juft
. as courageous? In the placg which I now
defcribe, we fhould render the homage due
..to his virtues and kifs the traces of his foot-
.. fteps. :
The ftreets, which are paved with brick
.-are ¢cleaner there in all weathers than the bed
. fcoured pewter. Women carry their huf-
., bands upon their backs, when they have no
. flippers to give them, in order to prewent
1+ them from dirtying the floor. They fcour
; «the very ftables for cattle, or they tie up their
1 tails for fear they fhould dirty thc’m.-..’rhc
- Qervant-maids all over Holland wou]d not
si.chufe to live with a mafter, if he did not al-
a.Jow _them every Saturday to carry, all,the
lichmoveables to the garret, in-order tp wath the
siy howfe from top to bottom, and every day they
£ G 4 * muft

’
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~muft walh the windows and- the -walls of the
phoufe, both within "and without; :they: are r
. often new paipted, ad well jas the window
. Jhutters and door-cafes, that they may always
-have an air of new houfes, Thedittle fquates
. of delft ware,. which lined the inn where we
,iodged at Sardam, aye very. pleafing to the.
-eye; and their perches and eels equally de-
lightful te the tafte. s
. After dinner we went to fee a prodigious
~ number of paper mills, as well as of mills to
faw boards, and grind muftard, and all forts -
of grain. In this country mactines a&t like
men, and men like machines. The people -
here feem to be too heavily formed for think-
ing, " As we advanced in North Holland, we
cvery where met with the fame induftry and
cleanlinefs, the fame tafte for gardens. The
iphahitants of the north. are extremely fond
of fruits and flowers, which nature beftows
upon them with a fparing hand; we were
informed by the regifters of Alémaer, that in
1737. a public fale of a hundred and twenty
tulip roots brought in two hundred thoufand
livies. The Dutch, who may be almoft
confidered as creators of the land they culti-
vate, improve it at the expence of NEPTUNE,
and preferve it in fpite of him. When the !
fwelling ocean overflows the dykes,. theirs .
induftry. ftops its violence by an infinite nurq—g
ber of lure fails which they place before the=
waygs, 2¢ the fame time uttering, no dt}ub‘gn
= ome

-

i
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~forme térms-of magic. " Every country fiasits
- fabulous traditions.. ‘They tell'us, -thdt‘in
vthe XV eh'tentdry a company of yjoung girls
>caught -a~ hetmaid amongft’ the ‘reeds upon
sthe banks of: Ziiderzee, that they taught her
~to fpini;’ and to' make a courtefy s~ but not-
~withftanding all-the pains they took ‘with her,
fhe 'was always as filent as 2 fith. This land
of wonders gave birth to the houfe of Houn,
-and to SCHOUTTEN, who, ‘without being
a conjurer, failed round the'world, and dil-
‘covered in 1660, beyond the ftreights of Ma-
gellan, a piffage which ftill goes by his
name. ' e
Thus have I told you all I'could' Jearn in
this part of the world. We are tiow fetting
out for Utrecht, in order to make farthet éb=
fervations which we will not fail to ceinmus
hicate to you upon our Treturn to the
Hogue, - S
LETTER XL - '
. . N S
= . Hague, Fuly 4. 17506, *°
. Dear Sifler, & 7 7 4 s SR
I - ' D T SRR Ps 1Y
I’S‘»HAI.L now give you an account of !
;journey toUtrécht. ‘To arrive ‘&t that ciey’
afeer leaving Amflerdam, we went in a bout”
eight leagucs upon .a large canal, 6n\eth’<‘
S FEE ide
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»dide ;of ‘which are to be -fen’ fing. copntry
<oulasy ‘and dhres: Jeagues before. we came
sppit:we had a profpc& of the vawn; which
. = I$ adorned on bagh fides with.painted villas,
gih ﬁm:s, prottos in Thell-wtark, and yew
~trees cut in. a varjety of forms. : Even the
« imagination of Rgmance-writers has ‘not con-
<'ceived @ more delightful f fhore to mndu& to
the dwcllmgs of the Fairies:
~ I ftood in peed of thefe cnchantm fcenes
= to diffipate iny. wearinefs. I always find tra-
‘welling by water tedious and melancholy
- gyery bady tells me that tram]]ullllty is to be
s found in fuch carriages ; I tell them i in an-
~ifwery. thae there:is fﬁll more. tranguillity to
«~be-faund in' the grave, though nobody goes
"tblther amqueﬁ of it,
> After having travelled in this flow manner
X fm' ahove two hours, we at laft arrived at
& Hyecht, ‘where the learned Mrs SCHURMAN
s Wwas born, wwho died at an hundred years of
s agecinthe laft century. This city is famous
A:for-its: [af¥: congrefs, for its fing Mall, . St
v~ Jabn's-fqaare, the cathedral, and the ana-
-szxqmical theatre, . where they preferve a canoe
simade of the bark of a- high tree and fharp-
iispointed 5 :it “holds a little Savage in theat-
avtitdde wherein he was taken at the ftraits of
< Pais,: falened to a hole in the midfl of
-:rhiaf boat, -fo!'that he feems to make'a part .
1>fvity phe reft of the canac is covered, and -
-t may-be: avercurned, and the -water-nct
a J, enter
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“enter it. - As the word emtair tonveys the
*idea of a creature half man and half horfe,
- there fhould alfo be @ word to fignify 3 crea-
.-ture¢ half mgn and half boat, like tgis ligtle
* mariner, - who is furnithed with two fhort
‘oars, His teeth, his hair, and -his cap, are
“flillto be feen. We aretold by his hiftorian,
* that as foon as be foynd himfelf in the hands
of foreigners, he abftained from all pourifh-
ment, and died of grief. B
Hard by this relick, they thew ys in ¢
great hall the infide and outfide of the tem-
- ple of SovompN, fuch as it is defcribed in
fcripture. - Without the city is g conveng
© which is iphabited by eight Carthufians whe
' %.ed their countyy an account of Fenfenijm.
ather LEQELLIER, a capuchin, apd 2.man
of gqod fenfe, leads a retired life ip the city
- with one of thefe anchorites, who refided
. " pineteen years in North Holland; he. pafied
* his life jn indigenge, and fed upon milk,. for
- wapt of ather fopd, vet always enjoyed a
ood ftate of health. " The wslk I took with
‘them was the firft ] ever bad in the company
* of 3 Carthufian and a Capuchin.. They at-
tended us ta the fybyrbs, where we faw.the
- famous filk manufadure of Waumale, which
> by a fingle water-mill fets in motian fifieep
* hundred reels, and fills the bafons of 3 fugerb
i ~garden adarned with marhle ftatues and grat-
v gos of fhell-work, the warkmanthip of which
s sdmirgble.  The maft copfiderable son-

T8l
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fifts of eolomades, chapiters, cornifhies, domes
adorded” with “bufts, monfters,  cotnucopizs
fet off with wreaths of flowers and fruits ;
the whole reprefented in the moft ‘natura
nranner ih mother of pearl, precious flonek
and coral. The cafcades and jet-d’caux pro-
duce 2 furprizing effect, and ‘'the parterres
ftrewed ‘with broken china fornth'in thefe de-
Nghtful places a moft pleafing enamel.

After baving taken a view of all thefe

ftriking obje&s, in order to return to the
FHague, we hired a calath, which carried us
through 2 narrow road by the fide of a canal
where paffengers are in danger of being overs
tarned, if the driver be aukward. Qurs drove
wsias {wift as the wind acrofs a2 hindred nhar-
row bridges' without rails.” ¥n this manner
we. arrived happily at.afine village, where
Lady HoLDERNEESSE was {6 good as to come’
to meet us in“a gilt yacht belonging to the
flates.  We hid an excellent dinner, mufic,
andthe beft of company. You may well
fuppofe that the' fix leagues which remained,
appeared to us' ‘but fhort; and when we ar-
rived; though it was very late, the company
obtiged e, rotwithftanding the difhabille I
was in, to go:%-the public concert, where
¥ rwas peceived in-the moft obliging manner
imaginable. i< Aftee having heard the fineft
Imaliam’ mufic; ‘'we were “again ifivited to 4
shofk élegunt {upper. " Pleafures, you fec, are
pot’” waitigig'te e, but. fram' wanting 8
bk them.

-
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them..  Soi:many . diffipations-irequire mota
ﬁrenfrth than I am miftrefs of ;' fleep; -hoves
ever rettored me, fufficiently. to be-able ta vifit
Baron GRONENGUEN, who is a. curiofity
worth feeing ; he has not thrown off his night~
gown thefe nineteen years. He is quite dif~
wralted with the fear of being poifoned ; -but
as [ was recommended by the Earl of Cagsx
TERFItLD, who aflured him that [ no way
refembled the Marchionefs de BRINvVILLIERS,
he condefcended fo far as to admit my vifit.
1 arrived at his fine garden, .and was very
sichly drefled ; Mr DaIRoLEsy Minifter from:
Hoanover, gave me his hand, and was in doubt
whether theBaron would makehis appearances
That moment he iffued fromv hisgrotto withs
a favage air, which however foftened as-ha
approached. My benevolent appearance ens
couraged him, ¢ Mufe, faid heito me, yod
¢ do not in the leaft anfwer to my idea of
¢¢ .your features; what, could not ftudy and
¢ .application of mind make your charms
¢ Janguifh and fade away ? What an agree~
¢ able furprize is this!” You may eafily
guefs what my anfwer was_: he .compleated:
kis politenefs by repeating one half of . iy
tragedy of the /gnazom by hearts . . iw

In oeder to put an end to the aftenifhment
which [ thewed at the cheicé of . ih(: piecen
with which he Joaded his -memoty 3 he. faid
to.me:, your tragedy in the Grack taﬁﬁ}haﬁm

me bg thq. (gphcuy of the fgbjed. « Sing

o faid
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. fid 1, you admiire it for ity defe@s: thisis

fomething klce the partiality of fove; I hopé
. the indilgence you thew to thofe that are
recoitiniended by the Edrl 6fCHESTERFIELD;
will give'you the fame prepofleflion ia favour
of alk my other works, After this introduc-
tioh he hede me fit down;: flood v a confiy
derable diffénce fiott me, and- sffontiflred e
by’ his meritory,: his volubility, and his great
hwkdgmmmré aﬂcigt»tmd modgerm
¥ afl the different laniguages ; heeven thewed
+ himifelf dequminted with' the vaft nuniber of
ulelets pamphles publithed'in our languige.
Elitenod vo his: converlation a full hour, and-
then:took my leave of him refolving to give
yoir a socouit’ of fo- extradtdinary a perfo-
&‘ . M . o .
”g’!’he'mpny  travel with has:a-defire to*
- ftop :heve vo fed falmon fithed for upon the:
Mas; - F A iv difficolt to refift: their im-:
poturities, ‘but' my Meittor, whofe advice'
fiould: have greater weight: with mie thad’
thelr folicitutions, prefis me to return to the'
country: of Gawx, whiithei his affairs call him,
At'my arsival: I will-give you an ‘account of'
wiat occurtedite me’goﬁng the remainder of
my journey, - . - . S

PR : oL PR
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L E TTE R xm.,_.

~ - Tofte, 7w{y ao, 1750.
D:ar S ﬁzr, : R
WE are now very near you, but foo re--

mote notw:thﬁamdmg ag we have it
not in our power to join you. My fatler-in-
law’s little country feat appears-a:difmal foli=+
tude to me, after the life of Burry and diffipa~
tion which-[ have lately led I havetime abua=~:
damtly fufficient to recolle® my idegs; and-
give you an account of whate\mf&ﬂ;ck mﬁ,
upon iy retura hither.

‘We left tre Fague on the: e:ghm m&nm
about noon. Many ladies were fo kind: as
to-comre to take their leave of me; and the g~
pearance of fincerity whicl accompanied thefs:
marks of affetion to me; made'mé the more,
regret theirlofs; I fhed tears ;-and [ afcended,
thie calaflic witha heavy Heart. Being qmckly’
arrived at Rotierdam, we embyrked in the:
everiing: on' Board a- yaclit, to*aveid: going:
iz poft’ waggon; tojoin our cdzch at Marh
dyk.  After having croffed thet. avas- of this;
fea in' the night, we took’ poft at dity: brsak 3
and pafling through Amtwerp and® Mechlin,
we arrived at four o’clock in the afterrioori
av Bruffels, travelling’ on- thie fide of 2 broad
canal next to wich rurns a fine'avenue,” THe

 fpbed’ e advanced” with had' given me a

megrim :

;s
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megrim : after fupper I found it fumewhat _

i

affwaged, a night’s fleep cured me compleatly,

and the next day we vifited the ramparts of

.
{

the city : the plain which they command ren-

ders the profpe& very agreeable. The fquare

before the town-houfe is fpacious. This go- "
thic building fupports a tower threc hundred

and fixty foot high, and contains a vaft hall

for the affembly of the States, hung with
rich tapeftry; one of them reprefents the

abdication of CHARLEs V. but not his
regret for lofing the empire, nor the joy of
Puirtp II. who takes pofleffion of Spain and
the Low-countries. On the othe fide is to be
feen the eftablithment of the order of the

Golden-fleece by Purrip the Good. The |
cathedral, which is very much adorned, as °

the churches of Flanders are in general, has

in it'a finé piGure by Rubens, in which
CHRIsT is reprefented preaching to his Apof-

tles. The palace belonging to the Archdu-
.chefls was burned ; but the ftatues in bronze

- ofthe ancient counts of Flanders, are ftill to :

be feen upon the columns round the court.

Prince CHARLEsS lives in an ancient palace, -

rather large than commodious. His high-

nefs is more conveniently lodged at the opera: -

his balcony, which is well fancied, fronts -
the theatre; fo that whilft a perfon warms .-
himfelf at the fire, he fees all that paffes up- °
on the ftage in a chimney glafs. The theatre ..
is large and has four rows of boxes one over ‘.

another

A
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anothier. The public Jtalian concert which

we were at, bears a ftrong refemblance to

thofe of our provinces. The handfome La-

dies of this place are faid to be now in the
country. A Librarian thewed us fome cabi-

Sweden, adorned with figures wrought in
precious ftones. One of them contains a
clock, the entrance of which is guarded by
alion of bronze: its diamond eyes have a
motion which correfponds with the balance:

. nets belonging to CHRISTINA queen of -

chimes iffue from his throat, apd his foot -

beats the houts. 'The Counts of Aremberg,
Taxis, Egmont and Grimbergue,, have fine
houfes in this city. Amongft the public
fountains is to be feen one where four nymphs
pour water from their breafts which they

prefs with their fingers, and another where
a child is reprefented as pifling out water with

all his might. This odd attitudg has procur- .
ed him magnificent habits from feveral princes, .
Lewis XV. even at the time of the laft war,
beftowed a very rich one upon the little mani- :

quet, as it is called. : .
As I am acquainted only with the outfide
of Bruffels, 1 fhall fay nothing to you of the

manners of this capital. Upon quitting it .

we fet out for Enguien. ‘This feat of the .

Duke of AREMBERG’s has nothing in it re-

markable, but its vaft and well planted gar-
dens. The Dukeis flill bufy in embellithing -

it. - A colonade ereéed in the midft of the "
Vor. I. H water,
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- water, upon an eminence fhaped like a fugar~
loaf, difcoversto the view almeft all the walks
of the park, which terminate there, and form
a delightful profpe&. We vifited thefe en-
chanting fcenes with the higheft pleafure,
and then took poft again for Toarnay, a beau-
tiful and fpacious city, where fome of our
Kings formerly refided. The canal which
crofles it has, over and above thofe of other
towns, a baluftrude of iron which fupplies
the ‘place of rails, and trees on both fides,
which form a delightful walk. ‘The cathe-
dral is large, has five fteeples, and rich canons
belonging to it. The fortifications were in-
jured during the laft war. The inhabitants
thew a part of the breach where a Princefs
“of Epinot formerly received a wound in the
arm, whilft fhe was defending the place for
her fick hufband. I cannot forget any re-
markable example of a lady’s courage that I
hear related; but as I peffed but one day at
Tonrnay, I am able to give you no account
of its inhabitants, '
In travelling over the-plas of Flanders,
that vaft tomb of the troops of almoft all the
" nations of Earope, inftead of noblemens feats
we meet with nothing but abbeys. No
couritry ~has a greater number, -nor fuch
high fteeples, nor fo many villages beautifully
adorned, and well built towns. Dauai is one
-of themy it is a pretty place. and well forti-
fied. We faw at Arras a fquare large enough
: : tor

. weGoe |
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for ten thoufand men to draw up in. - If the
. pillars which furround it were loftier and
more exactly proportioned, this {quare would
be a place very worthy of notice,
.. At the towns where I now arrive T con-
ftantly make inquiry whether ghofts do not
fometimes appear to the inhabitants, and am
fure immediately to be told fome dreadful
ftory : I nextafk about the miracles frequently
faid to be worked in this country ; you may
well judge that they fhewed me at Arras the
holy candle which was brought by a virgin in
the twelfth century to Bifhop LAMBERT, to
cure a fever by which his flock was deftroyed.
The patient {wallows a few bits of it, the cure
isinfallible, and the remedy is never exhaufted.
~ Every town in this country boafts being
immediately under the protection of heaven.
At Douai the Hoft happened to fall, but im-
mediately raifed itfelf up, and JEsus CHriIsT
appeared in his cradle upon the altar, then in
his full growth nailed to the crofs, and next,
after his refurre@ion, upon a. rain-bow, b
. which- he is crowned : at Tournaj, they tell
us, that- St MARTIN brought a dead man to
life. Even Princes carry their ofterings to
‘the miraculous images of Hall. Henry VIIIL.
.8 little before his feparation from the church,
- made a prefent to this virgin of 3 fun in ver-
. milion of a prodigious weight: the protef-
tants themfelves have recourfe to the ftole of
:St HUBERT, to preferve them from phrenzy :
* ' H 2 without
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without diminithing it in the leaft they con- .
ftantly draw from it threads, which they fix
in the fkin of the patient in the fame manner
as in the operation of inoculating for the fmall
pox ; thus the diforder is eafily cured and ne-
ver returns a fecond time. At Tongres the
Bithop, St MATERNE, who died in 128, aged
11§ years, is thought ta be the forof the wi-
dow of Nain, who was raifed from the dead
by Jefus Chrift. o
I cannot recolle& the miracles performed
at Lifle, which is a great -and beautiful city.
We did not take it in our way hither ; but we
went to fee it at the time of laft war, in our
tour to the camp at Dunkirk. 1 then gave
you a defcription of the harbour of that Town
and the marthes of St Omers. ' .
In a vaft lake, formed by waters that run
thither from every fide, are feveral floating
iflands, which are drawn by cords, like boats ;
the regularity with which they appear, the
fine verdure which they are covered with, and
the numerous herds of cattle that graze upon
them, form fuch a profpect as I recolle& with
pleafure. Our intention was to return’ di-
re&tly to Paris, but as my fellow-traveller has
a fit of the gout, we are.under a neceflity of
ftaying here alittle longer; in order to drive
it away, 1’have compofed the following Ex-

orcifm: .

Hi her po more, vile Gout, refort,
Here wifdom ever holds her court :
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Fly hence, detefted parafite, .
‘To rich men, who thy fteps invite,
gy Luxury, by Love and Wine,

o which they all their fouls refign.
In Scythia, bleakeft land on earth,
O Gout, thou never hadft thy birth;
Among foft Sybarites, thou firft
In luxury and eafe waft nurft.
Why doft thou vifit thefe retreats ?
Thy power calm temperance defeats ;
And ftudy, which employs the mind,
Lets wearinefs no entrance find. :
Here friendfhip that from worth takes rife, - .
Her never-fading joy fupplies : v
Hypocrify, by artful wiles, S
Here with no borrowed mafk beguiles.. -
Free from vain pomp true- pleafure reigns
For ever in our happy plains. :
Vile Gout, thou doft miftake the place,
Fly hence, nor more thefe plains difgrace.

T doall I can to amufe you in your folitude ;
and the pleafure of writing to you helps to
diffipate my languor. Ifyou were with me,,
I fhould forget that there is a happier place in
the world than acorner of the province of
Caux, where I am almoft frozen to death even
in fummer. Farewel; I hope this long let-,

_ter will give you a. moment’s amufement in

one of thofe hours which I would gladly pafs
with you, ' :

m3 . LETTER
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LETTER XIv.

ot

Dieppe, Fuly 30, 1750.
Dear Sijter, 7 ‘ 7
TO procure a compleat cure of the Goat
we are come to pals a few days at our
little villa upon the fea-fide. Qur amufe-
ment at prefent is to adern the garden with
a ftatue of Love : The leifure I enjoy in this
folitude makes me fing its praife, and gives
me a defire to fend you my rhymes. Iadorn
with all the exaggeration of poetry a truth,
‘which you would perhaps like better if it
were prefented to you without any difguife.

A Fairy wha in power was great,
Made by the fea-fide a retreat;
The beauteous verdure you might there
To FLorA’s gayeft drefs compare.
Here echaes fpread their murmurs round,
And make the neighbouring waves refound :
The feather’d fangfters of the (ky,
Seraphic concerts form on high.
A mount, where nature art fupplies,
Prefents to our.admiring eyes
A hundred bowers with verdure gay, -
Which all the Fairy’s art difplay..
What can the will of fate oppofe,. .
To pow’r fupreme ! there CUPID rofe :.

' Then

I
e e e e e
et e e .
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Then foon in thofe enchanted plains
‘The turtle coo’d in fofteft ftrains:

All take new forms; fome new defire
Does foon each inmate’s heart infpire ;
No other wind but Zephyr blows ;

" New beauties grace the bluthing rofe :
A tepid warmth the air pervades,

And orange groves perfume the glades.
The fhepherdefs who there refides,
Smiles wantonly and care derides ;
And thefe attractives are not vain,
They make her dearer to her fwain:
Oft may they in this cool retreat

Love’s pleafures and foft joys repeat !

Before 1 leave the country from whence I
now write to you, I muft anfwer theEarl of
CHESTERFIELD, who has juft fent me afine
prefent : he has favoured me with the bufts
of the four greateft poets that England ever
produced, MirTon, DrYDEN, Pore and
SHAKESPEAR; Read the letter of thanks [
dent him, which is, I fear, unworthy of his
approbation. '

90 the Earl of CHESTERFIELD,

My Lorp, : ,
I Waited my return hither in order to re-
turn you thanks for the rich prefents
which you were fo good as to fend me to
Hbolland.  Solitude, thought T to myfelf, will
furnith me with expreffions worthy of the
H4 fubje&t.
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“6ubjol¥. 5- hioped that your grear men wonld
teach me to anfwer one. of thofe who & beft
acquainted with their merits, and who adds
to their literary abilities thofe’ of a Statelman,
and a Citizen of all nations.” -Full of this
idea, I could not help reproaching thefe fa-
mous bufts with having paft the feas without
being accompanied by yours; 1 fhould prefer,
faid I to them, the ftatue of the illultrious
perfon who fends you, to the bufts of all
you illuftrious dead men. His features would
conftantly recall to my memory the marks
of kindnefs which he has fhewn me, and [
fhould have hopes of one day enjoying the
pleafure of his converfation. MiLToN, who,
though blind, had a foul infpired with the
knowledge af the future and the paft, (as
thofe generally are who fee.into the infernal
fhades) anfwered me thus; while his three
brother poets liftened to him with refpeét.

~N

You, whofe extravagant defire .

Does at my hand fo much require,
Your importunities give o’er,

And ftun me with your cries no more,
In gilded palaces the great ‘
Have CHESTERFIELD portray’d in flate:
But fo rever’d, fo grand a face,

Yeour humble dwelling would difgrace,

*t“imigined that the injury T did this great

poety had-.di.étate;i to him thefe harfh truths ;

., but-

ey o
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‘but the anfwer I received from the reft was

not more favourable,. - - .

For DRYDEN laughing loudly faid,

‘What frenzy can have turn’d your head ?

“Think you a genius fo refin’d,

Who props the rights of human kind,

Who has the greateft deeds perform’d,

‘Whofe care the calendar * reform’d,

“T'6 whom, though now retir’d from court,

“The Arts and Mufes all refort, '

‘Who more than-any modern knows,

Will care to hear what you propofe ?

Great SHAKESPEAR, when he made an end,

Cryd, | my way to Newfiria bend, =~

Pm there dire&ted by a fage

To fupervife and guide your page.

Tird of CaLLiope divine =~

Do you to fome new Mufe incline?

Whatever Mufe attends your call,

Your ftumbling Pegafus may falt : =

Whilft you to verfe your mind apply,

From Scylla and Charybdis iy,

The airs of opera’s deteft,

And maxims ftiff and ill exprefs’d,

Thefe the fagacious critic tribe,”  ~

As ina wretched tafte profcribe :

Your verfe which wants poetic fire,

Does ftill much furbifhing require’;

I ' -~ The

. ; e Engli i

it gt o the Bt of Entanremene

< T'apprehend ¥ o be a miftake of Madam Du Bocacs,
asd: che praife to be due to the Earl of MAccLESFIELD,
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"The fupercilious criticsall - - . .
At Procore’s + will fuch wridng maul; -
The fable of your piece fhould be
Brought to a juft cataftrophe; . =
Let CATILINE’s deftru&ive rage -
Lefs than foft MEROPE engage;
" Arzira, Cinna, both admire.
. And RopoGuUNE, replete with fire. -
A creature not than Esop bigger,
And who refembled him in figure,
His converfation then addrefs’d
To me, and thus his thoughts exprefs’d :
¢¢ Whatever is, - is right,” he cry’d;;
Favour'd by STaNHOPE, nought befide
Should in you raife a fond defire; -
‘To higher glory ne’er afpire ;
‘The name of fuch a friend at court
Will .all your vanity fupport.

- T.took them at their word, my Lord, and
thought it would be downright prefumption
to afk your pi€ture. T thall therefore only
give you my moft humble thanks, and in
order to make known to the world the ref-
peét 1 have for your bufts, and the great
‘authors they reprefent, Iintend them as or-
-mmaments for my little library at Paris. My
- hafte to be there does not prevent my fenti-
ments from agreeing with yours, my Lord,
when you with me at London or Greenwich.
My ‘mind is: conftantly poffefled with the
R T defire -
AL 'A coffee-houfe at Paris, frequented by critics,
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defire of returning thither, and I flatter my-
felf with the hope, that I {hall again be able
to affure you in perfon of my profound refpeét
and gratitude, &e¢.”

The next time you write to me dire&t your
letter to Ferges, When I return to Paris, 1
fball take the opportunity of drinking the
waters, and pafs the remainder of the Autumn
in that country.

LETTER XV.
The Second Seafon at Forges, 1750;
Dear Sifter, . .‘

WE have this week paft been drinking nt
the fprings of health ; there is. not fo
much company here now, as there was the
firft feafon.  Every body, through politenefs
rather than curiofity, is eager to afk me quef-
tions concerning my travels, but never liftens
to my anfwers ; this is the way of the world :
the fame perfons often afk me the fame quef-
tions in- a morning. = I give the fame anfwer,
which is perhaps hardly believed ; ignorance
makes men either too eredulous, or teo
fceptical; and when they hear any thing dif-
ferent from their manners and cu&oms, Lhc\
always doubt the truth of it. ..
They have the moft implicit conﬁdence in
the praifes and the remcdies that are offered
them,
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" them, at a venture. The firft of thcfe antis
dotes. cures the weaknefles of their minds,
which take their rife from vanity ; the other °
alleviates the difeafes of the bod y by the hopes
of a recovery.

As the vaft number of difeafes produced
by intemperance, brings people from all parts
of the world to drink the waters, and as none-
of them have the fortitude to feek the true.
remedy from fobriety and exercife, they all
chufe rather to fubje&t themfelves to the ca-
price of Phyficians, who here bear fovereign
. fway. The little knowledge they have of
the ‘machine they are to regulate, the difor-
ders of which they can never examine till
death has ftopped the metion of its fprings,
and their di.erfity of opinions with regard
to the wgeans of retarding our diffolution and
reftoring the equilibrium of the fluids, ren-
der it very difficult for me to conform exa&ly..
to their prefcriptions. I therefore drink the
mineral waters without the ufual preparation
of Bleeding and Purging, and I every day
find myfelf grow better. :

I dine at home heartily, but always keep
within the bounds of temperance. [ feldom

dine abroad, as amidft good company and:. -

too great a number of dithes we are too apt
to indulge our appetite. Company is equally
anreeable, and lefs dangerous at the public
affemblies. In order to deferve their favour,
1 walk, and even dance, as much as they
defire;
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defire: this is my regimen. That of our
Ladies, is juft the fame as at Paris. They
are equally perplexed how to kill their time,
and equally careful about their drefs: even
the devout and religious are folicitous about
thefe trifles. All the difference, to outward
appearance, is, that the latter do not paint,
that they are more nice with regard to their
eating, require eafier chairs, and go every
day to mafs ; but their minds may be very
different from thofe of women of the world,
and that 1 have no manner of doubt of. It
is much eafier to become in fa@ what one
defires to appear, than conftantly to weara
mafk, which feldom fails to difcover the fpots
it is intended to conceal. Truth fecures
whatever is fupported by its folid foundations ;
impoftures, on the contrary, endeavour to
prop each other mutually, till the whole edi-
fice falls to the ground. '

Let us return to our mineral waters, which ~ .

are, perhaps,” as falubrious, though not’
fo agreeable, as thofe of foreign countries.
- The Englifp Ladies meet with a thoufand
amufements at Bath and Tunbridge, where

lodgings are prepared for their reception:”
plays, balls, coffee-houfes, mufic, and other

entertainments, bring together not only the
infirm, but thofe who want to deftroy their’
health by debauchery and excefs, Forges of<"
fers but-few amufements of this kind, is bad- ,
ly fizuated, and the houfes are ill-contrived |
e and

AN
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and inconvenient: in a word, t‘hey are the
"dwelling-houfes of the Burghers, which' are
fomewhat enlarged that they may be et out
to ftrangers. SRR

But you are defirous of knowing what

fort of lives we lead here : thie obliging com-
pliments you pay me for my narratives, and
my leifure encourage me to borrow the lan-
guage of the Mufes, in order to give you the
fatistaction you require.

O thou, whofe praifes flill confpire

"o fill me with poetic fire,
‘Teach my earaptur’d foul to trace
The fweet amafements of this place;
Here folks, with cuftom to comply,.
Drink of the ftream, though feldom dry 3
Here formal.vifits oft are pald
In which the truth is e’er betray’d ;
The compliments prepar’d by are,
Are contradiéted by the heart:
But notwithftanding all this guile,
Such calm repofe might pleafe a while,
- If calumny, . and envious fpight
Did not embitter our delight.
Our water-drinkers, as at court,
Apt with each others faults to fport,
Talk when they’re in the talking vein,
But all their fpeeches nothing mean.
Like thofe who live in cloyfter'd cells,
Where kmd aﬂ"e&lon feldom dwells, :

v ~‘/

W:thout
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- Without efteem they often part,

Their friendfhips never reach the heart.
But of the medal’s fine reverfe

"T'is time the beauties to rehearfe,

Behold ! What fcenes of pleafure gay

Abridge the tedious hours of day :

As foon as PHoEBuS gilds the morn,

Like hunters rous’d by early horn,

To drink the waters all repair,

And trip along as light as air :

The ball, the play, the chearful glafs,

Confpire to make the evening pafs,

In humble roofs, to pride unknown,

With cheap conveniency alone,

Good chear, by neatnefs high refin’d,

Conveys new pleafure to the mind, -

‘The plain repaft, devoid of art,

Where exercife fupplies its part,

A relifh gives, which ne’er can cloy,

And elevates the heart with joy.

Here the poor labourer, who lies

Prote&ed from inclement fkies,

In his thatch’d but upon the ground,

Where fheafs of corn are heap’d around,

From morn till night with toils opprefs’d,

Glad to fit down at length to reft,

Eats with a greedy appetite ; .

Thus labour adds to his delight. -~ - .. 1

‘The tender partner of his cares .. S

His favoury repaft prepares; - . - | i

A relifh there from hunger fprings, -

’Midft all their wealth unknown to kings. :

(PR . n
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" In Forges and its happy plains
Rural fimplicity fill reigns,
Which by the Ladies is admir’d, -:
Of indolence and. pleafures tir'd.

An Abbefs, furfeited with eafe,, .
Hither repairs, without difeafle:

And hither too retire thegreat, ... .,
Loft to_ambition- and the ftate :. *
Attralted here by pleafure’s lure

Youth feed the pain they fain would cure:
Here Beauty comes by Cupip led;

And age appears with drooping head ; -
But, ever by new pains oppreft,

Age feeks in vain its needful reft.

e

I give you my word, dear Sifter, that as
foon as I reach the metropolis, I will no lon-

"
‘(.

gertrouble you with my verfes : Perhaps you

are forry. by this time, that you ever defired

me to write any. - The inexhauftible fund’

-
3
—

w

of news, with which the countries to which "
I am going fupply travellers, or rather my
expteflioris of affeGion, if I were not afraid "
of titing you with them, will furnifh out™ *

fufficient nratter for my future letters, Fare- .

wek, -

-

&

Fa

o LETTERS
. . i

FY

B

W

s
S

Q
2y
Y]
£




* By MadamDu Bo¢AGE. 11§

LET TE R S
CONCERNING

I T 4 L T.

LETTE R XVL

Turin, April 25, 1757+
Dear Sifter, :

YOU are defirous of hearing an account of
my tour to Jtaly, like that which I fent
fvou feven years ago of my travels to England.
have always confidered my word as fome-. .
thing facred and inviolable ; but the tafk is
now by far more arduous: many curious
travellers have given an account of this fine .
country ; what can I add to their refearches ?
If I confine’ myfelf to my own hiftory, our.
friendthip will render it interefting ; but you
will tire thofe to whom you read my letters.
True it is, that the affe@ation of fpeaking
always of onefelf, which is confidered as va«
nity upon all other occafions, fhould no lon-
ger have that appellation, in a correfpondence
that has no other aim, but to communicate to
each other the things which concern and affect
Vor. I, , I us
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“is moft.” “I'will therefore endeavour by lay~
“ing before {‘ou all that relates to myfelf, ‘tor
“amufe you by amarrative of whatever hasoc-
curred to me moft ftriking: ~'Aihundred dif-
ferent perfons lpak at the ‘fame obje&, and
" fee it in different points ofllght may the’
obifervations I siake, render myaccount of the
places I pafs through, mterézmg and cntet-
' talnlng to you. '
‘Laft Eafler' Monfieur Dv Bbeace and I
* fet out very much fatigued with thy prepara-
,txons for our journey, cenfured by thofe who
‘were acquainted with our weakly conftitu—
“tionis, concerned at leaving our friends and
the delightful houfe where we lived, earneflly
defir us” of feemg navelties, and, nofwith-:
' ibmd np all’ the dangers we were threatered
“with upoh the road, in great hafte to depatt.
¥ou'know the nature of thefe contrary’emo-
“'tions of the mind. In-this é¢onfufion of ¢ur
“ideas, ‘and’ the’ hurry infeparable from the
“ftreets ‘of Paris, we paﬂ'ed through that me-
jtropohs it profound filence.” Scarce weére
.we come out at the' gate, when' wind,* hiil
'fand fnow almoft overwhelm'd us'in our coach,
“‘which was made’ in- the Ralian ‘tafte.
“had been affured that it wou)dhold out fbr
A thdurand leagues ;" wé at leaft thought'thac
“though the hinges might be loofe, tﬁe Whedls
N Woué _nog “break for fome time. I gl
age 4 little wheel bmke, anddic
ol{ up tw‘o ours to mend it what #fi othfi-
nous
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nous beginning of a journey was this! Had
we believed in augury, like the ancients,
we fhould have returned back diredtly; but
as this is a philofophical age, we were above
-the influence of fuch prejudices, and with
i‘reat intrepidity continued our journey to
. Fontainbleay ; we found it neceffary to ftop
_there to get new wheels made to our car-
riage: never did days appear fo lang to me,
: or accafion me fo much perplexity, as the two
- which we pafed ata place, whofe fituation and

. irregular beauty would at another time have

amufed me agreeably, The anly amufement

, I had here was the converfation of an old man,

~who told me, that ever fince the reign of
LEewis the Young, this caftle was the hunt-
..ing-feat of the Kgings of France: St LEwis
_retired there thro’ devotian, and FRaNcis the
Firft to cultivate and encourage the arts; he-
-brought thither from Bologna PrimaTICCIO, -
pupil of Jurio Romano, and fent him back
to Rome, to take models of the Laocoon,

. Trajan’s pillar, &c. This Monarch was

_defirous of ere&ing a marble ane in imitation
. of it at Fontainbleau. By his order the Equef-
teian flatue of MARCUS AURELIUS Was eret-

. . ed, in imitation of that at the capitol, in the

.qourt of the Fountains, built by PHiLIBERT

.pE LarRME ; PiLLon, foulptor of the fipe -

. fountain of the Innocents, adorped it with

.bafts under Cuaries IXth; FREMINET,

. the. reign of Lewis XL painted, the
12 .

roof

EFR SN -
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roof of the-chapel. Henry the Fourth fornts
ed'the canali -Every prince-that came o the
throne.was gager to beautify, tl}ié‘dgligﬁ;‘fs
tetreat ;. and the different plans Ai_hay‘ purfuéd
bccafion its beautiful irregularity, . 1 wajked
there a‘long time, impatiently waiting the
moment 'of my “departure,. the. Poft-mafter
affaring me,-that he was forbid to tell which
way the beft road to Lyons. We gave the
preference to that which leads through Bur-
guridy, ~witheut knowing . the reafon why,
and wefound -it a good one. - Fhere is no-
thing it worthy of notice but Dijon, a
"welLbuileand. populous town, and remarka-
“ble for having given birth to BossuET, CRE-
"1 LuoN, Rameav, Burron, &c. The
‘vineyards+which afford all Eurspe fuch ex-
“etllentwine; enrich the land as far as Macon,
where the coantry girls are 'pr'ettﬂ]' drefled ;
* but the road is bad, and that of Moxlins would
- be preferable in the' winter. . ‘f
5. ‘Coming from Burgundy, one does not en-
“ter-Lyons by .a fine gate; long narrow flreets
“lead 'to the brilliant quarter of. the town.
“Qur ftay there was fo fhort, that I have no-
'tHing particularto fay of it; I defer giving
:t'you 'a defcription of Lyons till my return.
- 'Wee 'there ;togk voiturins, as. it would have
2vbéen inpoflible to ride poft in rough and
= irpegular roads. A good caufeway howéyer
“tirdaches as far as the Alps. We dined at Pont
Beauvoifin, upon the confines of Savoy -and
: Dauphiné,
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Daupbme, where 1 heard at tabl]e that thCy
fometimes keep cheefes of goar’s-milk a hun-
dred ‘years; which they fet.fo high a value
upon, as to - preferve them for weddings
that they bake their bread for a year, or at
lealt fix months ; and that thole who live in
the valleys,- though afflicted with fwellings in
their throats, as well as thofe who live on the
mountains, defpife the latter as'mountaineets,
and will upon no account mtermarry wnh
them.

“After getting out of the Frmrb temtones,
one is obliged to travel npon ‘the- borders
‘of a precipice, where a roaring torrent rolls
‘between two rocks, in a farrow road cut
.through the ftone. There arerails. in:feme
‘plices made of wood,  in others™of, ftone; and

. here and there broken, whichwere made for
“the convenience of the Princefles:-who are'go-
:ing toTiurin : 'this flight fence encaurages paf-’
“fengers, and difpels the terror of ‘fo frightful a
road Near Cbambery, CHArRLESEManvEL,
“Duke of SaVo¥, caufed to becat inmthe rack a
“vault fourfeore foot high, a quartet of a league
in length, where two carriages: can" pafs
abreaft: an infcription made in" 1670 imgor-
< talifes the munificence of thrat:Prince. - Fhe
_laudable a&ions of kings are: engmved uppn
Bmfs, ours upon fand; “our. glory is-of.. con-
Yeqdence the greater, we dd: good’ withdut
I iny hopes oTxcwmpence\, but msnm new a
R r 3 o “fnc
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timc to i*ca:fon; whenTam giv?n'g' an account
ofmy travels. T T ooy
. Upon cominy out of this defife,” where the
caverns we meet with refembple the habitai
tions of Gorgons, we faw cafcades which
fall a hundred foot from rock to rock, and
form torrents which are croffed” vpon tot-
{,erir;g bridges. 'Thus are we obliged to fol-
~'low, fometimes high, and fometimes low,
on the brink of precipices, the courfe of the
waters which firft formed thele hollow ways,
Fhe caftle of Chambery, which wes the place
of refidence for the ancient Dukes of Savoy,

_has nothing in it remarkable. - :
- Montm, ﬁan is a difmantled fortrefs, we
.. dined there, and then went to lic at Zigue-belle,
by a narrow and fteep defcent. We gene-
‘rally ‘pafs thefe dangerous parts of the road
_on foot.. 'The badnefs of the highways
" quite fatigued me. My wearinefs obliged
, me to ftay aday at this wretched hole, which
‘appears to be a high mountain, ‘covered with
. Jow huts, where the inhabitants pafs the win-
' ter undgr the fnow. The narrow valley
" offered nothing to the view in the midlt of
° the river, but a vaft hard rock, which fell
'from the mountains, and ftands by itfelf.
‘ly" We went from thence to St JouN of
7" Maurienne ;- where we found a bridge: a
*" milerable road gavcd with fharp ftones, leads
“ “from thence to St MicHAEL, where the King
¢ "of Sardinia’s envoy to Spain, was fo good as
v to
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40 apprize me, that it was neceflary to get my-
felf carried in an arm-chair for three leagues,
before. -qur .arrival at Mont Cenis. This
piece of advice was of great fervice to me.
‘Monfieur DuBocAGE repented of his intre-
spidity. in contjnuing in the coach; the men
‘that carried me being more fpeedy than bis
driver, condu@ed me in an arm-chair thro’
‘mountains and vallies, attended by a fervant
.on -horfebagk, almoft drowned, with rain,
~ftifled with a cold, .and in: all.the_ terror and
"apptehenfion imaginable. How. much obliged
“am I to my mountaineers ! .they might have
«carried me wherever they thought proper:
but they were fo honeft as to condu@ ‘mie
to Lanchourg, where 1 waited an hour for
" my fellow-traveller, in the wmoft inquietude
.and anxiety. He had, like me, got over
the dreadful pafs of Termignem .
' We made a good fupper-upop bad meat, and
- flept better upon a.very hard bed than volup-
-tuous peeple upon a bed of down. Whilit
we were afleep, -they took our carriages to
_ pieces .in order to convey:.thcm over mount
. Cenis upon thebacks of mules.. We afcend-
_.ed-that mountain in the moraing in arm-chairs
carried by porters : I took fix to be in greatér
, fecurity.  Notwithftanding the fnow, .which
. was fo deep that it covered theip. up to the
;. middle of their legs, I found that travellers
+.had exaggerated the- danger.of paffi g this
_..mountain;. but though, forewarned, I was
= oy PR
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' livde awareof the cold whidly isin bl Wi
Wnd ‘exeeflive i’ that qudttes, *that I'had not
Piken the préecaution of ‘putting’ on-'a drafé -
fifficientlyi warm.: Theé eonfequence was; .
thar the froft pierced me through ahd through
ahd my hoarfenefs rendered ‘it impoflible fat
fiie to take myfelf heard by ehemen that eure
fied me ; and if it had not beehr for the charis
table monks at'the top of the oamain, who
fuffer ‘travellers to warm themfelves by thei¢
fire, I'thould have died. 'I might have hid ,
firie trouts-in--a neighbouring lake, - if it had . :
riot been frézen ; but I was too ill in healthy !
6 regret them: | was fo dejefted, - that it

hirdly gave ine-any fatisfallion: not to_have

d‘mountarn’ té pafs, which rofe like a Colof-’ _‘
fus juft'dt the'back of that which we had: got: '
cleat’ of.' “I''imuffted myfelf up as well as f 1

oiild; ity order to arrive at the valley. What:
did Ffoe it the bottom of the jmmenfe abyfs:
by ' the:fide of which I paffed ! A black and
muddy’ torrént precipitates into it with a pro-
igious noife, and with its foam whitens the:
* récks which obftrud its courfe. I had fcarce:
ahy doubt but it was the infernial river of Cow:
optus’y the length of the bridges that I wene-
over, and my carriers, whofe appearance bore:
a ftrong refemblance to that of demons, con-
firmed me ih the opinion, that 1 was defcend-
ing to hell; the jolting of the chair gave me!
- amegiim; iny eyes were fo dazzled with thé!
fnow; dnd-the rapidity of the water, that-
P00 s when
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when I caft 3 glance upon this.dreadful gulph;
1 qhought 1 faw a thoufand fpe&tres wandering
upon it., You, cangot form 3, juft idea of thefs
lofty mountains.without having paﬂ'cd over
them. .. The dreary profpets which are therg
to be feen might furnifh matter.to the imagi-
nation of peets, but it is impoflible for any
picture to come up to the reality ; and for that
reafon I am afraid to give you a fketch of
them. The defaiiption of the Alps, drawn
by .the ingenious HALLER, whofe capacity
‘enabled him to give an adequate idea of thofe
pradigious mountains, turn more upon: the
felicity of the inhabitants of his country, thap,
upon the landfcape of innumerable rocksy
the fummits of which, covered .with;eternal.
fnow, reach to the clouds, ablige .them to.
diffolve, and by excavation to formideep chan.,

nels,. in which their waters_being colle&ed

mun from every fide, to fertilife. the. plaaq;d

“What ean we fay of thefe mountains after;
_the Latin poets; who had. alwav; an opporty-,

nity of feeing them ? But [. have feripbled for,
much in the poetical way, that you. wonh:l
not forgive me if 1 did not write fomething,.
upon fo firiking a fubje&. 1 wxu tb.erefote\
make an atempt: et

Thefe racky pllcs, which in pcrfpc&xvc r;fg,“
Like hofts of giants, feem to braye the fkjes:.,
Deep.as black Styx rolls in th’mfemal ,ﬂude,‘ ‘

“Se h:gh thefe Alps the heay’nly vaults mvade,

N " There"
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Thire Pifotsus thines in vain; no fummeéyr
20t b7 there R T R OE T F N,
4 known with Zephys's breath to fan the 2ir;
YT hey thade the earth, the lofty.clouds fuftain ;
-And wingthoft ftorms, whith beaveshermaring
o7 maiﬂ. v R
In thofe chill’d c¢limes eternbl winter reigns,
:No fmiling harvelts grace thefe barren plains.
Yet €’en this favage wild a profpeét yields .-
:OF a few flow’ry meads, and verdaot fields,
“There bluft’ring torrents echoes loud repeat,
And to deep gulphs precipitate retreat: -
‘I'he.chaos wild excites a ftrange futprize,
~And the rude beauti¢s ftrike the raptur’d eyes.
AR ' : : : -

S The ‘ﬁrclinﬁg‘deﬁre I had to fend .you'ta.e'lé- '

Afeription -of the labyrinth of the Alps, (of
which [ have. however given you but a famt
i4ketch), made me quite forget my journey to
"Farin. - In:our way to it we pafled through
. Rivolis a country feat where VicTor Ama-
prus fadly ended his days, after his abdi-

‘gation. From this fine caftle an avenue.
" of elms, feven miles long and a hundred

<ibroad, leads to the towit, which is well built
ciand regularly fortified. - The villas upon the
-sicighbouring hills command the Po, which
vavafhes the ramparts, where trees are planged
s.0n each: fide; -this walk excited my ad-
miration -when ‘1 faw it : - notwithftanding

my head-ach; 1 was the fame evening'able
K vifit-our worthy Ambaffador, the Cheva-
VLo liex

i
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iter CHav LNy withwhém Lded Jang bedh
acquainted. Luring three days which 1 have
pafled "here;' F'lrave been {fa happy as tg b
dlways in his:company, as well as in that of
“the marquis'éf CAraccroLr, Plenipotentiary
of Naples, whofe dry plealantry is highly
-entertaining; '4 own I had been greatly de~
lighted with itat Paris. The firft moments m
‘which friends meet, safter.a long feparation,
are exquifitely pleafing. I will now give you
a fhort account of whatever is remarkable in
the town, - A
.TheKing’s palace has but a:mean appear-
ance outwardly, but the infide¢ is richly orna-
mented. ‘The bed-chamber is adorned with
the four elerents of ALBANG. . Inthe clofets
“are to be feen the dropfical woinan of{a1xAR«
‘DON, feveral fine Flemifh piCturesyiand-cxoel-
‘Pcht miniatures. The front of the: palaceiof
‘the duke of CHABLAIS is built in an elegant
tafte; the Opera theatre has & grand rosf,
*and the court of the Univerfity is well buile.
The King encourages the arts, and does his
“utmoft to make them flourifh.: He has gn
antiquary, named BarToLl;,: whe likewife
~ cultivates poetry. Would you think that-the
“fitft verfes I was complimented-with upon-ep-
“tering Jtaly, were Englifh, -and compefed by
"Lovd BARNWALL. | dare nof fend-youa
svandlation of a panegyrick smide ~upon me,
'1: fhat¥ therefore fend you thg @riglnak .
R I AN S R e )

o - Amongft
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Amongft thevoneurs, wondrngwropa,pay;
To MiLToN, father of immortal days; .
If ought can touch bis happy.foul.below,
It is the glory:he receives from you®.
Now Britain with you ﬂmu.ld divide hls
‘.. crown:
For had you not, to make hls beautnes known,
In your foft language turn’d. his.nable therng;
Her gmauﬁ Bard had got but half his fame.

S | apprebend I fhall return to Ttmu, and

glvc you & :longer account of this city when
my journey is near at an end : our Ambaffador
was fo kind s to invite me Yo pafs a fortnight
with him there. His merit and his chara&ter
<qually’ contributé to make him the idol of

¢very body. . Yefterday at the Rings, where

1 faw feveral fine coaches and beauuful Jadies,
ane of them mtendmg to oblige him, threw
‘@ copy- of verfes into his chariot, in which I
ithen happened tobe: he read them with great
‘earnefinefs;; and thought they were compofed
“éxtempore ;- he-was quite miftaken, it was
*a compliment which Monfieur DE VoLT AIRE
Lﬁ.‘nt ‘me ‘ten years ago with his Tragedy of
tSgmrramis. ‘How fhould it come here .1
“khow noth;ng of the matter, | never commg-
*nicated it:ta you, not to any bady elfe 5 -hut

bfince ivis public d. think 1 have reafon to;he:

<pr6ud -of'thb. lxnes, herc t.bey ae: Lo oiw

ol nd Wl . - A.Vow

19 {tsimtD0 Boeacy .publ'ﬂ:ed ¥pokin, it Pariiic
Mr ‘imutated frem Mu.'rou
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1 'made a vowy botherafb and viaing & - oim%
To fing in one comneed feaini- 1o 7 Lo §
Wit graces,. and the pow'rful ant- + .o 1f
To captivate and charm-each heart; - - - -4
The happy talent to unite - -~ = 1
The Mufes and the God of foft delight.
This fole purfuit engrofs’d my thought: . °
The union rare [ eager fought 5 . .
My fearch was fruitlefs; vain.my care,.

I faw Du BocAGE, and ftopp’d there;

For in that Sifter of the Nine~» ., = .
“Thofe gifts and graces all combine. . , -

- Venice; two days befose:the Carnival
T Do of the Afcenfians V757
. Dear S&Qﬂ‘, o R P NI PR

B I AT L T LI S N (o

. A Fter ‘having left Turin, - we crofled the
4 X river feven: times in a ferry ;boat, and
‘paffed through thady and fertile plains;which
are often overflowed with water.. The.rice
that grows there requires- a moilt. foil; jt
is «drained by ditches which border the road
-as far as Milan, of which city you:will finda
-defcription in every author that.gives an Ag-
_count of -thefe parts, - The Cathedtal : is;a
“fine gothic building: covered-tioth; withia,and
without with:marble,. dug -out.of the quatries
- of /thie country, adorned with fix domes,
thee. hundred. and Aixty, colugpns,, and u§°“;

Cntt e ey g IROU



W6 BHETTER XVH

thoofand : Thutues 3 ‘moft-of wvhich: are> thi#
swoeksof “eminént astifis. - Ehe: followiag
words aréenpraved uporthati of: 8¢ BARTHe-
a,omaw, m pvmfe of nscmuxdmzry bezusy
B HE R XS Ri e TS NN
NmmPRAxsnusjchAntansﬁmztlgnti.

Tum: dcfacea thefe. malberhpzcees of m},
whx!ﬁ they have been three hundred years
Jabouring, at an immenfe expence, to com-
plete this vaft- edifice. The mails of the
Jrorfes thoesupen which CoNsTANTINE rade
dn triumphy; adorn the vault, they are taken
down, and: fixed up again once every yeir
with the utmoft ceremony and pomp.” The
fubterranebus: eaverns contain the magnificent
stomb-of 8t CRARLES, patron of the church.
SThere 4s dnother treafure in'.the Ambrefian
Library, given to the gubhc by Cardinal Bor-
‘ROMEo0,! nephew to. 5t CHARLES; itisa
Jesrned. 'manufcript, whicl Leoxarpo pa
Vuper,cwpainter, and a man of * univerfal
memiub,. wrote.with -his left hand; he.died
4n the.arms of Francis I.

Que fafhions and  amufements are. more
FoMowed: i ‘this: great city than any whete
@i in Jraly, . 1 had the happinefs of being
secommended there to the Countefs S1mo-
WeTTI Wht is 2 zealous. patronefs of what-
wvericomes: from Pavis ; fhe has her cloaths
bmede thers, feaksthe French language weil,
Jag ik the politdnefs.of.our natm, and wis

ke - fo
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“fa kind as to lend us her box at the Play-houfi.
Its magnificence appeared by the manner in
‘which it was lighted and provided with re-
frethments. This Lady permitted me to
follow her to the ring. This is the firft time
T ever faw people take the air without moving.
‘We ftopped before a church in a public fquare;
J was quite aftonithed at our being thus mo-
tionlefs, and took the liberty to atk what our
coach, and the other coaches that had ftopped
in the fame manner, were waiting for. 1 was
told, in an(wer, that they were taking the
4ir .according to the cuftom of the country.
We were puzzled to guefs the origin of fuch
a cuftom, and the moft probable conjeéture
we could form was, that it took its rife from
the conftraint in which the Haliax' women
formerly lived, The pretext of taking the
air gave gallant cavaliers, whom they coultd
‘not have feen at home, an opportunity- of
fpeaking to them 2t their coach doors: andl
ough they enjoy full liberty there at pre-
fent, the cuftom derived from their former
reftraint {ubfifts to this day: our converfa-
tion upon this fubjet lafted 2 Jong time.:
.My kind conduétrefs, not fatisfied with
inftru&ting me in the manners of the countyy,
-and admitting me to her table and her afferme-
blies, invited us to pafs the night befora our
departure at her country feat-at Faprio, where
we.were very well entertained, and enjoyed
the moft delightful profped. An orangerys

mn
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in:terraffes, which extends. itfelf on one fides
of the houfe, has the command aof 2 canal:
navigable for all forts of veflels that fail w!
Milan ;. and thirty foot below i, which i
fomething very extraordinary, runs the river *
Adda, feparated from the upper canal onlg
by.a wall twelve feet thick. Upon the op-
pofite fhore are two villages, the houfes of -
which are - exceeding handfome: beyond -
them a beautiful plain, weods and verdant
hills extend as far as the Alps, the fummit of -
which, covered with Tnow intermixed with :
clouds, forms an admirable landfcape. E
‘Upon leaving this delightful retreat, we:
continued our journey upon a road which is
very rough ; except three leagues of it, which -
the neble Er1zzo, who is now Ambaflador
at Paris,. caufed to be repaired whilft he was
Geovernor of Bergamo, an antient city remark«
able for its Fairs and its Harlequins. We'
werethen conducted by a ftony road toBr‘e{a'a, ;
.which Cardinal Q u 1R 1 N 1, its late Bifhop, -
-adorned with a magnificent church, not s °
_yet entirely finithed : He began by caufing
his tomb to be ereCted within the inclofure,:
and his buft over the door, ‘Thus the defire -
of making a figure in this world, and the fear :
of punifhment in the next, equally contris -
. bute to multiply pious foundations every
where, - - - - ' S

R

From




By Madam Du Bocacpe, 129

. ; 87
From this which is a confiderable fortified
town, we proceeded onward to Ferand, upom:.
a'.caufeway which is ftill extreamly hard..
- Low carts, drawn by fix or eight oxenyoked
together;feem there to finkin themire. The'.
" Venetians,wha are ftri& obfervers of theirlawsy :
do.not feem to have any for keeping their:
high roads in repair, and taking care of the .
pavement. of . their towns. This which we .
are now going to pafs through, fhould how-
ever bea little better paved than it is.- There
one fees fine palaces and noble remains of an-~ :
tiquity,. chiefly an Amphitheatre built in the -
time of AuGUsTUs; excepting the firft row, -
which is funk into the ground through the
great -antiquity of the building,.the whole :
infide is entire. The Marquis. MAFFEI, a
pesfoni of the moft exquifite. tafte; has re~ -
paired forty four fteps, which are in breadth:..
twenty five inches by eighteen. [.examined
them all to the very top; .my imagination's
placed a hundred and fifty theufand upom
thofe marble feats which- were made ta hold.
themy filled the area with wild beafts, and..
formed to itfelf the fineft fight imaginablesy
This idea is fometimes realized, when people.n
are brought together at this amphitheatre am:
public feftivals. Why was I not prefent at.:
fome of thefe entertainments ! Thereare a fewo
verfes of CLAUDIAN upon this amphithoatigy,
which I tranflated by way of amufement.: i«

vor.:L K A favage
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A favage lion, in‘the forefts bred, . ; -
To the full Amphitheatre is led;-, . [fliesy
Quick he’s attack’d ; he fights a while, then
And wounded ftruggles ‘midft the people’s

cries;
Unterrify’d he views the crouds asoundy
Though hifies thro’ the Circus wrdomfoundi

- The - eountry of the Marquis MA!\PE‘I'-
every where difcovers traces of his learned-
Ribours.- He has caufed to be incrufted upom.
the walls of the Academical Theatre fevesak
pieces of ancient marble covered with inforips
tions, anddivers figures in baflo relievo. His'
marble but, which has a ftriking refemblances
crowps the gate, and makes a great figure i
the fquare of the town-houfe. This method:
of honouring eminent men is too much. neg-
le&ted amongft us. Would not' the heads .of -
CorNEILLE; MoLiEre, LA FonrTamngs-
Bossuet; CoLBERT, TURENNE, &c. ol
vey more pleafing ideas than the grotefque fi-.
gures, and faxon or china ware, with. which
we fill our houfes at an enormous expence &
M. Zenosrio, Governor of Fervma, that!
I might have the pleafure of feeing the whole
country at omne view, was fo obliging as:to"-
accompany me to St PETER’s caftle, huilt;:
upoa the ruins of an ancient Theatre, from
whence we difcavered the Adige, whichiruns
through the town and waters a fertile plaim. .
Wc had % faney to, wﬁ{ the dark and narrew,:

Cathedral
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Cathedral; where the following infcription is
to be read upon the tomb of pope Lucius I L

©+ “Qssa Luerrn -

T arty fo much 2 friend to thort Epitaphs, thae
Lthought proper to tranfcribe it. That of
the ScALIGERS, who were formerly Sove-
reigns of the place, and from whofe family the
two pedants of the name of ScaricEr (one
of-whom died in France, the other in Hollandy
Yoafted themfelves defcended, is at-Santa
Matia Mnttea. Vrrnvvws,FnAcn‘s'ronxus,"
CorNELIUS Nrros, PLINY the Naturalift,
the gallant CaTuLrus, and the ‘Emperors.
VESPASIAN and Dowmirran, were likewife
Born in this Town, o

I fay nothing of the pidtures of the moft:
eminent maftets of the Lombard fchool, nor of
the curious cabinets which this pliee is pof-
fefled of ; there are many books extant which
give an accountiof them, SR '

~ But you are defirous of accompanying me
in my vravels : let us now proceed: to Vicenza,
any monuments in this city thew it to be
the country of the famous Pariasro, who
divd in 1580: The fineft edifices now rerhaine
ing from his plans, are a triemiphal Arch,
and:a Hall inthe formof a démi-c’ir'cus_,‘» formed:
accerding te the defeription given by Vernuw
VIUs of Theatres of this kind. W are it~
d byPLiny, thatScavrus caufed two-
Tk K 2 to
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to be ereted at Rome in wood, which turned .

vpon a pivot, could be-eafily joined together
in a2 moment, and formed a:circus for chariog-
races. [t was propofed to. ‘us to go:to vifit
the Olympick Theatre; I :.had {icard -of all

the wonders of Italy beforey: except -this

alone, I expefted to fee only an enclofure
for young perfons to contend for the prize
at all forts of bodily exercifes; how agree-
ably ‘was I furprized upon entering a place
" where Roman {peQacles were exhibited ! five
ftreets, adorned with fine houfes, on every

fide, end at a-fquare, in-which the moft ele- .

gant archite&ure is difplayed, and.where the
performer$’ make their -appearance. At the
“foot of the foremoft feene is the Orcheftra,
where the Confuls and Veftals were formerly
feated. Around this place are erelled, in.a
femi-circle, fixteen benches crowned with
‘& baluftrade, adorned with thirty ftatues,
" above the human fize, and all made of white
marble., The fpace between each of them,
and the colonade which furrounds them,

left us room to go round, and to. contem- -

‘plate the decorations of the Theatre ; ta which

we again defcended, to vifit the feveral ftreets,
"where the Davus’s-and CHREMES's
‘entering upon the ftage could fpeak without
" feeing “each ‘other. 1 was then convipged
“that the long fpecches they make afide were
“'no wiy ‘intongruous or umnatural, 1. "
Tl e CoroagiAn

(AP SR SUEIEES S R e L Wit
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The better-to form an Idca of the art by
whlch the players made themfelves heard
in a place fo extenfive, we vifited every cor-
ner which returns the voice. This curious
“T'heatre, . a plan of which I carry with me,
is now made ufe of only for the balls given
‘at the famous fairs which are held in all
the towns of Lomebardy. 1 fhould have been
glad to be prefent when an attempt was
made to at a play there; and am very
forry 1 did not caufe the Amphitheatre to
be lighted, {that I might fee the effect pro-
. duced by the illumination at our return ;)

~whilft the Marquis of CAPRA, who accom-
panied us, carried us to his country-houfe,
-to partake of an entcrtainment.. T'his delight~
-ful country-feat, where the pictures of SCAM-
..:Mozz1 and PaLLADIO, who built it, are to
be feen, furnifhed the model of that of MR LI,
NAaAvArRrE, and Bunuuc'ron, of which
I gave you an account in my voyage to Eng-
land.

- To pay due homage to the genius of PAL-
-LADIO, before we left Vicenza, we ftopt op-
.- pofite to the little palace of his own conftruc-
* tion in which he lodged himfelf; and we went

*rout of the town through ﬁelds planted with
< trees checkerwife, according to the manner of
v'tire .whole country. Vines twine round the
other trees,.and. pafs from one to another in
-'the form of Garlands. The land till'd under
the thadow of thefe trees is fo much the more
K 3 fertile 3
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~ fertile: this garden condudred u¢-to Padlva,

do much renowned for its Univerfity,.its great

- exterit, its ftreets adaraed  with porticos on

each fide, its botanic gardem, and the im-

- menfe Towan-houfe, whese arethe tombs.of

" its founder, ANTENbGR, of Lrvy the hiffo-.

“rian, who was born in thiscoentry, and of

.. the Marchionefs- DoB1zz1, -who fo far fur-

‘pafled LucrRETIA and SusanNa in chatticy,

that fhe preferred death to adultery, and died

~ before thecrime-was committed. TheCon-

TARINI'sy noble Vencetians, whom we had

.- known at Parss, and whem we met accidén-

+ eally, thewed us all thefe curiofities, and gave
s to underftand, that the tomb of PETR ARC
.iyat Argma near Padua.

The Timauus of the ancients, naw called

the Brenta, runs round this city ; we were car-

- ried uponivto the neighbourhoed of Venice in

very convenient boats, by as fine a canal as

that which. leads from Amflerdam to Utrecht ;

< jtis notfo much adorned with trees cut in the

form of crefcents, but the villas on each fide

of it are larger, and built in 2 more elegant

. tafte 3 the ftatues much finer, and the thickets

better laid out, efpecially thofe which belong

to the Nobles Pisano and Lorepane. -

After having fufficieritly viewed thefe fu-

» -perb habitations, we again entered our little

- boat,. My fellow traveller obferved near;¥e-

< mice {everal black gondolas, and thought that

1.~ fome great perfonage was going to be buried :

IFYL lamps
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‘Jamps faftened on the infide of them, which
“+he took 'to be fonts to hold holy water, con-
. firmed him in-this opinion ; but'as we went
-farther we perceived that all the gondolas were
*-of the fame gloomy hue.” ‘Thne clufter of

{flands which appeared to our view, fepara‘ed
“nfenfibly before our attentive eyes, like the
- clouds of a theatrical decoration, and difplayed
- ‘a ‘Roating town, into which we entered by
--a long canal adorned with palaces of an en-

chanting beauty ; the moft delightful were
- «thofe of GriMANI, PisaNi, LoscArIni,

Morosini, CorNARO, and 2 hundred. more.

‘The defeription SANNAZARIUs has guen

" .of this fine and furpnzmg cityy :which, tho’
without fortifications, is impregnable by its
sy ﬁtuaﬂon, is univerfally known, i
T AR
deerat Adrlacn Veaetam NBPT’UNUS +in
. undis
~ Stare urbem & toti ponere jura mari,
Nunc mihi Tarpelas quantumvzs ]UP]TER
arces
- Objice, & illa tui meenia ans, a:t, S
bi pelago Tyberim prefers, urbcm afplce
. utramque,
Illzm homines dices, hanc po(mﬂ'cdcow. -

- We lodne at. the hotel d’r{ﬂglttﬂfh the
maﬁerof which is 2 Frenchman ;- he makes us

'-1pay’ exorbitantly on account of the Carmival
- Lofshieafcenfion, which begins to-motrow." At

2o '1, K 4 Olh{’s_

l I D T D e o
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Bttiet tifries -one may live ‘heré reafonably
enough.* ‘A gondola may beé'hited for fix lic
Viés a day. They are light 'bedts; whic,
in order to pafs under four hundred biridges

“built acrofs the canals, are tow), ‘tharp :pointed

and glide along the water like fithes. * Tivo

_gondoliers, one of whom ftands fore, and

another aft, with oars in their ‘hands, dif-
engage themfelves from a multitude of goi-
dolas, which' they pafs by without once hit-
ting againft them. - Coaches however are
more convenient and more expeditious. -I
fhould likewvife prefer a habitation built upon
2 folid foundation, to a city built upon piles;
which feems to be always immerfed under

water. On one fide of the houfes, the wa-

ter comes up to the door 3 on the other fide
one may efcape it by narrow ftreets paved

-with large ftones. 1 will give you a farther

account of this city in my next.

- "LETTER XVIIL

> "+ - Venice, June 1, 1757.
Dear Sifter, - .
YOU ‘afk me how I can find ‘means to get
yfelf introduced to good company in

_ places where I am unknown ?

e

Pélitenefs in Italy, as well as at Lowdon,
and. even in Holland, requires that the natives
fhould be beforehand with ftrangers in vifit-

ing

R S
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ing them ; the friends of the perfops to wham
they are recommended confider this as a duty. ~
‘We have the happinefs of being recommended
to two noble Venetian Ladies of the Families
ofConnoLMER and CorRNARo. The latter,
who was Jately married, made me a prefent
of the Poems printed to celebrate her nuptials.
The cuftom of all countries obliges verfifiers,
who are acquainted with a new-married cou-
ple, to write a Sonnet or an Epithalamium
.in their honour upon thefe occafions. This
fpecies of compofition was entirely new to me.
1 was however obliged to make a beginning,
and to praife, without well knowing what to
fay. 1 here fend you this pretended extem-
pore compofition, which 1 produced at m
leifure at Paris. 1 had been appufed of the
cuftom, and the marriage. ,

.Faft by a fertile bill, befpread with green,
Where the bright Naiad of the filver Scine
The voice of fame diffufes all around,

What fhouts, throughout the plams below

- refound!

*Tis faid a beauty on the banks of Ps
Prepares on HyMeN triumphs to beftow..
Venice fhall foon behold the nuptial rites 5
" The god with lighted torch the guefts invite¥,
His curling locks to fanning breezes play,

- With fweeteft garlands crown’d of flowrets

84y- .
" The
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“Fhegod, -whom' fuch -2 glutidus vonqueft

~oaUD o clamly U I anT Sorty oy

- Configns CowpoumE R 26 Cor A k0’8 arms.

YT heir names inchiftory {0’ high renown!d =

. -My feeble voice prefum’d aiostovefound ; -

‘. But PHorsus foft comumandsy;:my voice [
o ﬂlk‘, b c [ LY A EFEEE
“And ftrivei to celebrate. the lovers praife:. -
'¥rony Pesuus tothe Lotre, each deathlefs ndine

-y Mufe fhall confecrate to lating fame.

-:Both- with each virtue and endowment fhine,

- MW hich gracd:for ages their illuftrious line.

- ‘Faveur'd:By Mars, the god of war, one

il ::{Prinigg., o ¥
i#rom ‘the.fam’d -race ancient Cyprian
-1t <Kih . s

“,o ‘ : . o,
g <im*g'oddeflﬂnws, at whofe blifsful fhrine

-2"The gratefal Cyprians offer rites divine, -

t-With mutwal love our hero’s heart infpir'd ;

«:/The nymph for wit and beauty was admir’d.

< A -Pontif +fprung from that illuftrious line,

«"'Proftrate for her before the facred fhrine,

> Breatl’d forth his fervent and bis pious vows,

-t fpoufe. - ‘

i Better to celebrate the happy pair, -

- Be PAW ‘with choirs of joyous dancers there :

o Nude of Eridanus, their love divine

~:By tuneful ‘ftrains to'deathlefs fame confign.

L e I offered
T

..That heav’n might blefs her with a faithful

{28

R P

wa defcended from the race of CorNARO,
1M Pope Evaene IV, of the houfe of Connormee.,

o :!,,A <ue'¢n pfffrpm;,twho gave this iﬂ;ud‘”to the??;gq;{an:,
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v T offered thefe verfes and fome Paris trifles,
upon which the foreign Ladies were fo oblig-
ing as ta {etavalue, to the bride and te her
mother, who is but a young woman. They
are. fo good-.as to dire&t me by their advice,

" and take upon them to be my guides.. I 4m
as you may well imagine, more indebted to
their kindnefs for-marks of favour and friend-

--fhipthan { could even have prefumed to hope.

Thefe Ladies carried us, in one of the

. Galleys belonging to the public, to the Cere-
mony of the Bucentaure. A-Mariner, whe

- ftands upon the tower of St MARK: to.oblefve
the heavens, is faid to anfwer with his life

- for the veflel aboard of which the Bogeis-em-
barked ; you may judge then if -he-be not at- -
tentive to make it re-enter the harbour atithe
leaft appearance of an impending florm. Re-

. 'prefent to your imagination fhores. crawded

. with a multitude of people, .whefe fhauts

. -pierce the air, a fea covered with gondalas
.and feluccas, with a band of muficin each,
-the report of the canoon, both of the caftles
and the veflels, a hundred ftreamers waving
-in the air, and a diftant profpe&-of-the fum-
mits. of the mountains of Tiel/ covered with

fnow, in{pight of the fun which.fhines ugon
the tops of the houfes; fuch a picture as;this
delighted our eyes at noon.on the day- of the
~ Afcenfion. The mafquerade habits which
- people aflume upon that occafion are not laid
afide in lefs than a fortnight'after; and are
: i e et WOIN

frord
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worn feveral times in the jear. Womien,
fond of elegance, are at a great expence
to embroider with the fame eolour the lon,
black mantle worn at this mafquerade. The
fineft black lace forms the hood, which, under
a black hat adorned with a plume of black
feathers, covers their head and fhoulders.
Under this drefs they have all their ufual
clothes, their hoops, and even large nofe-
gays. Notwithftanding all the pains they
are at, this difguife appears to me to be difmal,
inconvenient and deftitute of variety. Men
and women wear the fame fort of clokes,
Hoods and hats, all black, with white mafks;
fo that wher they lie down in their black
gondolas, as they frequently do, you may
,Euf;(s what fort of appearance they make. No
one is to be feen in public at the time of
_Qarni‘v_éxl' without this difguife. They are
indeed at liberty to take off their mafks and
-their haods in the Theatre, and at the Aflem-
.bljes ; but this habit has been fo often worn,
.that one would think it was high time to"
~fancy one more becoming,
; At the firft vifits and ceremoniés the men
are in robes, the Ladies in black, which they .
Tet off with a'quantity of precious ftones and
Jace._ I faw a great number of them the other
{day afflembled and drefled, - to affift ac the
_ceremony of taking the veil by the daughter
. of.aSenator, at one of the convents, in which

lies,
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lies. One half of the fenate aflilted upen
this occafion : both the infide and outfide of
the church were richly adorned ; but nothing
can equal the appcarance of the gallery thro’
which the vi&tim advanced towards the grate,
It was of a great length, vaulted, and termi:
nated by the fea; the walls, that were on both
fides painted red, and lined with real orangg
trees mixed with figures of pafteboard, whic
admirably imitate alabafter, formed the moft
furprizing decoration imaginable. The con-
fecrated bride, crowned with flowers, and
fupported by two venerable matrons, advanc-
ed flowly upon a blue carpet ftrewed with
rofes, pronounced her vows in the prefence
of a Prelate, and then went up again to 'the
parlour. All the ladies went ‘thither, ' two
by two, to falute her; Madam De Lor k-
DANOo, fifter to the Doge, who was the only .
Lady in colours there, in order to do me ho-
nour as aftranger, was fo obliging as ta car-
ry me to this ceremony. Refrefhments of all
" forts were ferved up. Thirty thoufand du-.
cats are fpent at one of thofe ceremories.
The regulations made here for preventing
the increafe of luxury, cannot put a ftop o
thefe ufelefs expences. Young Ladies’ who
have no hopes of being married to advantage,
are very willing to take the veil. They are not
. laid under any great reftraint by the convent;
for they have every ‘even,ing,af_{emlil'fes' at 'the
-grate, and their habit fets off inltead of ¢on-
Cre ' : ..o, cealing
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ctaliivg ‘theif’ beauty. ' Madam Mrcrastt,
with whom-T'had the happinefs of belhg ac-"
quaitited, in this drefs gave the an idea of’
apgelic appearances. I never faw 'a figure™
more beautiful, more ftriking, atid moré ami=-
able, - All peopleare eager to pay their court’
to her at the patlour. Foreign Minifters are”
admitted there. * The policy of the country

forbids the Nobles to converfe with the latter;

this occafiens the higheft perplexity to perfons -
who, liké us, have the honour of vifiting both,

CountRoseNBERG, Ambaffader from Vienria,
and the Nuncio BrRaNciForTE, who

brought to Parisfrom the Pope the fwadling-

clothes of the ' Duke of Burgundy, gave us a
%’rm&’ dinner. In return, the Abbe D

"ILLEFONT, Wwho is charged with the affairs

of \France, -invited, together with thefe' two

Asmballadors, ‘one of the Princes Corsintg,

who- travelled {o much to his improvement -
all over Europe; the beautiful Marchioneffes-
SaINT PrIE’ of Turin, and Corst of Florence,

who were brought to Venice by the Carnival ; -

and us poor travellers, to give us a moft ele-
gant entertainment.: The place proved an« -
{wérable to 'his care. ' His dining rooms, in
one of which the meat was ferved up, in
another the fruit, and in a third the coffee,

are betweén a garden leading to them, and -
the- fea which wafhes the lower part of the *
wisidows:  After the entertainment we went' *

to vifit hofpitals' famous for their ravithing -
vA : concerts

.
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concerts, which are performed by choirs of ;
girls: the voices, the inftruments,.and every.
thing relating to them, are divine; their har-,.
monious fymphonies make the vault refound,.
and charm. the ear. A grate, which has a.
curtain before it, conceals them from curious .
eyes, and gives their fongs a flill ftronger
refemblance to angelic melody. ,
The churches at Venice are of an extraor= -
dinary magnificence. You will find a defcrip~
tion of them in the writings of all travellers,
as well as of the piGures of the greateft mafters
with which they are adorned, ‘At the church.
of SaNTA MaRIA pELL HorTo,. is to be.:
feen the noble monument of .the CoNTARIy
NI’s.  In thechurch which goes by. the name .
of DE1 FrATI, is that of.she celebrated . -
TiTIAN. At the church of St fuc thatof
ARETIN, born at Arezzo, | haye madean:.
attempt to tranflate -his epitaph, which I,fubiw
join here. s e U

. L I Tl E ’E‘

Condit ARETINT ceneres lapis ifte.fepultoss .-
Mortales atro qui fale perfricuic. .. .. |
Inta@us Deus eft illi; caufamque rogatus,: . o
Hanc dedit, ille, inquit, natmihi.notus. ;
erat. P

3

EORSTE B~ TR0 ]
- . Lot TIrak

Here the fam’d ARETINUS’ bones repeley <z
Who in his. fatires fpar’d nor friends; nor foesg:;
But to the author God was quite.unknowny ~
Aud God he in his {atires fpar’d alops. ..
. - i As

[}
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P RV I AN R S TR Y
“‘AsT am a'lover of poetry, every ody her
is fo obliging ss't6 ufe this rahgﬁég’é,“ﬁi}"d'rd i
to flatter mie, and to feize:dyery opportulfic
to make me hear it. You were acquainted
with Josepw FarRcETt, 2 ndbRWPerslan; ahd
a’'man of learning, at Paris.” Hs' ¢oufth,"!
who “is of the"fame namé¥, 4Ad 'hit'd tafe’
equally exquifite, invited tis- yeftetday'to ditie~
with him, 'and GoLpony thie ¢elebratéd b= > .
mic’ poety together with the: cbunte GoZzr,
who has obliged the world -with atfanflation”
of TERENCE, and took ' the trouble to fran-
flate my Tragedy of the Amazons-int6 Ttalian-*
verfe, and:getit printed at-her own expence. *
I wrote ‘her the “following verfes by way of ’

acknowledgment. - :
T T S )

The Amazoniams when I fung,” - v @ " !

My-tuneful lyre .the Mufes-ftrung s i

Envenem’d. fatire then in vain @ - o ¢ i

Will pour its poifon on my ftrain, = . .= ~::

Near Adriatic fhores a dame, oo

Wha vies with Amazonian famey: -~ -4 i

Configns by her immortal lays - - - - ,

My Amazons to lafting -praife.- - e i

ToPHorBuUs dear her-art divine- - % .

Procures me favour at his fhrine; T

And-to the facred valley leads - - d

Thracian bands of warlike maids.
Mufe, who to Po doft guide my flight, _
‘Sach favours how can I requite? * ™~ - Ry-

weesy BB
A W

e |
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-By hagqurs due to heavenly pow’ss, - .- .
By votixe offeringsy or by flow’rs? - .,

. ‘The hﬁi‘.toéha'.'of~ this -S.a P HO, Who,is

.

now tranflating. my Terrefirial Paradife, and .

‘Moaf. QujRrINI, who, like me, -has taken

CoLuMmsUs for his hero; has been ten years
compofing; ten Gantes upon the, fubject f

-his voyages, and has- juk publifhed - his

work as-well as I, -were of the :company.
-This extraordinary refemblance made us eg-

.ter; into a converfation, which lafted duting

:a long and -agreeable entertainment, - Aftar

coffee (which they drink albthe day long at
Veniee) M. LANDINI, author of the Temphe
of Philofophy -in Martellian verfe*, and who

(has the greateft taleat at {inging ftalianpoems
by heartt, of any man in that country, where -
it is commonédr than in any other; toek his

.Mandoline§, and in a recitative ; but litele - s

varied, furig according to their cuftom fbveral
verfes, fome of- which were very s uporn
any {ubjet that was propofed. " This talent, .
of which we have no idea, aftonifhes. us:
do not know whether our language.is fuf
céptible of it ; the Jtaliay tongue is more'coy-
Ppious,- and admits of greater liberties; I was. .
Vor.I,. L C aine

® Or Alexandrine, MarTrpLy was -the -ﬁrl iﬂVQltlr '
loaf ﬁn fpecies of Lialian verfe, which confiffs of fourtegn fyl.
b e - - . e -

"4 This the Tealians call impra;ifan."
"8 A fort of mufical inftrument,

A
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ninthechibafecafisfie Muhuimbifiounadi indre
Heﬂdmao%ymnys wovselostty
ravifhed by the beauties of painting and- fduﬂ}-
a5 TRileowmer’ oftidR(00we Ras a
‘1ochesios woliBtion o nédhbnw
-opbh  the! Mabdaris fex:all '8¢ fineTRaveer of
g Aows il vhe Tobac Bz wevine T KLV,
~agennity ik 1o ukvmﬂscwm,"upan
rosnduionl. shatforieve ﬂgube»os -which
-daéitakenrebé medetinrpliifter;she hall: dend
Wemmﬂn%&&my‘@f&ﬁmhm«:
iz 2w Nehershat s#is bovn. - Tifis
mrw,mm M F ArCEtrYa
hgndred:shdflty shdalard Hues,  furnifties
T g eH T Mmﬁ‘bwgohcms Foder
sgmin asplifea: He tafte Mm&:m
gt tota she | fdfthaﬁnasaﬁ
Hirodsiew refedindia tong:time in &rome; Ms
okatwarhelh ts copy: the bﬁp’m'uf bkt
sipshin tnrofoles; -wisicls: leskionza
-bdosdrcambi: Fherera hundwed gondolas; or
“Bogesy i vedCiad hyathelwldwgghﬁﬁs fvmn
Jmovid Vit thefe mirters reftsft
rigab the: maflerpieces of Rasarare
“"F 1w iw the above, récordatie
pafb wuniscions: by the’ adwirable flrokissvof
uthgibartys Upow the ﬁmmai M SwrTenita
ewich Kughf) gemlemon; has butile an-agedeable
- uhablration Jer himfelf. entirely:in the: Exghp
el Aagvinry tablesarmd: looks of - the gasts
e madecaer the munner of tatcouatip;
mrhehimwmﬂebsd w-Mfm G fimchne

K S coneﬂaon
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snbllefbon; oA zdmirabl pitiures,: of bedkain
;mg;lcamd W;_mm.wau

by, crrtpriate o o gy vt Asciloer

1Palaces -righly fan after the. -mantetof
Youranctitars they refide at-them but feldom,

Jvarely: invites company,” and retire.to ligse

.squntry-houfes hefa-embellifhad, wvith ~oenp-
ments; - asd: muck. in the fatse matyre:as thole
bachich we call little haufes im Fringe.. . -Huf~
shasta and wives-have foparakedeats; andﬁ-w
cNifhes more than-onts and it..is-cuftainey
£ With' them {0 go to-thefe withauGatip-atten- '

- >slanta:but their gondolicrs. Thedadies npn

1:51; fgcm&‘ e dvgaya a«:dnpnciby
raficifbeo or.Squite: SacrA
: of . Mglte, an -aniable man, m
)hnewledm ind: a great traviellen;-whowr'l
’gd known-ir: H:W andhat Poris; waade
IS yas to attend mic in-$his W
oqgaﬁz? The firft time %dm&%
-nour _of accompanying me in: miy-vifitacle
pefigeived me under: fome Uneslinifsat having
Aorgot wy cords; would you m}wmam
-Madtaken the precaution- to provide Nidekelf
iwithprinted ones § It is an arficle of my fing-
i tign; faid -he j, and [ am. d&wamnd:ym
ﬂmﬂmm&'u.hon €, whem you féntliern
ﬁ%:onp refrefhment ; a5 Likewike wbu'ié.pdu
a: walk.of an eveming: .S/ Magixds
:fguate,on by the.great: canal, - mchithiig wi-
:m\taumly1 acrmbk\.dwng uhcsmi.fu%ﬁ.
10ifsllon : ‘ 5
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7 Thd the Ladies go'fhowittcddmpiied by
thefr-Cadaliers only. wheo in-fohi¢ theafufe rt
femible the aricient Knights bf tHe rdund tabléc
the difzuifed are uniform’:’ the gondolas, Which
taré all of the fame coldur; maf Behut at'plea-
fure’, they cdrry the ¥ey of the'little country:
- houfe in thefr-pockets; -a-nui’s tamp lighiZd
-+ upon the-fairs'of 4 ciiizer’s hoofk, part of
~ which forms the country:feat, direls the way,
Théy ‘enter; they reft 'themfelvés eithet 'in
. Compally; or'ifteg téte) as they think-propet,
without'inctirring anyfortof fcandal: | have
febnt Yevefulof thefe familiar retreats, and miaft
beg leavs ta tell the Ladies; who were'fo kinil
43 fo #dmit ‘me to them, -that- they ‘haile’s
Wreng nstion of the liberty: of French Ladids,
a$ theirs pPreaddy forpafles e, -~ - 20N
© ¥ Whien I'réadzin Mrsson, that the Ladies
- oF Venice Yivéin the greateft conftraint frha!
gihable; Tam convinced that the mannmety
of 2 ’people undergo “a total change in‘the
fpiice' of a eentury. I have been‘affared; that
here 2 young. Lady, whether married-or'not;
if thetrappehs to be tired-of the Opera, -after
midnight, " propofes to her- Cicifbeo "an “zd
mufement which muft -give high- delight t4
thofe that are fo much' ufed togoupon water’;
this'is'to fide. poft. . They immediately -itir
bdrk ‘abostd‘a gondola, fail three quarters
6F. a Teadlie in order to gain the lamd, thich
fide poft‘in"a chaife, drink ‘coffee, and re#
turd to theirboat which ‘brings them ba"c}iw
R ay-
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Say-break to tha~towni . The great indul-
gence whith, the. Fenation, Ladies ‘meet .with,
prevents xhcmiret’n makmc @ bad ufe’ of their
Hibegty. .- g

There ate many b:adties in I/}mce, mich A
fau:er than burs,in, Frante. I attribute their.
fine complexions o the narrownels of the
fircets, which re neither. incommoded by
the fun, not the dult; as no fort of carriages,.
horfes. or mules, "ate fuffered ‘in thae city.
The Ladies fail under the fhade of trees in
their gondolas, ind feldom’ ga'abromd inithe
day-time. *. Their routsdo not begim in fum-
mer- till ten o’clock befo:e:fbeyx ‘go ‘there,.
they amufe themfélves by: taking a - walk gESn
Magk’s fquare,i: whictr is. maguificenily,
buile, furrounded with portjcos t gee"bun-.
dred. paces in. ledoth, and a hund;ed amd fifty
brpad. - The fau', ‘which: it :is - now: cut
inta a multiplicity pty fine allies, prevents me
from feeing its-extent3: but the féoraumﬁ ,
otheullummated fhops, and the grczrnuma
ber. of people in mafquerade, with which chiey
are»ﬁlled, delight'the eye of the fpe&a;qr, O'nJ v
one fide. are to .be.feen puppes-thows, .rope='
dancers-and jugglers. On the otheg fortune-
_ tellers, who, wpon = little :heatrq ¢overed
with aﬁronomxcal mﬂ‘ruments, gtt:r theu"'
oracular predictions-through a lqng pipe
wmch thr.y are conveyed 1o the ear. Qf,}‘ the
affpnithed inquirer: The Mountebem’ks, who
fmp”fq me_the moﬁ, are the’ Story-ggllcrs,_

.3 who
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who ssefursourided: byia <ol of aditirs,
wiiomi :they: find : means. .8 amuieowithode
felling them noftrms, - The fubjel of theie

nitratives is gencrally an amorousMonle,-oar

aMaml ¢ “asvesimeoo W ifet bgh
o humoroufly,
dcfcmim&momz ’s howeln,: Thisamuie:)

mentis &} very muslt- in vogue amongdnlit
Raliens.” Tmuh’kcmfemlbn -to be fesor
there of whidh mentien is-made by Gleadian:
They form sipile of men;: who fand iupon
each othar's fhouldess. - A:boy »who Randa
axhtﬁmm, in:pader todefiroy this edifice;.
dowst iata the artheof - his father, who
tmw'hh; the ‘remaintier’ of 1 the: pile it
diffelved thtbé’ fmmm&lthtncaldo
wm&&mh PO ) l
- Fhie: Humatrans. have . pd. bommggrem
moz:places o sake thre air kithet on footor oh
hoafeback 5 theyhave oo apportunity-of kumes
ing; nerasethey by any meana addified::co
deipking: < Adwours, fncnd enicitainments,:

and mbckiféafights avetheir chief amufements: |

e popalace bere is much better acquainted.
with ‘the works of their beft Poets, :than-the

Yowariore.of people amongft us are withithe.
.E‘h«l ‘compofitions. of : their countrymen.

ins 2 canto of ARIOSTO 0

Thates; his comrade fings the ftanea: fol-.
lowing, the fift begins agiin, whiere::he
Uéaves off ;i and thus they goos, till: :bemq-
mojcﬁaw!heothe: nofdln' 0%

v':li,‘. bck

— ot . w e o aa AM,M‘

© ——
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LTEhbfes Yerlmwaare alththdhavos w%cinti:;w
whodls monisRsy dus-nedvariepy tepleafeabior
evnyibatfohedn Norgs an&?&ﬁu&:ﬁi@hdéx
mensnsl haioigennnry givds;rochor are, welkes
gﬁf&ﬁ;'ﬂ:ﬂaﬁ:w% ’ Midﬁuwhn
o i:ghi er: 1o ‘give: them, env.
eﬁnﬁh’&rﬁﬁ«h%ﬁd@cﬁhﬂﬁnﬁxms’
Tihcughothepumevmaglediod by thei.mativesy-.
wird{c leass:avg {arftived:-with-thefd, ftrangess -
are.ravilhed ‘by. ahtis novelspa. (FTlioy drenoe
apmily fadsfied- ap-feft withghe fabkmoepss -
re. <\ hevpesfatniers . ar thisLatmdat baxe
mw.fore - of: reputation - F finll, femdr iy en o -
acoaust 4 them / welleTs wis bage fewe borger|
Lo pow misch rhoredifpoliill tadebr-mubes
thimstaholdaronverfations) Beddurftaitlh
I contraQed in pafling-thi: o foloeduon
liahe inpwiodgs I-have-afiche Jangithge ten- -
derscwdue b fry? hardly cinteiligibdec: sEhese

aveibist fow - hemo who fpeak the fh b abngod g

fuanly, sand they are all fo Offuiaes as
afic vme .4 thonfand  qucilions;:fo that:yais -
oy pudgeiofmy perplexity. : 4 finl: b e -
ex-a: necefliy of leaving cham; wishogt: git=
- ingdatisfaBory anfwers, .. il Wi dniv

. sa:libave jufk received 2 Jestes. frony Cardinad .
Pasaongs; who is fo-kind.av tocterbind g
1of avy-pramife of repaising te R amécmbre At -
-PRTERs finecwerk 3 we fhall be:there: witk -
whtfaidy 1€1-have sccidentally; forgoksof .
-nﬁdﬁ&iﬁ morth ‘your -noticey. [ Thali-takie

care tolay them trefare youimmmyrpént- o~ -
24T 4 C L,y,; - "LETTER
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I’ Have Rill a great-dealto tellipou of Suint -
. MARK'S fyuare at Peniesic? The-churcl
which-goes by the fame namey’ andsis- build.
in-the formiof a Gtécian crofs, occupies onev '
of ‘the: fronits; 'is ‘covered with. five. domes,n 1
and- has at'its frontifpiece’ four horfes dof gile-
bronze from!NERO’s triumphial arch, which:
is R engraved: upen- fome of his medals.”
CoNSTANTINE enriched the circus of Con+/
SYANPINGSLE with it: and the Venetians, -
" who ‘were' for: fome time 'in pofibflion of that:
mietrdpolis, dntended-them: for ornaments of -
thett cuthedtsl, as well s the five brazen
gates of the mlque of St SopniAa that ftund: !
before s éatfance, and fome pillars of Atasv
bafter, 'which drer faid to be'taken from the : '
teriplé of SordMon. In this Bafilica, adorned
from the: vaule.to the pavement with ancienit -
Mofaic work, is to be feen -a great numiber.
- of fittiéd brought thither from Arhens. The
table of the high altar is of mafly gold enrich'd
with precious flones; but the Treafury. did
not "appear to 'me to deferve the extravagant!.
, ecbmivms' that had been lavithed upon iti -
" ‘ Fhe -great hall ‘of ‘the palace,” furnifhed!!
§ with éxcellefiepi&tures by the Penrtian fchiooly’”
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is' a hundred ard fifty foot long, and feventy
three brodds. The Library, of ‘whith that
of the.famous PETRARCH makes part, con- .
tains- a- prodigious :Rumber: of Greet manu-
fcripts,- the prefents of Cardinal Bl-:ssmum\,
born at Nice in Bithynia.

+ After havimg. thewn: us thc('e ‘cariofitiesy
they made us take notice in the galleries; of.
the muzzles of certain animals which appeas
very ~frightful- to- the citizens, - It is cuftos
mary to convey by thefe into abox-depofitions
agaifift any.inhabitant thatis besome obrox-.
ious. to his.neighbours, The: ffate-inguifin.
tors keep the keys of. thefe, apd opm thqm,
when they think psoper,. ...

‘The Senate, .1.which .is:. oompq&d -of thc
whole: body of the nobility, cenfifts of'a'huaw
dred and twenty membc{s* whp' decide. .of;
war; and - peace; it moreover turnifhes dw;
. members...of the college..of the. twenty-fixy.,

whofe bufinels is to receive foreign Ambafa.;
fadors, . and report - their. demands. to the. &
nate. ‘The Patriarch prefides at - the conva~.
catidn; where seligiods controverfies-are de-.:
cided.- -A committee::of thefe feveral conns/,
cils called the council .of Teny.determines all
things without appeal,..and even . has power ,
to depofe the Doge; : but he: feldom.-pyts.;
them to this trouble. .- He is.clafely watched,.,
his power. is ‘a meer fhadow, .and has n,othmg,
in, ig-real y his falary. amounts only.to.fixey
thqy&nd lmes afid zhe. expences of. bis rer.,

ception,
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cepiivg, mmm whitly
Biratiged vollbariuseieins ormant

Q- fifop Ritculhnd: Soommnd 1 A sriac:ipphi s
eleomoniny: v swvendls:ia. dubd; dead a: nikavle
Yindd with et s afdurddrndied Riogs
fian-chpo: Bid: pataca lies<a pactpect 146: the
ok, « il Gondm sads che Brwgdin, 1 whisee! the
Nuoblesc{for fesr-of giviog mmbrags by ok

inig -particular wiemblies):touilalt wid. theid

affaies, o Tobis fotomd. fQuasa; isfjaimed o-3by-
firft Qymd@c.;:;&_.; P A IO ERNRIEtS
~+ W hisd ¥hecturiality to afcead St Mank's
t3wer, 1 whéth.iis: b Jitwated befune
dhvaharchitadd Oatee. fent highi des’
Wmmmw offp comveniens:
¥iflrgQdic chudl a-Horfa: qan. afgend 1hem:
Erein othinge - fpalintor - mmy. (ax: @t ooe
vlewo woliwtiby Fewicrs - with 1 the :perts and
Wh Miinds belongiog: snic; bus Loy
SRYy) 418 Wountming: of Jiene, ..the - place

Wiseres ahe " Mg ‘gime. rife. 10, the- Lppenines, -

9 ivke tradd wihere the Po emprics iticlf inte
%’; L P e
o:il: forgotte: fpeak of the Acfenal, which
foriasLdw - lfand twenty @adia in circurtis
firenes, guarded by mgltives and enclofed by
Atild;'which are flanked with tqwers and

- Avacoheddwyamd night by a noble Venrrisa.
Wifpidng of froth waer, which.is faid ta be
anfifocpribbeof infeRion even from. poilon,

upplicd watge toewq choufand artificers, who

&ﬂm yeucheiz-trades:in £fty - chambrragoin

0a . which

-—d
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Whidhy it i are bibrmabel i, it
euvever juedngitheos:. [ Thoy begs slwayd
iniropair-the zickie meceffary: fara swlkitudsy
ofvetlels; bash ofdwhich fands widesien wchy
and b walbedo by:ther veawes -of she @as; Wil
aikended onorof che largelh; thak Rood npon
éry land. . Frogtiie L bpttom of vbe keel s
shiecrudder, stdieashs - as if one. WS to.afeend
by fairs 19 kbe topiof a:high:hovfes of.fa
greas 1. lengehs, that twopesfonscohld hardiy
fee each other at the oppofite ehgsaafity - i1
¢ . ¥ e Gembenien:and Ladies. of it Lone
stz and Cottxeago Familiesyi whos ace
" edrding toithe ipolite:cuibosy b‘sﬂ'ﬂ:m!’

" took:the rouble tomctompaayusiechen we vid
fired thefe phaces; theaflembligy ortbepublis
divetfions, apd-even whii we wankito #efs)
and. that fox: thice wesks fogither,o were-{o
good as tocrofs the fea on‘tbsidy efent-dar
partwrey’in onden to conddi s 101 Chionao,
& town two: miles -diftant-feojh, Prriica :-ahd
wholc: falt-pits-erith the sépublics: ~Aitithe
viGory there gained by its foroes in: 1380y
firetarms. were ofed ‘by the Vewetigps:for ithe
firfk :time; There our -obligind: conde@ars
treated as with a{omptuous:dinner, and-we
tad the pleafure of fecing thebeft of Romphays
Meflteurs. F.ar cn;zf'tg, :andf:_:&thmﬂm
-Knight. of Meha, of -whot.l have alrvady
.nm;eg mentidn; swere prefent, amodglt-otieesy
cnd the AbbeiCa1aRs, whn upan: Wb qes
reomplimented M with-verfes inrmy pmf#é ’

s : an

gy
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and made me 3. mfem o{ bisComedies, Row
%nan csan hilofophica thm,mutten,g ,
he tafte of Pon s thic Epiftles. . h:u:em,uv
Litor- of GowBow1y Jike Him, . makes fuccefsy
ful ‘efforts 1o ‘jmprove the &alian. Comt(yq
they would fain banith buffoaneries and tnaﬂcg,
boch of which were borrowed fiom the,
 tient'Grees and-Romens. .How could J;:o
of fuch-delicacy. fuffer.them upen their. Thean
ttes 21 'woald” allow the ufe of them in pera
fonatngevds, Satyrs, or L{ clops, of which
pature fupplies fo ‘medel ; but they’ fhou
not_prevent us fromr beholdmg ‘how human,
ions operate: upon. the countenaace. ‘We
10uld -likewife do .well were we to obligd
éur ddncers to ]ny them. afide.. But this dix
gffon._rhakes e lofe fight of .our:feaft at
&nzza which 1 qumed with reln&ance in
order to‘embark. Tat
CWe were advifed to by water toFm'ar.
ra. The amiable: per?cr‘xs with whom. we.
had “been Ani’ company, followed us. a long -
timé  with theu‘ -eyes” from the fhore, and
éven fhed tears, “which'I returned them am
Bundred fold. ~As a laft inftance. of their,
ga?d they recommended us to their friends;
upon ‘the roaci, at.-whofe country-houfes we-
were to be accommodated. with lodgin
é next dax it rained from morning ;EA}L
wht._ “This obliged us to be all the time.
wnder decfc, {othat we pafled our fime.in the
mol} dxfaoreeabl; xxkfomenefs, and. were uo=

4 er
2).’.’1.
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(der-conftan® tetror and apprehieifions. = Ot
Larriages wentbefore'in a bark, to which ours
.was faftened, ‘that the cord might not make
us approach toonear the thore; but the.overz
flowing of ‘the Po kept. us fo, far diftant: from
our horfes, that notwithftanding all our pre-
«autions ‘'we ofteri failed clofe to the banks.
The proverb is juft, < Let no one travel by
¢ water that has -an. opportwaity of going
$¢.by land.” If it had not beeq for the bad-
tiefs of the weather, the profpeé of the iflands
and.the fhores would have agreeably recalled
to my memory the fable of PHAETON : than
poplar trees, with long branches, trace to thq
imagination the ingenious" metamotphofis o
his %ﬁ:rsa S e e
- We ftopped but one day at Feivara. Tmi
time is fufficient to fee the remaining grandeut

of a city, which was in a_flourifhing condi=
" tion under its Dukes, but js #iow’ quite de-
ferted, apd badly paved. The gi‘gat‘nhmbe”q
of Priefts, Monks and Nuns, mult certainly
contribute to depopulate thefe fine countries.
Yet were our rcligion to have more profefforsy
the more God would. be- hohouted by it, s’
I'faid to Count VARANO, 2 Gentléman de-'
fcended from an ancient family in this country,,
who was fo good.as to make me a preferit of
his excellent Tragedies, and to iccompany
méto the cathedral. GREGORTO GERALBI
(atcotding to whofe memorials the Gregoriai’
Célendat was made) is there buried. Wf'e“
Loy alfo

e !‘
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2 Whhe i df-DAwes, o at M
eirofe sat < RAUbmb,” which was - f
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,uwffﬂﬁ‘ﬂ&h*»%”ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁrm
Jarydeficoss so-fes (ount Womxmm
ovbom wa Lad; keown, & Panis; €6 which
=ity be bagd twigeImdde 3 tonr. Hehas e
vifited "the nosthern courts. » You bave hoerd
a great deal of his works, and the deferved
Savanr of the King of Prufie whigh hedids
long enjoyed. His health obliges him to
AWt that maaarch-for.-fome -years,. Thefe
Ba.pafles.-agreeably. in- this. ¢ityy  where his
company. iy vorymuoh-consted s §-om geeatly
Shliged- 1o, him. Jor . his- Givilition, dumng o1y
ftay, in. this; places, , Judgs- liom many quel-
tions we had to propofe to each other. QOur
sonver(ations.rake _exundely dimlyo: We
ofien talk of MrDg Vo1 ratnoss agroeble
and-furpriging fertilityrof. gesinwod commur
sicated to.bim ¢ loticss. whigh thhadirpoeixed
from that eminent author.in anfiver ta-onk
that I wrote to-him in Jtaljas . whidft hewwas
84 Lyons,, gining him- to undesfiand that a1y
being -inwited to- faa the .coremeny of the
Doge’s marriage with the ddmatic feay prer
vented me from paying a vifit at bis feat neay
Geneway called Dylecesy Herd jashe spfwet
hemademe: . oo m lom Hraihend o
e AT ATt tetappa moinan YA
O thou,. who. beateft-o’an Pargalfus fway)
l}%'ﬁé* iﬂrl‘!&‘:&mn . %Mhﬂu Ay A
Shepce PETRABCH s mnyrilen, . T assle Jau-
rels bring: ’ )
YVere they alive, thy praifes they would fing :

BRASENS B FERE And




N

[

U i6e  IEATAT ER-CRVIS
¢ - AndPeaul¥ they thy bright eyes, or verfes fec,

h
W}ould! f\n‘ely tHe of love, or Jealoufy. . ;
Cear s N

A% 4

s el Ti;r: m—»gmai ‘of dns leud: isin Ifahan; ‘a8

: huexfollows; but the verfes drein French.. o

PP S i Y TR
Dungque, O”S|grton, ﬂq:po thella aurd
veduto- i cornuto fpofo del mar Adriatico,
vedrd il Padre: debla: lclmfa,‘ﬁui coronata nel
campidoplio dalle mani: del. twon:Benedetto.
- Ella :dovrebbe ritornare per via’ di Gmevra,
¢ trionfare tra gli Eretici, quando auri rice-
vutg: la- cerona poctics dei Santi Cawolici
 ma il fuo :vinggio & tutto per la gloria, e nel *
fud gran volo elia tranfeorra noftri lieti benche
umili teetic 7 H zio ¢ la nipote bacciano affet- |
tuofumente la mano, che a feritto tante belle
cofey e fi *raccbmmndano alla fua: bcmgmu

eonognioﬂquo. Serans : L

L So, Madérn, zfter you bavcfeen the horn-
edsHolband of the Adriatic {ea, you will bel |
hold the Father of the church, and be crown- .

-~ ed dn-the ‘capitol by the hands of the” pious
Benepicr. . You fhould return by the way |
of Geneva, and triumph amongft the Heretics,
after having received a poetical crown from
the haids ‘of the' holy Catholics; but” your -
voyage: is produétive of glory wherever you
go3 and ‘may you in the courfe of your pere-
grinations pafs by our happy but humble
roof: " '‘Both- ;he Uncle and the Nijece affec-

tionately-
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tionately kifs the, hand | that ‘has.compofed for
miany fine prod a&ions, and recommend them= *
felves to your friendthip with the utmoft ob-
feq‘uioufnefs e - .o

Good jaurney MILTON s (Iaugbter, CAMOEN s

. o Y™

Depend upon it, Madam, that we will -
never forgive you for not havmo taken Ge—
neva in your way.”

MrALGAROTTL fays, that oqurmcho- :
MER writes the language of T Asso.in great -
petfection. We are every day confirmed in -
the opinion that be has two or thret.{ouls at --
command. One alone can never embrace ..
fuch a varicty of objeéts. A great Monarch, .
who is a friend to this illuftrious Poet, after
a grand entertainment which the Count vcw
us yefterday, occafioned us new fubject of
aftonithment. The Count fhewed mie. the
printed works of this ingenious Soyereigny. #6 . -
Yefs remarkable for the valour and. condu&\‘
he fhews in battles, than for his picturefque . &

manner of defcribing it in his Poem. upon-::.

that fanguinary art, whlch he has dedlcate o
to his brother. ' - an
I am apprehenfive forEurope. lc& thn p:'r- &
fent war fhould make him as much dreaded. .
as his various talents caufe him to be admired ;.

. but as thé Jralian proverb has it, Buon ¢¢ js\

Vour. I. . . l\’I I digd .

-+

» 'Hm'c words VoL T AIRE wrote in Englyb.

4
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degli-altri & ve &i fe fleffo,  He thatis’a good
¢« King over others, can reign over himfelf.’”
‘His familiar Epiftles abound with fuch judi-
cious reflexions, often placed'in a light enl-
tirely new, that our beft Pdets' might be
proud-of them. Itis fomething aftonithing
that a foreign prince, who has the whole
burden of ftate-affairs upon him, not having
the affiftance of a prime minifter, thould fuc-
ceed fo well in French poetry, the compofition
‘of which'is fo difficult. If he fometimes of-
fends againft grammar, this fhould be afcrib-
ed to the too fcrupulous exaltnefs of our
language. His making choice of it to write
in does us fo much honour, thatI long impa-
tiently to fee this colle@ion of Poems pub-
lithed: He has given copies only to his par-
ticular favourites, who will take care of them
no doubt. I would not have the Count en-
truft me with one; neither does he intend
it, he would be apprehenfive of having a co-
py takenn. We read the Poem together every
evening. He has alfo fhewn me fome pretty
‘Jtalian fonnets, and a fine Englifh ode upon
Death, written by Lady WorTLEY MONT A~
GU, with whom we had the pleafure of con-
verfing at Penice, which is her fettled place
of refidence. You have,” doubtlefs, been
‘informed, that upon her return from her em-
‘bafly to Conflantinople, the had the refolution
“to have her only fon inoculated : her example |

was univerfally folléwed by the Englih, . M.
.

|
R e S I




cod
I f. ”n

. By Madag Du Bocaoc® K63

‘DE LA ConpAMINE; famous for his learn-
‘ing; his travels, and his zeal far the public
welmre, advifes us to avail ourfelves of the
talents of this celebrated Lady. France is

_indebted. to .our Abbé YarT * for excellent

‘tranflations of feveral of her works. I took
the liberty to afk her how fhe paffed her time
in her retirement ; and, as all languages are
“familiar to her, we were inclined to think
that.the great number of authors ranged upon
the thelves of her library, employed many of

Vherlelfure hours. ¢ No, Mufe, returned the,

¢ time has taught me that metaphyfical fyi-
¢ tems, and even hiftorical fa&s delivered
¢¢_for truths, are far from bemg foin deed ;
¢ I therefore amufe myfelf with the moﬁ:
¢¢ agreeable fitions, and read nothmg but
¢ romances : -notwithftanding my fandne(s
¢ for thefe trifles, and my being a rcixl
< againft the laws of Romz, behold and ad-
"_"mlre the picture of the prcfent Pope, a-
¢« mongft the great men who adorn my clo-
"_‘ fer.”

1 likewife faw there that of Lord Boring
erokE, with whom the was perfonally ac-
quainted, as fhe is well verfcd in his writings.
Her opinion of him is, that he is a learned
‘and profound author, but that his works are
too prolix. The carefies with which this

:,Lady honoured me, ended with her afluring

e M 2 LM

“' Of the Academy of Rouen 3 We hag tranfliled f me of
“thie beft pieces of Englub literature,

.
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me; that 3 fhe was“teh Qﬁﬁnyo‘dnger fhe
fhould nog be able to refift hiew. inclinatioh e
accompany e to Naplss.:the fituation, of
which f{he highly admired. .She likewifa
tbmks Caty?auwmplc a dehghtfu} place to angh
one that is. not quite hsgom‘d to. the O’pcr(a’}
and the Tuilleries. . T

- But it.is time to- retum to the agreeablm -

er;tertammen; at Bologna, whese 1 had thie:
pleafure of feeing Count CasaLI, - mathex
matical prfejfor of the Academy of the Jn/lins
‘tutey and the learned Z ANOTT1, perpetual-Ses ;
cretary of, thag Mafeam,. This Gentlemany?
who may, be, looked upon as a fecond Foixvs.
TENBLLE,, fetains in an advanced age greatc

anetyqqnd politenefs. . The Marchionefs:afl

GM”B Nijece:to the Archbaihop, who joina’.
‘beauties of the mind to the exterior graces
of ber psrion, ‘added one to the number:ofs

ourf amiable guefts. This fair Lady was fo
good as to take me under her prote&ion,’ and/
to, accompany mé from the public walks to-
theComcdy, where thePAMELA of GoLpo-
NI,, the Itn.’wm MoLiERE, was reprefenteds:.
which gave us both high fmsfa&lon. The?,
next day fhe gave me leave to accompany ber, ¢
to the aflembly. The aparttient is hired by |’
the Nobility,-and they pay a perfon to keepir
it ;jn. order,.. The refrefhments which hgot
furnithes are; -without doubt, fufficient.itg i
defray theicharges of cards and wax candlesy:d
In the;egqnggrqte towas of Ital;o,, this, publiens
oY tdx HEDR M Sosioben rﬁnq¢ﬂ¥ﬁ“83
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mdezVous ‘énadles people to pafs the evening
in company without -having the trouble of
feceiving Vaﬂts. “Foreigners, who'are intro-
duced by any oné that has made an agreement
for the feafon;, ‘are admitted. -We were not’
there yefterday, I was fo fatigued : we fpent
the'day in taking'a view of the pi¢tures which
adorn the fine Church of Saint PaT RONIUS,
and the lorig meridian-line of CAssiN1 fet in:
the pavement. In the afternoont we vifited-
the Academy of the Inflitute, where 1 had the

“honour ofbemgadnmted amember; this mark’

of diftinction | ‘may juftly boaftof §” theére are;
but three female members of it; the ftudious*
meA Bassy, who is profeﬁ'dr of Phyfie,”
and gives public leGures in Latiny ‘the famous
Geonmietrician AGNEsI, who -is Tetired to'a)”
Convent at Milan'; and the illuftrious Neg-

politan’ Princefs DE COLLOMBRAKO. The

Marchionels of CHATELET was‘aé worthy a™
member of this Academy of Scientes (which
was founded by THEODOsIUS' the Yohnger.
and is one of the richeft and moft #ntient in
Eurspe) as Lain the reverfe. It was improved
by CrARLEs the Great, and otherPrincés.”
The prefent Pope, in order to doHonour, tb"’
his:country, has added feveral veluies to the ™

 forey thoufand belonging to the Libsaty, and

in purfuanceof his intentions, M. FAR cer 7t
hasadorned one of the galleries with- cho’ice’b
antique  fiatues, the models of whieh- werc™ 1l
taken in- plailter, as I have obferved above,
M 3 The
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“The edifices are beautiful 4hd fpalious, and
contain the feveral inftruments of Arfillery,

Aftronomy, Natural Hiftory, with'a variet
of plans of Fortifitations, ‘fanged in ddinira-
"ble order ; each branch has & feparate apart-
ment, the hame of which is t& be feen over
the door; ‘here Profeflors of 'all the dif-
ferent fciences évery day deliver public Tecs
tures. We affifted at one of thefe fearmed
‘harangues, and after it’ was over, Signora
Bass1, with equal complaifance and exa&-
nefs, fhewed us a variety of experiments con-

“ cerning irritability. :
~_Thus.you fee that my day was well employ-
ed.” This morning we followed the grand
“proceffions” of the holy facrament, whica
 bring together a multitude of foreigners;
..the Pope’s Legate and the Archbifhop, who
are both Cardinals, affift at.it in pomp. The
broad and lofty galleries ereCted on each fide
_of the ftreet, are the principal décorations
“upon thisuceafion. Between each of the pil-
_Jars of thefe porticos, gailands and real orange-
_trees mixcd with {tatues made with great
_ingenuity in pafte-board, afford a ravithing
. profpect.  Carpets ftrewed with flowers co-
" ver the pavement, and others adorn the win-
¢ dows, which are filled with Ladies.  Noblea
“men and rich citizens hang their fineft pic-
" tures upon the walls of theirhoufes. "I'he
"famous “fchool of this city has furnithed all
’,,mt}gei\r ¢hurches ; the architecture of which isl
' © equa
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equal to the beauty of the: pictures that em-
bellith them, = '
.. If the palaces of the noblemen difcover their
opulence, the munificent piety of the citizens
is equally confpicuous in a portico three miles
Jong, built at their own expence, in ordet td
thelter them in their pilgrimages from the
city to St Ly K E upon the Apennine. We
.did not fail to go thither ; from thence all the
richnefs of the country round about is to be
feen. This fumptuous devotion does not hin-
der profane expences. They are now build-
ing at the public charge a vaft opera houfe,
upon which fo much attention is beftawed,
as even to erc&t coach-houfes for the conve-
nience of the Nobility and Gentry who come
to the theatre, L

The public diverfions are here renewed
every year on the 8th day after.the proceffion
of the holy facrament, The Ladies drefs
themfelves in all their finery, in order to do
ithonour, The multitude of people brought
hither by this feftival, meet with pleafures
which increafe their attachment to their reli-
gion. Which do you think is the beft poli-
cy, to make religion dreaded, or beloved ?
Ilong to be at Rome, in order to hear your
anfwers to my queftions; in the mean time,

~in compliance with your defire, inftead of
~ writing you letters, 1 write you whole vo-
+ lumes, and to morrow I fet out for Florence.

;:",',,‘; o M4 LETTER
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n‘.-f Fiorence unq ng I .
“.Dmr S jkr, g " 7 . ?’fz fo

HE numlm' of vifits I h(ﬂ P pay or res

. ceive, my. weakly ftate’of . health, and’
atboufand thmgs[ had to fee, have prevented:
mg from. wmmg to you on my amval at: thrS'
Citys o o ’
-Upan- le:mng Balagm, we xmmcdlately
wttqd ‘thefarule country which furrounds:
it,. ;-1 erdes tb enter Tujcany, we are obliged-.
to, ga{ubemountws, which.divide Jraly into-
tw&cqml'paxm, fmmLambardy to the end of

thsbm. we At

Soﬁ&f tbesﬂﬁ:, grcat Apmmnus reigns ik
‘W ithigthefefrui:ful and thrice happv plains ;¢
HisJofty.{ront high reaching to the fkies,
With.. pll;nteons {treams the vale below fup-
ionplien
His:brapching.arms extendmg far and wnde, :
Hefpexig into swenty ftates divide :
He forms a-sange of hills at Pifz’s plains,
And:oear.dncona rolling billows chains: . .+ >
‘Torreats: which from .its. ﬁdea their. cou;fe 3
pveoferivey.. s
To.both the feas: prempltately dnve.: L

Notwnhﬂandmrg this pompous defcrlpuon
_ the«HﬁlT pav‘cd cau eway, WhILh is buxlt upon,.
. e {65

e —————— e L e - e o
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‘the back of. thefe mountains, puts travellers
to great trouble to pafs them. But the pre-
cipice called 7/ Giogo, dreaded by the moft
refolute travellers, no longer ferves as a bar-
rier to the grand Dutchy. The Emperor
has caufed = fteep but eafy road to be cut
through it *, .which condu@s -travellers to
Florence, and prefents a delightful profpect
to the.eye. On a Sunday we walked down
the hills covered with houfes, woods and yer--
- dure, . which furround it. How great was
our aftonithment to fee them inhabited by.
lovely. Nymphs, with firaw hats ‘adorned
with flowers, elegantly fhaped, who.dazzled -
our eyes with their necklaces and bracelets :
and whofe drefs in every refpe@ refembled
that of our fhepherdefles at the Opera ! 1 have
+ been affured, that their accent is: as tlegant -
as_their deportment, . efpecially in the neigh-’
bourhood of Sienna; and that their anfwers: '
are. fo pertinent and proper, that 2 Member
of the Academy. della Crufea could not altera
fyllable in them for the better. I attribute this:: -
great refinement -of manners and language, . -
which has infenfibly penetrated even to the: :
cottages in this country, to the continued: -

cultivation of laws and arts. They enlighten. | .

ed Hetruria, long before they were known
at Rome : the Princes of the family of Mupi<: *
, o cis
* The inhabltants of Belogna have Tatgly dong the fame, . - .
fo thdt the Paflage ‘of the Mennres is become much more
. eafy thue it was,

s
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"e1s-fived them chiere by . the: niafterpieces of
art, antient and moders, with which they em-
‘bellithed ¢lteir palace. Twa galleries, four
Hhundred. feet long, joined 3' an,angle, and
adorned with a double row ﬂatges or bufts,
lead : to apartments filled with curiofitjes,
.which the-eye of the curious,and learned
Apoeltator is-never tired of admiring. “One
" of them -prefents to the view .two hundied
poftraits of painters.done by themfclvcs, and
.maay pitures of perfons illuftrious in a va-
:risty of diffstent ways; the other. dlfplays
-the fineft- porcelain and idols of the moft
gmefqne figures. - The Marquis VENUTI,
argreat Cbnnoxﬂ'eur, and CoccHi, an able
Ll?héyﬁt:lan, ‘fhewed us the cabinet of Medals
. rwhich arg:kept by the latter. We next en-
i;tered thehalls in which the curiofitics that
illuftrate Natural Hiftory are contained. It
is unneceﬂ'ary to repeat the detail which has
been givén by otlier travellers ; but I cannot
“Be-filent with regard to the gallery: It is-an
oltagon faloon twenty feet in diameter, light-
ed only:by onelamp, which hangs from a
dome covered with mother of pearl, The
<Wwalls dre ‘embellifhed- with the fineft piGures
arid'glafs-chefts through which the variegated
luftre of precious ftones darts a glittering
“-Jight fuch 4ds-a head of one of the Casar’s
-leut upon a torquoife as big as an egg ; veflels
“'gf agure, lapis and rock- cryﬁal fet wnh gold

Z dﬁd d "mdnds: the faloon is furnifhed wnh
‘Y‘U ( a
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a celelfial Globe, the ftars of which are 6f
fuibies’; afarpe ‘t‘abie of finooth ftones incruft-
‘edin each éther, and fix Greek ftatues, upoht
“which all thé efforts of art'were exhaufted’;
“two wreftleis ' who throw each other; a pea-
‘fant who pretends to fharpen his pruning-
‘hook, whilft'he is Mftening to CATILINE’s
confpxracy ; aFaun dancmg ; two VENUS's
“fix feet high, which would charm the be-
holder, if they were not eclipfed by the VEe-
KUs of Medicisy the latter is fomewhat fower,

“but pofiefled of that inexpreflible fomewhat
which attracts one’s whole attention. I have
“tranflated fome verfes which were written to

be placed under this celebrated @tatue: they

" were explained to me, for [ don’t undetftand

Greek, and I am very forry forit:. why am

"t not ten years younger » if I was, 1 would

learn it. But let us hear whaeVENUs fays.

" Topsny 018 aps pen Avxnng sg' A&mt, e
" Tug T ol pooves. Hgf;whm 1 mﬂ%v.

By Pari1s I've been naked feen [ own,
And by AxcHIsEs, butby them alone:..

© Where then could PRAX1TELEs my body fee,

T hat Art and Nature thus fo well agree?

Y We are told by: fome :utho;s, that thns

“ prodigy of art was found at Tiue/i; The mag-

“nificent faloon which contains it has but gpe
Cattn-chairg this [ feizedy and fat two hours

oppofite

S e e
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oppolite to. thefe antiques, endi found: thebe:
compapy fo attractive that L couldiopt poffibly’
qi:x,,i.t it.. We xetyrned .there theinext. day 3
the Count of LAURENCY, a.man{of wit, andt
our King’s Minifter at the Coprt,ofithe.geands
Duke, was fo obliging. as te acsompany- ub!
thither, as likewife his Lady; who.is young'
ai)d. bapdfome. . Afier we had puid.a fecond
vifit to the Greet VENUS, be carried us to:
the.country-feat of gne of the handfomeft mo-'
dern VENUSsEs.Dow living, ] mean:the:Mar<-

chionels Capponi, who -acquits herfelf if

Cem Y PR RN S PR LY
B B¥TTER BE

the mo ‘graceful manner in doipg the how::
nog;gfg’ ber houfe. We admired from hen:.
terrace . the. rich, neighbourhood of: Florence):
arj_&f\w,a“c,cd{ Jinger . the fhade of her-cedass.

Thofe, of thys .country are famous for their:

e:;qqxﬁtg; q qngla‘nd:thei&_ magni;ude.r Odo-
riferous plangsawhich diffufe their perfumesto
a ffﬁ‘fe d&m,"(ﬁould not be raifed too high ;' -
thefe may perhaps be of the number. - We:
fee none but'fuch as have low ftalks; the: -
arhours they form would make a much better <
appearance if, they. were higher; but theri we'
thyuld recgive. Jefs enjoyment from them: ::
qQur_great orange trees, which we admire fo- -
muich, throw their odogiferous exhalations up*

[

to heaven, and d

B .

gathering. qx;r fryit. with eafe ; their trunk/' L’

P R&LS)

‘only iswithin eyr reach, and makes: a fhocks>a

- ing appearange,, . The Jtalians place thefe-:¢
trecyip Jarge earthen pots, and do not let them
N ‘ exceed

eprive. us of the pleafure of air

A




By MademDyBogags. 11§

.exceed the fize of thrubs. They are great
admiirers. of lofty vaults in their dpartments;
but they feem: to make themtoo Jow in theie
gardens. :-Ixtbok care not to hint this to the
miftrefs of -the ‘houfé, who was fo obliging
as. to' fhew it ite me; but -I' réquefted her
likewife to thew me her houfe in town :” We,
found it anfiver the deflcriptions We had read
of it, as well as'the Corsini palace,- which
i3'a habitation worthy of the Nephews of the
late Pope, who was a native of Florence. " The
fine tafte of the owner, and the beauty' 6fthe
pictures, done-by the moft entitent hands,.
are there equally confpicuous: ' "“At the top’
of the great ftair-cafe is an imiedfe’ faloon,’

- adorned with coluring and”afitiqug’ ftatues. -

The painted roof is furrounded'-by’ fg'anef'it'{

very: convenient for heating the Mufic :"the

remaining apartments equal this'ity" beaut; .y

The. vaft palace of the noble family of the

StTrozzr pleafes-me highly by its Tajean Sut-""

fide. Thefe flones rudely cut put ‘one i °
mind of the firft habitations of men, il bar~"
barous and ignorant ages; arock’ éxcavated '*
to make a-commodious dwelling; folidity' .
there confpires with beauty : the palice of
LuxeEMBURGH, which is partl§ iii tﬁi&"t,‘éﬁc),ﬁo
.. gives you' the model of thepalace’ 67‘?'1“‘{:‘»‘1‘“:;
~ the aft habitation of the Family of ' M#brcrs,
There is ftill the moft compleht ¢ofléGivn of -=
pictures; but the.gardens, - which havé‘lohs ™
been:sreckoned amongft the worndetd ol the?"!
gmsoT i R R R R SRt ()1
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world, arenow in fuch difordes; that it is g
daflicult matter. o.walk in them. - SElieydeetn
galculated only to remind acahfsderate pafon
of the tranfitory ftate of all humdh ithings.s =
< . Thedarknefs-of the evening: yeftecday fure
nifhed matter-to .my moral.reflexions; ‘whed
a phenomenon quite new to me fuddenly in-
terrupted my meditations. ‘A:fwarm of thin-
ing flies fluttered about the thickets. I teok
it for a wandring fire, .and as' [ approached,
the flames fled from me. . I never before faw
above two or three of thele glittering infeéts
together. The great number of them delight-
cd and aftonifhed me, parva leves. capiunt ani-
mos, Fatigue made me leave off walking, to
partake of a frugal fupper, fuch as[ like: I
thea:thought my hard bed excellent. . When
I awoke in the morning, I received, in a
letter from Count ALGAROTTI, a diploma
of the cclebrated Academy of Padua, which
- does me the honour to admit me as one of its
members, I endeavoured to give an an{wer
fuitable to the- favour beftowed uvpon me,
when my ftudies were interrupted by a vifie
from the .Chevalier Apami, an excellent
Antiquary, and Dr Lami, a man of tafte
and genius, aothor of a Feurnal which is
very ‘much efteemed. We both regretted
. the lofs ‘of Abbe BuoNDELMONTE, who
died . not long ago, and whofe poetry I am

very well acquainted with. Thefe learned .

gentlemen informed me, that. the beft fraliom

tranflation-

. — . = o
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tranflation they have.of ANACREON, is that
of -our REGNIER DE&MARETS, nd nat ong
of their:prettieft pieces was compofed. by Me»
NAGE. : 1fhall-here fet it down by Memory,
but I may perhaps make fome omiffion as 1
have not a Lopy of it before me..

o) maravmh,a ftrana!t : .
:Eh cht lo crederia ?

A te pur fola diffi,

A te pur fola ferifi, -

11 mio amarofo affanno, .

A tutt’ altri lo celai :

E pur tutti lo fanno,

Tu fola non lo fai. .

1 attempted to tranflate it in the manmr
followmg. o : : e

O AMARANTHA, heavenly fm,

Was fuch a wonder ever known {.

To you I tell my fecret care,

And tell it but to you alone;;

And yet the flame with whichmy bofom glows,
Altho’ unknown to you, all.mankind knows.

When we had fufficiently admired this
tender Madrigal, we amufed ourfelves by
talking of the merits of qur own poets, as welt
as of thofe born beyond the Aips, efpecially
‘Fasso, my favoume, and ARIOSTO,  to
whom the Lialians give the- preference: with
: : regard
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regard to invention-and flile: -they likewil,)
with a greater appearance of juftice, prefeet:
CoxNEILLE to RAcINE; but. if they were
as well acquainted with our languags as their,
own, ‘the corre@nefs of the latter would win|
the majority of their fuffrages. - The moderny’;
in all countrigs appear to me to be too much -
delighted with an animated ftile, and the no- .
velty of Ideas poured out without any fort of -
conne&tion. However, this charm of the -
Orlando Furisfo, this uncouth affemblage of
unconinefted beauties, often refembles the
_ ravings of amadman. Is not the moft lively
‘extempore eloquence fometimes .uttered by
perfons difordered in' their fenfes ? inftead of
captivating our homage in this indire& way,
unity of fentiments in the various different
fituations, and folid judgment, were always
the honourable marks of humanity, and the
fource of every virtue, " This true meritis’
now but little confidered, and there is nothing. -
to be hoped from the chimerical fyftems, or
from the enthulidfm fo much admired in this
our age. Whoever attempts toacquire re- -
putation by talents ufelefs to the public, be-
comes juftly an obje&t of their contempt. I
agree with the ancients in-efleeming men_
and their thining abilities, in proportion as
they difcover more or lefs folidity in the con-
dué&t of their writings. It is then that the
wonders of art, in which good fenfe is equally” -
difplayed, as ip the works of the author of
el . Cl‘”flﬂ,‘l I
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Cinna, encharit me', and make me look upon,
thefe "happy-genjus’s as men infpired by the. .
gous’; but without this bafis, the moft allur-.
Ing ofnameintsy’ the moft fpecious arguments,

difperfed like -flecting clouds, fall and mu-
tually eclipfe'each other in my fight, whilt
1 endeavour in vain to prop and fupport them?

It is'not that I fet a value upon none but fe-

rious compofitions ; reafon may fometimes.
fport; but 4 judicious mind requires a regu-
lar plan even in works of Amufement, But

I have dwelt fo long upon this fubje&, that I. -

muft for the prefent defer adefcnptlon of the .

delightful places from which I write.
L ET T ER XXI

Slem 7une 25, 17 5
Dear Sifler, . ! 7

BE FoRE I fay any thmg of the Town at
which [ am juft arrived, I muft finith my

defription of the monuments that excited my

admiration at Florence.

In the magnificent church of the holy
crofs is to befeen the tomb of MIcHAEL An=" "

GELo, born at Arezzoy and who died at the’
age of ninety, in 1564. -The arts in which'

he excelled; as Painting, Sculpture and Ars
chite&ure, are there emblematically. repre-" *

fented. To this renowned Virtuofo' we are”
indebted for the magpnificent chapel of the ™
Nicorini, which adorns this: moﬂa&ery “The

Yor.IL N cloifter
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cloifter contains the precious afhes of Gavrt-

150, whofe letters and other curious works,’
never before publifhed, are now in the prefs.
P1cus of Mirandola lies interred at St Mark’s,

Boccack at theChurch of Santa Maria della’
novella. The fineft fepulchral chapel in the’
wosld is that of the MEDICI family -at St
Laurence. Art and precious ftones are there

equally confpicuous on every fide. During

the courfe of a century, in which DukeFER-

pINAND gave fix hundred thoufand livres to

build it, ninety millions have already been

fpent upon the defigns of MiIcHAEL ANGELOC.

The library belonging to this church is fa-

mous for a great number of manufcripts.

Amongft others, we meet with the works of
Vircir, tranferibed at the time of THEO-

posius, and a defcription of the whole Greck
chirurgy, adorned with figures painted upon

vellum, , :

We propofed to pafs the day in vifiting the
Churches. After a grand dinner at Signor
BorroMEO’s the apoftolical Nuncio, where
we had the pleafure of feeing the Abbe Nico-
LiNI, a man of quality and learning, and
extremely agreeable. in company; we went
to fee the catbedral, which isa gothic build-
ing, but fpacious and magnificent. Fhe in-
fide and outfide being of variegated marble,
appear as if they were covered with Ching
ware : It feems probable, that it derives from
thence the name of our Lady of the Flowers © -

this
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this variety is to me extremely agreeable.
The dome which is an o&agon, ftrikes the
eye by its loftinefs, and the diverfity of its
paintings.  You afcend by an hundred and
twenty fteps toit, and go round it, both
within and without, by triple galleries. The
gilt ball of the dome, which covers the ckoir,
1s feven feet in diameter; and the tower, which
is adorned on the outfide with compartments
of red, black and white marble, is a hundred
and eighty feet hich. The front of this ca-
thedral is not yet finifhed, no more than thofe
of many other churches in Jtaly ; whofe plans
being too extenfive are not eafily carried into
execution. Oppofite to the portal is the
font, which is likewife of a variety of fplendid
colours, It s faid to have been formerly a
temple of MARs. Its triple gates of brafs,
which' are of admirable workmanthip, coft
GriserTo FLORENTINO fifty years labour.
MicuAarL ANGELo thought them worthy of
being the gates of heaven; baptifm gives
the key to them: is not this an anticipated
paradife? '
If it be proper to pafs from things facred
to profane, we faw no grand fralian Opera st
Florence, but we met with excellent burlettas,
This fort of mufic; which is the neweft, is
confequently the moft fafhionable in Italy.
1 made too fhort a ftay in the fine city which
1 have been defcribing, to be well acquainted
. N2 with
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with it; but we propofe vifiting- it again at
our return. Its fituation is happy, and its
foil extremely fertile. This country has
produced eminent men of all forts, as Cima-
BUE, who reftored painting in Jtaky, AME-
ri1cos VEsPUCIO, from whomthe new world
derives its name; the famous General
Strozzr; MAcHIAVEL thePolitician; the
illuftrious writers PETRARCH, DANTE, and
Boccacro: the moft renowned Painters
and beft Sculptors were likewife born at Fls-
rence.  The inhabitants are equally remark-
able for induftry and genius; their women
ate beautiful, and their ftreets well paved
with large flones; the fquares, gardens,
fountains, churches and palaces, ar¢ magnifi-
cently adorned. Befides the public libraries,
there are many excellent ones which belong
to individuals ; fuch as that of Meflrs Maru-
€ELLI, and others, where ftrangers are re-
ceivéd with the utmoft politencfs. The He-
trurian feed of arts conftantly produces new
fruits -in Tuftany. Before we were out of
this fine dutchy, we had like to have perithed
at Poggibonzi,. The lightning dazzled the
poftilions ; ‘the hail, which cut the traces_of
the horfes, darkened our windows, obliged
us to keep them fhut, and even prevented us
from' feeing the precipice which we knew
to be on each fide of us; as it was impofiibla
for s ‘1o fop, for fear of going backwards,
A ' : ' ‘we

. .
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.we with the utmoft difficulty made our way
-forward againft the wind. I was afraid fo long,
that ac laft I feared no more, and my ideas
grew contufed : but the heads of our conduc-
tors, accuftomed to ftormy weather, were
never diiconcerted ; fo that they cafily extri-
€ated us out of our perplexity,

At length we arrived at Sienna, of which
city the Abbe FRANCHINT was then gover-
nor; who, after having refided twenty years
at Paris, as Minifter of the grand Duke, had
left that city twenty years ago. Our firt
interview was diverting enough.. Afier we
had reciprocally paid each other a few com-
pliments upon the little change in our appear-
ance fince our feparation, he eagerly enquired
after all our common acquaintances. A res
gard to truth laid me under the melancholy
neceflity of anfwering thus: the agreeable
Gentleman whom you formerly met cvery
where, is now confined to his chamber, and
almoft crippled with the gouts that Lady
who was once fo complaifantly attentive, is
deaf; the bel Efprit is now in Lis dotage ;
that Gentleman died of an apoplexy ; and that
promifing youth of the fmall pox ; that love-
ly nymph is now of a gigantic ftature, and
grown horrid ugly : fuch are the comfortable
topics of converfation which generally occus
to thofe, who meet after 2 long feparation
£'os levis, umbra fugax, bulla caduca fumus. I
order to banifh thefe melancholy truths fram
N 3 X our
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our thoughts, the Abbe accompanied .us. ta
fee the Caghedral. It may be. compared to
a gem of a prodigious fize. . ‘T'be decaratian,
which is coloured in black,.is-fo far from
difgufting, that it conftitutes its. whole.charm.
Boih the out and infide are iplaid with black
and white marble, the feveral pieces of which
are ranged in o vegular an order, that the
eye is delighted infiead of heing fatigued with
the fight.  We afcend ta it by broad marble
fteps, which extending fram the middle of
the fquare, reach the front and embellith -it.
The pavement of the church, upon which
fome parts of the Bible are fketched out, is
ap admirable picce of warkmanfhip with re.
‘gard to, the execution. Thelibrary of this
. theatre is. adorned with the travels of Pope
. Pius the Second, painted in frefco according
.to the admirable defigns of RapHAEL, and
fong-baoks embellithed with excellent mi-
niatures. 'The monks of the thirteenth and
fourteentd centurics diftinguifhed themfelves
by this fort of induftrious patience. At
prefent their lei{ure produces nothing that
can be of any fervice in this world ; we muft
" look forward to the next,.if we expeét to reap
any benefit from them. :
The {quare before the town-houfe of Sienna
is large, built with great uniformity, of a fi-
ure fomewhat circular, like an amphitheatre ;
o that a fountain of water which ftands in
the center may by overflowing it make roc;m
or
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«for a nasmachia. Do but think how much

1 want reft at night.  After having yefterday

. feen all 1 have been defcribing to you, fatigue

made me retire to my bed ; to day the Abbe,
who made fuch a figure at Paris twenty years
ago, invited-me to dine with him with the
once famous Semefins, who has long lived
in retirement, and who, though teventy-
years of age, has ftill a flrong, exprefiive
and flexible voice. He was fo obliging as to
give us a fpecimen of his remaining talents,
and even fung a chafon a bsire, which is un-
common in this country, where love is the
fubjeét of all their fongs. If he is not paid
for celebrating its rites, to make up for this,
‘his voice has procured him a very handfome
houfe, which he has built himfelf, and fur-
nifhed entirely in the Englifb tafte, with the
guineas without number which he brought
from London. 1 likewife afked to drink tea
with him after the Engli/b fathion. Heis per-
haps the only man on this fide the Alps, where
the ufe of tea is not in vogue, who could
give me any of the right fort, He isin the
{ecure pofleflion of a handfome income, and
a neat houfe upon his eftate ; but his fole heir
makes him mad ; there is always a fut to de-
ftroy human happinefs : the reafon affigned is
this. ¢ In times of yore, Pleafure, offspring
.of the Day and of Virtue, reigned in heaven.’
Pain, the offspring of the Night and Vicé,
was in pofleflion of hell. The middle region
- ' was
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was inhabited by creatures endowed partly
withgood,: partly.with bad .qualities.  Ju-
PITER, affe@ed by the precarious:fate ‘of
niortals,  feeing that fome were too much
perverted to'merit any. happinefs} and others
too deferving to- be expoled «to misfortunes,
gave orders that Pleafure ~and Pain:fhould
inhabit the earth. Asfoon asthefe children
of darknefs-and light arrived amongft us, one
_ in obedierice to the fupreme :command of
Jove, was.going to take the virtuous, thé
other the vicious; but upon examining. the
objeéls that offered, inftead of meeting with
beings. :that fell precifely undet one or the
ather denomination (fuchas they had formerly
feen in. their : refpective places of abode) they
did’ not ‘meet with a fingle mortal exempt
- from:a mixture of good-and evil ; and both,
of confequence, arrogated -an equal right to
every individual.  Therefore, to put an end
to.a lafting difpute, and aflert a mutual em-
pire-over all hearts, they entered into 2n in-
diffoluble alliance ; infomuch that Plea{ure is
conftantly preceded or followed by Pain ; and
Pain is always affwaged or caufed by Plea«
fore.” 1 find this to be true by experience;
Itook great pleafure in telling you this ftory,
and now I bave wrote fo long that I have’
got a head-ach. You are right in aferibing:

my' ill-ftate of health, in a great meafure,

to my over intenfe application of mind.. Al=

moft from wy. infancy 1 was defirous of.bes

coming
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‘coming learned, and equally fit for the duties
and diffipations of fociety : this is the way
never to be either the one or the other. The
world and ftady equally engrois the whole
foul; fcarcely were my powers equal to one
of them. You know better how to apply
yours, and give yourfelf up entirely to your
friends, who find an inexhauftible fund of
amufement in your happy turn of wit; my
ative mind gralps at a hundred obje&s- at
once, and foolifhly dreads a languid flate
more than fatigue or difeafe. ‘I am indolent
enough notwithftanding; in a word, I da
not know what to make of myfelf: but who
underftands his own nature? Two - perfons:
of the moft oppofite tempers are lefs at vari-
ance, than the two different wills that-diftract
us inwardly. Iam fo little able to reconcile
them, that the tea, of which I fpoke.to-you
awhile ago, reminds me that I never' bad:
refolution enough to lay afide the pernicious
- habit of taking it at leaft every morning. "It
would be in vain for me to abferve to my-
nephews how dangerous the flighteft bad ha=
bit is; the errors of the fathers, fays the
-wile FONTENELLE, are not of -the leaft: fer-;
vice to their pofterity. I fhall therefore add.
nothing further upon this fubje@, but go to,
take my repofe. We fhall foon fee StPETERs: -
at Rome, and many of your letters.;. judge:
of my impatience to arrive at that,metropolis.:

Enp oF Vor. L.
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I. Neatly printed in Two large Volumes Quarto,
Price 1} 11s. 6d. in Boards,
Infcribed, by Permiflion, to Sir Jobn Pringle, Bart.
F.R.S. Phyfician to Her MajesTY, &c. and

to Dr Fobn Fothergill, F.R.S.

ECTURES on the Materia Mebica :
Containing the Natural Hiftory of Drugs,
their Virtues and Dofes. With introdutory Ob-
{fervaticns on the Difcovery of Medicines, and the {
Manner of their Operation : An Inquiry into the
Caufes of many Errors concerning Simples; and
an Explication of their Claffes fecandum Vires.
Alfo Dire&ions for the Study of the Materia Me-
dica: And an Appendix on the Method .of Pre-
fcribing.  Pubivhed from the Manufeript of the
ate Dr Charles Alflon, Profeflor of Botany and the
- Materia Medica atEdinburgh. By Fobn Hepe, M. D.
Profeflor of Medicine and Botany at Edinburgh.
Printed for E. and C. DiLLy, in the Poultry ;
and A. Kixcaip and J. Bers, at Edinburgh,

II. Beautifully printed in Six Volumes O&tavo,
' Price 11. 115, 6d. in Boards,

Adorned with elegant Frostifpieces, defigned by
Wale, and cngraved by Grignion, Taylor, &c. &c.
PLUTARCHs LIVES.

Tranflated from the original Greek,
With Notes Critical and Hiftorical, and a new
Lire of Prurarca,
By JOHN LANGHORNE, D.D.

AND

WILLIAM LANGHORNE, A M.
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« Neatly printed in One Volame Duodecimo,

Pr. 38 Bound, Recommended by feveral eminent
Gardeners now in Pratice near the City of London ;
The PracTicaL GARDENER, and Gentleman’s
Direory for every Month in the Year. Adapted
to the New Stile. An entire new Work. Containing
the lateft and molt approved Methods of cultivating
and improving the Kicchen, Flower, Fruit, and
Phyfic Garden; and for Managing the Vineyard
and Pine-apple, the Nurfery, Shrubbery, Green-
houfe, and Hothoufe. With proper Dire&ions for
Raifing Mufhrooms. To which is prefixed, An
Effay upon Vegetation, Soil, Manure, and the Na-

ture and Form of Stoves, Hot-beds, &c. Witha

Copper-plate, exhibiting at One Viéw the feveral
Afpetis for Planting a Fruit-Garden.
By JAMES GARTON.

To Gentlemen and Ladies, awbo delight in Gardening.

We the underwritten having been regularly bred
to the feveral Branches of Gardening, and pra&tifed
that Art for many Years; and finding, upon mature
Confideration, that the Book intitled T4e Practical
Gardener is compofed upoa fich Principles and Ex-
perience, as, we apprehend, will enable the Cu-
rious, either inthe Flower Garden, the Kitchen or
Fruit Garden, orin the Management of the Shrub-
bery, Greenhoufe, Hothoufe, Vineyard, &c. to
make themfelves fufficient Mafters of any of thefe
Branches ; do, inJufice to the Author's great Abi-
lities, and for public Benefit, recommend this Book
of Gardening to your particular Regard and At-
tention ; as witnefs our Hands, '

Tbo.Hatbaway, Head G ardener at the Charterhoufe.
Fobu Foes, late Gardener to Frafer Honywood, Efg;
William White, Nurtery Gardener, at Mile End.
Fames King, at the Mulberry-tree, Bromley.
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