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INTRODUCTION.

——D @+ (+ & Cmm———

AVING witnefled the firft entrance
of the French into Italy, refided in
Tufcziny when they feized Leghorn and
cndeavoured to revolutionize Florence, and
having been at Rome in March 1 797, when
they threatened to overthrow the papal Go-
vernment, and in February 1798, when that
thrcat was realized, I am tempted to give
fuch a fhort account of thefe tranfattions as
Perfons on the fpot only arc capable of de-
tailing.

I thall likewife point cut the Archite@ure,
Paintings, and Sculpturc, which ftill embel-
lith Italy; left Perfons difpofed to vifit that
Country thould bc led, by common report,
to conclude that all her choiceft works of

A2 genius
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genius are deftroyed, or removed to Paris,
The tempera, or, (as they are more ufually
denominated) frefco-paintings, of Pifa, Flo-
rence, gnd Rome, ftill remain uninjured ;
and a confiderable number of Statues, Ri-
lievi, and even Paintings in oil, have hitherto
clcaped thc ravages of War; while the ele-
gant Buildings of Tufcany, the remains of
ancient Rome, the Antiquities and Natural
Curiofities in the environs of Naples, the
Mafter-Pieces which yet adorn Bologna,
and the majeftic Edifices of Venice, ftill
render Italy a moft interefting and ufeful
fchool of Art. With regard to the danger
of refiding there at prefent, I am happy ta
fay, my letters recently received from Tuf-
cany reprefent that Country to be more
loyal, more tranquil, and mere eligible as an
abode for Forcigners than any other part of
the Continent; and, judging from my own
experience, J am ftrongly inclined to belicve,

that
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&ati?,ngliﬂ) Families travelling for health
may, at this moment, refide in any City
of Italy with as little rifk of inconvenience
attributable to war, as they could before
the invafion of BUONAPARTE.*

1 am likewife encouraged by a hope of
being ferviceable to thofe of my Country-
men, who, in confequence of “pulmonary
complaints, are compelled to exchange their
native foil for the renovating fun of Italy,
to infert a few obfervations (relative to
health), the refult of feven years experience,
during which period my time and thoughts
were chiefly occupied by endeavours to mi-
tigate the fufferings of thofc moft dear to
me.

* From a letter, dated O&ober 16, 1599, and writ- .
tenby Mr. PARTRIDGE, one of the longeft eftablifh-
ed and moft refpectable Merchants at Leghorn, it ap-
pears, that Tufcany, when he wrote, was perfeétly
tranquil, and quite uninjured by the late revolutions,
fo far as affe@s the comfort of Travellers: provifions,
too, were plentiful, and very little enhanced in price

A3 I pre
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I prefume not to imaginc myfelf correct
in every thing which I have advanced.
The occupation of a Nurfe has often pre-
vented me from obtaining accurate know-
ledge on points worthy of minute invefti-
gation. Neverthelefs, gencral outlines will
fometimes convey tolerably juft ideas of
a country, cven though the piturc be not
thaded by a Mafter’s hand ; hence, I truft,
that the little knowledge I have been able
to colle& may fo far inform Travellers, as ta
guard them againft thofe ferious inconve-
niences which too generally retard, and not
unfrequently prevent, the rccovery of cons
fumptive Perfons.

I'have alfo given, in the APPENDIX, fome
particulars relative to Expences upon the
Continent, that Familics, induced by mo-
tives of prudencc to refide in Countries
where the clegancies of life may be com-
manded by a fortune barely adequate to fur-

nith neceffaries in their own, may not have
the
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the mortification of finding.their plans de-
feated by the extravagance of a Counikg,
or, by the impofitions frequently practifed
upon Strangers.

In my account of the Cities of Italy I
have mentioned, in notes, thofc Statues,
Paintings, &c. which I believe to have been
either feized by the French, or fold by their
lawful Poffeflors;* and at the fame time have
given in the body of my Work, fuch a de-
fcription of every remaining Object worthy of
notice, as will, I hope, in fome meafure fup-
ply to Travellers the lofs of thofe Anti-
quarians, whom war may have conftrained

to abandon their profeffion.

* Though I have mentioned, in notes, the ftatues
and oil-paintings of the Florentine-Gallery and Pa-
lazzo Pitti, Ilately heard that all the treafures of the
former remain unmutilated, and that many piGures
which adorned the latter have been retaken from the
French and reftored to the Grand-Duke.

A4 In



In confequence of the Author’s diftance from the prefs, fome ins
accuracies have taken place, which will require the correétion
the Reader ; it has not been thought neceffary to note fome others
of lefs conlequence.

ERRATA.

Page 11 line g, for goétres read goitres.
24 — 6, for Frangaife vead Frangaise
42 — 12, before one infert only.
§0 — 14, for it’s always read its.
§1 — 18, for facinated read fafcinated.
§6 — 17, for Direflory read Conventions
- 68 — 1, after fortreffes infert of.
. 73 — 1, for Coxmona read Cremona.
182 — 12, for Libecis read Libecio.
. 18§ — 12, for Matheo read Matteo.
218 — 5, for fo reprefent vead reprefents.
243 — 11, for be read fbe.
254 = 2, for for read of.
258 — in line 15 of note, for goods read godi,
265 — 4, for Mufes read Mufeo.
274 — 1§, after wallsadd are.
237 — 1, for pilure of a vead @ piliure of.
304 — 1, for bad read has,
340 — 12, for dz read di.
344 — 10, for feenes rcad feene.

Juft publithed,
BY THE SAME AUTHOR,

Price 2s.

THE TOURNAMENT,

A TRAGEDY;

Imitated from the German Drama, entitled AGNES
BERNAUER, which was written by a Nobleman
of high Rank, and founded on a Faét that occwred
in Bavaria sbout the Yecar 1485. .
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LETTERS FROM ITALY,

BETWEER

THE YEARS 17902 AND 1708,

etntD § P G

LETTER 1

Nice, September 1702. -

S you with for a defcription of that
. chain of Alps which feems defign-
ed by Naturc to prote&t Italy from the
invafions of her Gallic neighbours, I will
~ fend you a fhort account of our late excur-
fion oyer thefe mountains to Geneva.

We undertook this journey during the
end of May, giving for fix horfes which
drew our Englith coach, and a faddle-horfe
for our courier, 28 louis-d’ors from Nice to
Turin; and bearing our own expenfes at

inns, which amounted to a couple of crowns

Vor. L. B a day
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a day for dinner, and three for fupper and
beds: we were four in number, befides our
courier, who found himf{elf.

After driving about five miles on the
banks of the river Paglion, we began to
afcend the mountain of Scarena, by a road
cut out of rocks, and rendered, by means
of vaft and almoft innumerable arches, as
fmooth and fafe as the turnpikes of England :
walls are built on the fides of every preci-
pice, fo that this road refembles one conti-
nued bridge carried from rock to rock. After
afcending for nearly three hours, we reached
the village of Scarena, which contains a com-
fortable inn; here we dined, and then pro-
eccded to Sofpello. After winding for two
hours and a half up a mountain compofed
of red, grey, and white marble, the road
fuch as above-defcribed, only that it is cut
in a zig-zag, and fometimes the turns are
fharp, we reached the fummit, which pre-
fented us with a view of Sofpello lying at

our
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our feet, and not half a mile diftant as the
crow flies, yet, fo high was the Alp we
were upon, that we had nine miles to go
ere we could reach Sofpello. This village is
built on the banks of the Paglion, and fur-
rounded with Alps; here are two tolerable
inns, at one of which we flept, and next
moming proceeded up the mountain of
Sofpello, which is higher than Scarena ; we,
therefore, found the road more wonderful
than on the preceding day, winding through
immenfe rocks of marble, part of which
were blown up with gunpowder in order
to make room for carriages to pafs. Near
Sofpello ftands an ancient Roman caftle;
but, what feems extraordinary, the old Ro-
man road over thefe Maritime-Alps is no
-where difcoverable.  After afcending for
above three hours we reached the fummit
of the mountain, and then defcended in one
hour to La Chiandola, a romantic village

fituated at the brink of 3 thundering torrent,
B2 and
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and adorned by cafcades gufhing from jag-
ged rocks, fome thoufand feet high; we
dined at La Chiandola, where the inn is to-
lerably good, and then proceeded to Tende.
To defcribe the road between this town and
La Chiandola is impoffible, neither do I
think it in the power of imagination to pic-
turc fuch fcenery as we beheld. Al I can
fay is, that we afcended gradually by the fide
of a magnificent torrent, which by ruthing
impetuoufly over immenfe blocks of mar-
ble, forms itfclf into an endlefs variety of caf~
cades; while the ftupendous rocks through
which this road is pierced, from their im-
menfe height, grotefque thapes, and verdant
clothing, added to the. beautiful waterfalls
with which they are dccorated, prefent the
moft awfully magnificent grotto that the maf-
terly hand of nature ever formed. Through
this grotto we travelled for a confiderable
number of miles between mountains whofe
fummits the eye cannot reach, when fud..

denly



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. 5

denly we beheld fufpended in the air, (for
fuch really was it’s appearance,) a large for-
tified caftle ; and foon afterwards, on turning
a point, we difcovered the town of Saor-
gio, built in the form of an amphithcatre,
and apparently hanging between carth and
heaven; while the lower part of the rocks
cxhibited fuch ftately woods of cheftnut-
trees as, to Englifh travellers, appear equally
beautiful and extraordinary :* after this, we
were continually prefcntc\l with convents,
hermitages, remains of caftles, and.old Ro-
man caufeys, till our arrival at Tende, which
is fituated under an immenfc Alp of the
fame name, computed to be 8000 fect high,
and over the fummit of which lies the road.
Tende is a difmal looking town, refembling
what Poctry would picture as the world’s
end; for the lofty mountain behind it fecms

to fay; ¢ Thou fhalt procced no farther.”

* The Fortrefs of Saorgio entirely commands the
juft-defcribed pafs.

B3 The
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The inn here 1s a crazy hovel, containing
fcarcely one whole window, and no fitting-
room, except that which ferves in commc;n
for Poftillicns, Porters, Gentlemen, poultry,
and hogs: here, however, we were com-
pelled to fleep ; and no fooner had we alight-
ed from our carriage, than the Direfor of
the Mountain, and the Commandant of the
Town, both came to us, defiring we would
pafs the Col-de-Tende early next morning,
becaufe, at mid-day there generally rifes a
wind very inconvenient to Travellers; ac-
cordingly, at eight o’clock we fet out, after
having endeavoured to guard ourfelves from
cold by fur caps, warm great-coats, and
half-boots liﬁcd with hare-fkin. One of
our party being an Invalid, was carried by
eight porters in a clofe chair, (the only one
upon the ftation, and given to the Dire&or
by the Dutchefs Dowager of ANCASTER})
this chair, however, has no bottom, a very
unpleafant circumftance, as when the Por-

ters
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ters reft themfelves, the Traveller is fet down
upon: the fnow; but this inconvenience
cannot eafily be avoided, for, were the chairs
made with bottoms, they would be too
heavy for the Porters, and therefore dan-
gerous in fudden gufts of wind. The reft
of our party went upon mules, or in open
chairs, each chair being carried by fix Men ;
while our coach was drawn empty over the
mountain by the Voiturin’s horfes, and our
baggage carried upon mules. We were
three hours and a quarter in afcending the
Col-de-Tende, and one hour and three
quarters in defcending. The path- through
which we were conducted was fteep, but
fafe, and fhorter than the coach-road; the
profpects are picturefque and embellithed
with bold cafcades. When we had pro-
ceeded about three parts up the mountain it
became very cold, and, at this time, we per-
ceived, by the fog, that we were pufling the
clouds, which on reaching the fummit, we

B4 found
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found ourfelves confiderably above; and,
here, the cold was fcarcely fupportable. The
top of this vaft mountain exhibits a barren
rock, from whence we defcried Alps ftill
more lofty, and, at our feet, the village of
Limoni, fituated in a fruitful valley, through
which rufhes a torrent formed by fnow from
the Col. As our coach was eight hours in
-paffing this Alp, we were obliged to fleep at
Limoni, where there is, however, a tolerable
inn.

The juft-defcribed road was made at the
expence of the prefent King of Sardinia,
and completed in feventeen years; it was
opened in 1785, and may certainly vie with,
if it does not furpafs any ancient Roman
road in point of magnificence.

From Limoni we fet out at fix in the
morning, and drove through a narrow, rough
road, ncar the bed of a torrent, till, on ap-
proaching Coni, we entered a luxuriant

plain, furrounded by which ftands the laft-

ramcd
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named Town, whofe fortifications are fo
ftrong that like Saorgio it is deemed impreg-
nable. After dining at Coni we proceeded
to Savigliano, and were much ftruck with
the change of country; rich and tame cul-
tivation fucceeding to the fublime and beau-
tiful wildnefs of the Alps; on one fide,
however, we ftill difcovered Gotho and St.
Bernard, rifing majeftically above the clouds.

We flept at Saviglano, rather a large
Town, where the inn is tolerably good. Next
morning we proceeded to Carignano, through
one of the richeft countries I ever faw; and,
after dinner, drove on to TuriN. This City
1s approached by four noble roads, fhaded
with double rows of ftately trees, while the
furrounding hills are covered with handfome
edifices, and the plain loaded with mulber-
ries, vines, and corn. The fortifications are
very ftrong, and the City itfelf clean and
clegant. The Strada-del-Po, the great Pi-
azza, and the regal Palace, particularly de-

ferve
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ferve attention; as do the Univerfity, the
Library, and the great Theatre, which is
one of the fineft in Europe. There are fe-
veral inns at Turin, but 7 Auberge royale is
decmed the beft.

From hence to Geneva we proceeded ex
woiturier, paying for the fame number of
horfes as before, 43 louis-d’ors, the buona-
mano, the paffage of Mount-Cenis, and ex-
penfes at inns inclufive.

Our firft {tage was St. Ambrogio, a little
village, the road to which i1s tolerably good;
the country, for the firft few miles, rich but
tame ; afterwards woody and mountainous ;
we obferved two or three old fortrefles on
the heights, and pafled through an uninha-
bited Town nearly buricd by fallen rocks,
The inn at St. Ambrogio 1s bad : after din-
ing here, we proceeded to Novaleja, our
road lying for'fome miles through the dry
bed of a torrent, where all the ftoncs and
fand refembled filver: after this, we came

to
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-to Sufa, a large Town built on the fummit
of a fmall Alp, and defended by the famous
Fortrefs of La Brunetta, which 1s deemed
impregnable : from hence to Novalefa we
were immured between mountains fo high
that the fun feemed to fet at fix in the even-
ing, though it was the middle of June; and
here we obferved more Perfons afﬁi&cd with
the goétres, at leaft the diforder appeared
morc' violent than in other vallicsl of the
Alps; indeed one poor Wretch, who came
to folicit charity, feemed fcarcely able to ar-
ticulate a fingle word, fo dreadfully fwelled
was his throat—we afked the Natives to
what caufe they attributed this complaint,
and were told, that it originated from the
chill the throat continually receives in con-
fequence of the exceflive coldnefs of the wa-
ter, which is, generally fpeaking, the only
beverage thefe poor People can command ;
for moft wretched is the fituation of the
mountaineer-Peafantry, infomuch that they

can



12 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

can neither purchafe clothes fufficient to de-
fend them from the rigours of their climate,
nor any fuftenance except bread and the fith
of the lakes and torrents; nay, even falt,
the only cordial within their reach, cannot
be univerfally attained, on account of the
heavy tax his Sardinian Majefty has lain
upon it. We found great difficulty in dif-
cerning the tops of any of the mountains
between Suza and Novalefa, though fome-
times, indeed, a piece of fnow, which we
gucfled to be the fummit of an Alp, ap-
peared hanging as it werc in the fky; but
the clouds always refted upon, and eclipfed,
the middle part. When we came within
view of Cenis, which rifes dire&®ly over No-
valcfa, we felt a little queer at the thought
of pafling it; however, as there was no
alternative but that of returning over the
Col-de-Tende, a ftill more formidable Alp,
we were conftrained to reconcile ourfelves
to our fate. Novalefa contains two tole-

rably
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rably good inns, and no fooner had we
reached one of them than the Cenis-Por-
ters came to enquire, how many mules and
Men we fhould want for the paflage of the
mountain, and likewife to take our coach
to pieces that it might be placed on the
backs of mules: the Diretor then followed
to afk at what hour in the morning we de-
figned to continue our journey; and, wifh-
ing to pafs the top of the mountain about
noon, we appointed nine o’clock. We were
next accofted by a troop of Muleteers, who
enquired at what hour the baggage was to
fet out, and upon my anfwering, ¢ At five
oclock ;" they replied, That, as the next
day was Sunday, I muft pay a Pricft for fay-
ing mafs to them at four, or they would not
go at five ; this was agreed to; and I now,
in the way to my bed-room, crofled the hall
of the inn, where 1 beheld about twenty
People employed in dividing the body of
our coach from the carriage, taking off every

wheel,
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wheel, pulling out every fcrew, and fepas
rating the perch into four pieces; while our
Courier was lifting up his hands and eyes,
and predi@ing that at leaft half the fmall
things would be loft. Next morning the
fun fthone upon us, (a moft defirable cir-
cumftance to Perfons who fcale the Alps,)
and at our appointed time we fallied forth.
The paflfage over Cenis is rendered conve-
nient by means of fedan-chairs, clofe and
warm like thofe ufed in England; each
being carried either by fix or eight Porters,
according to the weight of the Perfon
within-fide: there likewife are open chairs,
each being carried by four Porters; and Tra-
vellers who choofe to ride, may be provided
with fafe mules. The foot of the mountain
is covered with pafturages, watered by caf-
cades, and adorned with woods of firs,
larches, and cheftnuts; the path for the
chairs and mules is cut in a zig-zag form,
and, though very fteep, cannot be called

dangerous.
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dangerous. After afcending about half a
mile we were prefented with a fine view of
Roche-Melon, one of the loftieft of the
great Alps, and, towards the top, a perfect
glacier, though, on it’s fummit, is a chapel,
where, on the 5th of Auguft a féfe is annu-
ally celebrated, to attend which the People
{cale this terrific mountain by means of iron
fpikes fixed in their fhoes. After afcending
about five miles we came to a fmall village
where the Inhabitants looked unhealthy,
and here it began to grow cold; we now
pafled a cafcade, whofe waters fall from
fuch a height that the vapour rfing from
them wets nearly as much as a fthower .
of rain; and, contiguous to this cafcade, is
a long covered way, through which Travel-
lers are conducted during winter. After
afcending about feven miles, we entered the
valley of St. Nicholas, which divides Pied-
mont from Savoy; and here, we beheld an-

other and a more beautiful cafcade, formed

by
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by an immenfc Lake on the top of Cenis,
and rufhing impetuoufly into Lake Minor,
which embellithes the juft-named valley.
After afcending about nine miles, we reach-
ed a plain, on what is called the fummit of
the mountain, though above this plain rife
rocks three thoufand feet high; Travellers,
however, do not pafs over them. We had
now gained a height of between fix and
feven thoufand fect, and found ourfelves in
a thick, wet fog, through which we could
fcarcely diftinguifh the Lake, a noble fheet
of water, faild to be unfathomable, and
containing the fineft trout in the world.
There is an inn upon the plain, and likewife
a Convent, or Hermitage, named /7’ Hopital,
which receives Travellers ; we ftopped at the
latter, where we found a dinner, confifting,
of every catable the mountain produces,
provided for us, and, what was better ftill in
fo cold a fituation, good wine, the produce

of the mountain likewife, and a large fire,
' The
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The Dutchefs Dowager of A% % #* %%,
{whofe univerfal benevolence adds dignity
to her high rank), knowing how great an
Invalid one of my Family is, and having in
her fuite a fkilful Englith Phyfician, gave us
the comfort of being able to confult him in
cafe of neceffity, by permitting us to ac-
company her from Turin to Geneva; our
two Families united, therefore, (reckoning
the Porters and Guides attending upon each),
amounted to fifty-four Perfons who ftopped
at [Hopital; and yet, notwithftanding the
macceffible fituation of this Hermitage, our
dinner was as good, plentiful, and cven ele-
gant, as it could pofiibly have been in a po-
pulous City. With the defert came Chil-
dren, who brought falvers filled with all the
different flowers that enamel Cenis; and
after making a prefent to them, and the hof-
pitable Monks of the Hermitage, we con-
_tinued our journey, mounting for a thort
time and then defcending rapidly, till we
Vor. L C reached
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reached Lanflcbourg. This fide of Cenis s,

lefs beautiful than the other, as it fcarcely
exhibits any thing but amphitheatres of wood,
yet, taking the whole together, there is not
perhaps in the world a fcene more aftonith-
ing or morc truly fublime than the paflage
of this Alp, which is fuppofed to have been
opened by Pormrey. From Novalefa to
I Hopital we computed the diftance to be
necar nine miles, and we were three hours in
going ; from /[ Hopital to Lanflebourg about
fix miles, and we werc two hours in going.
On our arrival at Lanflcbourg we had the
pleafure of finding our ceach remounted,
with all the baggage put on;.and, to the
amazcement of our Courier, not fo much as ~
a fingle fcrew was miffing. The laft-named
village contains two bad inns, at one of
which neceflity obliged us to fleep; and
while fupper was preparing we went to fee
the proceflion of the Féte de Dien, which,
to our furprize, was really magniﬁécnt cven

in
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in this wild country. Next morning we
drove to Modane, through a hilly, narrow,
rough road, generally lying near the bed of a
torrent, and furrounded with piGurefque
fcencry.  After dining at Modane, we pro-
ceeded to St. Jean de Maurienne, one of the
largeﬂ:‘ towns in Savoy, and encircled by
Alps apparently higher than Cenis. The
road, which runs through a narrow plain, is
tolerably good, and the inn at which we
flept fcal]y comfortable, though we were
. attended by a Girl who poffefled neither
fhoes nor ftockings, and who told us the po-
verty of the country was fo great that even
the commoneft fruits were unattainable.
Next day we dined at La Chambre, where
the inn is tolerable, and then proceeded to
Aigucbelle, a large and plcafantly fituated
village where the mountains begin to leffen,
and where we flept at a good inn.  Our next
ftage was Montmelian, and here the fterility
of the country fo far decreafes that the Na-

Coeo tives
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tives are able to raife grapes, which produce
excellent wine. After dining at an indif-
ferent inn, we procecded to Aix-les-Bains,
paffing through Chambéry, the capital of
Savoy, beautifully fituated in a luxuriant val-
ley bordered with Alps, and faid to contain
between feven and eight thoufand People.
The waters of Aix are much eftcemed in
Savoy, and the inn is a tolerably good one.
Next day we proceeded through Rumilly to
Frﬁngy, where there are two good inns, and
then drove to GENEVA, or rather to Séche-
ron, where Tur. HoTEL D’ANGLETERRE is
moft excellent. Geneva, faid to contain
near thirty thoufand Inhabitants, is delight-~
tully fituated on the banks of an immenfe
Lake, and poflefles environs peculiarly rich
and charming, efpecially to Perfons who
have juft pafled the barren mountains of
Savoy. The whole road from St. Jean de
Mauricnne hither may be called good.
During our refidence at Secheron we took

a drive
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a drive to fee Voltaire’s Villa at ‘Fcrncy,
with an account of which I fhall clofe my
letter. This houfe, fince the death of its
Owner, has had many Mafters ; but they all
have deemed it facrilege to alter any thing,
and, confcquently, the rooms are furnithed
juft the fame as when he died. The firft
thing which caught my eyes on entering the
hall, was a large pi&ture, compofed by Voltaire
himfelf, and executed by a wretched Artift
whom he met with at Ferney : that Voltaire
was the vaineft of Men I have always heard,
but that any Man could have the overween-
ing vanity to compofe fuch a picture of him-
felf is fcarcely credible. In the fore-ground
. ftands this cclebrated Philofopher, holding
The Henriade, which hc 1s prefenting to
Apollo; who has juft defcended from Olym-
pus in order to reccive it—in the back-ground
is the Temple of Mcmory, towards which

flies Fame, at the fame time pointing to
Cs The
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The Henriade—the Mufes and Graces are
furrounding Voltaire, but the latter feem in
the act of carrying his buft to the Temple
of Memory—the Heroes and Heroines of
The Henriade are ftanding aftonifhed at his
wonderful talents; the Authors and Au-
thorefles who wrote againft him are falling
into the infernal regions, which gape to re-
ceive them and their works; while Envy
and her Imps are expiring at his feet—the
Family of Calas, likewife, is exhibited in
this pi¢ture. From the hall we entered a
handfome faloon, ornamented with a defign.
in china for the tomb of a Lady fuppofed to
have died in child-birth, but who was, in
fact, buried alive : it reprefents the Lady and
her Child burfting through the tomb, which
1s broken by the Artift in fo natural a man-
ner that onc is ready to .exclaim; ¢ What
a pity it is that this beautiful monument has
met with an accident.” In Voltaire’s bed-

room
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room are portraits of his Friends, and the
vafc wherein his heart was placed before it's
removal to Paris; this monument is of black-
marble, plain but neat, and immediately un-
der that part which contained the heart is
written;  Mon efprit ¢f! partout, et mon caur
eff ici:” and over the heart is written in
French, (I forget the precife words), ¢« My
manes are at pcace, becaufe my heart 1s with
vou;” alluding, I perfume, to the furround-
‘ing portraits, namely, thofc of Frederic the
Great of Pruffia, and Lequain the Player,
the late Emprefs of Ruflia and Madame
Dillon Cramer: Voltaire himfclf is in the
centre, and in various parts of the room are
Newton, Milton, and feveral other great
Men, both Englifh and French.  Lequain’s
name reminds mc of a famous French pun
which I cannot refift mentioning, as it
pleafed me very much. ¢ Une Dame An-

glaife difoit un jour, que le Thiéatre F/:an;ais
' C4 avoit
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avoit beaucoup perdu en perdant le célebre Le-
quain. Mais, dit un Frangais, qui fé trouvoit
dans cctte compagnie, nous avons encore parmi
nous lefprit, et le merite de Lequain. Com-
ment cela @ repliqua T Anglaife.  Clefl, reprit
le Frangaife, que Lcequain, avant de traverfer.
Je flewve, a quitté fes talens fur la rive.”

LETTER
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LETTER IL

Nice, October 1792.

OU will think us very unfortunate in
having juft reached Nice to fee it cap-

tured ; and you will, no doubt, be anxious to

learn Particulars.

During our refidence in Switzerland we
heard rumours of an approaching war be-
tween France and his Sardinian Majefty ;

and as many of the Emigrants who reforted

laft winter to Nice were in fact Republicans
fent to diffeminate revolutionary principles
among the People, we dreaded the event of
fuch a war; efpecially as we had recently
~-witnefled the haifcry of Savoy under the
exifting government, and too well knew the
fpecious offers made by France to every Na-
tion who complained cither of real or ima-
ginary grievances. Wec had likewife been
- told,
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told, that the Sovereign of Sardinia, though
good and amiable, was mifled by prieftcraft,
and frequently betrayed by thofe in whom
he confided; however, as we had feen the
natural fortifications of Piedmont and Savoy
(defcribed in my laft letter), together with
thofe fortrefles o placed by human wifdom
as to make it fecm impofiible for any hoftile
Army to penetrate through this paffage of
the Alps; and as we alfo knew that Nice
was garrifoned by 7000 Piedmontefe Troops,
and divided from France by a torrent called
the Var, always terrific and frgqucntly im-
paflable, we ventured to fet out on our re-
turn to this City, taking the precaution ta
requeft, that the Britith Conful of Nice
would lodge a letter for us at Turin, men-
tioning whether we might or might not
- proceed in fafety.
Having lcarnt from expcrience how tedi-
ous and cxpenfive it is to travel en wvoiturier
through Picdmont and Savoy, we now de-

termined
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termined to go poft to Turin, and therefore
fent a Meflenger from Geneva to Carouge,
(the firft Town in Savoy), requefting the
Commandant of that place to grant us a
bolletonne for four draught-horfes and one fad-
dle-horfe at every poft; he irrimcdiatcly com-
plied with our requeft, defiring us to get the
order renewed at Chambéry ; and by means
of this bolletonne we never paid for above foqr .
draught-horfes, even when the Poft-Mafters

found it requifitc to put on fix: and by
fending our Couricer forward from Bramens
to Lanflebourg with a letter to the Dirc&tor
of Cenis, acquainting him with the number
of our party, and the fize of our carriage,
we found, on our arrival at the laft-named
town, chairs, mules and Porters all rcady, fo
that without ten minutes’ delay we began
to afcend the mountain, reaching Taver-
nettes (the Cenis poft-houfc) in a couple of
hours ; here, we ftopped to warm ourfelves

and takc rcfrethment; then proceeding in

two
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two hours and a half to Novalefa, where our
coach and baggage arrived in a couple of
hours afterwards. The road over Cenis was
at this time fo good, that although the body
of our carriage was difmounted and fufpend-
ed between two porter-mules, the wheels
were drawn over in the common way with-
out fuftaining any injury. The paffage of
the mountain coft us 184 Piedmontefe livres,
befides a trifling buona-mano to the Porters,
making in all near ten pounds fterling: and
the whole of our expenfc going poft amount-
ed to onc-third lefs than when we went en
voituricr, befides which we travelled with
much more convenience.

As T paficd Cenis in an open-chair I con-
verfed a goud deal with my Porters: thefe
Men are, gencrally fpeaking, inieiligent, and
but three months fince, entertained us with
rcpeating  Marmontel's Tales, and other
ftories almott equally amufing, though now,
their only theme was politics, tending to

commend
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commend French government at the ex-
penfe of their own; and when I alighted at
Tavernettes, (which ftands ncarly on the
top of Cenis,) I was eagerly queftioned by
the Miftrefs of the houfe refpeéting the
movements of the republican Armies, and at
the fame time told, ¢ That Savoy would
foon be free.” All this alarmed us; and,
on our arrival at Turin, we had the mortifi-
cation of learning, that the lctter we expedt-
ed from the Britith Conful at Nice was, by
miftake, forwarded into Switzerland: how-
ever, as it appeared from his advices to our
Minifter at Turin, that he thought Nice per-
fe@ly fafe, both on account of it’s interior
force and local fituation, we agreed with a
Voiturin to take us thither, fearing it might
be difficult to procure a fufficient number of
poft-horfes beyond Tende ; and to this Voi-
turin we gave 15 louis-d’ors, buona-mano not
inclufive ; we bearing our own expenfes at
jnns, and he paying the paffage of the Col-

de-
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de-Tende, which coft him nothing but ex-
tra horfes up the mountain, the road being
at this time fo good, that we found it need-
Iefs either to unload the carriage or go in
chairs ourfelves.

We arrived at Nice the 22d of Septem-
ber ; but finding almoft every lodging-houfe
without the walls occupied by Piedmontefe-
Soldiers, a camp formed on the banks of the
Var, new batteries ere¢ted and ercéting, and
an appearance of fmothered apprehenfion
about many of the People, we began to
think of hiring a felucca and going to Ge-
noa; however, we were aflured; ¢ There
could be no danger in ftaying to recover
from the fatigue of our late journey, that
there were not 500 effective troops in all the
fouthern provinces of France, that by land
‘Nice was fecurely guarded, and that even if
an attack were made by fea, we might eafily
efcapc long before a landing could take

place.”

Thus
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Thus lulled into a ftate of fancied fecu-.
rity, we refolved to wait the event of a few
days at an kotel within the City-walls; and
on Sunday the 23d nothing occurred to make
us repent this refolution ; but, on the 24th,
I remarked that the Jews were going away,
and many other Pcople, particularly the
French Emigrants, packing up. On the
25th the Bismor or Nick, (one of the
moft amiable and refpectable of Men,) called
to tell us, ¢ That, by the fignals, a large
flect was in fight, and he hoped it might
prove the Ruffians coming to defend us:"—
but this hope was fallacious; for, on the
26th, many thips approached near enough
to thew that they were French; though an
opinion prevailed of their not being in a
condition to attack Nice: neverthelefs, on
the 27th, an univerfal panic feized all ranks-
of people, occafioned chiefly, however, by a
proclamation ifflued by Government, oblig-
ing every perfon who poflefled either horfes

or
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or mules to relinquith them for the King’s
fervice. Thus all hopes of efcaping by land
were blafted; and, on the morning of the
28th, the firft object which ftruck our eyes
was the French flcet, confifting of about
fixteen fail of the line, and ftanding off and
on near the port. I immediately went to
the quay, with an intention of hiring an
Englifh Merchantman (our nation being at
peace with France,) and getting my Family
and Friends embarked before the City was
bombarded, a circumftance which we hourly
expeéted to take place: but no Englith vef-
fel could I find ready for fea, though I en-
gaged one to convey us to Genoa the mo-
ment her Captain could procure ballaft; for,
in a Niffard-felucca we durft not venture,
left the thould have been funk by the ene-
my. On coming back from the port 1
learnt, to my extreme furprize, that the
King of Sardinia had that moment fent an
cxprefs from Turin, ordering all his Troops

to
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to withdraw as faft as pofiible, and -abandon
Nice: from what motive fuch a2 command
could have originated it was impofiible to
guefs, but the confternation it produced
among the People beggars all defcription ;
and too juft was their caufe for alarm, as the
Sardinian government had not only received
and fheltered at Nice fome thoufands of the
moft obnoxious French Loyalifts, but like-
wifc banifhed or imprifoned many of the
Republicans, confequently, there was great
rcafon to dread revenge. For three or four
hours, an awful interval of time, Nice
waited in filent expectation of her fate,
while the French Emigrants fled on foot
over the Alps, the Piedmontefc and Niffard
Nobility either followed this cxample, or
employed themfelves in burying their pro-
perty, and the Sardinian Troops coolly
marched away, headed by the Commandant,
and accompanicd by every other military

Vor.l. D Officer,
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Officer, onc cxcepted :* and when I returned
to our Hotel, 1 lcarnt, that fome Ofhcers
quartercd there had been packing up on the
preceding night, though the order for eva-
cuating Nice did not arrive till morning.
The French fleet gradually advanced, and
at length formed itfelf into a line before the
harbour, at the fame time fending off a boat
with a flag of truce; and repeatedly did the
Perfons in this boat demand a parley before
the terrified Niffards made any proper an-
fwer; at laft, however, a boat was dif-
pétchcd from the quay with the colours of
the Town, upon which the French Meflen-
gers proceeded to fhore, and required the im-
mediate emancipation of their Conful, who
had recently been arrefted by the Sardinian
government : and the few civil Magiftrates

remaining at Nice (for moft of thefc Gen-

* The Chevalier de SaLvGG10, Covernor of Mont-
Albzno.

tlemen
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tlemen had fled) not only complicd with
this requet, but, at the fame time, refigned
their City into the hands of France, cven
before fuch a furrender had been demanded.

An account of this event was inftantly
difpatched to Antibes; while the French
Conful went in triumph to the flect; and
another interval of fome hours took placc cre
wc knew what to expe&t from our Con-
querors. Meantime the Galley-Slaves, now
left unguarded, ftruck off each others’ fet-
ters, and became the dread of the whole City,
infomuch that the arrival of French Troops
was anticipated asa blefling ; towards night,
however, 4 few Republican Officers came
from Antibes to fay, < That as the furren-
der of Nice was unlooked for on their part,
their Army could not be collected to march
in till the next evening ;" and no fooner had
this been fignified than the Chevalier de Sa-
LuGaIo called upon us to defire, that our
doors might be barricaded, and our Family

D2 prepared,
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prepared for flight, as ftrong apprehenfions
were entertainced left the Galley-Slaves fhould
plunder the City, and mutder many of it's
Inhabitants. This worthy Man added,
¢ That he had pointed out the danger to the
Commandant ; and earneftly petitioned for a
handful of Trocps, mercly to keep order till
the French arrived, but his requeft had been
refufed.” Such a refufal appeared inexplica-
ble; though the enigma was eafily folved
when we underftood, that the blind fecurity
of Government in the firft inftance, the or-
der for withdrawing the Troops in the fe-
cond, and the precipitate furrender of Nice
in the third, was all the work of Treachery ;
nay, fo daringly had the bafe Bcetrayers of
their country alted, that every battery they
pretended to erect for it's defence was fo
placed as to be abfolutely ufelefs; while
Mont-Albano, the only fpot which could
have been eafily and ftrongly fortified, was,
in {pite of it’s Governor's rcmonftrances, to-
tally
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tally negle@ed. ¥ We, of courfe, fat up all
night, as, I believe, did every other Family ;-
and, happily for us ull, the beoty found by
the Plunderers in empty habitations furnifh-
ed them with full employment till morning,
when, almoft every remaimng Perfon of
rank who had ftrength to walk, fled into the
Alps; and truly melancholy it was to fee
decrepit Age and helplefs Infancy toiling, for
the firft time in their lives, up ftony moun-
tains, cxpofed to the baleful rays of a feorch-
ing fun, and lozded with money, plate, and
other valuables, under the burden of which
hiey continually funk.

We now heard that feveral bodies of
French Troops were croffing the Var; and,
on the afternocn of the 24¢h. a column,
confifting of ten thoufand Mea centered

* On the very day afier the French entered, they
began to fortify Mont-A'bhano, conveving thither with
unremitting labour an hundred picces of cannon,
wi:ich they found ready charged upon the walls of
Nice.

D3 Nice,
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Nice, preceded by Women carrying battle-
axes, an olive-branch, and the nitional co-
lours crowned with the cap of liberty, and
commanded by GENERAL ANSELM, who
ftopped at the gate to haranguc and com-
fort the trembling Niflards by affurances of
intended mercy and prote&tion. When this
fpeech was ended, and the confequent ac-
clamations had ceafed, the Troops marched
round the ramparts with the utmoft quie-
tude and good order, faluting the arms of
England as they paffed the houfc of our
Conful, and forbearing to utter a fingle word
that could cither humiliate or alarm the
conquercd People. We, however, did not
pafs the mnight "in tranquiiliy, becaufe,
as we fat at fupper, the noifc of breaking
open empty houfes, that Soldiers might be
quartcred in them, continually affailed our
ears, while the probability that our vacant
rooms might be appropriated to the fame
ufe, filled us with ferious apprehenfions ;

morcover,
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moreover, the hubbub in the ftreets was
terrific; and, next morning, we learnt, that
Nice had been threatened, about midnight,
with a moft imminent danger; for, on a
piftol being heard to go off in the Place Vic-
toire, the Troops took an immediate alarm,
fuppofing it a fignal for the Picdmontefe
Regiments, (whom they believed ftill in
ambufh necar the Town,) to fall upon and
maffacre them; and, enraged by this ima-
ginary treachery, they refolved to burn us
all in our beds, and were actually fallying
forth on the expedition, when ANSELM’s
eloquence appeafed their wrath, and thus
preferved the City and it’s innocent Inhabi-
tants.

Upon receiving this information we loft
no time in applying to the Commandant of
the town for leave to fhip our baggage on
board ‘an Englifh veflcl, and likewife to em- ‘
bark ourfclves, whlencver that veflel thould
be ready for fea : he immediatcly came to

D4 us,
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us, wrote the paffport we folicited, afluring
us, however, of his with to maintain good
order, promifing us a conftant guard of 20
Men, feleted from his own Regiment, while
we ftaid ; but, at the fame time advifing our
prompt departure ; and further, ke recom-
mended us to the cfpecial care of his Sol-
diers, and directed them to affit our Ser-
. vants in corveying our darriage, &ec. to the
fhip: he 2i(> granted a Guard to every other
Englith Family at Nice.

So far the French a&ed liberally; but I
muft now mention a circumftance which
difgraced them, while it gave pain to every
lover of virtue. When Nice was to be
taken pofleffion of in the name of the Re-
public, it was required that the keys thould
be given up in form, and as every Piedmon-
tefe and Nifiard-Officer, both military and
civil, had now difappeared, thc Bisuor
(who, fpite of repeated folicitations, refufed
to fly, declaring, he would rcmain to watch

his
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his Flock till forced from them,) was now
called upon to perform the above-named ce-
remony ; he obeyed, taking with him two
or three of his ov.n Chaplains, one of whom
addrefled him as Mox/eignenr; upon hearing
which, the French Genceral proudly exclaim-
ed; «“ Il n’y a plus des Monfeigneurs! Mon-
Sieur I'Abbé, s'il wvous plait:” and then
turning to the Bisumor, whofe crofs hung
fufpended on his breaft, he bade him throw
* away that bauble, and take the civic oath.
The Brsunop indignantly refufed; wupon
which he was defired to quit the City. On
returning to his palacc he fainted ; but, foon
recovering himfelt, fet out on foot, in a
pelting rain, for Turin, where, however, he
arrived in fafety.

© Between the 29th of laft month and the
5th of this, French Troops, to the number
I believe of 25,000, had rcinforced thofe al-
ready 1n the town ; and as moft of the Re-

giments
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giments were raw, turbulent and rapacious,
our fituation was extremely unpleafant, not-
withftanding the protc&ion afforded us by
the Commandant ; we therefore entrcated the
Captain of our merchantman to make all
poffible difpatch in preparing her for fea;
and after depofiting our own baggage on
board, we were fortunate enough to get off
many valuables for our Friends: but as the
Englith Conful now determined to leave
Nice in a few days, and our veflel was the
one in harbour at all prepared to fail, he or-
dered her to wait for him. On the 4th
inftant, howecver, the Captain rejoiced us
by faying, « That the Conful was ready,
and we might come on beard next morn-
ing;” but, when that period arrived, he
called to inform us, ¢ That an unexpected
embargo had been put on all the thipping:”
this was alarming information, as we knew
not what might come next ; however, on

the
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the 6th we heard, that our Minifter at Tu-
1in,* (cver folicitous for the welfare of his
fellow-Subjects,) had fent a frigate to con-
vey us all to Genoa: our fpirits now revived ;
but this gleam of fun~fthine was fpeedily ob-
fcured by the mortifying intelligence, that
circumftances had arifen which obliged the
frigate to fail away: another day, therefore,
was {pent 1n apprehenfion: but, on the 8th
our Captain came with looks of joy to an-
nounce ‘ That the embargo was taken off;”
we therefore prepared to embark, and be-
ing advifed to make as little parade as pof-
fible on our way to the port, my Family
went two and two by different paths, while
I, being oblsged to ftay to the laft, walked
down, drefled as a Servant, paffing all the
French pofts without the fmalleft molefta-
tion ; indeed, fo civil were the Soldiers, that
when I reached the water’s edge they called
a boat to convey me to the thip. Others of

* The Honourable Joun TREVOR.
the
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the Englith, however, who went with more
parade, did not cfcape infult, and even found
fome difficulty in getting on board. As the
Conful and his family werc now embarked,
we felt extremcly anxious to fet fail; but
the elements were adverfe to our wifhes,
the wind being fo contrary and the fca fo
much agitated, that it was impoffible to at-
tempt getting out of harbour. Nothing un-
plcafant, however, occurred till to-day, when
fome Englifh Travellers who, like us, were
informed that Nice was in no danger of be-
ing capturcd, had hired a Venetian veflel to
convey them hither, and were juft entering
the port, when, thrcugh the aukwardnefs of
their Captain, a Frenchman was killed ;
multitudes of Soldiers inftantly boarded their
vefel, and would have murdered the whole
thip’s Company, not even fparing the Eng-
lith, 1f a republican Officer had not preferved
their lives at the peril of his own; and
though we had nothing to do with this bu-

' finefy,
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finefs, the Soldiers, who were now in an ill-
humour with the Britith Nation, jumped in
confiderable numbers upon our deck, which
lay parallel with the fhore, fwearing we
were Ariftocrats, and threatening to rob and
murder us : at length, however, their Ofh-
cers appeafed and removed them; but, ne-
verthelefs, we deemed it prudent to puth off
from fhore, and likewife to refolve on failing
early to-morrow morning, cven though the
weather thould continuc boifterous: I fhall,
therefore, fend this letter to be put into the
poft by Fariuby, once our apothecary
here, though now metamorphofed into a
Leader of the Municipality. This Man, born
a Peafant, but endowed with a vigourous
underftanding, taught Limfelf Englith, ftu-
died phyfic according to our modc of prac-
tice, and by many years of unwearied afii-
 duity acquired, chicfly from Britifa Travel-
lers, a large fortune; but thouch he now
fcems arrived at that period of lie when

tranquillity
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tranquillity alone would cnable him to en«
joy the fruits of his induftry, he has been
aiming for months paft to effe&t the prefent
change of government at Nice; and this,
becaufe he deems it more advantageous for
his country to be incorporated with the
French Nation than remain as an appendage
to the infignificant crown of Sardinia: he
forgets, however, that revolutionary changes,
though fometimes bencficial to the rifing
gencration, arc always dangerous to thofe
who make them; and mutft be efpecially fo
in the prefent inftance, where, abfolute
power is committed to a People whofe dar-
ling tenet is atheifm, and their profefled aim
univerfal empirc.—You will wonder perhaps
at the laft part of this fentence, but we
have hcld many converfations lately with
French Officers, who feruple not to fay, that
it is their intention to make Nice a nurfery
for their trcops, who, when properly difci~
plincd and appointed, arc to deftroy the ari-

ftocracy
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ftocracy of Genoa, penctratc over the Ma-
ritime-Alps to Turin, dcthrone the King of
Sardinia, emancipate the Milancfe, over-
throw the Popedom, revolutionize Naples,
fubduc Germany, and then, fhould England
quarrel with them, (which they cameftly
hope the will not do,) attempt in the laft
inftance to invade, and conquer her.

It muft, however, be a confiderable time
erc any of thefe darling plans can be cxe-
cuted ; and, during the interval, may Pied-
mont difmifs her traitorous Counfcllors, and

Genoa prepare for defence !

LETTER
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LETTER III

P:fa, January 1794.

E landed.at Genna on the 1-4th of
Ottober 1792, after a rough voy-

age; though the confideration of having cf-
caped from actual danger reconciled us to
gales which were, in themfelves, fufficiently
Violent to intimidate freth-water Sailors.
From Genoa we went by fea to Leghorn,
and then proceeded to this City, where,
during the winter of 1793, we received an
account of the execution, or, more properly
fpeaking, the murder of LLEws XVI. an .
event which ftruck all Tufcany with hor-
ror, and muft, I think, have been particu-
larly afflitive to the crowd of Emigrant-
Nobles and Ecclefiaftics who faunter idly up
and down the Pifa-quay; for, had they re-

mained in France and fupported their un-
' offending
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cffending Monarch, it feems almoft certain
- he would not have been led to the guillo-
tine. I find, however, that the generality

of Nobles and Prelates had long behaved fo

ill to Perfons bencath them as to fear re-

venge on the part of thofe they had injured ;

and this felfith fear induced thém to defert

their King, and leave France to the mercy

of low men, who, like horfes juft cfcapéd

from their Drivers, fet off full fpeed on the

dangerous road to greatnefs, trampling Li-

berty, Jufticc and Religion under-foot. But;

notwithftanding all this, we obferved, in the

autumn of 1793, the rapid growth of demo-

cratic opinions throughout Italy. Recpubli-

can Troops were gradually ftealing uj.cn Ge-

noa, and republican Miffionaries, whofe

power is ftill more formidable, gradually in-

troducing them{clves into her councils ; while

.the falfe aflertion, that all Mcn were origi-
hally equal, flattered the pride of the Many,

and inclined them to fhake off’ the autho-

Vei. L. E rity
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rity of the Few. At Leghorn it was infi-
nuatéd, that if Tufcany continued neuter
her commerce would become immenfe and
her wealth incalculable. At Pifa, (where
democratic Frenchmen, under the fpecious
garb of Loyalifts, were daily feen upon the
Corfo, walking arm in arm with the young
Students,) Liberty, in her moft dangerous
extent, was called the firft of bleflings, and
conformity to old-eftablithed opinions the
mark of a fervile or thallow mind. The ab-
furdities of the Roman-catholic rehigion
were painted in glowing colours ; the licen-
tioufnefs of it’s Priefts too juftly reprobated,
and it's tendency to thicken the veil of ig-
norance and ftrengthen the hands of arbis
trary power, particularly enlarged upon and
regretted ; while at Florence Men of fcience
were told, “ The Grand Duke had no
means of rewarding their talents, but that
France was both able and anxious to do it;"”
at Ilorence likewife it became a fathion to

vaunt
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vaurt the greatnefs of the French Republic
and diminifh the confequence of England,
infomuch that a Gentleman, high in ftation
under the Grand Duke, afflured me, ¢ The
Britith navy confifted only of a few frigates.”
In vain did our Minifter, Lord HervEy,
point out how neceflary it was for the Grand
Duke to arm his People, and guard againft
the encroachments of France; in vain, too,
did common-fenfe fecond his arguments;
Tufcany anfwered, ¢ That Leopold had an-
hihilated hér Militia ; that her prefent mili-
tary force confifted but of two -or three regi-
ments; that France could overwhelm her
in a moment ; and that her only rational
dependence refted on the prefervation of a
ftri@ neutrality.” Add to this, that the was
facinated by the hope of rendering Leghorn
the Exchange of Italy, and that the coun-
«ils of Vienna, which govern thofe of Flo-
rence, are by no means untainted with Ja-

cobinifm. Lucca, however, whofe gates
E2 have
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have hitherto been fhut againft Republican
Miffionaries, feems inclined to arm and de-
fend her frontiers, if her Neighbours will
adopt the fame prudent meafure. But'the
Romans, though profefledly inimical to
France, are by no means united in fenti-
ments; for though the common Pcople de-
teft Frenchmen, calling them Heretics and
Enemies to the Chnfhian faith, the Literati
have been fo far feduced by republican doc-
trines, that the profligacy of the Sacred Col-
lege, and the weaknefs and tyranny of it's
government, are openly talked of, while
Bologna even feems ripe for revolt: and the
‘Neapolitansand Sicilians, though actually at
war with France, and poflefling a natural an-
tipathy to Frenchmen, arc but too much
~ influenced by their opinions; for though the
common People love their King; the Law-
_yers, military Officers, and Nobility, groan
under the oppreffion of his Minifters, lament
.the corruption which pervades every depart-

ment
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ment of ftate, and eagerly long for a reform:
while Venice, immerfed in diffipation, na-
turally prone to indolence, and enervated by
the heavy yoke of defpotifin fhe has long
been doomed to wear, fcarcely notices the
threatening clouds which gather in the
Weft, further than to provide herfelf a tem-
porary afylum under the deceptious banner
of Neutrality. Such, in fhort, is the fupine-
nefs of fome Italian States, and the revolu-
tionary difpofition of others, fuch the ty-
ranny of many governments, and the cor-
ruption which prevails in all, fuch the blind-
refs of Sovereigns, and the treachery of
Counfellors, that were it not for Alps which
fcem to preclude the poffibility of invafion,
I fhould think republican Gaul might once
more plant her banners in the Roman Capi-
tol, and thus fulfil, in part, thec daring plan
of conqueft which her Leadcrs formed on -
entering Nice.
No fooner, however, was our Minifter in-
Es formed
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formed that Lord Hoop had obtained pofx
feflion of Toulon, the key of the Mediter-
ranean, and thus, for a time at leaft, check-
ed the progrefs of republican ambition, than
he once more urged the Court of Florence
to abandon her neutrality, and unite with
the allicd Powers again& France: but an
earneftnefs to forward the intereft of Eng-
land had unfortunately led him to refledt,
upon the Marquis MANFREDRINI, (the So-
vereign’s oldeft and moft intimate Friend,)
attributing to him the partiality thewn by
Tufcany in favour of the French: and thefe
refleCtions, (contained n a circular letter to
~other foreign Minifters), gave Jacobins a
pretence for faying,  That Great Brjtain
treated the Court of Florence in an unbe-~
coming manner;” and ftrengthened the dif-
pofition to neutrality which was before toa
prevalent. However, on the 8th of Oc-
‘tober, Lord HERVEY prefented a memorial
to the Tufcan Secretary of State, informing
| him,
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him, ¢ That unlefs the French Minifter, M.
DE LA FLOTTE, were immediately fent out
of the Grand Duke’s dominions, French
Jacobins exiled, and their Abettors punithed;
in fhort, unlefs all commerce were prohibit-
ed between Tufcany and France, Lord
Hoop would a& offenfively againft Leg-
horn, for which Port he had alrcady ordered
an Englith {quadron, in conjun&ion with a
dctachment from the Spanifh fleet, to fet
fail.” A catcgorical anfwer was demanded
within twelve hours ; and the Court of Flo-
rence, feeing no alternative between ac-
quicfcence and the lofs of Leghorn, unwil-
lingly acceeded to term swhich were called
unjuft and impolitic: and thus was Tuf-
cany conftrained to declare herfelf the Enc-
my of France: but this declaration pro-
duced no‘attempt to arm her People; and
Genoa, fpite of cvery thing that could be
urged by our Minifter there, perfevered in
her determination to continue neuter.

E 4 + A plan
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A plan was now formed to annex Corfica
to the crown of Great Britain, for which
purpofe General Paoli folicited the affiftance
of an Englith fquadron, which failed, in

confequence, for St. Fiorenzo; and this cir-

cumftance produced moft unexpected effeéts;
for a Corfican Officer in the French fervice,
by name BroNaparTE, and the Friend of
Paoli, finding that General had refolved to
place his country under the prote&ion of
England, feeling thatas a Servant of France
he could not with honour concur in the
plan, and yct unwilling to oppofe the wifhes
of his Friend, rctired to Parié, where he had
Becn cducated, and where, through the in-
fluence of his Countryman SALICETTI, 2
powerful Leader in the Direftory, he was
appointed to affift DucoMMIER m retaking
Toulon.

BuoxaPARTE, though only twenty-five
ycérs of age, was perhaps the beft Engineer
in Europe ; and asnature hed endowed him

N with

b
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with a brilliant and capacious underftanding,
an infatiable thirft after knowledge, a pecu-
liarly enterprizing fpirit, a prefence of mind
which always pointed out the right expedi-
ent in every cmergency, and an invincible
courage founded on the perfuafion that a
brave Man never falls till his hour is come,
but too well juftified the recommendation
of SaLiceTTI; for, chiefly owing to his
fkilful excrtions, the allied Powers were
compelled haftily to relinquifh their recently
acquired and very important conqueft.*

We were at Pifa when this news reached
Tufcany, and, ftrange as it may fccm, the
French Loyalifts here, evidently triumphed
in the thought that England no longer held
for Lewis XVII. the fecond fea-port of
France.

* After Corfica, in July 1794, was attually annexed
to the Britith Crown, BuonaPARTE fignified a with

to enter into our Army, requefting the rank of Major;
but, unfortunately, his fervices were not accepted.

LETTER
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LETTER IV.

Florence, July 1;90.

HE events which occurred after the

lofs of Toulon till the year 1794, are
too well known in England to need recapi-
tulation; fuffice it, therefore, to ﬁy, that
France, from the capture of Nice to the juft-
named period, did not openly attack Italy,
though her Emiffaries, by forming a revolu-
tion in the principles of the Italians, gradu-
ally paved the way for future conquefts,

-In 1794, however, General Massexna, a
Niffard by birth, and formerly in the Sardi-
nian fervice, made himfelf Mafter of Saor-
gio, to the amazement of every Perfon ac-
quainted with the ftrength of that place,
and the wretched ftate of Massexa’sTroops,
who were almoft deftitute of food, clothes,

and
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and military ftores: but money, united with
the treacherous difpofition of the Piedmon-
tefe, and the fpecious arguments of the
French General, fupplied the means of con-
gueft, and a golden key opened the gates of
a fortrefs which the beft appointed Troops
muft have affailed in vain: but, notwith-
ftanding this acquiﬁ—tioﬁ, a total want of ne-
‘ccﬂhri,c.s, and a peftilential fever, the natural
_ confequence of fumine, fo much diminithed
the French Forces both in Piedmont and on
the Riva di Genova, that they remained al-
moft wholly ina&ive till this year, when fup-
plies of corn, which in defiance of the Bri-
tith fleet, arrived fafe at Genoa, at length
reftored the republican Soldicrs to fome de-
gree of health. Still, however, it feemed
very improbable that Troops dejected and
enfecbled by ficknefs, and deftitute of horfes,
cannon, and almoft every other finew of
war, thould foon become formidable to Italy,
who, befides the barriers raifed by nature for
her
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her defence, had now above two hundred
thoufand well appointed Soldiers, ready to
oppofe the aggreflions of her Enemies;*
and, morcover, the Italian climate had ever
proved fatal to French Troops, and the Ita-
han Clergy ftll poffefled fufficient influence
over the common People, to render them
immical to a Nation which openly profefled
it’s contempt of the Romifh faith. The
Dire&ory, aware of thefe obftacles fo likely
to impede their plan of conqueft; and feel-
ing that it required no common genius to
infpire their Troops with energy, and pro-
vide them in a hoflile land with neccflaries
- which their own country could not fupply,
and without which it would be impoffible
to fucceed, felected perhaps the only Offices

in their fervice capable of furmounting fuch

* The Auftrian Troops at this period were faid to
amount to eighty thoufand men—the Sardinian to
fixty thoufand—and the Neapolitan to feventy thou-
fand ; while the Dukes of Parma and Modena fure
nithed the Allies with money and military ftores.

difficulties,
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difficulties, and appointed Buo¥APARTE,
who had fo eminently diftinguifhed himfelf
at Toulon, the General in Chief of this rag-
ged Army, which, added to the difadvan-
tages above-mentioned, did not exceed fifty-
fix thoufand men.

The adventurous Corfican, at the opening
of a campaign which has aftonithed all Eu-
ropc, had no profefled Friends among the
Italian States, except Genoa, Venice, and
Thufcany, whofe Duke, in February 1795,
declared himfclf the Ally of France. It was
therefore neceffary that this modern BREN-
xus fhould bc equally political, prudent,
and valorous ; it was neceflary, (to ufe his
own words,) that his troops, though defti-
tute of every thing, fhould overcome all
things; that they fhould gain battles with-
cut cannon, pafs rivers without bridges,
perform forced marches without thoes, with-

out brandy, and fometimes without bread ;

nay
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nay more, that they fhould be animated.
with fuch a love of glory as might guard
them from that inclination for plunder and
felf-indulgence, fo natural to Trovps who
had long fuffered the moft cruel privations
on the fterile rocks of the Riva di Genova:
ant, above all, that they thould fo behave in
every captured City as to gain the applaufe
of the vanquithed People, and incline the
Citizens of other cbuntries to open their
gates. A Mai of modetate talents would
have been difcouraged by thefe numerous
difficulties, but BuoNAPARTE only thought
of overcoming them : ¢ If conquered, (cried
he,) I cannot have too little to lofe : and if
Conqueror, 1 can fupply myfelf with every
thing :” and {o gredt was his influence over
neceffitous Troops, {6 ftri& the difcipline he
eftablifhed among them, that robbery never
blafted their laurels without being punifhed
by death; and fo orderly was their beha-

viour
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viour in captured Cities, that the approach
of French Armies foon ceafed, in the eyes
of Italy, to be an obje& of dread.®
BuonaPARTE's way, however, was in
fome meafure fmoothed by ‘treachery, asre-
publican Emiffaries, the moft fuccefsful of
whom was a Ncapblitan named Viracri-
ANL} had long been employed in concert-
ing with the Piedmontefe a plan to annex
all his Sardinian Majefty’s dominions to
thofc of France; and ViTacrLiant had ac-
tually perfuaded the Democrats of Ceva,
Mondovi, Acqui, and other placcs, to fupply
the French Forces in the Maritime-Alps

* T do not mean to infer from hence that private
robberies were not committed ; but it was Commiffa-
ries chiefly who committed them, while BuoNAPARTE
commanded the French army.

+ This Man is faid to have gone four times to Tu-
rin, (difguifed as a Monk or a Muleteer) to confult
with the Democrats of that City; and, fenfible of the
dangerous part he was playing, he conftantly wore in
his amulet a dofe of poifon fufficient to fecure him
from an ignominious death. '

with
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with nine hundred mules and nearly as mariy
horfes, to enable them to open this year's
campaign. Buo~NAPARTE, therefore, had
reafon to flatter himfelf that partial revolt,
and univerfal difaffe@ion to the Sardinian
government, might facilitate the accomplith-
ment of his fchemes againft Piedmont, and
at length enable him to penetrate into the

fertile plains of Lombardy, whither ViTag-
LIANI, with other democratic Miflionaries,

was already gone to propagate revolutionary
doétrines. He likewife poffefled a powerful
though a fecret friend at Rome, in Duke
BrascHI, the Pope’s Nephew, who, for the
lucre of gain, had engaged to feed and clothe
the French Army; and another Friend in
the ArcH-DUkKE or MiLaN, who, from
the fame motive, promifed to be equally li-
beral.
 Thus, aided by Italian treachery, did
the Republicans commence this memorable
campaign, which opened with the defeat of
the
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the Auftro-Sardinian Troops about forty

miles from Tlurin; 14,000 being either kill-

~ed or taken, and their cannon and camp-
equipage feized.

The army of Lombardy, commanded by
General Beaurieu, and occupying the
heights above Genoa, likewife experienced
a fevere defeat at Montenotte, owing to the
dkilful manceuvres of BuoNAPARTE, fe-
conded by the bravery of La HarPE, Mas-
SENA, &c.—and in the hard-fought battle
of Milleflimo, which immediately followed,
the Auftrian General, PRovERA, was taken,
feveral magazines, forty field-pieces, with a
large number of horfes, mules, and bag-
gage-waggons, falling into the hands of the
Vi&ors; while 25,000 of the Auftrians and
Piedmontefc were computed to be killed,
~and 8000 made prifoners: and this advan-
“tage was the more important, becaufe it fur
nifhed the French with provifiens and mili-

tary ftores.
Vor. L. F Next

P P,
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Next followed the combat of Dego, in
which vi&ory, though for fome time doubt-
ful, at length declared herfelf fo much in
favour of France, that BEAULIEU's com-
munication with the Piedmontefe Army
was cut off—a fatal ftroke to the King of
Sardinia! The forces of this Monarch, com-
manded by General CorL1, had intrenched
themfelves under Ceva, and were attacked
without delay by the Republicans, who, af-
-ter meeting with a vigorous refiftance, com-
pelled them to retreat, and then invefted the
citadel of Ceva, at the fame time advancing
to re-attack their flying enemies ; but find-
ing them ftationed near Mondovi, on a fpot
furrounded by two decp and rapid rivers,
whofe banks werc ftrongly fortified with
cannon, BuoxararTE fought, by various
manceuvres, to make them choofe a lefs for-
midable pofition, and Corr1, fearful per-
haps of rifking a battle on which the fate
of Piedmont might depend, retreated two

hours
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hours after midnight to Mondovi, leaving-
his artillery behind him: at day-break, how-

c’vcr,’hc was compelled to engage, and aftgr

lofing in killed and prifoners 1800 men, he

rctired to a poft between Coni and Cherafco,

which he was foon conftrained to abandon,

again leaving behind him feveral pieces of
cannon, with confiderable magazines, moft
valuable acquifitions to the Victors! who,

after precipitating themfelves like a torrent

from the fummits of the Alps, fupporting
incredible fatigues, and fighting almoft daily
battles, (in which fell many of their braveft

officers) were now arrived, in one fortnight

after their outfet, within nine leagues of
Turin,

At this period Foflano and Alba fubmit-
ted to France, while the aged Monarch of
Sardinia, furrounded by Jacobin Counfel-
lors, and fhamefully deferted by his rebel-
lious Subjedts, was compelled to fue for a
fufpenfion of arms, which BuoNAPARTE

F2 granted
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granted on condition, ¢ That the fortrefles
Ceva, Coni, and Tortona, fhould be ceded
to France till the conclufion of a permanent
peace, and Alexandria likewife occupied by
French Troops till Tortona could be evacu-
ated by the Piedmontefe :” and yet, at this
very moment, when the unfortunate King
agreed to relinquith Cori, an impregnable
fortrefs, and the' key of Turin, Buona-
PARTE, as | am credibly informed, had not
three rounds of powder remaining in his
camp, nor any artillery proper for carrying
on a regular fiege.

No fooner were Coni and Ceva ceded to
France, than BuoNAPARTE, on hearing that
Beavrieu had fled towards Alexandria,
immediately marched thither, and arrived
in time to feize confiderable magazines be-
longing to the Auftrians: he then took pof-
feffion of Tortona, and had the pleafure of
finding there above an hundred large new
brafs cannon, with an immenfe quantity of

military
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military ftores; .Ceva and Coni likewife
were found in a moft refpe&able ftate of de-
fence, and fo well provided with cvery ne-
ceflary as to furnifh the French Troops with

ample means to purfue their conquefts.
Great difficulties, however, ftill remained
to be furmounted ; as the impcrial Army,
ftationed on the oppofite banks of the Po,
might, by choofing an advantageous pofi-
tion, cafily and effe@ually difpute the paf-
fage of that river. The great objed, there-
fore, was to deceive BEAULIEU refpedling
ythe place where this paffage would be at-
tempted ; for which purpofe an article had
been inferted in the armiftice with the King
of Sardinia, fpecifying, ¢ That the French
fhould be at liberty to crofs the Po under
Valenza ; while an order was given for the
Neapolitans who garrifoned that town to
evacuate it and join the Imperialifts. Other
ftratagems were likewife ufed to miilead
BéAiJLIEU, while BuoxaPaRTE, by a
F3 forced
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forced march, arrived during night at Caftel
§. Giovanni, reconnoitred the banks of the
Po, feized five Auftrian barges loaded with
rice, medicines, and invalid Soldiers, and
then procesded carly next marning to Pla-
cenza, from whenee, aided by the captured
barges, he tranfported himfelf, with 5000
Grenadiers and 1500 horfe, to the oppofite
fhore, mecting with no refiffance except
what was given by two fquadrons of Huf-
fars, wha, after ﬁﬁng a féw times, retired :
and the reft of the French Army, which had
rapidly followed its Leader, likewife pafled
the river during the courfe of the day.

No fooner was this important paflage efs
fected than BuoNAPARTE defeated a body
of Auftrians, who had been fent too late to
oppofc his landing ; and then granted an ar»
miftice to the Duke of Parma, who was
conftrained tq furnith him with two mil«
lions of French livres in money, or bills of
cxchange on Genoa, twelyve hundred draughts

| horfes,



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. 71

horfes, with their proper harnefs, four hun-
dred dragoon horfes, with faddles and bridles,
one hundred chargers for fuperior officers,
and twenty pictures, to be felected by Buo-
NAPARTE,* befides corn and bullocks for
the ufc of the Troops.

Meantime BEavLIEU had drawn up his
Forces behind the Adda, and fortified, with
thirty pieces of ordnance, a long bridge, in
front of which was the town of Lodi, de-
fended by his advanced pofts; thefe Buo-
NAPARTE attacked, and, after a tharp con-
teft, drove into the town, from whence they
" pafled the bridge, and joined the main-body
of their Army. A battalion of French Gre-
nadiers, who had hitherte borne down all
before them, now reached the bridge, fhout-
ing, ¢ Vive la Republique;” but the dread-
ful fire kept up by the Enemy having ftop-
ped their progrefs, Generals BERTHIER,

» Among the fele@ed pitures was the famous St.
Jerome of Corregio.

F 4 Mas-
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MasseNa, CErRvonNi, &c. ruthed forward ;
ftill, however, even their prefence might
have proved ineffe&ual, had it not been for
the gallantry of BuoNAPARTE, who, fhatch-
ing a ftandard from the hand of a Subaltern,
placed himfelf in front, animating his Sol-
diers by his aftions and gefticulations, for
his voice was drowned by the noife of muf-
quetry and cannon, till thefe intrepid Fel-
lows, led on by their beloved Commander,
paffed the bridge, midft thowers of cannon-
balls, ﬁlcncin_g the artillery, and throwing
the main-body of BEAuL1EU’s Forces into
fuch diforder, that he fled with precipitation
towards Mantua, having loft in this action
twenty field-pieces, gnd,.in killed, wounded,
and prifoners, above 2000 men.¥

A victory fo brilhant was naturally fol-

lowed by the moft important confequences;

* BuonaPARTE’s artillery, in this famous battle of
Lodi, was drawn by the coach-horfes of the Nobility
of Placenza.

Pizzighitone,
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Pizzighitone, Cozmona, Pavia, and Milan,
fubmitting to the Conqueror, who was
hereby furnithed with immenfe refources,
vaft magazines, and many valuable works of
art.* From this moment, indeed, he became
Mafter of Lombardy, though the citadel of
Milan ftill held out. And now, while he
allowed his Troops a fhort ceflation from
the toils of conqueft, he concluded with the
King of Sardinia a peace, by which the lat-
ter ceded for ever to the French Nation,
Savoy, and the countices of Nice, Tende, and
Breuil, refigning to them till there thould
be a general ?cace, Coni, Ceva, Tortona,
Exiles, Affictte, Suza, La Brunette, Chi-
teau-Dauphin, and Alexandria, together
with all the territory occupied by the repub- '

* Among thefe were above thirty pitures; an
Ftrufcan vafe ; a manufcript written on the papyrus,
and above eleven hundred years old ; a Virgil which
belonged to Petrarch, containing notes in his own
hand, and another curious manufcript relative to the
hiftory of the Popes. ] '
" lican
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lican Troops, making the above-named
places liable to levies of military contribu-
tions ; in thort, referving to himfelf nothing
but the empty name of Sovereign.

After difpofing every thing for an attack
upon the citadel of Milan, BuoNAPARTE,
with his ufual expedition, advanced to Mo-
dena, whofe Duke had already retired to Ve-
nice, carrying with him twenty-three mil-
Hons of fequins, the fruits of that infatiate
avarice which has always been the failing of
this Prince. The republican Gencral, how-
ever, informed the Regency appointed to
govern during their Sovereign’s abfence,
« That France would only accord him an
armiftice on condition of his immediately
paying her feven millions and a half of

French livres in money, and two millions

* The fortifications of Suza, La Brunette, and
other ftrong places, were, according to this treaty,
to be demolithed by the King of Sardinia, and his ar-
tillery employed for the fervice of the French Re-
public.
and
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and a half in military ftores, befides prefent-
ing her with twenty of his beft pictures, to
be feleéted by French Commiffaries.” Thefe
gonditions were accepted.

But though BuonaParTE, from the
opening of the campaign till the prefent mo-
ment, had been daily acquiring freth laurels,
though the fpecioufnefs of his proclamations
and the good conduct of his Troops induced
a large majority of the vanquithed People to
confider him asa Deliverer not a Conqueror ;
though Auftrian Armies no longer oppofed
his progrefs, and Italian Potentates fued to
him for peace, a new and formidable Ene-
my, fhrowded in Religion’s mantle, and
brandithing a crucifix in one hand and a
dagger in the other, now threatended to im-
pede that rapid tide of victory which hither-
to had borne down all before it; for no
fooner did he quit the capital of Lombardy,
in order to purfue the flying columns of
BeauLiew, than reports were fpread by

Monks



76 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

Monks and other Ecclefiaftics of the Eng-
lith having captured Nice, of Conde’s Army
being arrived on the confines of the Milanefe,
and of the Auftrians being reinforced, and
actually advancing towards Milan; and by
fallacies fuch as thefe werc ignorant and fana-
tical People excited to take up arms againft
France, to aflaffinate her Troops wherever
they met them, to cut down the tree of li-
berty, and trample the national cockade un-
der foot. BuoxNAPARTE, however, quickly
returncd to Milan, fhot all the Infurgents
who were found with arms in their hands,
demanded a large number of Hoftages, and
fignified to the Ecclefiaftics and Nobility,
¢« That their lives fhould anfwer for any fu-
ture violation of the peace.” He then pro-
eeeded to Bignafco, where feven or eight
hundred Peafants had been worked up by
their Priefts to oppofe him; but thefe un-
fortunate People were quickly killed or dif-
perfed, while the French Commander, (with

teary
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tears in his eyes, if we may believe his own
words), erdered their village to be burnt to
the ground ; hoping, by this a& of feverity,
to prevent revolt in future. He then pro-
cceded to Pavia, whofe Inhabitants, aided
by five or fix thoufand Peafants, had inveft-
ed the citadel, made the French Garrifon
Prifoners, and put the town in a pofture of
defence. BuoNAPARTE, after a few dif-
charges of cannon, fummoned the Infurgents
to furrender and confide in the generofity of
France; but was anfwered; ¢ That while
Pavia had walls remaining, her Citizens
would defend them.” The gates were now
forced, and the Infurgents ronted, many of
them taking refuge in their cellars, while
others ran to the tops of their houfes and
" burled down tiles upon the republican
Troops, hoping with fuch feeble weapons to
difpute the paflfage of the fireets. At this
moment the French who had been impri-
foned broke their chains and haftened to

the



78 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

the aid of their General, who immediately
ordered every Soldiers’ name to be called
over, declaring, ¢ That if the blood of one
Frenchman had been thed, he would raze the
City to the ground, and eret a column on
it’s ruins, faying, Here once flood Pavia.”
Happily for the town, however, not one of
the Garrifon was mifling; and Buona-
PARTE thercfore contented himfelf with
condemning the Municipality to be fhot,
and demanding two hundred Hoftages,
whom he fent to Paris : and thus ended this
dangerous infurre¢tion, which, had it been
feconded by Auftrian Troops, might proba-
bly have terminated in a very different man-
ner; though the fevere punitfhment infliGed
upon Bignafco, and all the Leaders of the
revolt, added to many wife precautions taken
by BuoNAPARTE, not only reftored tran-
quillity for the prefent, but enfured obedi-
ence to French government in future.

This bufinefs fettled, the Republic of Ve-

nice



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. 79

nice was informed by a proclamation, that
the French Troops in their purfuit of BeAt-
LIEU would pafs her territories, maintain-
ing, however, the ftricteft difcipline, and
paying for cvery thing they might want.
The laft-named General, in confequence of
his defeat at Lodi, had judgcdl it prudent to
retire behind the Mincio, where he took an
excellent pofition, between Mantua and the
Lake of Garda, his great obje&t now being
to defend the paffage of the Mincio, for
which purpofe the banks of that river were
lined with cannon. BuonapaRrTE, how-
ever, by means of feveral fkilful manceuvres,
deceived BEAULIEU as to the place where
he defigned croffing, and then marched ra-
pidly towards Borghetto, the approach to
which Town was defended by the Auftrian
advanced Guard, confifting of four or five
thoufand Men, who, finding themfclves un-
able to withftand the attack of the French
Cavalry, retired over a bridge leading to the

oppofite
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oppofite thore of the Mincio, breaking down
one arch, and then planting artillery to pre-
vent their Opponents from repairing it. At
this moment fifty French Grenadiers, led by
General GArDANNE, plunged into the water,
which was neck deep, and, placing their
mufkets on their heads, waded through it,
while the Auftrians, thinking they once
more beheld the invincible column fo emi-
nently diftinguithed at the bridge of Lodi,
immediately took to flight, leaving the paf-
fage of the Mincio free to the whole French
Army, which foon after captured Pefchiera,
drove BEAULIEU out of Italy, and invefted

Mantua.*
Meian-

* While the French were befieging this City, a
Convent, which lay expofed to the cannon of the gar-
rifon, was evacuated by it’s Nuns, and immediately
occupied by the Beficgers; who, hearing groans iffue
from underneath the building, humanely followed the
found, and difcovered, in a damp and gloomy dun-
geon, 3 Female feated on a crazy chair, and loaded
with fetters, but whofe countenance, though deeply

furrowed by mifery, looked youthful. On feeing the
Soldiers
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Meanwhile General Massena entered
Verona, the late abode of LEw1s Stanis-
LAs, hereditary King of France, whom the
Venetians had not only fheltered in this afy-
lum, but treated with the utmoft deference,
till BuoxAPARTE’s viftories fo entirely
changed their fentiments, that they fuddenly
transferred to him all the refpect they had be-
fore thewn to unfortunate Majefty ; nay even
ordered LEW1s to quit their territorics, al-
though they had, but a yery thort time before,
fignified to the Dire&ory, ¢ That the royal
Fugitive, from being a noble Venctian, was,
by the laws of Venice, entitled to her pro-

Soldiers fhe earneftly petitioned for life and liberty ;
telling them, the had been four years confined in that
cruel manner, for attempting to elope with a young
Man who had long been Mafter of her heart : the Sol-
diers inftantly ftruck off her fetters; upon which fhe
befought them to lead her into the open air. They
reprefented, that on quitting the fhelter of the Con-
vent the would be expofed to a fthower of cannon-
balls. « 44 /” replied the Nun, ¢ mourir, ’¢f? refter
ici 1”

Vor. L G tecion.”
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te&ion.” LEewis, however, previous to his
departure for the Condean Army, demanded
the golden book in which the name of every
noble Venctian is inferibed, that he might
crafe his own, together with the fword pre-
fented as a token of friendthip to Venice by
- his Anceftor Henry IV, But to thefe re-
quefts Venice anfwercd with unfecling in-
folence; * That he nced not ftay to erafe
his name, as the Senatc would readily do it
for him; 'and that the fword fhould cer-
tainly be returned, provided he ‘would im-
mediately find means to repay a large fum
cf money which his Anceftor, Henry IV.
had borrowed of the Venctian Republic.”
But, notwithftanding this indecent anfwer,
morc worthy of a money-lending Jew than
a great and wealthy People, BuoNAPARTE,
who felt no wifh to favour, and no inclina-

' tion to truft his new Flattercrs, the high and
mighty Lords of Venice, placed a ftrong
Garrifon in Verona, and thus fecured pof-
feflion
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feffion of that City, while he kept the reft

of their territories in awe.

His next obje® was the redudion of
"Mantua, the only fortrefs, except the citadel
of Milan, which remained in poffeflion of
the Auftrians, and the only probable obftacle
to his meditated conquefts in the fouth of
Italy : but the cabinet of Vienna, knowing
the great importance of Mantua, ftrained
every nerve to fave it, and was ably feconded
by Field-Marfhal WURMSER,now appointed
to fucceed BEAULIEU in the command of the
Auftrian Forces; and, by means of WurM-
SER’S exertions, BUONAPARTE was con-
ftrained to carry on a formal fiege, without
the proper engines for fo doing, as he pof-
fefled no artillery but field-pieces won in
battle from the Piedmontefe and Impcrialiffs;
for heavy cannon could not have kept pace
with Troops marching rapidly as his did over
the Alps. The great hcats alfo, which ren-
der the neighbourhood of Mantua particu-

G2 larly
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larly unwholefome, were fpeedily coming
on, and feemed more likely to weaken the
republican Columns than all the fatigues
and perils they had yet encountered. In-
furre&ions too were breaking out in the con-
quered countries bordering upon the Ge-
noefe State, infomuch that BUONAPARTE,
finding his convoys attacked, his Couriers
affaflinated, and his communication with
France, by way of the Riva de Genova,
menaced, thought it neceffary to terminate
all differences with Modena, Rome, and
Naples, or at leaft to prevent thofe Powers
from aiding the other Allics, to drive the
Englith from Leghorn, and to adopt fuch
meafures as might induce Corfica to place
herfelf once more under Gallic banners.

To ftop the infurre&ion in the conquered
countries was the firft point; and for this
purpofe a detachment of the Army marched
to Arquata and Tortona, where the Infur-
gents were moft formidable, thot the Leaders,

razed
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razed their houfes to the ground, and thus
reftored order. Mecanwhile another detach-
ment pafled the Po at Borgoforte, and on
‘the 19th of June arrived at Bologna, enter-
ing that City without refiftance, and im-
prifoning four hundred papal Troops who
were ftationed there. BuonararTE fol-
lowed in a few hours, and found in Fort
. Urbino, a place of confidcrable ftrength,
whofe gates, however, flew open at his com-
mand, fifty pieccs of heavy ordnance, five
hundred muikets, with two months’ provi-
fion for fix hundred men. The Garrifon,
the Cardmal Legate, and all the Roman
état major werc made Prifoners; Ferrara
likewife fubmitted voluntarily, and the Car-
dinal Legate there, with the Commander of
the Citadel were imprifoned, while this for-
trefs furnifhed the French Army with an
hundred and fourteen heavy cannon; in
fhort, the ordnance obtained at Modena and
in the Epifcopal State, enabled BuoNaraRTE

G3 to
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%o continue the fiege of Mantua, which
muft otherwife have been turned into a
blockade.

Fifty piGures, among which was the ce-
Icbrated St. Cecilia of Raffaelle, were now
fent from Bologna to Paris, whither thofe
taken from Parma, Milan, and Modena, had
gone before. But, while the republican
General was thus robbing Italy of hef moft .
exquifitc works of art, he took infinite pains
to imprefs Artifts and literary Chara&ers in
his favour, treating them with the utmoft
deference, refpecting and even augmenting
their property, declaring he confidered Men
of Science, whatfoever their country, as Ci-
tizens of France, inviting thofe who were
diffatisfied with their prefent fituation to re-
tire to Paris, promifing them all poffible en-
couragement in that city, and afluring them,
that the French Nation would derive more
plcafure from receiving and cherifhing a dif-
tinguithed Painter, a profound Mathemati-

cian,
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cian, or any other Man eminent in arts and
fciences, thaﬁ from the moft fplendid terri-
torial acquifitions: nay, he actually wrote a
- long letter, exprefiive of thefe fentiments, to
ORriaN1, the great Aftronomer at Milan, re-
quefting him to circulate it’s contents
among the Literati; and thus while other
Rulers were endcavouring to maintain the
empire of force, he fought to eftablith one
by far more powerful, namely, that of opi--
nion. -

Faenza and all Romagna now enlifted with
alacrity under the republican banners, whilg
a column of French Troops pafled the Apen-
nine, and direfted its courfe towards Piftoja,
avowedly with an intention of procecding
through Tufcany to Rome.

The Florentines, who had long indulg~
ed a confident belief that their alliance with
France would fecure them from the inroads
of French Troops, were now ftruck with

aftonifhment and apprehenfion; while the
G4 Mar.
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Marquis MAN¥REDINI went in all hafte to
BuoxaPARTE, reprefenting, ¢ That as the
Neapolitan Troops had juft been refufedapaf-
fage through Tufcany, the French could not
rcafonably demand one:” MANFREDINIs
chief dread, however, feemed to be, that the
Republicans would march through Florence
for the purpofe of exciting a revolt; and
BuoNaPARTE, who rcad his fentiments,
inﬂ:antlj' aflured him, ¢ That although
French Officers might come in fmall num-
bers to Florence, the Privates fhould all go
to Piftoja, and from thence to Siena, by
which means they would avoid the Capital.”

MANFREDINI, deeming the great obje& of
* his miffion accomplithed, was tolerably fa-
tisficd, while BuoNaPARTE, equally judi-
cious, whether acting as a Politician or a
General, had no fooner affembled a fufficient
number of Troops at Piftoja, than he or-
dered a detachment to crofs the Arno at Fu-
cechio; and then, inftead of continuing its

route
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route towards Siena, to march with all pef-
fible rapidity and feize Leghorn : meanwhile
he wrote to the Grand Duke, informing
'him of what was done, and affigning as a
reafon, ¢ That the republican flag had been
infulted in his Royal Highnefs's Port, and
the property of French Merchants violated ;
and that as he, (through the medium of his
Minifter at Paris,) had confeffed his inability
to redrefs thefe grievances, France was com-
pelled to redrefs herfelf; though the con-
du& of her Troops at Leghorn would be
conformable to thofe principles of neutrality
which they were fent to maintain :—and on
this fame day BuoxAPARTE announced to
the Executive Dire€ory his having granted
an armiftice to the Pope, on condition,
¢ That an hundred ftatues, an hundred
bufts, an hundred vafes, an hundred pic-
tures, and five hundred manufcripts, thould
be fcleCted by French Cpmmiﬁ'arics, and
fent to Paris—that twenty-one millions of

French
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French livres thould be paid to the Repub-
lic,- independent of contributions to be lee
vied on Bologna, Ferrara, and Faenza—that
fifteen millions and a half of the above-
named fum fhould be paid in fpecie or in-
gots, five millions within fifteen days, five
more within the following month ; and the
remainder within three months; and that
the other five millions and a half fhould be
paid in merchandize, horfes, &c. whenever
demanded by the French Army—that the
Pope thould immediately fend an Ambaffa-
dor to Paris, in order to obtain from the Ex- -
ecutive Diretory a definitive peace, by mak-
ing reparation for the infults received by
French fubje&s in his dominions, and parti-
cularly for the murder of BassEVILLE—
that the Individuals detained in his territo-
ries for their political opinions thould be im-
mediately liberated—that the Roman Ports
fhould be clofed againft Englith veflels, and
open to thofe of France—and that the lega-

tions
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tions of Bologna and Ferrara, with the cita-
del of Ancona, thould be occupied by French
Troops.” He likewife announced his hay-
" ing granted an armiftice to the King of Na-
ples, whofe Ambaffador, Prince P1GNATEL-
L1 BELMONTE, was atually fet out for Paris
to folicit peace.

On the 27th of June the French entered
Leghorn, and a very few hours previous to
their arrival, every Englifh fhip in the mole,
twenty-three in number, failed for Corfica,
conveying away a confiderable quantity of
merchandize, two hundred and forty oxen,
and moft of the Families belonging to the
Britith Fa&ory: for our Minifter at Flo-
rence,* and opr Conful at Leghorn,¥ who
had beth been indcfatigable in procuring
good intelligence, knew of this fcheme fo
long before it’s execution, that they were
able to apprize the Fadtory of their danger.

# The honourable W. F. WyNDHAM.

+ Joun UbnEev, Efq.

Broxa-
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BuonararTE followcd his Troops on the
29th, and finding that the Tufcan Governor
had aided the departure of the Englifh, and -
was moreover a determined Enemy to
France, fent him under an arreft to Florence,
requiring that he fhould not only be dif-
miffed from his office, but imprifoned ; a de-
mand with which the Tufcan Cabinet was
obliged to comply:—he likewife directed
the French Conful at Leghorn to feize all
the property left there by Britith Merchants,
and then fignified to the Grand Duke his
intention of vifiting Florence. '

It is impoffible to defcribe the alarm pro-
duced by this meflage ; a revolution, it was
faid, would certainly be attempted ; and the
Grand Duke’s Council affuring him, thatin -
fuch a cafe his life could not be fafe, unani-
moufly and ftrongly urged his immediately
abandoning the Capital. This young Prince,
however, with a firmnefs he had never thewn
before, replied; ¢ No—I was born here, and

here
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here I will remain—I can learn to die in

my ftation, but I cannot learn to defert it

and this gallant and wife refolve had fuch
‘an cffe upon the Tufcans, that all defcrip-

tions of People, not abfolutcly bought by

French gold, dctermined to fupport their

Sovereign ; befides which, their eyes were at

length opened to the views of France; and-
now, though too late, did they regret that

all the States of Italy bad not united to re-

fift by force of arms the invafion of an Ene-

my, who, in defiance to the common law of
Nations, fcrupled not to enter the dominions

and feize the Ports of her Allies.

In the midft, however, of this univerfal
conftcrnation, the hofpitable Florentines did
not forget to provide, as far as poffible, for
the fafety of thofe Foreigners who were liv-
ing under their protefion; infomuch, that
we, with other Englith Familics, were de-
fired to retire into the country; while the
few French Emigrants, who were really

ariftocratic,
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ariftocratic, and therefore obnoxious to Re-
publicans, were advifed to remove out of the
Tufcan territories.

On the 30th BuoNAPARTE came to Fla-
rence, accompanied by BERTHIER, and part
of his état major, but no Privates, except
thofe who commonly attended his perfon;
and thefe mounted guard at the Palazzo
Pitti,* while the Tufcan Troops attended
the French General, who was invited to
dine with the Grand Duke.

The entrance of the French into Florence
was orderly ; but the Tufcans received them
without one acclamation; and though the
Officers paraded every ftreet, hoping, no
doubt, to find Partizans who would excite
the People to revolt, not one Tufcan Subjedt
welcomed them with «“ Viva la Republica I”
or even feemed to regard them as Friends,
The Grand Duke, however, received Buo-
NAPARTE with affability untin@ured by

* The royal Refidence.
fear,
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fear, making him magniﬁccnt prcfénts, and
doing the honours of a fplendid table with
apparent eafe and cheerfulnefs ; and though,
during dinner, a French Courier arrived to
announce that the citadel of Milan had fur-
rendered, the Grand Duke was fo far Mafter
of himfelf as to betray no concern at this
news ; but converfed with his Gueft refpect-
ing the BuonararTE Family, (which 1s of
Tufcan origin) and, at the General’s in-
ftance, conferred upon his Uncle the order
of S. Stefano.* In the evening the Duke
accompanied BEUONAPARTE to the theatre,
where the Audience received their Prince
with uncommon plaudits.—¢ You fecm to
reign in the hearts of your Subjeéls, Sir,
(faid the General); but have you always
fuch full houfes as this?” ¢ Ufually a
great deal fuller,” replicd the Duke. Buo-
NAPARTE looked difappointed, and dropped
¥ An odd favour for a republi;an Commander to

folicit.
the
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the fubje®: fo much, however, was he
awed by this Prince’s behaviaur, that inftead
of revolutionizing Florence, which feemed
his original defign, he prefented him, if re-
port fpeak truc, with a lift of the few Trai-
tors who difgraced Tufcany, and even pro-
mifed to evacuate Leghorn whenever the
Englifh fhoul:i quit Corfica. _
I cannot in gratitude forbear to mention
another inftance of his liberality which oc-
curred at this period. The Executive Di-
reCtory had ordcred him not only to feize
the property of Britith Merchants at Leg-
horn, but that of every Britith Subje& in
the Tufcan territories: he anfwered, how-
ever,  That he prefumed the latter part of
this command originatcd from fome mif=
take ; and, therefore, thould forbear to exe-
cate it till he received fuiiirer inftructions:”
meanwhile, he took carc that Britith Tra-
vellers thould be informed of the impending
danger, and gave to onc Englith Family,
(the
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{the only Perfons of our Nation who had at
that time applied to him) a paffport which
cnabled them to travel through his camp, on
their way to England, with perfe fafcty.
He now quitted Florence, whofe Inhabi-
tants hot finding them{clves annoyed by any
further attempts towards a revolution, gra-
dually regained their accuftomed tranquil-
lity; P Leghorn, flourithing under the
mild and equitable government of it’s Duke,
was enraged at falling a prey to France;
and, notwithftanding the orderly behaviour
of the republican Troops, every one of them
would have been maffacred by that part of
the Livornefi called Venetians,* had not
their Sovereign fpoken himfelf to the Leader
of this formidable }3:and, affuring him, the
fafety of Tufcany depended on the treat-
ment received by the French at Leghorn:

* Many thoufands of thefe Pcople lived by work-
ing for the Englith Fa&ory, and thereforc loft their
bread on it’s expulfion from Leghorn.

Vor. L. H and



08 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

and in this point the Grand Duke’s conduct
was prudent ; though he certainly carried
policy too far a few days afterwards, by in-
viting SALICETTI, one of the Regicides, to
dine with him: for, notwithftanding this
Man, by being a principal Commiffary of
the French Army, was high in power, it ill
became the nephew of Lours XVIL to
fhew him any voluntary mark of favour.

SALI1CETTI, however, refufed the invitation.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Florence, Oétober 1796.

WILL now rcturn to the tranfactions
in the north of Italy.

The reduction of the citadel of Milan not
only confolidated BuoNAPARTE’s conquefts
in that quarter, but likewife furnithed him
with abundance of ufeful ftores for carrying
on the fiege of Mantua; neverthelefs, as
Wurmser had re-affembled in the Tyrol
the wrecks of BEAvLIEU’s Army, and alfo
received confiderable rcinforcements while
the French General was engroffed by his ex-
peditions to Bologna and Leghorn, and as
the latter had neceflarily weakened his
Forces by placing Garrifons in conquered
Cities, hope once more hegan to revive the

aniftocratic Party ; infomuch, that a revolt

H2 was
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was cxcited in Romagna, and fo obftinately
perfifted in, that a great deal of blood was
fpilt on both fides; till, at length, the French
army, exafpcrated by long refiftance, facked
the town of Lugo, maflacred every Man
who was found with arms in his hands, and,
by this a& of feverity, put an end to the in-
furre&ion.

Soldicrs were now raifed in Lombardy and
Cifpadana, to recruit the republican columns,
. and the fiege of Mantua carried on with fuch
vigour as to promife a fpeedy reduétion of
that fortrefs, which was, indeed, fummoned
to furrendcer; but the Commandant anfwer-
ed, “ That he refolved to defend himfelf to
the laft cxtremity ;” while WuRMsER, pro-
fiting by contincal reinforcements, and de-
termined, if poflible, to relieve the City,
attacked MassenA's divifion with a fupe-
rior force, and cohpellcd him to evacuate
the important poft of Corona ; while a co-
lumn of 15,000 Auftrians furprizcd and

drove



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1798. 10}

drove General SorET from Salo, forcing
General Guieux with 600 men to feek re-
fuge in a large building of that town, from
whence, however, they in vain attempted to
diflodge him: leaving, thercfore, a part of
their force to furround his retreat, the reft
fuddenly defcended upon Brefcia, where
they again furprized the Republicans, taking
a confiderable number of prifoners, among
whom were two Generals, with feveral fick
and wounded Officers, and at the fame time
?.dvancing upon the rear of their adverfaries
and compelling them. to evacuate Verona
and Porta Legnano.

Mecanwhile BuoNAPARTE, fecing how
much the Auftrian Army now furpafled his
own in point of numbers, and confidering
that it’s prefent fuccefs would naturally in-
flame it’s courage, began to apprehend that
his Troops might foon be completely over-
powered, and all his fplendid conquefts
wrefted from him; in fhort, he found (to

Hs3s ufe
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ufe his own words) that nothing but the
adoption of a bold and vaft plan could again
turn the tide of victory in his favour.

The Enemy had fo manceuvred as to
place his Army between two columns of
their’s, whofe united ftrength he could not
hope to refift; the great objed, therefore,
was to attack them feparately; and by mak-
ing a fudden retreat, he thought it poflible
to furround and difcomfit one of thefc co-
lumns at Brefcia, and then, returning by
the Mincio, to attack the other, led by
WURMSER, and compel it to fall back into
the Tyrol. But, in order to accomplifh this
plan, it would be neceffary to raifc the fiege
of Mantua, which was on the very point of
capitulating, (as it had not the means of re-
fifting fix hours longer) and alfo to repafs the
Mincio fo rapidly as to avoid being hemmed
in by the Auftrians. The fiege of Mantua
was accordingly raifed, and the French Co-
lumns ordered to repafs the Mincio, which

they
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they cffe@ted without difficulty. Salo was
then attacked and retaken; General Guieux,
who had defended himfelf forty-eight hours
without tafting food, fet at liberty, an obfti-
natc combat fought before Loonado, and the
Imperialifts defeated, while Brefcia was'again
occupicd by French Troops, whofe maga-
zines and fick comrades the cnemy had not
found time to remove. It now remained to
attack WurMsER, but that General began
the battle by furrounding Massexa’s ad-
vanced guard ; and hoping to do the fame
by the whole French Army, cxtended his
linc fo much, that BuoNAPARTE cafily
threw him into confufion, difperfed his
Troops, took twenty field-pieces, killed and
wounded between two and three thoufand
Auftrians, made four thoufand prifoncrs.
among whom were threc Generals, and ob-
tained pofleflion of Caftiglione and Lonado
But the fate of Italy was not yet decided.
for no fooncr had the fiege of Mantua bees
I raife.d



104 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

raifed than it's Garrifon deftroyed the French
works before that City, took pofleffion of an
hundred and forty picces of cannon, which
the rapidity of BuoNAPARTE's motions had
conftrained him to abandon, and fupplied
themfelves with a confiderable ftore of pro-
vifions: while WurMsER, after aflembling
his fcattered Troops, and drawing reinforce-
ments from Mantua, {till found himfelf at
the head of a powerful Army, infomuch
that BvoNAPARTE thought it requifite to
oppoic him with his whole ftrength; and,
after dircéting all his divifions to colleét to-
gether {or this purpofz, went himfelf to Lo-
nado, in order to fec how many Men might
be fpared from that fortrefs: but great was
his furprize, on entering the gates, to hear,
that a Herald had juft fummoiied the Com-
niandant to furrender to a large column of
Auftrians, by whom the place was invefted.
Bro~aprarTE immediately guefled that this
;puﬂ: be a column of WURMSER's Army,

which
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which had fled during the late battle, and
was now rcturning to join it’s Leader; he
likewifc knew that the garrifon of Lonado,
(barely twelve hundred ftrong) could not re-
fit this column, but was, together with
himfelf, in imminent danger of being cap-
tured. He did not, however, hefitatc a mo-
ment as to what was propcr to be done;
but, ordering the Herald into his prefence;
s¢ Take off the bandage from that Soldicr’s
eyes, (cried he) and lct him behold Buona-
PARTE and his éfat-major, encircled by the
brave republican Forces. If the Imperialifts
wifh to make us prifoners, they have only
to advance; but bid your Officers beware
(continucd the General, how they offer me
a perfonal infult ; they ought to have known
tlic main-body of my army was ftationed
here, and that I, therefore, could not be ab-
fent; and if within cight minutes they do
not ground their arms, no mercy fhall be

thewn
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thewn to any of them.” This fpeech was
followed by an order for the Grenadiers to
prepare for battle : meanwhile, the Herald
looked all aftonifhment at feeing Buona-
PARTE, and had fcarcely delivered his mef-
fage to the Auftrian Commanders before
the whole column, confifting of four thou-
fand foot, fifty horfe, with two field-pieces,
furrendered at difcretion.

Thus extricated from his dilemma, Bvo-
NAPARTE haftened to make another attack
upon WUuRMSER, over whom he gained a
fecond vi&tory, fo decifive, that the Impe-
nialifts were completely routed; in fhort,
during lefs than a weck, they loft feventy
ﬁcld-f;icccs, all their baggage, and ncar
twenty thoufand men, including killed,
wounded and prifoners.  But thefc import-
ant, and almoft unlooked-for advantages,
were purchafed by fuch extreme fatigue,
both of mind and body, to the French Com-

mander
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mander in chicf, that he never laid down to
fleep, and was fcarcely off his horfe one mo-
ment for eight fucceffive days and nights.
The effe& of this laft victory was the re-
treat of WurRMsER to Roveredo, and the
refumption of the ficge of Mantua; but, as
the laft-named General received continual
fuccours from the Tyrol, and was, befides,
in a country more cafily defended than moft
others of Europe, he flattered himfelf with
hopes of revenging his late defeats, and ftill
prcferving Mantua : he had, however, but
little time to recruit ; for BtoNaPARTE, af-
ter re-poflefling himfelf of all his former
pofts, making an exchange of prifoners, and
thereby recovering thc Troops who were
taken by his Opponents during their tran-
fient fuccefles, dclayed not a moment to
pafs the Adige and follow the Auftrian Ar-
my, which (after gaining flight advantages)
he refolved to attack in the almoft impreg-
nable defiles of Marco, and the intrenched

camp
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camp of Mori. This refolution was executed .
at day-break, and, after a long and obftinate
refiftance, both pofts were carried, and the
Encmy put to flight, chiefly owing to the
determined  bravery of General Dusors,
who rcccived three mortal wounds 1n this
hard-fought combat, and, while dying, ex-
claimed: “ I fall for the Republic—may I
only live to hear her vi&toryis complete!” But
fuch, indeed, was the enthufiaftic patriotifm
with which BvoxararTE had infpired his
Followers, that inftances like this were by
no means uncommon,

The flying Auftrians were now purfucd
to Roveredo, and, being fpecdily conftrained
to abandon that town, retreated towards
Trent, preparing to defend themfclves in a
pofition which muft have proved impregna-
ble (and covered the laft named City), had
they been allowed a few hours to fortify it .
but-BuONAPARTE, aware that the fruits of
his victory would be loft, if the enemy were

not inftantly re-attacked, pointed this out to
his
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his' Troops, who, in {fpitc of cxceflive fa-
tiguc, cheerfully renewed the action; and
after another fevere conteft, which conti-
nucd till the clofe of day, WurrMsER wasa
fccond timic defecated; while this battle,
onc of the moft important ever fought by
Buoxarartic, made him Maiter of Trent,
and the paflcs leading to Vienna.  After fct-
tling the new movernment of Trent, he im-
mediatcly purfued WuerMseRr, who had re-
treated towards Bolzano, and who, notwith-
ftanding perpetual defeats, and the lofs of
four thoufand Men in killed, wounded, Pn-
foners, and Deferters, befides thirty pieces of
cannon, a confiderable number of baggage-
waggons, and fuur hundred horfes, fince he
tock refuge in the Tyrol, ftill defended him-
felf with fuch judyment and bravery as
commanded the refpet of his Opponents,
and merited the praite of all Europe. Mever-
theless, in the battle of Baflano, he only juit

aped

,.
€l1Ce
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cfcaped being tuken ; and finding that Army
which, but a month before, threatened to
drive the French out of Italy, now reduced
to lefs than ten thoufund Men, he had no-
thing lcft but to throw himfelf into Mantua.
Broxarartr, however, took meafures to
prevent the accomplifhment of this plan;
but, owing to want of {kill, or want of in-
tegrity in his Officers, it was neverthelefs ef-
fected, though the four days which fucceed-
ed the battle of Baflano were only continued
feries of combats; and if a fleet and well
difciplined pack of hounds purfuing an old,
fagacious, and fierce wild-boar, may ever be
compared with propricty to the operations
of war, it is in this inftance indeed, had
BuovapraRrRTE's orders been properly execut-
ed, WurMsER would have been made a pri-
foner and Mantua taken ; whereas now, the
Garrifon of that City, animated by the pre-
fence of 1t's General, and reinforced by the

remnant
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remnant of his Troops, was likely to hold
out till another Army could be collected for
it’s refcue.

At this period, however (September 1796),
the affairs of France were in a very flourith-
ing fituation; Spain having concluded an
offenfive and defenfive treaty of alliance
with her; Naples* and Parma a peace; and
the Pope an armiftice, which threw him
entirely into her power ; while Tufcan)'f fub-
mitted to her requifitions, and all the north
of Italy (Mantua excepted) was abfolutely
fubdued. Corfica alone remained faithful
to the Allies; and BuoNaAPARTE, by cfta-
blithing a correfpondence between his Emif-
faries there, and at Leghorn, put affairs into
fuch a pofture, that England judged it pru-
dent to rclinquifh her newly acquired king-
dom, of which the French Commiffary, Sa-
LICETTI, took poflcflion during the prefent

* The King of Naples bound himfelf by the fecret
articles of this peace to pay France a large fum of
money. | .-

o month
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month of O¢tober—and as Genoa had been
compelled to fhut her ports againit the
Englifh ; as Leghorn and Civita-Vecchia no
longer dared to admit their veffcls; and Na-
ples, according to treaty, could only receive
four at once, BuoNAPARTE now flattered
himfclf the Mediterranean trade would be
totally loft to Great Britain, and henceforth
prove a conftant fource of riches to the town
of Marfcilles. Italy, too, was a minc replete
-with wealth; and while the major part of
her Citizens, dazzled by fpecious promifcé,
and fafcinated by a phantom falfely called
Liberty, were blind to the real intentions of
their Conquerar, he, though naturally envel-
loped with referve, was led by a pretty Wo-
rin o betray thofe iatentions very plainly ;
for as '.¢ was dining at Milan with a large
comrany of Italian Ladies, one of them ven-
tured to afk, « What he defigncd doing
with Italy :” He made no reply—again fhe
afiied the fame queftion—he {till was filent
—but-
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—but, on it's being repeated a third time,
called for a lemon, cut it in two, fquecezed
" all the juice out of one-half; threw it away ;
then fqucczed the juice out of the other
half, and threw that away likewife. Thus
was the Lady anfwered ; but this expreflive
hint did not open the eyes of the Cifalpini,
though Milan had already been compelled
to furnith the French Republic with twelve
hundred thoufand gold fequins, befides im-
menfe quantitics of military ftores.

Vor. L. 1 LETTER
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LETTER VL

Naples, March 1797.
OWARDS the end of O&ober 1796,

we quitted Florence. and went to pafs
our winter at Rome; where the tranfac-
tions were fo intercfting, that I fhall venture
to detail them at length; firft mentioning,
however, “that while France experienced a
reverfe of fortune in the north of Italy, the
People of Milan, Bologna, and Ferrara, re-
mained faithful to her caufe, though urged
by her Pricfts to revolt; but thc Pope no
fooner hcard that the ficge of Mantua had
been raifed, and the French Garrifon at Fer-
rara withdrawn to aid BuoNAPARTE, than
he difpatched a Vice-Legate to take poffef-
fion of that City, though this procceding
cpenly violated the Armiftice; the Legate,

however,
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however, was fuffered to enter without op=
pofition; but, upon his replacing the epif-
copal arms over the Palazzo publico, a riot
enfucd, and the arms of the French Repub- '
lic were fubftituted for thofe of his Holi-
nefs; while the news of BUONAPARTE's
frefh fuccefles foon induced the ecclefiaftical
Deputy to términate his miffion, and go
. back to Rome. Mecanwhile the Roman
Populace, decidedly inimical to France, and
indignant at their Sovercign’s dear-bought
armiftice, no fooner heard the ficge of Man-
tua had been raifed, than ftyling themfelves
Sangue di Troja, and {wearing by all their
Saints that not a fingle ftatuc or picture
fhould be fent to Paris, they infulted, and
nearly murdered the French Commiflaries
employed in fcledting the above-named
works of art. This outrage was, of courfe,
complained of;; and the Pope declared him- ]
felf ready to I'Puniﬂl the Offenders; but, as -

T2 Madonnas
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Madonnas were feen to move their eyes,* and
miracles on miracles fucceeded each other,
he was, according to fome authoritics, con-
ftrained, as a proof of his fincerity, to difmifs
his Secretary of State, Cardinal ZELADA,
faid to be an Enemy to France, and appoint,
in his ftead, Cardinal Busca, the tool of the '
Spanifh Minifter, AzzaRa, and therefore a
Friend to democracy. Other authorities,
however, ftated, that ZELADA (alike difap-
proving the conclufion of the armiftice and
it's violation afterwards) had voluntarily re-
figned; but, be this as it may, the Pope
feemed to lofe much by the change; as,
from the moment when ZELADA retired,
every act of the Papacy tended to accelerate
it’s downfall.

Shortly after thefe events had taken place,
GarrAv and SALICETTI prefented to his

~ * Thisis fuppofed to be a manifeftation of the blefl~
ed Virgin’s grace and favour to the Romans.

Holinefs
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Holinefs fixty-four conditions of peace, many
of which were fo humiliating, and at the
fame time fo deftru@ive to the Roman Ca-
tholic religion, that he dcclared himfelf -
bound in confcience to reje& them. The
French Commiflaries replied, ¢ That they
mutt all be accepted to their full extent, or
_*all refufed:” in confequence of which the
Pontiff not only fufpended the treaty, and
endeavoured to procure better terms through
-the mediation of Spain, but held back the
contributions, ftatues, &c. ftill due to France
by virtue of the armuftice, at the fame timie
calling upon Naples for protection, (which
his Sicilian Majefty promifed to grant),* im-
pofing heavy taxes for the purpofe of levy-
ing and maintaining Troops, and accepting

the offers made by Princes CoLoNNA and

* The King of Naples, however, behaved moft dif-
honourably, by pretending to have made verbal terms
with the French Direory in favour of Rome, when
he had entirely negleted her intereft.

I3 GrusTi-
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GIUSTINIANI to raife regiments. But
though France had propofed terms which
the Court of Rome was certainly juftified in-. -
rejecting, recent occurrences did not en-
courage a violation of the armiftice, as the
Duke of Modena, from a fimilar condu&,
had been condemned to lofe his dominions
and fee them united to the Legations of Bo-
logna and Ferrara: but his Holinefs flattered
himfelf another Auftrian Army would try ta
relieve Mantua; and, while that fortrefs
held out, conceived 1t impoffible for the
French to feize Rome.* Great preparations

Lowever, were apparcntly made for defence ;

* At this period we vifited the public Mufeums,
and had the mortification to find many of the moft
cclebrated ftatues packed up; while the poor Cuffod:
who attended us fhed tcars on our enquiring for the
dving Gladiator. ¢ Alas!” cried he, pointing to a
large packing-cafe, ¢ it is there, prepared for it’s jour-
ney. His Holinefs, however, tells the Workmen to
be as long in making one of thefe cafes now, as they
vfed to be in making a thoufand ; but the times are
awful, and what may prove the fate of Rome we
know not.”

Soldiers
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Soldiers being raifed in every province, and
Recruits daily marched into the capital;
while every Roman Nobleman paraded up
and down the Corfo, decked with warlike
accoutrements, and every Peafant fancied
himfelf, in point of courage, a feccond Ca-
millus.

Had the Church feized this moment to
fan the flame of patriotifm which glowed
in the breafts of her Subjeds; had fhe once
‘more publifhed a general crufade, terming
the defence of Italy a holy war againit In-
fidels, who not only threatencd to deftroy the
chair of St. Peter, but trample under foot
the Chriftian crofs, not BtoNaAPARTE him-
felf, Hero as he is, could have combated the
united force of all the Roman Catholic
Princes: but Prus VI. timid from age, and
impolitic from following the advice of his
weak and avaricious Nephew, Duke Bras-
cHI, foon betrayed a want of proper fteadi-
nefs; and when the Colonna regiment, ac-

It tually
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tually three thoufand ftrong, and the Civic
Guard, reputed to confift of fourteen thou=
fand Roman Citizens, went ta have their
fwords and banners blefled by their Sove-
reign in the Piaszo di S. Pietro, where all
Rome affembled to view the ceremony, his
Holinefs, as if apprehenfive that his bleffing
would be of no avail, fent Depaties to con-
fer it: thus difappointing every Spe&ator,
and damping the ardour of h's fuperftitious

Soldiers, by leading thom to fuppofe their

‘weapons, deftitute of his perfonal apoftolic

benediction, might not prove invincible:
nay more, though the Emperor was fecretly
{olicited to protect the Papal Chair with his
Armies, and fend his Officers to difcipline
and command the newly raifed ecclefiattical
Troops, thoufands of Recruits, who had re-
cently marched into Rome, were now or-
dered back to their refpe@ive provinces and.
di b'nded: but, notwithftanding this, the
principal conditions of the armiftice were

ftill
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ftill unfulfilled, and no meafures taken to
procure a permanent peacc; though when
Britith fhips attempted coming into Roman
Ports, they were fired upoh in compliance
with the armiftice; and yet his Holinefs
fcrupled not to profefs himfelf the Ally of
England.

But while the conduét of the Papal Go-
vernment was thus weak and contradictory,
that of the Auftrian Cabinet was wife and
energetic ; for, no fooner had WurMSsER
been compelled to feek refuge in Mantua,
than a grand effort was made to relieve him,
and fo many Troops rapidly colle&ted, and
even fent in poft-carriages, from every quar-
ter of the Imperial dominions, thatan Army
of above forty thoufand men, commanded
by General p’ArLvinzi, and raifed as it
were by magic, once more gave Buona-
PARTE caufe to tremble left Victory thould
at length defert hisftandard. Thefe Forces,
far morc numerous than his own, arrived

-about
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about the middle of November in the neigh-
bourhood of Verona, whither he immedi-
ately marched; and having thrown a bridge
of boats over the Adige, under cover of
night, he paflcd that river at day-brcak next
morning, with two columns of his Army,
(thc onc commanded by Massexa, the
other by AUGEREAU), hoping to fall unex-
peétedly on the flank and rear of his Op-
ponents, and thercby poflefs himfelf of their
magazines and artillery-park. D’Arvinzi,
however, procured intclligence of this plan
time enough to poft a ftrong body of Troops
in the Village of Arcola, which commanded
the only bridge over a Canal it was neceflary
for the French to crofs before they could
accomplifh their purpofe.  This Village, re-
markably ftrong in point of fituation, from
being furrounded with bogs and dikes, was
vigoroufly attacked by the republican Ad-
vanced Guard under AUGEREAU; but it’s
Defenders kept up fo terrible and inceffant a

fire
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fire that the Affailants gave way, although
Generals VErRDIER, Box, VERNE, and
LasxEs, repeatedly led them back to the
affault, till all thefe officers were compelled
by dangerous wounds to quit the field of
ation. In vain did AvcEREAU (knowing
the hazard of delay), grafp a ftandard, carry
it to the bridge, and wait there feveral mi-
nutes amidft a fhower of bulletsand cannon-
balls, exhorting his Soldiers to follow him :
in vain, too, did BuoNAPARTE, with the
whole état major, ruth forward, call upon
his Grenadiers to remember the battle of
Lodi, difmount from his horfe, grafp an-
other ftandard, and advance to the bridge,
crying, * Follow your General;” for al-
though his example produced a momentary
effe&®; he was quickly thrown down, one of
his gidcs-dc-camp killed, and moft of the
etat ;zzajor wounded. This®obftinate combat
lafted an entire day ; but, at night, General
Guiepx, who had been ordered to crofs the

Adige
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Adige by means of a diftant ferry, and then
march to ftorm the Village in rear, fuc-
ceeded, taking four pieccs of cannon, and
feveral Prifoners; though, before morning,
the approach of p’ALVINZI's whole Army
compelled GU1EUX to abandon his conqueft,
With the dawn p’Arvinzr (who, during
the brave refiftance made on the preceding
day by his Troops at Arcola, had found time
to prepare for a general engagcmcnt), at-
tackecd BuoNAPARTE at all points. Mas-
sexA’s divifion, however, which was fta-
tioned on the left, repelled the Aufirians
with advantagc, as did a column under Ro-
BERT; but AUGEREAU, who was ftationed
on the right, and once more affailed Arcola,
proved again unfuccefsful. On the follow-
ing night BuoNAPARTE threw a bridge over
the Canal which had fo long impeded his
progrefs ; but, n&xt morning, D’ALVINZI
attacked the centre of the republican Army
with fuch impetuofity, that it muft have been

’ defeated
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defeated had not General GARDANNE, who
was placed in ambufcade, fallen upon the
flank of the Auftrians, and made a drcadful
carnage : meanwhile BuoNAPARTE, feeing
AUGEREAU a third time repulfed at Arcola,
ordercd the Captain of his Guides, with
twenty-five chofen Men, to make a large
circuit, and then fuddenly advance full gal-
lop on the Encmy’s rear, founding feveral
trumpets. This manceuvre fucceeded ; for
the Auftrians, being intimidated, gave way ;
AUGEREAU took advantage of their confu-
fion ; and a column of eight or nine hun-
dred Men, who had likewife been difpatched
to fall upon their rear, routed them com-
pletely, while Massexa marched into Ar-
cola, of which he caiily took poflcflion, and
then joined in purfuing his difcomfited Ad-
verfaries till night compelled him to defift.

 The Auftrians loft, in thefe three fuccef-
five actions, from eight to ten thoufand Men,
in killed, wounded, and prifoners, with near

twenty
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twenty picces of cannon: but the viGory
coft BuoNAPARTE dear, two of his Aides+
de-camp (to both of whom he was much
attached) being killed, three Generals killed
likewife, and five wounded, while his left
wing was put to flight at Rivoli. This dif-
grace, however, he quickly wiped away by
another victory; at the fame time fhutting
out p’ALVINZI from all the approaches to
Mantua, though his Forces ftill remained
formidable; and the Venetians, notwith-
ftanding their profefled ncutrality, did every
thing in their power to affift him.*

About

* Immediately after this bloody battle of Arcola,
BuoNaPARTE wrote a letter to his Friend General
CLARKE, from the contents of which it feems that
Fnvy had already pointed againft the honour of the
Corfican Ilcro thofe attacks which, judging from ap-
pearances, at length drove him to take refuge in
Lgypt, and deprived France of her ftrongeft fupport.
The fubftance of the letter was as follows :

¢ Your Nephew, Errior, has fallen in the field.
This Youth was familiar with war, often led Columns
to the affiult, and promifed to become a diftinguithed

Officer :
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About this period BUuONAPARTE inter-
cepted a letter from the Emperor to WurM-
SER, by which it appcared, that Mantua was
reduced to the laft cxtrcmit_y, the Garrifon
being compelled to live upon horfe-fleth ;
in confequence of which new exertions were
making at Vienna, and all the Imperial fron-
tiers difarmed, that large reinforcements
might once more be fent in poft-carriages to
p’Arvixzi. The French Commander,

therefore, decming it prudent, before thefe

Officer: he dicd glorioufly, in face of his Encmies,
without fuffering one moments pain—and where is
the thinking man who, (vexed by the viciffitudes of
human life,) would not gladly efcape, by fuch a death,
from a world frequently defpicable f—Where, indeed,
is the Soldier in my Armv who has not repeatedly
wifhed to be thus theltcred from the ftings of Envy,
Calumny, and other odious paflions, which tvo often
feem to influence the condu& of Mankind
After this battle, likewifc, the General wrote to the
Wifc of his other Aide-de-Camp, MurIrox, enume-
rating the virtues of the Deccalcd, lamenting his own
private lofs and that of the Public, and offering to the
young Widow (who was pregnant) every confolation
which his purfe and intcreft could procure.
fuccours
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fuccours fhould arrive, to awe the Court of
Rome into an acceptance of whatever terms
of peace he might choofe to impofe, and
having, moreover, a negociation to carry on
with Florence, which his ncar approach to
that City was likely to help forward,* march-
ed to Bologna with a moveable column of
two thoufand men, which, owing to his ju-
dicious management, was quickly magni-
fied by fame into five times that number :
and letters were actually written from Bo-
logna to Rome, ftating, < That ten thou-
fand French Troops had entcred the former
City, and that ten thoufand more were
following, with an intention to deftroy the
Papacy.” Such, however, was the infatua-
tion of the Romans, that thefe letters were

* This negociation terminated in the Grand Duke’s
paying eight hundred thoufand French livres as an}in-
demnification for the expenfes of the French Garrifon
at Leghorn ; and in a promifc from BuoxNAPARTE to
withdraw that Garrifon on condition that twelve hun-

dred thoufand livres more thould be paid by Tufcany
to the French Republic.

difregarded,
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difregarded, while the public mind feemed
totally engrofled by the proceedings. of
D’'ALVINZI'S Army, and the arrival of the
Auftrian General CoLr1, who was fent for
by the Pope, under a promife of being placed
at the head of ecighteen thoufand effective
Troops, though he did not find one-third of
that number in all the ecclefiaftical domi-
nions.

No fooner had BuoNAPARTE reached Bo-
logna than p’ALvinzi, whofe Forces once
more amounted to forty thoufand Men, pro-
fiting by the abfence of his invincible Op-
ponent, prepared to make a general attack
upon the republican Troops near Verona,
while, by fupetiority of numbers, he actually
routed AUGEREAU’s divifion at Bevilaqua.
BuoxAPARTE, therefore, found it requifite
to haften back with his moveable column,
which he fent, by forced marches, to aid
AUGEREAU, going himfelf to Verona, where
he arrived at the moment when the Enemy

Vor. L. K was
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was making a formidable attack upon the
divifion commanded by MasseNa, which at
firft gave way, though afterwards the Auf-
trians were repulfed with lofs. Next morn-
ing it appcared, from p’ALVINZI'S ma-
noeuvres, that he purpofed opening himfelf
a paffage to Mantua by Rivoli, where the
French lines were weak: BUONAPARTE,
therefore, fet out poft for the laft-named
place, ordering all the Troops he could
fparc from other quarters to follow him:
but, on arriving at Rivoli, he had the mor-
tification to find his force, when united,
would not be equal in numbers to that of
the Imperialifts, who occupied, moreover, a
very advantagcous pofition. At this critical
moment, (as I hecard from what feemed
good authority) while he was fitting in his
tent, reckoning a large fum of money, and
waiting for day-break, when his Troops ex-
pected to be attacked, an Auftrian Officer en-
tered, ftaid a fhort time,and then difappeared ;

the
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the money difapp'carcd likewife; while Buo-
NAPARTE told his Comrades, ¢ That Italy
was vanquifhed, and Mantua theirs.”” But,
be this ftory true or falfe, an obftinate battle,
.which lafted two days, immediatcly enfued,
though France at length proved completely
viGorious; while the fruits of this conteft
were thirteen thoufand prifoners, and p’AL- '
vixzI himfelf narrowly cfcaped being taken.
Another divifion of Auftrians however, com-
manded by General ProvERa, croffed the
Adige at Anguiari, and, after two fharp ac-
tions with the Republicans who guarded that
paflage, proceeded, under the veil of night,
towards Mantua, and had juft rcached it’s
Fauxbourgs, when BuoNAPARTE came up
with them at La Favorita, and a freth com-
‘bat enfued, in which ProvERrA and all his
Troops, amounting to fix thoufand Men,
were taken, whilc a convoy of corn and cat-
tle, with which he defigned to fupply Man-
tua, fcll inte the hands of the Viétors, and

K2 WuRrM-
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WURMSER, who made a fally during the
engagement, was forced to return precipi-
tately, lcaving four hundred Men behind
him.

Thus was p’ALvinzi’s fecond Army de-
ftroyed, and the fate of Mantua at length
decided, while BuoNAPARTE, from the 8th
to the 16th of January, took twenty thou-
fand prifoners, forty-four ficld-pieces, an
immenfe quantity of baggage, and all the
battalions of Vienna-Volunteers, with their
colours, embroidered by the Emprefs.

Thefe events produced at Rome fome de-
gree of confternation, which was augmented
by frefh accounts from Bologna, ftating,
“ That a formidable French Army, with a
large number of cannon, had a&ually pafled
that City on it’s route to Ancona:” and
fcarcely was this news circulated, before a
letter arrived by way of Florence, (being
fent by BuoNAPARTE to the French Mini-
fter there) containing an account of the fur-

render
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render of Mantua. The Ariftocrats flattéred
themfelves the letter was a forgery, while
the Conclave iffued a paper denying that
Mantua had fallen; but, notwithftanding
this, Duke Brascu1 feemed alarmed, and
his Lady unceafingly teized the Pope with
¢ Salvateci, Padre! falvateci fanto Padre I”
Still, however, the generality of Pecople re-
mained tranquil, endeavouring to find com-
fort in a report which was induftrioufly
fpread, of fome Roman Troops near Imola
having repulfed the French.

Meantime BuoNAPARTE, to whom Man-
tua had really fubmitted on the 2d of Fe-
bruary, iffued, on the 3d, a proclamation
fignifying, ¢ That as the armiftice with
Rome had been repcatedly violated by the
Pope, the French were about to enter his
territories; though, faithful to the prin-
ciples they profefled, they would refpect the
religion and the Pcople of the country;
and, carrying a fword in onc hand, and an

K3 ~ olive-
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olive-branch in the other, give peace and
protection to the towns and villages which
received them as Friends; while thofe who
madly oppofed Soldicrs whofc prowefs had,
in fix months, deftroyed five Auftrian Ar-
mics, would draw upon themfelves all the
horrors incident to war—That the Romifh
Clergy fhould continue to enjoy their pre-
fent rank and emoluments, provided they
acted in conformity with the precepts of the
Gofpcl; but, if they tranfzrefed thofe pre-
cepts, that they fhould become amenable to
military law, and even receive more rigorous
chaftifement than Seculars.”

His Holinefs's Forces were now haftily af-
fembled, and fent, under General CoLLI’s
command, to protc& the Campania of
Roeme; but thefe Forces did not amount
to {ix thoufand Men, though above thirty
thoufand had been enlifted, and a large fum
of money icvied for their fupport : in vain,
therefore, did this handful of raw Troops

endeavour
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~ endeavour to oppofe a ftrong Army of Ve-
terans. Fourteen field-pieces (being all his
‘Holinefs poffefled) were taken on the banks
Qf the Senio; after which, the French at-
tacked Faenza: this place made a thow of
;'cﬁﬁancc, but, being deferted by all it’s mi-
litary and ecclefiaftical Officers, was fpcedily
fubdued; while BuoxaPaARTE, inftcad of
pillaging the town, fent fifty Romans, whom
he had made prifoners, to reprefent to it's
Inhabitants the danger of oppofing fupcrior
power: he likewife affembled the Pricfts,
giving them the fame leflon, and fending
them to advife the People of other towns to
open their gates.

By methods fuch as thefe he quickly be-
came Mafter of all Romagna, the Duchy of
Urbino, and the whole diftri¢t of Ancona ;
though the cclebrated treafures of Loretto
were in part faved by General CoLwr; but,
as he did not think it worth while to carry
off the famous Madonna, fhe, with feveral

K4 relicks,
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rclicks, was fent to Paris.*  Perugia and all
Umbria likewifc fubmitted to France; whofe
Troops, mecting with no further oppofition, :
advanced rapidly towards Rome. *This hi-
therto deluded City was now feized with an
univerfal panic, to calm which, howgver,
we were told, on the morning of the 10th
of February, ¢ That the Romans had gain-
ed a fecond victory near Ancona;” but, ere -
night, it was too clear that the Officers had
fled to a Man, and the Privates thrown
down their arms; that the French Forces
were not above forty leagues diftant, that
the Pope and Cardinals had refolved to ab-
{fcond during the dead of night; and that,
on their departure, a general pillage would
be attempted by the Inhabitants of Trafte-
vere, whofe ferocity was too well known

not to be greatly feared: and, to encreafe

* BuoNAPARTE informed the DireQory that he
found at Loretto the value of three millions of Zivres-
tournois, in plate, &c.

the
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the alarm which this intelligence naturally
produced, orders were iffued by Govern-
ment, that no beaft of burden thould be fuf-
fered to quit the City without permiffion -
from the Poft-Mafter.

Mr. GravEs (a Gentleman who acted as
Englith Minifter) now haftened to the Se-
cretary of State, requefting horfes and pafl-
ports for his Countrymen, but had the mor-
tification to receive for anfwer, * That, dur-
ing the next twcn.ty-four hours, no beaft of
burden would be fuffcred to quit Rome.”

Fhus compelled to abide the threatening
tempeft, 1 direCted my fteps towards St.
Peter’s, withing to fee, perhaps for the laft
time, that beautiful and majeftic edifice. On
my way I overtook droves of mules and horfes
* proceeding towards the Caftle of St. Angelo,
at the gates of which fortrefs ftood carriages
guarded by cannon, and laden, as the Sol-
diers faid, with the treafures of Loretto,
which his Holinefs was going to fend to

Terracina.
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Terracina. Crowds of Romans ftood gazing
at this fight, though not a fyllable was
fpoken, fufpenfe and fear having tied every
tongue; while St. Peter’s exhibited altars
wholly deferted, except by a dozen terrified
Pricfts whifpering in couples to each other,
and as many Females praying with looks of
fear and defpondency. In this tremendous
. pofture of affairs it was impofiible to think
of fleep; I, thercfore, entrcated the favour
of Mr. Graves to inform me, hour by
hour, of the events of the -approaching
night ; and at two in the morning he kindly
fent me word, ¢ That.upwards of twelve
thonfand People had aflfembled round the
Vatican, declaring, they would murder all
the Sacred College, not fparing even the
Pope himfelf, if any one of it’s Members at-
tempted to defert Rome; confequently, they
had relinquifhed every idea of flight, and re-
folved that Duke Brascu1, with other De-
- puties, thould immediately go to Buona-
PARTE
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PARTE and implore peace.” The threats of
the People, however, though feconded by
the Civic-Guard, would not have prevented
his Holinefs from abfconding privately, had
not two Englith Gentlemen arrived with
letters from General Corirr, and infifted
upon dclivering them irto the Popc'’s own
hands, which, wirk great difficulty, they ac-
complifhed. Thefe letters were to fay, “That
his Holinefs might remain with fafety in his
Capital, and fhould certainly have fome
days notice in cafe his removal were to be-
come neccflary.” The Pope, on reading
thefe letters, abfolutely danced with joy, and
fent orders to difmifs his travelling-carriage,
which had been in waiting five hours.

But to return to Mr. GRAVEs; this Gen-
tleman, whofc conduét was exemplary, as
he negleced his own private intereft to pre-'
ferve the property and enfure the fafety of
his Fellow-Subjes, now obtained horfes
and paflports for all the Englith who chofe

to



140 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

to lcave Rome ; my Family was among this
number; and we had not travelled many
miles on the Naples road, before we over-
took above fifty carriages laden with bars of
gold and filver, Spanifh dollars, and precious
ftones, to the amount, it was faid, of two
millions fterling, and not the trcafures of
Loretto, as had been given out, but thofc of
his Holinefs and Duke BrascHI ; if money
levied, in the firft inftance, to ftop France
from annihilating the Papacy, and, in the
next, to raife Troops for the defence of
Rome, could be fo denominated. This trea=
fure accompanied us to Terracina, from
'j whenee it would have been embarked for
Malta, had not BuoNAPARTE's mandate
arrefted it's progrefs. The Pope now wrote

to that General as follows :

“ Dear Son, health and apoftolic benediction

“ DESIRING to terminate amicably our
differences with the French Republic by the
rctreat
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retreat of the Troops which you command,
we fend and depute to you, as our Plenipo- -
tentiarics, two Ecclefiaftics, namely, Cardi-
nal MatTEl, who is perfectly known to
you,* and Monfignor GarLeprr; and two
Seculars, namely, Duke Brascur, our Ne-
phew, and the Marquis Casrrnro Massi-
Mo ; who are invefted with our full powers
to concert with you, promife, and fubfcribe,
fuch conditions as we hope will be juft and
reafonable; obliging ourfelves, under our
faith and word, to approve and ratify them
in fpecial form, in order that they may be
valid and inviolable in all future time. Af-
fured of the fentiments of good will which
you have manifefted, we have abflained from
removing any thing out of Rome;} by which

* This Ecclefiaftic had previoufly correfponded
with BuovararTE, who aflured him, hc withed to
give a proof of his confideration for the IToly See by
granting peace to Rome.

+ The Rcader will recolleét that all the papal trea-
fures had, previous to this period, been fent to Ter-

racina,
you
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you will be perfuaded of the entire confi
.dence we repofe in you. We conclude by
affuring you of our moft perfe&t efteem, and

by beftowing upon you the paternal apoftolic
benediétion.

* Given at St. Peter’s, on the 12th February, 1797,
in the 22d year of our Pontificate.

«“Prus, P.P. VI.”

During ten days after the departure of
this letter, the Pontiff remained in awful
uncertainty refpecting his fate; at length,
however, Duke BrascH1 returncd from the

Republican camp with the following reply :*

¢ Head quarters at Tolentino, 1t Ventofe.

< Moft holy Father,
<« My thanks are due to your Holinefs for
the obliging expreflions contained in the.
¥ It is afierted, that when Brascur arrived at To-
lentino to implore peace, he was introduced by Buo-

NAPARTU to his état majer, as CiTiZEN BRAscHI,
to whom Tiance had fo many obligations in Piedmont.

letter
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letter you have taken the trouble to fend
me.

¢ The peace between the Fregch Re-
public and your Holinefs is juft figned; and
I felicitate myfelf in having been able to
contribute to your perfonal fafety.

. “ I entreat your Holinefs to guard againft
the Perfons now at Rome, who are bought
by thofe Courts which do not defirc peace,
or who fuffer themfelves to be guided ex-
clufively by thofe emotions of hatred which
the lofs of territory naturally engenders.
Europe knows your Holinefs's pacific incli-
nations and conciliatory virtues; and the
French Republic will, I truft, prove herfelf
one of Rome’s fincereft Friends.

«1 fend my Aide-de-camp, chief of bri-
gade, to cxprefs to your Holinefs the perfect
eftcem and vencration which I feel for your
perfon, and to entreat you to confide in my
defire to give, on every occafion, proofs of

the
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the refpe& with which I have the honour
to be, &c.
. ¢« BuoNAPARTE.”

Confidering the defencelefs ftate of Rome,
the terms impofed by her Conqueror were
not deemed rigorous, as he allowed the Ec-
clefiaftical Government to continue for the
life of Prus VI. contenting himfelf with
demanding; ‘ That the thould abandon the
coalition againft France, and furnith no fup-
plies to the Enemies of the Republic, cither
during the prefent or any future war—that
the fhould difband her newly-raifed Troops,
renounce for ever all right over the town
and territory of ‘Avignon, the Comtat Ve-
naiffin, and it’s dependencies, and the Lega=
tions of Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna—
that the thould yield the diftri& of Ancona
to France, till there was a general peace in
Europe—that fhe fhould pay, beforc the
middle of March, 1797, to the French Ar-

my,
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my, fifteen millions of Jvres-tournois, befides
horfes, oxen, &c. being the remaining part
of contributions impofed by the armiftice—
that the fhould likewife pay to the French
Republic - fiftcen millions more, in money
diamonds, or other valuables, during the
month of Aprl; and that all the manu-
feripts, pictures, and ftatucs, fclected by
French Artifts, in confequence of the armi-
ftice, fhiould be fent without further delay to
Paris—while, on the other hand, he bound
" himfelf to withdraw his Troops from Um-
bria, Perugia, and Camerino, fo foon as the
firft-named fittecen millions were paid, and
from the othernewly-conquered countries not
mentioned above, upon every condition both
of the pcace and armiftice being punctually
fulfilled.” And when French Commiffaries
entered Rome, in order to execcute thefe
conditions, all was perte&ly quiet, 6wing
chiefly, however, to the vigilance of the
Civic-Guard, though, very.{oon afterwards,

Vor. I. L th:
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the City was fct on fire in four places by
ncedy Jacobins, who hoped, during a ge-
neral conflagration, te plunder the palaces -
of what little wealth their Owners were ftill
fuffercd to retain; and who fcrupled not to
accufe BvoNaPARTE of being an Ariftocrat
and a Traitor to France, becaufe he forbore
to overthrow the epifeopal government, and
authorize an univerfal pilage.  Happily,
however, the flames were extinguithed, and
the Perpetrators of this infernal deed difco-
vered and imprifoned; while the Civie-
* Guard, by patroling the firects night and
day, rcftored to Romc her wonted tranquil-
hity ¥

* So excellent was the policc maintained by thefe
armed Citizens, that affaflinations, formerly fo com-
mon at Rome, now ceafed to be heard of, even in
the Piazza di Spagna, and other privileged places.

It rruft, T prefume, be known to my Readers, that
every foreign Minifter at the Court of Rome had a

right to proteét the Perpetrators of murders com-
mitted in the vicinity of their palaces.

LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

Florence, March 1;98.

CARCELY had we taken up our abode

at Naples, before ftrong apprehenfions
were entertained by that Court refpecting
the fafety of Vienna; for, when Buvona-
PARTE had concluded a peace with the
Pope, prefented the little Republic of S.
Marino with marks of his favour, and in-
demnified the patrimony of Virgi], (now
called Pietolo) for the injuries it fuftained
during the fiege of Mantua, he refolved to
avail himfelf ftill further of his late brilliant
fuccefles, by putting a period to the war be-
tween France and the Emperor: preparing,
therefore, to pafs the Tagliamcnto,'a terrific
barrier, which feems formed by nature to
prevent thc Germans and Italians from in-
L2 vading
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vading cach other, the Hero of Italy thus
addrefled his victorious Comrades. ¢ The
capturc of Mantua has nearly given the
finithing ftroke to a campaign which entitles
you to the cternal gratitude of your country.
You have gained fourteen pitched-battles,
and feventy of lefs magnitude; you have
taken an hundred thoufand prifoners, five
hundred ficld-pieces, two thoufand heavy
cannon, and above an hundred ftandards;
the contributions levied on conquered coun-
trics have fupported and paid the Army
during this wholc campaign. You have,
morcover, fent thirty millions of livres to
Paris, and enriched her mufcum with above
threc hundred mafter-picces of ancicnt and
modern art, the work of thirty ages! You
have conquered the garden of Europe;
Lombardy and Cifpadana are indebted to
you for their freedom. The colours of
France wave on the thores of the Adriatic;

the Kings of Sardinia and Naples, the Pope,

and
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‘and the Duke of Parma, arec detached from
the coalition of our Enemies, and leagucd in
friendfhip with us. You have chafed the
Englith from Leghorn, Genoa, and Corfica;
but your work is not yet complete: a more
‘fplendid achievement is in referve for ybu_.
Aﬁﬁria, who will not liften to the Executive
Dire&ory, which has fpared no pains to give
peace to Europe, and reftore you to the arms
of your Families—Auftria, who, for three
fuccefive centuries, has been diminithing
her power by war, and exciting difcontents
among her Subje&s, by depriving them of
their privileges, muft now be attacked in the
very heart of her dominions, and forced to
accept of fuch terms as we thall think proper
to grant; thus defcending in reality to that
rank of a fecondary Power, in which fhe has
already placed herfelf by fubmitting to rc-
ceive the pay, and comply with the requifi-
tions of England.”
The republican Columns, cver ready to

L3 obey
.
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obey their Leader, croffed the Tagliamento
in face of an Imperial Army, commanded
by the Arch-Duke CHARLES, and then pur-
fued their march, through the defiles of the
Alps paralle]l with this torrent, to Ponteba,
crofling Carinthia to Bruck, which is within
a few pofts ot Vienna, and where a fufpen-
fion of arms was folicited by the Emperor,
and immediately granted by BUONAPARTE;
who wrote, indeed, from Clagenfurt, the
capital of Carinthia, to the Arch-Duke
CHARLEs, advifing him to think of a ceffa-
tion of hoftilities; and as the Imperial Army
had not made one important ftand from the
time when the republican Columns pafled the
Tagliamento till their arrival at Bruck, and
another divifion of French Troops had com-
pletely fubdued the Tyrol, and then united
themfielves to BuoNAPARTE, there feemed
no probable means of preferving Vienna but
by an immediate peace, the preliminaries of
which were, thercfore, figned at Leoben, on
‘ © the
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the 18th of April 1797, upon the following
bafis: « His Imperial Majefty renounced
Belgium, recognized the new limits of the
French dominions, and acknowledged the
independence of the Cifalpine Republic.”
Thefe terms, confidering the oftenfible
fituation of the Emperor, were as generons
on the fide of France as BUONAPARTE's
fuccefs in penetrating to the heart of the
Auftrian territories was extraordinary. I
followed the track of his forces from Bo-
logna through the Venctian State to Pon-
teba and Bruck ; and how they found means
to enter Germany by fuch a road feems in-
explicable, as one thoufand men might ap-
parently have prevented fifty times that
number, cither from croffing the Taglia-
mento or pafling Pontcba, where, had the
Inhabitants mercly afcended the Alps with
which their town is furrounded, and rolled
down ftones upon the Invaders, they would

1.4 undoubt-
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undoubtedly have ftopped, and probably
vanquithed, the Conqucror of Italy. The
Germans, however, fcruple not to infinu-
ate that their Sovereign favoured BvonNa-
PARTE's approach, in order to furnifh him-
1elf with a pretence for making peace with-
out the concurrence of England; and what
feems to juftify this opinion is, the very li-
beral terms obtained by Auftria, and the
certainty that the French, in their progrefs
from Pontcba to Bruck, a&ed more like
Fricnds than Conquerors, no injury whatfo-
cver being complained of, even by the Pub-
licans whofe houfes they occupicd, except
the lofs of a few filver fpoons in the frontier
towns, and an extraordinary confumption
of poultry, bread, and winc, in thofe places
where the Army halted.

A few weceks after the above-named pre-
Iiminarics of péacc were {ettled, Buona-
PARTE clofed his campaign, by poflefling

himfcllf
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himfelt of Venice, deftroying that ancient
ariftocracy, and at the fame time revolu-
tionizing Genoa.*

I cannot finith this fkctch of the moft
| rapid and brilliant conquefts ever gained in
fo fhort a period, either by ancient or mo-
dern Warriors, without lamenting, that a
Man whofe great and amiable qualitics at
once cxcitc our wonder and our praife, a
Man whofe perfuafive cloquence and con-
fummate policy taught Italy to call her ra-
pacious and dcfpotic Conqueror the Parent
of her hapﬁineﬁ: and freedom, fhould have
been betrayed, by the falfe principles of a
French education, to cftablith the dominion
of Blafphemers, Regicides, and Robbers,
dimming the luftre of his courage, by de-
riving it from idcas of predeftination, and

* The behaviour of the French Army in the en-
virons of Venice refleced great difcredit on it’s Leader.
Every Nobleman’s, and almott every Peafant’s houfe

being gutted and defaced, while cven the flatues with-
out doors were all broken.

eclipfing
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eclipfing the fplendour of his victories by the
wickednefs of the caufe they were gained to
fupport. To that branch of French philo-
fophy, however, termed FREE-THINKING,
may we attribute the errors of BUONAPARTE,
and the growth of thofe licentious maxims
and manners, which have brought an un-
offending Monarch to the guillotine, de-
ftroyed the peace of Society, and deluged
Europe with blood,

But to have done with this long digref-
fion, and continue my narrative refpe&ting
Rome. As that City remained perfectly
tranquil, and the French Minifter at Naples
(an Ex-noble, and a very refpectable Man)
aflured us « The Executive Dire@ory withed
to protect and continue the ecclefiaftical Go-
vernment during the life of the prefent
Pope;” nay, as felf-intereft impclled them to
purfue this mode of condu&, becaufe (ta
adopt BuoNAPARTE's manner of expreffion)
they obtained more juice from the lemon

while
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while it was fqueczed by his Holinefs, than
they could pofiibly get by fqueczing it them-
felves, we, with many of our Countrymen,
returned to Rome in O&ober 1797, and dif-
covered not, for-feveral weeks, any caufe to
repent our dectermination ; all ranks of Peo-
ple being confident, that no change of go-
vernment would take placc till after the
Pope’s death, while many Individuals af-
ferted, < That, even wecre he to die, there
would be no caufe for dread, fuch fteps hav-
ing already been taken as weuld difarm the
Sacred College, and enable France to cffect
a revolution without interrupting the public
peace.

Sometime before Chriftmas, however, the
neceflaries of lifc furnifhed by the Roman
territories became dear, and thofe imported
from other countrics exhorbitant in price
and fcarce in the cxtreme; while thefe evils
were attributed to monopolics practifed by

Duke
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Duke BrascHI, and to the debafement of
the coin, likewife afcribed to his pernicious
councils.

At this period Spanith dollars had rifen
to near thirty pauls each, moneta platiale®
bore an agio of fixty per cent. and upwards,
and copper of full forty; while cedole, the
only currency People liked to part with, was
little valued by the Farmer, and almoft en-
tirely rcjeted by the Merchant, becaufe fo-
reign commodities could only be purchafed
with Spanifh dollars. Government, how-
cver, undertook to provide a remedy for
thefe grievances; and a moft extraordinary
one was adminiftered ; as, early in December,
an cdict appcared, importing; ¢ That on
the commencement of January capper and
platiale thould lofe one-fourth of their nomi-
nal value, cedole of above ninety-nine Jeudi
ceafc to circulate, and, further, that the va-

# Thc Roman money is cxplained in the Appendix.
lue
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lue of copper and platiale thould, on the
commencement of February, be again di-
minifhed.” |

Univerfal difcontent followed this edi&;
the Farmers refufing to bring poultry, corn,
cattle, wood, &c. to market, if they were to
be paid in money which might fuon lofe all
it'’s worth ; Shopkeepers declining to fell
things abfolutely ncedful for fubfiftence, un-
lefs compelled by the Civic Guard; while
monied Men, moft of whom poflefled cedole
to a large amount, (no one of which, per-
haps, was of fo little value as ninety-nine
Jfeudi) enveighed loudly againft Government,
for robbing them in a manner equally fcan-
dalous and unprecedented. The markets,
ufually more amply fupplied than in any
other part of Europe, now fcarcely furnithed
a competency of Butcher’s meat; wood,
heretofore cheap and plentiful to profufion,
could only be purchafed in fmall quantities

and by favour; flour fufficient to fupply

Rome
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Rome with bread was often wanted, and
oil, the Italian ftaff of life, almoft wholly
unattainable, infomuch, that every oil-thop
was crowded night and day with Perfons
importuning cven for the fmalleft quantity
that could be meafured out ; and, notwith-
ftanding the interference of the Civic-Guard,
hundreds of unhappy Wretches were fqueez-
ed to dcath: yet, during the height of this
alarming fcarcity, when I vifited that part
of Dioclefian’s Baths which the Pope ufed
as an oil-cellar, I found fuch immenfe ftores
of oil, that I could not forbear afking the
Coflodi, “ Why fome of it was not fold
to the People?” But what was my aftonith-
ment on being anfwered, “ It had already
been fold by Duke Braschi for the ufe of
foreign countries!”

Chriftmas now approached, and at this
feafon of umiverfal feftivity in Roman-Ca-
tholic States, the lower ranks of People, in-
ftcad of giving, as had ever been their cuf-

tom,



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1798. 150

tom, little fuppers to each other, found
them{elves compelled to go to bed at fun-
fet, becaufe they had no oil to furnithlight,
and as for tallow-candles there were none
in Rome.

Thus aggrieved, the Populace began to
talk in half whifpers of righting themfclves;
while one of our Servants affured us, there
was every reafon to apprchend a tumult on
Innocents’ day. We did not, however, credit
this report, becaufe Citizen Josepu Buo-
NAPARTE, the French Minifter, fcemed to
apprehend nothing, having recently invited
Ladies of his ‘Family to Rome, that they
might be prefent at the marriage of his Sif-
- ter-in-law with General Dupruor, which
was intended to be folemnized in a few days.

On the 27th of December, however,
while the upper ranks of People were dan-
cing in the Palazzo Maffimi, at a ball given
to the: BuonararTE-Family, the Officers
of the Civic-Guard were haftily fummoncd

to
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to quarters, a riot having taken place, in at-
tempting to quell which two Soldiers had
loft thcir lives. BuoxapArTE fhewed cvi-
dent marks of concern and agitation on
hcaring this news, while the thinking part
of th¢ Roman Nobility trembled with ap-
prehenfion, exclaiming, ¢ That they and
their country were undonc!”—The Rioters,
however, foon difperfed, and Rome for a
fcw hours remained tranquil : but, at four
the next morning, a revolutionary affembly
was difcovered in the Villa Medici, and a
Patrol attacked by it’s Members, who killed
two of the Papal Dragoons, and attempted
to difperfe the tri-coloured cockade on the
Trinita di’ Mouti. Thefe feditious proceed-
ings were not apparently countenanced by
BroxaparTE ; neverthelefs, towards the
clofe of day, a large body of People affem-
bled reund his Palace, calling upon him to
redrefs their grievances, and fhouting, “¥Viva
la Repubblical viva il Popolo Romano I Still,

however,
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however, he gave them no apparent encou-
- ragement; but ftill they perfevered, till the
Papal Soldiers were ordered to firc; and
now, on finding the tumult become fcrious,'
BuvovararTE, DurHot, and fome other
French Officers, ran into the Strcct, thcir'
heads uncovered, but their {words drawn—
BroxararTE, waving a whitc handker-
chicf, addrefled the Crowd in Italian with,
¢ Peace, Gentlemen, allow me to fpeak;”
at which moment the Popc’s Soldiers, by
fome fatal miftake, fired again, thot Du-

pnoT, and grazed the hand of Buona-
PARTE, who was pulled by one of his own
Servants (a Roman) into a by-lanc, and
from thence taken a back-way to his Palace,
or he would certainly have fhared Deritor’s
fate.

Many of the Infurgents fell before peace
was reftored ; all Rome took alarm ; and the
Spanith and Tufcan Minifters haftened to
the Cardial Secretary of State, ¢ntreating,

Vou. L. M that
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that he would inftantly fend Trbops to pro-
te@® BuoxararTE, and likewife go himfelf
to apologize for the infult offered to France
in the Perfon of her Ambaffador; but fear
fo far fubdned the Cardinal’s underftanding,
that he rejected this prudent advice, which
BuoNAPARTE no fooner learnt, than he
- made preparations for quitting Rome, and
at {ix the next morning departed, denounc-
ing vengeance on the Papal Chair, and all
the Sacred College, for the death of Du-
PHOT.

Univerfal terror now pervaded Rome;
imagination picturing the City facked, the
government overthrown, and the Pope, with
all his Counfcllors, murdered ; while thofe
Perfons who, but the preceding day, were
calling loud for a redrefs of gricvances, now
hung their heads in filence, and trembled
left their blood and that of their Families
fhould be facrificed to the manes of Du-

PHOT,

In
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In confequence of thefe apprehenfions the
* Cardinal Sccretary of State was faid to write*
to the papal Minifter at Paris, defiring him
to inform the Exccutive Dire&ory, ¢ That
his Holinefs felt deep concern at an accident
which he could ncither forefee nor prevent,
and was ready to make any atonement they
might think proper to preferibe;” while
Cardinal BrascHI was fent to Naples with
power to offer a temporal jurifdi€lion over
the ccclefiaftical territories to his Sicilian
Majefty, provided he would undertake to
protect them from the vengeance of France,
and the ftill more drcaded, becaufe more
fanguinary, Troops of the Cifalpine Repub-
lic; and an idea that he might poflibly ac-
cept this offer kept the Romans quiet, cfpe-

cially as it was reported, ere many days had

* It was difficult to come at truth refpedting the
condu& of the ecclefaftical Rulers in this bufinefs, as
they did not publith a line upon the fubje&, though
the French party printed a long account of the whole
tranfalion. '

M2 clapfed,
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clapfed, that Neapolitan Forces were ad-
vancing towards Terracina. ‘

Meanwhile nothing tranfpired regarding
BuoxAPARTE, except that he had written
for orders from the Diretory, and that till
thefe orders thould arrive at the head-quar-
ters of BErRTHIER, who now commanded
the Army of Italy, the fate of Rome muft
remain undecided.

During this awful, this agonizing fuf-
penfe, Pricftcraft, though tottering to her
fall, once more cflayed to amufe the minds
of the People; a two days’ faft being en-
joined, after which followed a pompous pro-
‘ceflion of Prelates, Monks, and Nobility of
Rome, Ladies not excepted, moft of them
walking barefoot and uncovered from the
church of Santa Maria in Vallicella to St.
Peter’s, where relicks that had not feen light
for a century were exhibited to public view. -
All Rome attended this proceffion; and
fuch was the influcnce of the Priefts, that

every
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every good Catholic feemed perfuaded fome
miracle would be wrought to avert the ven-
geance of France, and prevent the fall of
the Popcdom. Thus crowned with fuccefs,
the Priefts continued to difplay their power,
proceffion fucceeding proceffion till the 25th
of January 1798; when information was re-
ceived, ¢ That the orders of the Dire&ory
had reached Bl_z_RTuIF.R, who was, in confe-
quence, marching towards Rome.” Still,
however, Enthufiafm blinded Reafon, and
the dcluded Pcoplc remained convinced, tha‘t'
a miracle would yet difperfe the approach-
ing tempeft.*

The King of Naples, who, fpite of Cardi-
nal Brascu1’s importunities, rcfolved not
to oppofc the French by force of arms, now
fent his Minifter, Prince BELMO.\'TE, to

trcat with BErTHIER, hoping, by means of

# Some of the Pricfts, indeed, went fo far as to fay
the miracle zas performed ; and a&ually illuminated
‘I'raftevere in confequence.

M 3 . another
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another contribution, to purchafe pardon
-and peace for the Sacred College: but though
BerTHIER profefled an intention of alting
with gentlenefs towards the Pontiff, (pro-
vided an Edi&t were iffued to tranquillize
the minds of the People, and no public or
private treafures removed from Rome) he
pofitively refufed to treat: and the Romans,
eleétrified by this alarming news, at length
began to recover from the falfe fecurity into
which they had been lulled.  No fooner, ini-
deed, did the Trafteverini perceive the true
poftureof affairs, thanthey anxiouflydemand-
ed, “ Whether their Wives and Daughters
were likely to meet with infult from BEr-
eHIER’s Troops ?” and deducing from the
anfwers of their Priefts that fuch evils might
too probably occur, they warmly petitioned
for arms, declaring, ¢ They -would rather
die than allow Rome to be taken.”*  The

* Tt is fuppofcd that the Chief of the Trafteverini
could have raifed feven or eight thoufand effeitive
Mcn H
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Pontiff, however, foleninly cnjoined them to
recmain quict, adding, ¢ That the French
were his Friends, and would do no injury
to his Subje@s.” But this affurance, though
repeated in an Ediét, (one of the moft du

graccful that Sovereign ever iffucd) did not

Men ; while all the lower ranks of Romans, whether
in or out of Rome, were ftill inimical to the French,
and averfe to a change of government. We mct with
an inftance of this after the publication of his Holi-
nefs’s Edi& in favour of the rcpublican Army ; for,
while walking in the Colitleum, {which was our daily
cuftom) we faw a large number of Peafants enter,
weeping and lamenting bitterly : we enquired what
was the matter—¢ Alas!” replied they, ¢ the French
are come !”” We told them to be comforted, as this
event, however undefirable, was not likely to aficét
the Poor, though it might ruin the Rich. ¢ And if
the rich are ruined, where fhall we find bread i re-
turned the Peafants; ¢ we derive it from them ; can
our Families be fuppoited when we have no Mafter to
work for, no Benefa&tor to {upply our neceflities

Is it poffible not to lament that Pcople {o fenfibly
aware of the mifchict produced by a levelling fyftem,
thould have been prebibited frem defending them-
felves againft democratic Tnvaders? Is it poffible not
to defpife the Government which iiltied fuch a prohi-
bition, and almoft to contider it's overithrow as an a&t
of juftice i

M 4 iz
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calm the. fierce Trafteverini, who purchafed
all the gunpowder they could find, and even
carricd large ftones and fragments of marble
to their houfe-tops, protefiing, « That, if
any violence were offered to the women of
their Families, they would murder every
Frenchman they faw.”

Meantime the ecclefiaftical Rulers, anxi-
ous to propitiate BERTHIER, not only pub-
lithed the Edi& juft alluded to, importing,
¢ That his Holinefs was full of faith in the
rectitpnde and generofity of the French Re-
public, whofe Army was not advancing with
eny hoftile intention againft the Romans,
and ought, therefore, to be received with
the utmoft urbanity and friendthip; nay,
that every Roman who did not fo reccive it
fhould be confidered as a Traitor to the
Statc, and fubject to the penalty of death;”
but likewife made ufe of other precautions
to prcfcrvé quictude in the City, by trebling
the patroles, planting cannon in the Plazzas,

and
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and fhutting fix of the gates: and though,
in the preceding year, when BuoNAPARTE
approached Rome exprefsly for the purpofe
of concluding peace, a general flight was
meditated by the Sacred College, and im-
menfe treafures actually fent to Terracina,
now, when BerTinier came to take ven-
geance for the death of Dupner, and re-
jected all terms of accommodation, the Pope
remained 1n his Palace, very few of the Car-
dinals abfconded, and no valuables, whetler
public or private, were removed.
On the 8th of 'cbruary came a Courier.
who reported that the French Army was
1thin onc day’s march of Rome; and,
moreover, that he had feen it’s General in
Chief, who atked, “ Whether he was a Ro-
man ! and being anfwered 1n the affirma-
tive, replicd, I am glad of it-—You mutt,
then, be able to fatisfy my curiofity refpeci-
ing Rome—W hat 1s her prefent fituation?”
—* Mcft pitizble,” returned the Courter,
¢ the
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“ the People, and even the Pope himfelf,
being half dead with fear.”—¢ The Pope
has nothihg to apprchend,” anfwered BERr-
THIER, * he 1s fupcrannuated, and beneath
my vengeance; his Minifters, indeced, have
caufc to tremble; but with the unoffending
part of the nation France 1s not at war. Go
then, Friend, haften to Rome, and quiet the
minds of your Cquntrymen.”

The Pope’s Attendants, hearing their
Mafter exprefs fears for his perforal fafety,
now informed him that BERTHIER had con-
verfed with the newly-arrived Courier, and
declared he had not a thought of offering
perfonal violence to his Holinefs. ¢ In-
dced!” cried the Pope, ¢ and what did
Beeriier fay of me?’—< He mentioned
vour Holinefs with refpe&.”—¢ No, no,”
mterrupted Prts, < that 1 am fure he did
not; but for once, 1f pofiible, tell me truth:
what did he fay #"— Since your Holinefs
infifts upon knowing, he faid you were a

fupcrannuated
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fuperannuated old Nfaq , beneath his notice.”
—¢ Thank God, thank God!’ exclaimed
Pivs, with uplifted hands, “if they do but
fpare my life, I am fatisfied.”

On the gth of Fcbru.ary the Porto del Po-
polo was furrounded by Priefts, waiting, with
fearful anxicty, for the arrival of the French,
while the Flaminian way was filled with
Jacobins going to mect and welcome
Berturer. This General, howerver, ftop-
ped thort of Rome, cncamping the mair-
body of his Forces on the Monte-Mario,
and fending, on the 1oth, a detachment
through the Porta Angelica, to gain poffef-
fion of the Caftle of St. Angelo; and fo
filently was this bufinefs executed, that, be-
fore Romec knew her Citadel had furrender-
ed, her feven hills likewifc were occupied
by republican Troops. *And thus did the
Pope rcfign his feat of empirc into the
power of France, without once endeavour-
ing, for a period of near two months, which

had
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had elapfed fince the death of Dupnor, to
prepare for refiftance, and, confcquently,
without being able to obtain any terms cither
for himfelf or his defencelefs Subjeéts! a cir-
cumftance which o’ much furprized the
French, that, on entering the City, they ex-
claimed to- cach other—< Mox Dien, mais
efti-il poffible quion nous a laiffer entrer fans
Jaire une feul condition I"—And France had
the more caufe to morvel at this conqueft,
as her Army did not confift of above five or
{ix thoufand Men, while Rome contained
ncar an hundred and eighty thoufand Inha-
bitants.*

BerTuIER now iffucd proclamations fig-
nifying, ¢ That the lives, religion, and pro-
perty of the Romans who remained quictly
in their houfes, thould be held facred, but

* Tt feemed as if the Garrifon of St. Angelo, and
the whoie body of Civic-Guards, were bought by
French gold, or they could not, {pite of the Pope’s
commands, have permitted fo weak a furce to fubdue
them.

that
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that the eftates of all who fled fhould be
confifcated, and themfelves confidered as
Emigrants.” Duke Brascui, however,
though he remained in Rome, was not only
put under an arreft, but would probly have
fuffered dcath, to appeafe his injured Coun-
trymen, had it not been for the interceflions
of the Spanith Minifter.

On the 12th of February a confiderable
body of French Troops, preceded by martial
mufic, and followed by a magnificent train
of brafs ordnance, (the fpoils of captive Italy)
entered the Porto del Popolo, hcaded by
Cervoxi, who was appointed Commandunt
of Rome; and although this General and
his Brother-Officers profefled to be dighting
for equalization, thcir regimentals were 1o
coftly, the trappings of their horfcs fo fplen-
did, and the animals themf{clves {o beautiful,
that the fout enfeinlle put one in mind of
Knights going to a tournament.

This detachment marched flowly down

the
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the Corfo, through an immenfe crowd of
SpeQators; yet, fcarce one hat was taken
off to CErvox1, fcarce onc ¢ Viva” wel-
comed his entrance! enough of ancient Ro-
man {pirit ftill remaining to infpire every
breaft with honeft fhame at the fight of the
Conqueror.

Cervont, aided by the Civic-Guard,
now aflumed the reins of government;
and fo well did his Troops condu& them-
felves, that quietude and good order pervad-
ed every part of the City, and even the Traf-
teverini were not heard to complain.

On the 15th of February the tree of li-
berty was planted in the Capitol, the tem-
poral authority of the Pope abolifhed, the
Roman People declared frec and inde-
pendent, and a provifional Government efta-
blithed by them, and fancioned by BEer-
THIER ; while, on the 18th, a folemn mafs,
followed by 7e Deum, was performed at St.
Peter’s, in honour of the revolution; and

feventeen
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feventeen Cardinals were compelled to
affift.

Many of the Prelates and Nobles, who
had rendered themfelves obnoxious to the
republican-party, were now arrefted ; others
fled, and fuffered confifcation of property;
while others were compelled to refign their
palaces to French Troops, whom they were
likewifc obliged to maintain.

The next obje& of importance was to
remove the dethroned Sovercign ; and, after
much deliberation, the new Rulers agreed
to allow his Holinefs what they deemed a
fufficient income, and requeft that he would
retire into the Tufcan terrtories. Apart-
ments were accordingly prepared for Liim at
Siena: and, on the 20th of Yebruary, he
was permitted to fill a covered waggon with
valuables, and dcpart from Rome, preceded
by Duke Brascui, accompanicd by his
Moaeftro-di-camera, and feveral otl:e Perfons
belonging to his Court and Houfthold, and

attended
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attended by an efcort of French Dragoons,
to guard him from the infults of the Popu-
lace.

Thus was the ecclefiaftical power com-
pletely annihilated, after continuing above
twelve hundred years, and during great part
of that period awing, if not governing, cvery
monarchy in Europe; while a poor cpi-
tome, a deceitful thadow of ancient Roman
freedom rofe upon it’s ruins ¥

To the thort-fighted eye of Human Rea-

* Alittle before this period the Jews held a fynod
at Leghorn, in which the rabbies of all the {feveral
Cities throughout Italy agrecd, that their Sabbath
fhould be kept on Sunday, that their Pcople fhould
eat pork and other mear killed by chriftian Butchers,
that their beards thould be thaved, that married wo-
men fhould wear their own hair, and that the differ-
ent tribes thould intermarry with cach other: thus
were the moft material articles of the Jewith law dif-
penfed with ; while the Grand-Seignor, (if I am well
informed,) anaulled, about the fume time, many of
the laws of Mahomet. Thefe circumftances furnith
ample fcope for refletion, and, united with the fall of
the Popedom, give us rcafon to fuppofc that fome
great religious change is fpecdily coming forward.

fon



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1738, 177

fon it appeared, that the Pope and Curdi-
nals, from the moment when BroNarart

firft entered Italy, contributed to produce
this change, by purchafing a difgraccful fuf-
penfion of hoftilities, followed by a ruinous
peace, inftead of arming vigoroufly to repel
the Invader; by debafing their coin, and
therehy injuring commerce ; by monopoliz-
ing the neceflarics of life till famine enfued;
by iffuing an edidt which violated public
faith, and robbed cvery Citizen of his pro-
perty; and when through a fatal, and as
yet an unaccounted-for miftake, the French
Minifter was 1nfulted, and nearly murdercd,
by taking no one ftep cither to appeafe his
anger, or defend the Roman Territorics
againft the confequent vengeance ot France ;
nay more, by afirming that a miracle would
fave Rome, when the French Army was ac-
tually at her gates, and thus difplaying to her
Citizens the fallibility of Pricfteraft.  Such
conduc was cqually inexplicabic to the Ro-

Vou. L N man
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man-Catholic and the Deift, but Protcftants,
enlightened by a firm confidence in Holy
Writ, and not blinded by the veil of Monkifh
Superftition, faw, or at leaft thought they
faw, throughout the whole of this extraordi-
nary bufinels, the immediate hand of Hca-
ven, rendenng the Pope himfelf the inftru-
ment of his own deftru&ion, and thus won-
derfuily bringing on the accomplifhment of
the Prephecies .
I cannat Aiimifs this fubjeét without fub-
joining a fow lines refpecting the character
of Pivs Vi or what is thought to be his
character Uy the Roman People. He was
‘born at Ceena, (a fmall town of Romagna,
formesly belonging to the Sabines,) in the
year 1717, of a noble though neceflitous Fa-
mily ; and itemed to owe his firft promotion
in the Church to Cardinal Rurro, under
whom he fiiled the office of Uditore, with {o
much diligence end faithfulnefs, that the
Cardinzl cenceive:! an affe@ion for him, and

became
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became his zealous Patron. On the death
of his Predeceflor in the papal Chair, the
Conclave was divided by two almoft equally
ftrong Parties, who, merely to gain time,
agreed that they would unite in propofing
BrascHI, being confident he was a Man
whom no Party could with to eleé: but
what was their aftonifhment on finding that,
from want of a proper explication amongft
cach other, they had all unintentionally con
curred in voting for this Man! 7¢ Deum
now commenced; to retraét would have
been unavailing ; and he became Pope.
Confcious that his talents by no means
entitled him to fill the papal Chair, and feel-
ing his inability to equal his Predeceflor in
wifdom, Brasciit refolved to furpafs him
in fuperftition and a fcrupulous obfervance
of church-ceremeonites, WhiCH, aided by a
fine voice, a graceful manner, and an un-
commonly handfome perfon, he performed
with peculiar dignity. His temper, like that
N 2 of
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of his Countrymen in general, is violent,
and his paffions arc imperious; but their
leader, Vanity, has induced him to difplay
a munificence worthy of a better Prince, by
draining, and making an excellent road over
the Pontine-Marfhes, building the noble Sa-
crifty of S. Pietro, completing the Mufeum-
Clementinum, ereéting Obelitks, &c. &ec.
The fame vanity, however, infpired a bound-
lefs with to aggrandize his Family, and,
united with blind confidence in a worthlefs
Ncphew, has proved the ultimate caufe of
his nustortunes.  Though habitually intem-
perate, he 1s even now remarkably robuft ;
but this may, in fome meafure, be attributed
to conftitutional want of fecling, and a de-
termination, in all adverfitics, to banith
thought, and comprize happinefs in the
plectures of the table. His deportment is
gracious, his converfation, though not bril-
liant, politc and agreeable; and, to the
Englith, he has cver been fo partial, that,

WEre
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were he fenfible of his prefent humiliation,
it would be impofiible for them not to pity
him.

Having now concluded my account of the
Revolution, I fhall (in fubfequent Lctters)
defcribe the principal Citics of Italy, fpecify-
ing, by my datcs, when I laft vifited them.

N3 LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

Genoa, October 1792,

ENOA, called La Swuperba, anciently

a Town of Liguria, and the firft which
fell under the Roman yoke, appears to great
advantage when viewed from a fhip about
one mile diftant from the thore; for, then,
it'’s ftately edifices reprefent a vaft amphi- .
tneatre, being fituated on the gradual decli-
vity of a hill.

The Harbour 1s capacious, but not fafe;
being too much expofed to the Libecis, or
fouth-weft wind. The Fanale, or Light-
Houfe, is a lofty tower, built on the weft
fide of the harbour. The fortifications to-
- wards ’ghc fea are ftrong, being cut out of
the rocks; but the naval power of this Re-
public, once fo formidable, feems now re-

duced
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duced to a few gallies, chicfly employed in
fetching corn from Sicily. Genoa is de-
fended by two walls, one of which imme-
diately cncompaﬁ‘cs the town, while the
other takes in the rifing grounds that com-
mandit. The ftreets, two excepted, are not
wide cn‘ough to admit the ufe of carriages.
The roofs of the houfes are flat, and fre- ‘
quently covered with orange-treces. Here
is a fine ftone. bridgc over the Bonzevera,
and another over the Bifagno, the former
ftream wathing the weftern, the latter the
eaftern fide of the city.

The Cathedral, dedicated to S. Lorenzo,
1s a Gothic ftructure, incrufted and pav-
ed with marble, and adorned with a cru-
cifixion by Baroccio. The bones of St.
John Baptift arc faid to be depofited in
one of the chapels; and the Sacrifty con-
tains a large emerald-difh, in diameter two
common palms, and in circumference more
than double that number; the Genoefe are .

N 4 fuppofed
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fuppofcd cither to have chofen it as their
portion of the plunder of Cafarea, when
that City was taken by the Crufaders in
1101, or to be indebted for it to the gene-
rofity of Baldwin, King of Jerufalem.

The Annonciata, though built at the fole
expence of the Lomellino Family, is one of
the moft coftly churches in Genoa, and con-
tains an admired pi¢ture of the laft fupper,
by G. C. Procaccino.

Sa. Maria in Carignano, built in obe-
dience to the Will of Bendinelli Sauli, a
noble Genoefe, 1s an clegant picce of archi-
tecture, and the magnificent Bridge leading
to it was crected by a Son of the above-
named Nobleman. The church contains
ftatves of S. Scbaftiano, and the beatified
Aleflandro Sauli, by Puget, with an intereft-
ing picture by D. Piola, of Saints Peter and
John curing the Paralytic.

S. Ambrogio 1s adorned with three famous
picturcs, namely, the affumption, by Guido

—S.
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—S. Ignatius exorcifing a Demoniac and
raifing dead Children to life, by Rubens;
and the circumcifion, by the fame.

S. Domenico contains an intcrefting pic-
ture of the circumcifion, by Procaccini; and
the ceiling of the San¢tuary is by Cappu-
cino.

S. Filippo Neri is a finc church, the cail-

ing of which was painted by Francefchini;
and the Oratory 1s adorned with a ftatuc of
the Madonna, by Puget.
. 8. Matheo, built by the Doria-Family,
contains monuments by Mont-Orfoli, a high
altar of Florentinc work, and behind it a
much admired Pieta.

S. Giovanni in Vecchio 1s ornamented with
a celebrated picture by Vandyck.

S. Francefco di Cuficlleto contains a famous
picturc by Tintoret, together with bronze
{tatues and bq//z‘-ri/ic-l'i, by Giovanni di Bo-
logna. |

The Palace of the Dege 1s a large unorna-

mented
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mented building, erefted not long fince, in
confequence of a fire which confumed the
ancient edific  Statues of Andrea Dorea,
and Gxovanlprndrca, his Kinfman, the Li-
berators and Defenders of their country, are
placed in the court-yard of the palace.* The
great hall 1s fpacious and clegant, and con-
tains ftatucs of Perfons cminent for their li-
berality to the public. The Arfenal, which
makes part of the Palace, contains many
curious things, and, among others, the prow
of an ancient Roman galley—it’s length be-
ing about three fpans, and it’s greateft thick-
nefs two-thirds of a foot; it was difcovered
in the year 1597, when the harbour was
cleaned. Here likewife is the armour of fe-
veral Genoefe Ladies, who joined in a cru-
- fade to the Holy-Land, A. D. 1301.

No town of Italy boafts {o many marble

* Since Genoa was revolutionized thefe ftatues have
been thrown down, and the heads and hands broken
off, arid hung upon the tree of liberty.

edifices
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edifices as Genoa. The Strada-Nuova is
ftrikingly magnificent, and the Straca-Balbi
almoft equally beautiful.

The Paluzzo Roffo contains a fine collec-
- tion of pictures, the moft celebrated of
which are—thrce portraits by Vandyck—
Judith putting Holofernes's head into a bag,
by Paul Veronefe—an old Man reading, by
" Spagnolctto—the Madenna, by Cappuccino
—the adoration of the fhepherds, and our
Saviour in the garden of olives, by J. Baf-
fano—Clorinda delivering the Chriftians, by
Caravaggio—the refurreétion of Lazarus, by
the fame—Cleopatra, by Guercino—and fe-
veral works, both in painting and fculpture,
by Parodi.

The Palazzo of ihe Marchefe Fn‘mcé*/co Bal-
b1 contains a large collection of pictures, the
moft cclebratzd of which are—Jofcph’s
dream, by Cuppuccino—a fair, by Baflano—
the portrait of a Lady of the Balbi-Family,
by Vandyck—St. John and St. Jerome, by

Guido—
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Guido—another St. Jerome, by the fame—
and Vandyck’s Wife and Child, by himfelf,

The Palazzo of Marcello Durazzo con- '
tains a confiderable number of picures, the
moft celcbrated of which are—the portrait of
a Mother and Son—that of a Child drefled
in white, and a pi¢ture of feveral Children,
all by Vundyck ; together with Democritus
and Heraclitus, by Spagnoletto,

The Palazso of Marcellino Durazzo, op-
pofite to the College in the Strada-Balbi,
contains noble rooms magnificently furnith-
ed, and a very fine colle&ion of pictures, the
moft finking of which are, Seneca dying !*
—Clorninda delivering Olinda and Sophro-
nia!!—and Phincas thrown down by Me |
dufa’s head, all thrce by L. Giordano—and
thc Magdalene at our Saviour's feet, by Ru-
bens!!!  The terrace belonging to this Pa-

lacc commands a beautiful view.

* In deferibing painting, ftatues, &c. I have gene-
rallv marked the mott celebrated with one or more

admiration poiuts, according to their merit.
”,
[111('.‘
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The Palazzo Carega, in Strada-Nuova,
was built after the defign of Buonarroti;
and in the fame ftreet is another Paluzzo
Doria, which contains a large collection of
pi&tures.

The Palazzo Pallavicine, at Zerbino, built
after the defign of Buonarroti, is cmbellifh-
ed with two celebrated pi¢tures, the onc re-
prefcnting Adam, Eve, and the Scrpent, by
Guido—the other the Soldiers cafting lots
for our Saviour’s garment, by Valentinc.

The Albergo, faid to be one of the fineft
Hofpitals in Europe, ftands upon a lofty
eminence, and ferves as an afylum to above
a thoufand Perfons, who, from age, and other
caufes, aré féduced to want. A Nobleman
of the Brignoh<Family founded this charity,
though many other Citizens have contribut-
cd largely to it's fupport, and ftatucs or bufts
of all the principal Benefadtors are placed in
the moft confpicuous parts of the building.
The Chapel 1s pretty, and contains a baffo-

rilicvo,
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rilievo, by Buonartoti, of the Madonna con-
templating the dead body of our Saviour;
and here likewifc is an affumption in mar-
ble, by Puget.

Without the city-walls, in afiother Alber-
go, founded by one of the Feifchi-Family for
two hundred Orphan-Girls, each of whom
receives a rmarriage-portion when of age to
fettle.

The great Holpital is a glorious eftablith-
ment for the Sick of all Nations, and like-
wife for Foundiings, the Boys remaining till
they are able to work, the Girls being main-
tained for ever. The numaber of fick in this
Hofpital has frequently cxceeded one thou-
fand, and that of Foundlings three thoufand:
Statues and bufts of the principal Bencfac-
tors are placed in the moft confpicuous parts
of t.c building.

There is another Hofpital of a {maller fize,
which receives the Sick of the Genoefe na-

~ tion only.

The
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The Jefuits’ College, in Strada-Balbi, is a
noble ftructure, as is 1he Theatre of S. Agof~
tino.

Nothing can be morc magnificent than
the environs of Genoa; the whole road to
Scftri, a diftance of fix miles, cxhibiting one
Cpntinucd chain of villas, ncarly cqual in
fize to the palaces within the City; and
one of thefc villas is embeliifhed with a Gar-
den, called Englith, and really deferving of
that name. T Filla Duraszo contains a
fine collecion of natural-hiftory.

The two beft inns at Genoa are La Poffa,
and I/ Cervo; the latter, however, is noify,
on account of fome Whitefmiths’ thops di-
retly under the windows.

This City is fuppofed to contain one hun-
dred and forty thoufand fouls, including the

Fauxbourgs of Bifagno and Polcevera.
An Italian proverb fays of Genoa, ¢ That

it has fca without fith, land without trees,

and Men without faith;” the provifions,

however,
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however, not excepting fith, are excellent;
but the wine 1s bad, and the climate by no
means a finc one, cfpecially for confump-
tive Perfons. The country, though thinly
wooded, 1s in fome parts romantic, and even
beautiful ; but as to the People, they cer-
tainly may vie, in point of faith, with their
Ligurian Anceftors.

The nobles are ill educated, and feldom
fond of litcraturc; they rarely inhabit the
beft apartments of their fuperb palaces, but
arc faid to like a fplendid table. Their chief
gratification, however, confifts in amafling
wealth for the purpofc of expending it upon
public edifices: they govern with mildnefs,
but encourage exceflive bigotry among their
Pcople, who feem, neverthelefs, to be induf-

trious, and look contented.

LETTER
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. rici is reckoned half-way to Leghorn ; and
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LETTER IX.

Leghorn, April 1796.
ROM Genoa hither, I would counfel

Travellers in general, and Invalids in
particular, to come by fea, as, in cafc of not
meeting with a deck-veflel, it is always pof-
fible to hire a felucca fufficiently large to
contain a Family and a carriage. Thefe fe-
Juccas are open boats, which make ufe both
of fails and oars, always keeping near fhore,
and in cafe of bad weather running immedi-
ately into harbour; a good onc may com-
monly be hired for ten or twelve Tufcan fe-
quins, and the paflage is ufually performed
‘in a couple of days. On quitting Genoa, it

is neceflary to procure a bill of health. Le-

Vor. L. o) here
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here many people land and take the poft to
Maffa di Carrara, Pietra-fanta, and Pisa ;
the road, however, is indifferent ; the inn at
Maffa very bad, and that at Pictra-fanta,
though tolerable in point of accommodations,
ftands in an unhcalthy fituation. But, to
return to the fca-coaft; Porto Venere i3 de-
fended by two caftles, near which fhips pafs
through a narrow ftreight into tke Gulph of
Spesia, fuppofed to have been the Portus
Luna of thc Romans; and near the river
Magra are ruins of the ancient Luna.” Here
the country is delightfully variegated with
towns, villages, and olive gardens. Via«
reggio 1s a fmall fea-port belonging to the
Republic of Lucca, and famous for the ex-

ccllence of it’s fith.  The Ifland of Gorgona, |

and the rock called Meloria, are both fitu~
atcd on the right fide of the entrance into

Leghorn-Harbour.
Leghorn, the Nurfe-Child of the houfe of
Medicis,
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Medicis, called by the Ancients Liburnus
Portus, and formerly fubje& to the Genocfe,
was the firft free port eftablithed in the Me-
diterrancan; and this political cftablifhment,
the work of Cofmo I. who exchanged the
epifcopal city of Sarzana for the then unim-
portant village of Leghorn, foon rendered
the latter a place of great confequence ; and

by cutting feveral canals, and encouraging

cultivation, he in fome meafure deftroyed

the noxious vapours which naturally pro-
ceeded from a loofe and marfhy foil. The
Harbour is divided into two parts, and that
furtheft from the fhore is defended againt
the violence of the fea by a pier, though

Jarge veflels anchor in the roads, about two

miles from the picr-head. The Light-Houfc
is built upon a fingle rock in the open fea.
Leghorn, to perfons unfkilled in the art of

« war, feems ftrongly fortified, but various cir-

cumftances, I am told, would prevent it's
Oz being



196 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

being tenable long, whether attacked by
land or fca. The ramparts are handfome,
and the high-ftreet, from it’s breadth and
ftraightnefs, from the richnefs of it’s fhops,
and ftill more from the motley crowd of all
nations with which it is conftantly filled,
prefents an obje& cqually fingular and pleaf-
ing. The great Square is fpacious; and the
Duomo, or Cathedral, which ferved as the
model of St. Paul's Covent-Garden, is a
noble cdificc, defigned by Vafari. This
church, the Lazarettos, the Coral-Manufac-
tory, MicaL1’s thop, (in which the Grand-
Duke has a large fhare) the Monte, or
Bank, the Jews’ Synagogue, the four Slaves
in bronze, by P. Tacca, chained to the pe-
deftal of Ferdinand the firft's ftatue, which
ftands in the Dock-Yard, and was done by
Giovanni del Opera, the two Roman Baths
of oriental granite, which are likewife in the
Dock-Yard, and the Printing-Houfe where

the
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the Encyclopedia was printed, are the things
beft worth fecing at Leghorn. The Opera-
Houfe is handfome, and the Performers,
generally fpeaking, good. Here are feveral

inns, but WULFFEN's is the moft comfort-
able.

O3 LETTER
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LETTER X.

Pifa, March 1798.

O little has becn faid by Englihl Travel-

Icis concerning Pifa, that I fhall venture

to fend you rather a minute defcription of
this City, efpecially as it may with truth be
called the cradle of the Arts, which, in the
cleventh century, took a fecond flight from

| Grecece to Italy, and under the guidance of
Bufchetto (a Grecian) produced the Cathe-
dral. Diotifalvi, in the twelfth century,
crected the Baptiftery; and Gugliclmo, a
Gcerman, and Bonanno, Pifano, began the
Campanile about the ycar 1174. Niccolo,
Pifano, Giovanni, his Son, and Andrea, Pi-
" fano, revived the art of fculpture in the thir-
teenth century, and not only embellithed the
" above-mentioned buildihgs, but added ano-
ther
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ther ftill more beautiful, namely, the Cam.
po-Santo. In the beginning of the thir-
teenth century, likewife, Giunto, Pifano,
revived the art of painting, and was fuc-
ceeded by Giotto and Cimabue. Thofe Per--
fons, therefore, who view the produ&ions of
the Greco-Pifano fchool as the carlicft ef-
forts of the infant arts, cannot fail of being
highly gratified ; befides which, Travellers
who fce Pifa ﬁrﬂ:; and aftcrwards proceed to -
Florence and Rome, have the advantage of
tracing the gradual progrefs of thefc arts'to
that ftate of maturity which the foftering -
care of the Medician Princes at length en-
abled them to attain. )
Pifa, onc of the twelve great cities of
Etruria, ftands on the banks of the river
Armo, about fix Tufcan miles from the fea,
and fourtcen from Leghorn.  Strabo fays it
was built by the Arcadians foon after the
Trojan war, while other Authors fuppofc it
yct more ancient; and, in modern times, it
04 has
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has been the capital of a great Republic,
whofe conquering flect was a terror to the
Saracens, a fcourge to the African Corfairs,
and a check upon the ambition of Genoa;
and with innumerable fpoils, taken from
the fir{t-mentioned nation, moft of the pre-
fent buildings at Pifa were ere&ted. This
Ci‘ty 1s, next to Florence, the largeft in Tuf-
cany; the Streets are fpacious and well-
paved, the Bridges elegant, the Quay one of
the fineft in Europe, and the fituation of the
Cathedral, Baptiftery, Leaning Tower, and
Campo-Santo, renders thefe majeftic edi-
fices particularly ftriking and beautiful,

Tle Duomo, a Gothic ftruurc in the
form of a Latin crofs, is remarkable for the
richnefs and variety of it’'s marbles, and,
next to the Duomo at Sicna, perhaps the
fineft church of it’s kind in Italy. The caf-
tern front is ornamented with an immenfe
number of pillars, fome of which are Gre-
clan marble, others oriental granite, and onc

porphyry ;
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porphyry ; among thcfe the moft ftriking
are fix 'magniﬁccnt columns, which adorn
the three famous bronze-doors, and are faid
to be either Grecian or Egyptian workman-
thip. The juft-mentioned doors were de-
figned by Giovanni di Bologna, and caft by .
P. D. Portigiani; that in the centre, deemed
the leaft beautiful of the three, reprefents
yarious hiftories of the Madonna, and is fur-
rounded by figures of Saints and Prophets,
and embellifhed with an clegant border of
foliage, fruits, and flowers, Thofc on the
right and left hand reprefent the hiftory of
our Saviour, beginning with his birth and
ending with his crucifixion ; they are like-
wife embellithed with a border ncarly fimi-
lar to the one alrcady defcribed. The mo-
faics in the arches above the doors were done
by Filippo di Lorenzo Paladini. The roof
of the Cathedral is fupported by feventy-
four lofty pillars, fixty-two of which are ori-
'pntal granite, and the reft rarc marble; and
althoug'h'
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although moft of thefe columns were origi-
- nally unequal in height, and, confequently,
ill adapted to match cach other, yct, fo
well has the Architect difpofed of, and added
to them, that cven the moft obferving eye
perceives no want of fymmetry.

Twelve altars, defigned by Buonarroti,
and executed by Stagio Stagi, adorn the
_ walls of this church. The high-altar, which
1s magnificently decorated with lapis lazuli,
verde antico, brocatello di Spagna, bronze
gilt, giallo di Siena, &c. was the gift of the
- late Archbithap. The Tribuna contains two
porphyry columns, whofe capitals and bafes
arc peculiarly elegant ; that ncar the epif-
copal throne is ornamented with the beft
work of Stagi, and bears a bronze Angcl,
greatly admired. The decorations of the
oppofite pillar were done by Foggini; and
the group of Angels on a golden field, which
adorn the great arch, by Ghirlandajo, the
Mafter of Buonarroti. The fcats for the

Canons,
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Canons, a fort of wooden mofaic introduced
into Tufcany in the time of Bounellefco,
are worth notice. The four pictures of St.
‘Peter,” St. John, Sa. Margherita, and Sa.
Caterina, arc by Andrca del Sarto; and the
ancient mofaic on the ceiling, reprefenting
our Saviour, thec Madonna, and St. John,
was cxecuted by Gaddo Gaddi and others, in
1321. On the right fide of the great crofs is
the Chapcl of S. Ranieri, whofe farcophagus
yefts on a pedeftal of red Egyptian granite,
édorned with other precious marbles; the
farcophagus is of verde di Polcevera, the al-
tar of giallo dc Sicna, and the baluftrades
inlaid marble : the whole was exccuted by
G. B. Foggini, at thc command of Cofmo
IIL. in honour of S. Ranicri, who died in
1161, and was proclaimcd by the Piians
their Patron-Saint. This chapel contains a
mofaic by Gaddo Gaddi, rcprefenting the
Madonna enthroned and attended by An-
gels, and an antique Grecian or Roman fta-

tuc,
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tue, faid to be that of Mars, though now
called S. Efefo. On the left fide of the
great crofs is the Chapel of the Holy Sacra-
ment, which contains a ciborio * of mafly
filver, and an altar adorncd with filver ba/k-
rilievi, both well executed after the defigns
of G.B. Foggini. The baluftrades are of
inlaid marble : here is a mofaic by Gaddo
Gaddi, reprefenting the annunciation. At
the bottom of the church, over the bronze-
door, is a beautiful bar or gallery, orna-
mented with baffi-rilicvi by ‘Giovanni, the
fon of Niccolo, Pifano; and it is much to
be lamentced that this valuable work, which
originally adorned a pulpit, is now placed fo
high, that it’s merits are fcarcely difcernible
it reprefents Scripture hiftorics. In the
center aifle is a pulpit of inlaid marble, fup-
ported by two {mall pillars, the one por-
phyry, the other oriental brocatello; and

* ’Z!‘hc tabernacle in which the Hoft is kept.

the
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the firft is deemed particularly curious, from

confifting of various picces fo well joined,

that it may properly be denominated Brec- -

cia Porfirea: the fccond is deemed the fineft
fpecimen of it’s fort in Italy. The right-
hand pillar, which fupports the cupola, is
adorned with a curious pi¢ture by F. B. Goz-
zoli, who lived in the fiftcenth century, re-
prefenting S. Tommafo d’Aquino difputing
with an affembly of Doors; and on the
left-hand pillar is a beautiful St. Agnes, by
Andrea del Sarto. The architrave of the
eaftern door was taken from an ancient edi-
fice, and the bronze door, which fronts the
Campanile, is highly efteemed for it’s anti-
quity, though not remarkable for it’s beauty.
Among the piGures which I have not men-
tioned, thofe beft worth notice are, the Ma-
donna and our Saviour furrounded with
Saints, attributed to Pierino del Vaga and
G. A. Sogliani—S. Ranieri putting on the
religious habit, bv Cav. B. Luti—the death

of
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of S. Ranicri, by Cav. G. Mclani, who
flourifhed in the feventcenth century—the
three Marys at the foot of the crofs, by G.
Bilivert—the adoration of the ferpent in the
wildernefs, by O. Riminaldi—Habakkuk
bornc by an Angcl, by Bilivert—J udith
gmng the head of Holofcrncs to her fer-
mnt—thc Madonna, our Sa\ ‘iour and Sdlntb,
pamﬁcd by Paffignano, and added to by Tem-
pefti, a living Artift—God the Fathet, Ra-
phacl, and other Angels, by Salembeni—
and the inftitution of the Lord’s fupper, by
Tempefti.

On the lcft of the bronze-door which
fronts the Campamle, and- fixed to the out~
ward wall of the' C@thcdml 1s the Sarcopha-
gus of the Countefs Beatrice, who died in
1113, and was Mother to the famous Coun-
tefs Matilda, the laft Defcendant from the
Counts of Tufcany. On this Sarcophagus is
reprefented, in baffo-rilicvo, the chace of
Meleager, according to fome opinions, and

the -
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the ftory of Phadra and Hippolitus, accord-
ing to others: however, be this\ as it may,
the merit of the work proves it an ancient
production, applied in latter ages to it’s pre-
fent ufe : and it is fuppofed that this Sarco-
phagus was the model from which Niccolo,
~ Pifano, and his Son ufed to ftudy. :
To the right of the Sarcophagus is a Co-
lumn of oriental granite, crowned by an an-
tique Vafe, which is beautifully adorned
with baffi-rilievi, reprefenting bacchanalian
myfteries ; and which feems to have been
one of the veflels fo much employcd by the
Grecks and Romans in their rchgxous cctc-
monies. '
The bronze Griffin on the top of thc Ca-
.thedral is a curious antique intaglio, 1magmcd
to be Egyptian workmanthip. _
The Baptiftery, a Germim-Gothic ftrucs-
ture, is an of&agon of white marble; the".
prmcxpal door is embellifhed with twa laro'c.

and
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and two fmall columns, fimilar to thofe
which adorn the bronze-gates of the Duomo.

The infide of this edifice refembles an an-
cient Heathen temple. Twelve arches, fup-
ported by cight vaft columns of Sardinian
granite, and four pilafters of whitc marble,
ferve as the bafc to a fecond row of pilafters,
on which refts the cupola. The capitals,
both of pillars and pilafters, are antique.
The Font, clevated on three fteps of beau-
tiful white marble, is adorned with intagl
and mofaics, fo well exceuted, that they ap-
pear to have been donc long before the
building. On the margin arc four places
for the immerfion of Infants, and, in the
centre, a large bafon for the immerfion of
Adults : this pradtice of immerfion, how-
ever, has becn abandoned ever fince the
thirteenth century.  The Pulpit, onc of
Niccolo Pifano’s beft works, is fupported by
ninc columns of precious marble, and orna-

mented
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mented with baffi rilievi formed out of ori-
ental alabafter and Parian marble. The fir?
piece reprefents the birth of our Saviour— -
fecond, the adoration of the Magi—third,
the prefentation in the temple—fourtf, the
crucifixion, (much inferior to the reft)—
JSifth, the laft judgment. This Baptiftery
was finithed in 1153, at which period the
City is faid to have been fo populous, that a
voluntary contribution of onc florin from
every Family fufficed to pay for this noble
edifice. Pifa, at the period above-mention-
ed, was fuppofed to contain 13,400 Families,
and, reckoning five Perfons to cach F amily,
the number of Inhabitants will amount to
67,000—marc than double the prefent num-
ber.
The Campanile, or Leaning Tower, is of
a circular form, ninety-five Florentine braccia
in height, and about feven braccia and a half,
or thirtcen feet, out of it’s perpendicular,
This beautiful edifice confifts of eight ftories,
Vou. L, P adorned
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adorned with two hundred and fzven columns
of granite and other marbles, many of which
have evidently been taken from ancient
buildings. According to the opinion of the
moft refpe&able Wiiters, it appears that this
Tower originally was ftraight, th‘ough {fome
accidental caufe, fuch as an earthquake, the
great’ fire of Pifa, or the natural loofenefs of
the foil, has produced it’s prefent extraordi-
nary inclination : and in that part of the
Campo-Santo where the lifc of 5. Ranier is
painted, we fee this now leaning Tower per-
Jeétly firaight, and confifting of feven ftories
only : may not, therefore, the eighth ftory,
which rather inclines on the contrary fide to
‘the others, have been added, 1n latter times,
as a balance to prevent the whole building
from falling.
' The Ca)npo-SanIo, orancient burial-ground,
" the moft elegant building at Pifa, and uniquc
perhaps m it’s kind, 15 a vaft rcQangle fur-
rounded byiixty-two lightand elezant Gothic

arcades
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arcades of white marble, and paved with the
fame. Archbifhop Ubaldo Lanfranchi (who
was Contcmporary with Richard Ceur-de-
lion, and his Brother-Warrior in the Holy
Land,) brought to Pifa a large quantity of
earth from Mount Calvary,and depofited it on
the fpot round which the walls of the Cam-
po-Santo arc now ereéted; he is, therefore,
hlppofcd to have given the firft idea of this
building in 1200; and eighteen years after-
ward, the prefeat firuéture was commenced
under the dire@ion of Giovanni, Pifano,
who finithed it 'in 1283. The ftatues over
the principal door arc by Giovanni, Pifano,
they ftand in a kind of tcmple, and among
them i1s the Sculptor himfclf knecling to
the Madonna. The Sarcophagi under the
arcades are chicfly of Parian marble. Round
the walls arc fempera-paintings of the four-
teenth and fifteenth century, which, how-
ever deficient in many refpeéts, caunot but
. yicld pleafure to thoie who wifh, on their

P2 cutrance
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entrance into Italy, to view the works of the
Revivers of an art aftcrwards carried to fuch
cxquifite perfe@tion. In the firft divifion of
the arcade on the weftern wall, are fix large
pi¢tures reprefenting the life of S. Ranieri,
the three upper ones by Simone Memmi, the
three under ones by Antonio, called Vene-
ziano; and peculiarly valuable on account of
the coffume accurately preferved in them all ;
and likewife becaufe they thew how fhips
were armed and rigged in the days of S.
Ranicri. In onc of thefe pictures is the
Campanile: they all are fuppofed to have
been begun in 1300. The fecond divifion
contains fix paintings reprefenting the life
and death of Saints Efefo and Potito, and
done by Spinello Spinelli, Arctino, about the
year 1400. The third divifion of the arcade
contains fix paintings reprefenting the hif-
tory of Job, by Giotto; fo injured, however,
by the hand of time, that it is difficult to
diftinguith them, although they were re-

touched
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touched by Marufcelli in 1623. The re-
maining paintings in this arcade are faid to
have been done by Nelli di Vanni, Pifano.
The two firft pictures in the fecond arcade
reprefent the hiftory of Efther, by Ghirlanda,
retouched, however, by Aurclio or Baccio
Lomi. The fecond divifion contains the
hiftory of Judith, which is modern, ill-done,
and damaged. The firft divifion of the
northern arcade contains four pi&ures re-
prefenting the creation, ‘by Buffalmacco,
who flourifhed in the beginning of the four-
tecnth century. The other paintings which
adorn this arcade, (thofe excepted which are
over the doors of the chapels), reprefent the
principal events in the book of Genefis, and
were begun by B. Gozzoli in 1484, and
finithed in the fhort fpace of two years.
The firft of thefe numerous pi¢tures con-
tains the famous Vergognofa di Campo-Santo,
and over the chapel-door is the adoration of
the Magi, by which work Gozzoli eftablifh-

P3 ed
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ed his reputation among the Pifans, and
prevailed with them to employ him in paint-
ing their Campo-Santo, not merely on ac-
count of the general merit of the picture,
but becaufe it cexhibited an excellent like-
ncfs of his Miftrefs, a Pifan-Girl, whom he
drew to difplay his imitative powers. Over
the fame door is the annunciation, attributed
to Stefano, Fiorentino; and the fifth lower
picture from this is particularly interefting, as
it contains feveral portraits of illuftrious Men,
and among them that of the great Lorenzo
de’ Medici. Over the door of the fecond
chapel is the coronation of the Madonna, by
Taddco Bartoli ; and in the fifth lower pic-
ture beyond this chapel are portraits of other
illuftrious Mcn, among whom the Painter
has placed himfclf, thcugh his figure is al-
moft totally obliterated. Thefe works by
Gozzoli are, generally fpeaking, the beft pre-
ferved of any in the Campo-Santo. The
paintings of the eaftern arcade, fo far as the

chapel-
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chapel-door, are by Zaccaria Rondinofi, Pi-
fano, and were done in 1666 ; they reprefent
the hiftory of King Ozia and Baltcfhazzar’s
teaft. Beyond the chapel are three paint-
ings, faid to be by Buffalmacco, reprefenting
the crucifixion, refurre@ion, and afcenfion of
our Saviour. The next picture, which is in
that part of the fouthern arcade not already
deferibed, reprefents the triumphs of Death,
and was done by Andrea Orcagna, who flou-
nfhed in the middle of the fourtcenth cen-
tury : it contains feveral portraits.  The fe-
cond large pi¢ture, by the fame Mafter, is
the univerfal judgﬁxcnt, in which Solomon
1 reprefented as dubious whether he may go
to Heaven or Hell. The ncxt picture, or
rather a compartment of the laft, reprefents
Dante’s Interno, and was done by Bernardo
Orcagna, Brother to Andrea, and reftored by
Sollazzino, who flourithed about the year
1530. The fourth picture reprefents the.
hiftory of the Anchorites, by Laurati, a Dif-

Pa ciple
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ciple of Giotto’s ; and over the great door is
an aflumption, by Simonc Memmi, onc of
the beft preferved pictures of the fourteenth
century. Here ends my defcription of the
paintings of the Campo-Santo; and it is
remarkable, that among the immen{c num-
ber of countenances contained in thefe
paintings we fcarcely find two alike. The
faces, gchcrally fpeaking, are well done, the
figurcs and drapery ftiff, the perfpeéive bad,
‘and the borders, which form the feveral com-
partments, particularly clegant. Among the
monuments 1s that of Count Algarotti, ere@-
ed by Frederick the Great of Pruffia, but
remarkable only for the beauty of the marble:
near it is the Sarcophagus of G. F. Vegio,
by Taddo ; and in the eaftern arcade is the
monument of Filippo Decio, who had it
ereted in his hfe-time, giving as a reafon,
¢ That he feared pofterity would not have
done it for him.” This monument is by

Stagio Stagi, and beautifully executed. Un-
der
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der Orcagna’s piGurc of the triumphs of
Death, ftands an ancient Roman mile-ftone,
which was difcovered on the Emilian-way
near Rimazzano, and from thence tranf~
ported to Pifa; and on cither fide of this
column is an infcription, the onc to the
memory of Lucius, the other to that of
Cuius Cafar, the adopted Sons of Auguftus.
Among the Sarcophagi is one, thought to be
that of Alexander Scverus and Julia his
Wife. Six hundred ancient Families of
Pifa, befides many illuftrious Men of dif-
ferent nations, are faid to be interred in the
Campo-Santo.

The Chicfa de’ Cavallieri, or Church of S.
Stefano, from whom th@{quare in which it
ftands is named, was built by Vafari; the
high-altar is of beautiful porphyry, fo like-
wife is the farcophagus above it, reputed to
contain the bones of St. Stephen, and the
bronze chair, fufpended over the farcopha-
gus, was prefented by Innocent XII. to Cof-

mo
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mo ITI.  On the cciling are fix paintings rc«
lative to the Knights of S. Stefano, the two
firft by J. Ligozzi, the two next by Jacopo-
da Empoli, the fitth by Cigoli, and the laft,
to reprefent the Grand-Duke Cofmo 1. re-
ceiving the habit of the order, by C. Allori.
The walls and cciling arc hung with tro-
phics taken from the Infidels by the Knights
of S. Steinno.  This church contains a very
curious orgau, a nativity, by Bronzino, and
a filver crucitix, by Algardi.

Vhe Pulazzo de’ Cavaliicri, {ituated in the
fame fquare, was Luilt by Vafari; and over
the principal entrance are bufts ot 1ix Grand-
Mafters of the order, beginning with Cofino
L who 1attituted thefc Knizhts in 1561, to
defend the Mediterzanean azaindt Turks and
Corfairs by means of galleys, on board of
which cevery Knight was obliged to ferve
three years ere he could Le finally received
mto the order: but when peace was cfta-
blifhcd between Barbary and Tuicany, the

Knights
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Knights and their galleys became ufelefs, in-
fomuch, that the latter were, in 1755, all
broken up and deftroyed.

Near to the Palazzo de’ Cavallicri there
formerly ftood a tower, now totally demo-
lithed, which was called The Tower of Fa-
mine, from having been the prifon of Ugo-
lino.

The Churcl: of S. Fredriano, which is fup-
ported by pillars of oriental granite with an-
cient capitals, contains a painting of our Sa-
viour on the crofs, done in the thirteenth
century, by Giunta, Pifano.

The Churcl of S. Anna contains a curious
antique reprefentation of our Saviour on the
crofs, wrought in wood on the tabernacle of
the high-altar; and this wooden i?:l‘.lptm‘f:,
of which there are feveral fpecimens in Pifee.
is attributed to G. Giacobbi, Pifano.

The Church of 8. Caterina contains a cu-
rious picture by F. Traini, one of the moit
tkilful Difciples of Andrea Orcagna: this

e

DI
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picture reprefents St. Thomas furrounded
by the Fathers of the Church, among whom
is a portrait of Urban VI.; at the feet of
thefe are feveral Philofophers and Heretics,
with their works torn in picces, and, what
1s very remarkable, St. Thomas himfelf is
placed between Plato and Ariftotle, who are
prefenting him with their litcrary produc-
tions.

The Clurch of S. Paolo aIl' Orto contains
a head of our Saviour, which appears to have
been done in the twelfth century.

The Church of S. Francefto, fuppofed to
have been built by Niccolo, Pifano, con-
tains a Chapel, called that of S. Antonio da
Padova, painted by Salembeni and Maruf-
celli—a 'Chapcl panted by Paffignano, to-
gether with a Madonna and Child, faid to
have been done m the fourtcenth century—
another Chapel near the Sacrifty, fuid to have
been painted by Spincllo, Aretino, who
likewife did the large picture over the Sa-

crifty
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crifty door—a picture in the Suerifty, by
Giotto, of 8. Francefeo receiving the Elet
—and in the Sacnity-Chapel, the Madonna
and Saints, painted in 1395, by T. Bartoli.
In the Cloifters, to the right of the little
fteps which lead into the church, the bones
of Ugolino, his Sons, and Nephews, are fup-
pofed to have been depofited.

The Church belonging to the Confervatoria
of S. Silvgfire, contains two antique paint-
ings by Guidotti, and a fmall ba/fo-rificve in
lerra cotta, attributed to Lucca della Rob-
bia, who invented the ancient paintings
upon glafs.

The Church of S. Matteo, built by the
the Brothers Meclani, 1s remarkable for the
frefco-paintings of the juft-named Artifts,
which arc fo tkiltully managed as to make
the roof appear wonderfully higher than it
xcally is. |

The Church of S. Picrino, fuppofed to
have been an ancient Heathen temple, con-

tains
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tains an antique Madonna painted on the
wall, and a crucifix, by Giunto, Pifano.
The ornaments without-fide of the great
door are ancient and beantiful; the pave-
ment is of }z’etrz' duri; and under this cdifice
1s an ancient bone-houfe, which contains
two Etrufcan farcophagi of Parian marble,
together with paintings in the ftylc of thofe
which adorn the Campo-Santo.

The Church of S. Michele in Borgo, builtq
it is Qid, before the cleventh century by
Gugliclmo, Pifano, is incrufted with Ceru-
lean marble, fupported by antique columns
of granitello, and adorncd with a marble
crucifix, wrought by Niccolo, Pifano, and
originally placed in the Campo-Santo; the
Madonna under this crucifix is one of the
moft ancient paintings in Pifa. The cupola,
the upper nave, the vifion of S. Romualdo,
the expedition to Majorca and Minorca, and
the inftitution of the Foundling Hofpital,
arc all painted by Guidetti.

The
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The Church of S. Vito, or, mourc properly
ipcaking, the Chapel of S. Ranieri, contains a
trefco-painting, reprefenting the death of the
bamt, and exccuted by Tempefti 1n his beft
mannecr ; the archite@ural ornaments whicn

The Churci of La Spina exhibits choice
monuments of ancient fculpture, namcly,
the Madonna and Child, St. John and St.
Pcter, by Nino, Pifano, onc of the Revivers
of the art; two figures attributed to Mof-
cliino, and a half-length Madonna, by Nino.

The Church of S. Andrea in Chinfica con-

tains a valuable monument of the Greco-

furround it are by Cioffo, a living Artit

Pifano ichool, namely, our Savicur on the
crots, which appears to have been done in
the thirtcenth century.

The Church of S. Martino contains a cru-

cifix by Giunta, Pifanc.*

* The clurches at Pifa contain many paintings by
oid Tufcan Maticrs which I have not menticned ; and
a minu.c dcfeription of them may be found in Mor-
RoNATS S e Pl

The
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The Palazzo Lanfranchi, on that fide of
the Arno called Parte di mezzo-giorno, was
built after the defign of Buonarroti.

The Palazzo Tonini contains two pictures
in tempera from Taflo’s Gernfalemmo, begun
by Melani, and finithed by Tommafi, his
Scholar.

The Palazzo Lanfreducci, which is in-
crufted with ftatuary marble, has a chain
and thefe words over the door; < _Alla Gior-
#ata;” many tales are told in confequence,
but none of them feem fufficiently authen-
ticated to be worth relating. This palace
contains a celebrated pi¢ture by Guido, the
fubjec of which is facred and profane Love,
reprefented by two Boys.

Cafa Mecherini, on the oppofite fide of
the Arno, which is called Parte di Tramon-
tana, contains a celebrated Sibyl, by Guer-
cino, with frefcos, by Tempefti and Cioffo.

The Palazzo Seta, in Via S. Cecilia, con=-

' tains
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tains frefcos by the Brothers Mclani, and a
gallery of pitures.

The Palazzo del Publico, and the Palazzo
ds’ Priori, contain paintings by the Brothers
Melani, &c.

In the Grand-Duke's Palace arc two beau-
tiful miniature pi&ures, which hang in the
royal bed-room; the ceilings are painted
with clegance, and the furniture, though
plain is handfome.

The Hofpitals arc fpacious ; and the Log-
gia d¢’ Banchi and Cafino Nobili are clegant
marble buildings.

The Unsverfity of Pifa was founded by the
Emperor Henry VII. though, in confequence
of civil wars, it became almoft annihilated
till the reign of Cofmo I. by whom it was
re-cftablifhed on the prefent plan in 1543 :
it has produced many,. if not morc learncd
Mecn than any other public ‘feminary 1n
Italy. '

Vou. L. Q Tle
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The Torre della Specola, or Obfervatory of
Pifa, was erc&ted about the yecar 1735, and
is furnithed with good inftruments, and con-
du&ed by ar: eminent Aftronomer and Ma-
thematician, MRr. Srop.

The botanical Garden was founded by
Ferdinand, fccond Son of Cofmo I. it is
tolerably well ftored with plants, aloes efpe-
cially; and Mr. Sa~ti, the Profeflor of
Natural Hiftory and Dircéor of the Garden,
takes great pains to encreafe the collection.
Mgk. Saxri’s literary productions fpeak his
abilities; and one obfervation with refpe&
to this Gcntlcman I will venture to make,
becaufe it is juftificd by my own experience,
that every Traveller who has letters of re-

commendation to him 1s fortunate.*

* The botanical Garden and Cabinet of Natural
Hiftory are ufually open from ten till twelve in the
morning, and from four till fix in the evening. Ca-
thedrals ini Italy are always open from fun-rife till fun-
fet; other churches gencrally open at fix or feven in

the
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the morning, fhut at twelve, open again at three in the
afternoon, and thut at fix. Palaces are ufually thewn
from nine in the morning till twelve, and from three
till fix in the afternoon. The ufual fee throughout
Italy, if a church be opened for you, is half a paul;
and at a palace, four pauls. At Pifa you generally
give for feeing the Campanile a livre, and the fame
at the Baptiftery, Campo-Santo, ancient Vapour-
Bath, and Modern Baths.
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LETTER XI.

Pifa, Maich 1708,

HERE feems little doubt that Pifa was

a Roman Colony, often vifited by the
Cefars; and Ncro, about the year 57, is
faid to have made an excurfion to this city,
with which he was fo much plcafed, that
he embellithed it by a magnificent Palacc,
and a Templc dedicated to Diana, at the
entrance of the Lucca-gate. This Temple
was built in the form of a rotunda, all of
marble without, the ceiling being an imita-
tion of the ftarry firmament, the intcrnal
decorations oriental marble columns, with
various pieces of fculpture and painting;
the pavement Egyptian marble, and the
ftatuc of the Goddefs ftood in its center.

Whether the Palace did or did not enclofe
this
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this Temple is unknown; but the former
is defcribed as being highly ornamented, and
of a vaft extent, ;:ontaining Baths, Gardens,
and Fifh-ponds; and it is-added that Nero,
in order to have it amply fupplicd with wa-
ter, built the Aquedu@® of Monti-Pifani,
which extended from Caldaccoli to the Luc-
ca-gatc. Such is the account given of Ne-
ro’s Temple and Palace; and it is certain
that the buildings called Ipocaufti, or Sweat-
ing-Baths, extended from thc Duomo to
the vicinity of the Monaftry of S. Zenonc;
it is equally certain that foundations of im-
menf{c buildings have been difcovered in the
gardens which now occupy the fpace be-
tween the Church of S. Zcnone and the
Duomo, that numberlefs pieces of marble
are feen in the walls and buildings which at
prefent ftand upon the above-named fpace;
~ and two ruins ncar the Lucca-gate, one of
which has been recently demolithed, were
gvidently parts of the Sweating-Baths ; and

Q3 thefe
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thefe circumftances concur, with feveral
others, to cftablifh the truth of what I have
juft written. The moft refpetable remains
of thefe antiquities is the Vapour-Bath, fitu-
ated in a garden clofe to the Lucca-gate:
this bath 1s an o&agon, with four femi-cir-
cular niches, in the upper part of which are
terra-cotta tubes of a triangular thape. Op-
pofite to the cntrance there appears to have
been a place referved for fome marble orna-
ment. The roof forms a f{emi-circle, and
contains eight places to admit light, befides
an o&agon apcrturc in the centre. The
pavement leading to the great furnace was
made of calcifiruzzo, with a furface of mar-
ble onc finger thick, for perfons to walk or
lie down upon. It is probable that under
this marble pavement there were vaulted
rooms, where the Attendants kept up per-
petual fires; and fome Peoplc imagine, that
under every niche were vafcs filled with wa- .
ter, which, on being heated by the fires, im-
pregnated
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pregnated the apartments with vapour. An-
cient Baths always confifted of four apart-
ments diftinguithed by the appcllations of
Jreddo, tiepido, caldo, and Judatorio, or Siufa;
and the apartment called #iepido in the Men's
bath always communicated with the fame
apartment in the Women’s; and therc 1s
no doubt but the bath juft defcribed con-
fifted of four apartments, as traces of thcm
may yet be difcovered. From the appcar-
ance of the bath now remaining, it feems to
have been lined throughout with marble ;
and the fix Grecian pillars on the fides of
the bronze-gates of thc Cathedral, together
with the other two which ornament the
principal door of the Baptiftery, are fup-
pofed to have been taken out of this build-
ing. The garden adjoining to the bath con-
tains orange-trees above fifty feet high, and
one yard and a quarter round the trunk. In
this garden, likewife, is the ancient Monafiry
of S. Zenone, vulgarly called St. Zeno, of

Q4 which,
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which, however, the Church only remains,
and in it arc Sarcophagi, which, though
mutilated and almoft defaced, ftill poflefs
fufficient beauty to make us cxccrate the
hand of avaricc or barbarifin, which has thus
deflroyed thefe valuable remains of Grecian
feulpture. ’

A houfe belonging to the noble Family
DaTaulie, ftems to have been formed out of
the ruins of an ancient theatre, judging
from the granite columns of different orders
difcoverable in the walls; and herc 1 muft
obferve, that the Tufcans are famed for hava
ing invented amphitheatres, togethier with
the games called Curuli, arx'l.d Certami de:
Czn'alli. . '

L the now fuppreffed Church of S. Felice
arc two columns of oriental granite, whofc
capitals arc adorned with mythological fi-
gures, fuppofed to reprefent Jupiter, Harpo-
crates, Diana, Minerva, Ifis, Cercs, and Ge-
nii: they probably belonged to a Roman

temple,
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temple, on the fitc of which the Church of
S. Felice is faid to have been erc@led : the
fculpture feems to be of Septimus Severus'’s
time.

The fubterranean part of 8. Micheli in
Borgo deferves notice: the pillars and walls
arc of pictre werracanne ; the roof is tufo,
and curioufly ofnamented with arabefihi,
refembling thofe which adorn Livia’s baths
at Rome, and not unlike in fiyle to the
paintings found in Herculaneum. This
building could not have been a Chriftian
church, becaufc the primitive Chriftians
adorned their churches with nothing but
quotations from Holy-Writ, therefore it
mutt, in all probability, have been ereéted
previous to the time of Conftantine.

The Aqueduct of Caldaccoli, fo called from
the hot fprings which fupply it, is fuppofed
to be that built by Ncro: cight arches may
ftill be feen at the diftange of about two
hundred yards from the modern Baths of

Pifa,
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Pifa, and ruins of the whole arc difcoverable
between this fpot and the Lucca-gate.

‘No veftiges remain of the ancient Port of
Pifa, mentioned by Strabo; but it is fup-
pofed to have been fituated near the mouth
of thc Arno, and not far from Leghorn.

The modern Baths, fituated about thrce
miles and a half to the north of Pifa are
clegant, commodious, and furrounded by
feveral good lodging-houfes. Two large
fragments of columns, with two capitals,
which bear marks of recmote antiquity, to-
gether with feveral other concurring cir-
cumftances, lead us to imagine thefc modern
Baths occupy the fame ground with thofe
mentioned by Strabo and Pliny.

The Mountain of S. Giuliano, which rifes
immediately above the Baths, exhibits fome
curious caverns, which fecm to indicate figns
of an extinét volcano.

The modern Aqueduit, begun by Ferdi-
nand I. and finithed by his fon, Cofmo II.

15
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is a magnificent work, worthy the Princes
of the Houfe of Medicis. It commences at
a village called Afciano, and rcaches from
thence to Pifa, a diftance of four miles.

The Canal, which extends from Pifa to
Leghorn, was made by Ferdinand I.

The Royal Farm, or Cafcina, near Pifa,
fituated 1n an extenfive and beautiful foreft of
cork-trecs, ever-green oaks, &c. and wathed
by thc fea, is particularly well worth no-
tice, as it contains fome hundreds of Camels,
who, though Forcigners, breed hcre, and
are cmploycd as beafts of burden. The Caf-
cina is open to the public; fome parts of
the foreft, however, arc not fo; but Tra-
vellers who apply for the Grand-Duke’s per-
miffion to ride or drive in thofe parts, fel-
dom mecect with a refufal. The late Grand-
Duke, Lcopold, was the firft Perfon who
attempted to breed Camels 1n Italy, and fo
prolific arc thefe animals, that from onc

couple
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couple only originate the number abovee’
mentioned.

The Nobility of Pifa and the Gentlemen
belonging to the Univerfity are remarkably
polite and friendly to Foreigners, the lower
claffes of People civil and humane, but cx-
acting. The Peafantry appear rich and hap-
py; for the Tufcan Farmer, according to

_the laws of Lceopold, divides the producc of
the land with his Mafter, and confequently
lives well.

There arc two 1inns at Pifa, The Huffaro
and The Poff; the former is the better
houfe, but the latter has the advantage in
point of fituation ; both are tolcrably good,
though by no means fo comfortable as pri-
vate lodgings ; and with regard to the laft,
I would counfcl Travellers in gencral, and
Invalids in particular, to refide on that fide
of the quay called, della parte di mezzo-gior=
#o ; for, on the oppofitc fide, and in many
of the ftrects and fquarcs, the houfes are

damP,
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damp, and confequently unwholefome. New
houfes arc to be avoided here, and in every
other part of Italy, it being gencrally three,
four, nay, fomctimes five ycars cre the walls
become dry. Houfes not built on arches
arc likewifc to be avoided; and ground-
floors, in winter, {pring, and autumn, are
unwholefome, though very healthy in fum-
mer.

The fountain-water of Pifa, which flows
through the aqueduét, is perhaps the fincft
in Italy ; and Travellers thould be efpecially
carcful to fend daily for this water, becaufc
that introduced by means of wells into the
houfes is fcldom fit either for drinking or
kitchen ufe.

The Theatre here 1s capacious, but not
{o elegant as that at Leghorn.

The three bridges, as I have already men-
tioned, arc very handfome, efpccially the
middle one, which 1s built of marble and

pictra verrucano; and the mock-fight ufually
cxhibited
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cxhibited every third year on this bridge 1s,
perhaps, the only remaining veftige of thofe
athletic games herctofore fo famous among
the Grecks and Romans.  The amufement
confifts in a battlc fought by nine hundred
and fixty Combatants, who, clothed in coats
of mail, and armed with wooden clubs, dif-
pute for forty-five minutes the paffage of the
bridge. The ftrongeft Combatants poflefs
themielves of the field of battle; and when
it 1s poffible to cmiploy ftratagem, they never
let flip the opportunity; but to fight in car-
neft is forbidden; ncverthelefs, this mock
encounter frequently cofts lives, and is,
therefore, but fcldom permitted, though one
of the moft beautiful fpectacles in Italy.
Some Authors tell us it was inftituted- by
Pelops, Son of Tantalus, King of Phrygia;
others think it was eftablithed by Nero;
while others believe it to have been origi-
ginally cclebrated in memory of the defcat
of Mufetto, King of Sardinia, which hap-

pened
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pened in the year 1005, upon a bridge at
Pifa; but, whoever the Inftitutor might be,
the amufement is entered into by the Pifans
with a degree of {pirit that beggars all de-
fcription.

Therc is likewife every third fummer a
fingular and moft beautiful Illumination
here, in honour of S. Ranieri. On this night
the whole Lung’-Arno appears like one im-
menfe crefcent of magnificent and regularly
built palaces, ftudded over with innumerable
quantities of diamonds, fome in the Tufcan,
others in the Gothic, and others in the gro-
tefque, or Chinefe ftyle of archite&ure
(which participates fo much of the Egyp-
tian, that many People believe the Chinefe
were originally an Egyptian Colony). Add
to this the three bridges, ornamented with
temples, palaces, and arabefques, all blazing
y;/ith jewels; and fuch is the fcene which
Pifa prefents to the view at this general il-
lumination. No wonder, therefore, that Ari-

ofto



240 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

ofto 1s faid to have borrowed images from
fo. fplendid and fo fingular an cxhibition,
which can only be likened to an enchanted
city.

The immenfe length and beautiful eurve
of the Pifa quay, contribute greatly to the
fplendor of the two above-named exhibi-
tions, the ground being fo fhaped, that all
the fpe&ators are feen at once, whether in
balconics, carriages, on foot, or in boats upon
the river; and the fame caufe renders the
Carnival at Pifa particularly beautiful, for,
during the laft week of this whimfical
amufement, the whole quay is filled with
Mafks from three in the aftcrnoon till the
commencement of the Opera, when moft of

them adjourn thither.

LETTLER
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LETTER XII.

Pifa, Ap#il 1796

E ilavc juft madé an excurfion to

the City and Baths of Lucca, the
former of which, cailed L’indzﬁriqu, is
beautifully fituated aﬁqﬁt fouftcen Tufcan
miles from Pifa, in a luxuriant valley, en-
circled by the Apenninc, and watered by
the river Serchio. It is defended by eleven
baftions of brick, and perhaps the moft
beautiful ra.mpart.s in the world, which,
from being plantcd with large trees, givé
this City the appearance of a fortified wood,
with a watch-tower in its centre. Thefe
ramparts arc three milcs round, and form a
delightful promenade cither on fpot orina
carriage. Over the Pifa-Gate is written,
Libertas; and it is impofible to pafs this
Vou. L. R gate
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gate without feeling high refpe for a Town
which, even during the plenitude of Roman
defpotifm, maintained its own laws and
fome degree of liberty; and which, fince
that period, has always continued free. The
territory contains about four hundred {quare
miles, and one hundred and twenty thoufand
Pcople. Cafar wintered at Lucca after his
third campaign in Gaul ; and, according to
Appian of Alexandria, all the Magiftrates of
Rome came to vifit him, infomuch, that two
hundred Roman Senators were feen before his
door at the fame moment ; ‘which circum-
ftance rather proves Lucca to have been at
that period a large City. The ftreets are
_ broad, well paved, and clean, but irregular.
The Cathedral, ereéted in 1070, though
unpromifing without fide, is a fine Gothic
building within, and contains on the right
of the great-door the tomb of Adalbert, fur-
named the rich, who lived in the beginning
of the tenth century, and from whom, ac-
cording
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cording to MuraToRI,defcended the Princes
of Eft, and the Houfe of Brunfwick-Hanover,
now Sovereigns of Great-Britain. The
famous Countefs Matilda, was a Defcendant
from the above-rzontioned Adalbert; and
this Princefs, the Daughter of a Duke of
Lucca, who died in 1052, rcigned over
Tufcany, Lombardy, and Liguria, maintain-
ing defpérate wars for thirty fucceflive ycars
againft the Schifmatics and AntizPopes, till,
at léngth, he chafed the Emperor, Henry
IV, out of Italy, and reftored to the church
its ancient pofleffions.

The Palazzo Publico contains good pic-
tures; and in the Armoury are arms for
twenty-five thoufand Citizens, though an
Englith Gentleman, who underftands thefe
things, tells me the mufquets are not worth
a farthing. Our Courier, who has great
bodily ftrength, attempted to put one of the
{malleft ancicnt helmets on his head, but

R 2 found
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found himfelf fcarcely able to lift it—fo
much are men degenerated !

The remains of the ancient Amphitheatre
~ are difcoverable on the fpot called Prigioni
vecchie. .

The police of Lucca has long been famed
for its excellence ; the upper ranks of peo-
ple are worthy, learned, opulent, and cheer-
ful ; and the Peafants remarkably good Huf-
bandmen. SicNorA TERESA BANDETTINI
Laxpuccl, furnamed by the Arcadian Aca-
demy, AMariLLA ETRUSCA, 152 Lucchefe,
and the moft celcbrated Improvifatrice who
now exhibits in Italy. Two good inns are
generally kept open at Lucca.

The diftance from hence to the Bagni-
ealdi is about eighteen miles; the beginning
of the road is good, the latter part fteep,
ftony, and, in many places, much too nar-
row ; it winds almoft conftantly by the fide.
of the Serchio, and is cut out of rocks, cloth-

ed
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¢d with olives and cheftnuts, and adorned
with convents, caftles, and cottages. No-
thing can be more romantic than this drives’
and on the way arc thrce extraordinary -
bridges, the firft confifting of two immenfe
arches, notina ftraight line with each other,
but forming in the ccntre a confiderable an’!
gle. Neither do thefe arches fupport a level
road; on the contrary, you afcend one
arch, and defcend it again; you then come
to an angle of flat ground, after which you
afcend the other arch, and defcend that, till
you reach a fmaller arch, which brings you
to the oppofite fthore of the Serchio. The
height of this bridge we could not precifely
afcertain; but, judging from the eye, 1t is
nearly equal to that of Auguftus at Narni.
The fecond bridge is fimilar to the firft;
but the third, which confifts of only one
large arch, is by far the loftieft, and, accord-
ing to oral tradition, was the work of the
Devil, who really feems to have been, in the

Rs3 opinion
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opinion of the Italians, a great Archite, for
cvery extraordinary building is attributed to
him. Other accounts, however, fay, thefe
three bridges were ere@ed by the Countefs
Matilda; and one of the Poftillions, whe
drove us to the Bagni, told me, they were
built in the year 1002; an extraordinary
circumitance that he fthould have been fo
accurate a Chronologift! but the common
People of Italy are wonderfully well-inform-
ed refpecting the hiftory of their own coun-
try, and fo fond of its Poets, as frequently
to know their works by heart.

Thz Bagni-caldi di Lucca are fituated on
the fide of a romantically picturefque moun-
tain, thickly clothed with cheftnut-trecs,
and embellithed with numberlefs cottages.
.There are feveral Lodging-Houfes at thefe
Baths, but provifions are not plentiful ; that
is, little variety can be found for a table.
Ang during the months of J uly and Auguft

‘the fituation muft be a very hot one; but

in
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in May, June, and Septcmber, it cannot fail
to charm thofe Perfons who like folitude.
Carriages are of little or no uf¢ at the Bagni-
caldi, but their want is well fupplied by
chaifes-a-porteur. There is a good Lodging-
Houfe at the Bagni della Villa in the plain.

Lovers of botany fhould vifit, during the
month of May, a fpot near Lucca, called
Monte Fiorita, which ié, at the above-named
feafon, enamelled with a larger number,
and a greater variety of flowers than full to
the tharc perhaps of any other hill in Eu-
rope.

R4 LETTER
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LETTER XIIL

Florence, March 1798.

LOREI\CE in Itahan, Firenze, Wthh

fignifics, in the Etrufcan language,
red hly, (attually the arms of the city,) has
defervedly aéquircd the appellation of La
Bellz; it ftands in a luxuriant, beautiful,
and extenfive plain, furroundéd by moun-
;cains of the Apennine, and 15 faid, by fome
Authors, to have been an ancient town of.
Etruria, afterwards inhabi'téd by the Phe-
nicians ; while others fuppofc it to have been
founded by Sylla’s.Soldiers, or by the Pcop]é
pf Fiefole; and onc thing {ccmé ccrtain,_
namcly, that the choiceft part of Cafar’s
Army was fent to colonize at Florence, (then
called Florentia), about fixty years before

;hc birth of our Saviour; and under the do-

minion -’
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minion of the Roman Emperors it became
onc of the moft confiderable cities of Etru-
ria, and was embellifhed with a Hippo;
drome, a Campus Martius, a Capitol, an
Amphitheatre, and a road called Via Caffia.

So many cxcellent accounts of Florence
have been already given, that it would feem
like arrogance in me to enlarge much upon
the fubje®. I will, thercfore, content my-
felf with mentioning, in a fummary ‘man-
ner, the objeés beft worth a Traveller's at-
tention.

The Palazzo Vecchio was built by Arnolfo,
the Difciple of Cimabug; and before the en~
trance is a group in marble of David flaying
Goliah, by Buonarroti—on the ceiling and
yvallé of the great-hall are the moft celebrat-
cd actions of the Florentine Republic and
the houfe of Medicis, all by Vafari, except
four picturcs in oil, one reprefenting the co-
fonation of Cofmo l. by Ligozzi—another

the
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the twelve Florentines at the fame time
Ambatladors from different ftates to Boni-
tace VIIL by Ligozzi—a third, the elecion
si Cofmo I., by Cigoli—and a fourth the
inftitution of the order of S. Stefano, by
Paffignano. In this hall, likewife, is a Sta-
tue of Victory, with a Prifoner at her feet,
by Buonarroti !—and another group of Vir-
tue triumphing over Vice, by Giovanni di
Bologna! The cxploits of Furius Camillus
are painted in fempera, by Salviati, in the
Salla dell’ Udionzo vecchia.

The Loggia of the Palazzo Vecchio was
built after the defign of Andrea Orcagna,
and is adorned with ftatues of Judith and
Holofernes in bronze, by Donatello—Perfeus
with Medufa’s head in bronze, by Benvenu-
to Cellini—a young Roman Warrior carry,
ing off a Sabine Virgin, and her Father pro-
ftrate at his feet, with the rape of the Sa-
bines in baffo-rilievo on the pedeftal, by Gio-

vannj
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wanni di Bologna!'!'—two lions in marble,
brought from the Villa Medici at Rome—
and fix antique ftatues of Sabine Prieftefles.

The Piazza before the Palazzo Vecchio
_ contains a noble Fountain erected by Cofmo
L., after the defign of Ammannati—and an
equeftrian Statuc of Cofmo I. in bronze, by
Giovanni di Bologna, to whom the Sea-
. Nymphs and Tritons, which furround the
fountain, are likewife attributed.

The Fabbrica degli Ufizi, which compre |
hends the royal Gallery, was built by Vafari
—the exterior part of the edifice is decorated
with Doric columns, which form two mag-
nificent porticos, united at one end by an
arch that fupports the apartments occupied
by Courts of Juftice; and over this arch is
a Statue of . Cofmo I., by Giovanni di Bo-
logna, together with recumbent figures or
Equity and Rigour, by Vincenzo Danti.

The Royal Gallery of Medicis contains fo
many chef-d' euvres of art, that Actifts only

can
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can do it juftice in defcription ;* added ta
which, the mode of arranging its contents is
fo frequently changed, that it is impoffible
to point out the fpot where any one parti~
cular thing may be found ; but the beft me-
thod of viewing the whole with convenience
and advantage, is to appropriate one entire
morning to each Cabinet, and three or four
to the Anti-rooms and Corridors.$

The

% In my account of the Pi&ures beft worth notice
at Florence, Rome, Naples, Bologna, Venice, Vlenua,
and Drefden, T have been materially affifted by the
judgment of Mr. ARTAUD, a young Painter, who
is travelling at the expence of our Royal Academy,
and whofe diftinguifhed abilities and clofe application
have already placed him, in the opinion of foreign
Connoiffeurs, at the head of his elegant and fafcmaung

Art.
+ This Colle&ion, in the year 1798, was arranged

as follows :

Firft Anti-room.—A ftatue of Mars, and another of
Silenus holding an infant Bacchus, both in bronze—
ten bufts of the Princes of the houfe of Medicis,
among which is that of the great Lorenzo—four bafff
rilievi.

Sccond Anti-room.—A horfe in marble, fuppofed to

havg
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The Palazzo Pitti was begun after the de-
fign of Filippo di Scr Bruntllefco, the moft
celebrated Archite@ of the fifteenth cen-

have originally belonged to the group of Niobe and
her Children ! | |—A wild-boar in marble, faid to be
Grecian fculpture!! !—two columns adorned with
military trophies, on the top of onc the buft of Jove,
on the other that of Cibele—four ftatues in marble—
two dugs in marble—buft of Leopoldo.

Firfl Corridor.—The ceiling of this immenfe gallery
is adorned with arabefques—round thc walls (near
the ceiling) are portraits of the moft renowned cha-
ra&ers of antiquity, comprehending Generals, Statef-
men, Literati, and Princes—and on the left-hand
wall, below the portraits, are paintings of the Floren-
tine-fchool. Here likewife are bufts of nearly all the
Roman Emperors, feveral ftatues, and many fine far-
cophagi, one of which, in the centre of the gallery
near the door of entrance, is particularly celebrated.

Firft Cabinet.—The Hermaphrodite, Greek fculp-
ture, and very fimilar to that in the Villa Borghefe at .
Rome ! ! ! —bufts of Alexander! Jove, Junius Brutus,
and Cicero—a ftatue called Genio della Morte—an in-
fant Hercules—together with many other ftatues,
bufts, and baffi-rilievi.

Second Cabinet—Florentine-fchool.  Job, by Fra.
Bartolommio—Ifaiah, by the fame—the vifitation, by
M. Albertinelli—two bufts of Seneca.

Third Cabinet—Florentine-fchool. Head of Medufa,
by Leonardo da Vinci!!!—an angel playing on a

guitar,
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tury, and finithed by Ammannati. In the
court-yard is the baffo-rilievo for a mules
who conftantly drew the fledge which cori-

guitar, by Roffo! I—portrait of Dante-—dittd of Pe-
trarch—a Child holding a bird, by A. Allori—St:
Peter, by Carlo Dolci—the ceiling is adorntd with
arabefques.

Fourth Cabinet, cailed the Tribune.—Statues—the
Venus de’ Medici, fuppofed to have been done by
Praxitcles! ! | '—the Lottatori, or Wrefllers |—thé
dancing Faun!!—the Apolio!! fo like the bronzeé
ftatue of this God, by Praxiteles, in tlie Villa Albani
at Rome, that many People fuppofe it to have been
done by the fame Sculptor—the Arrotino !—Paintings
+—St. John in the wildernefs ! | !—Pope Giulio II. ! '—
and three other pi&tures, all by Raffaclle—Titian’s
Venus!!'! faid to rival that of Praxiteles—a Sibyl, by
Guercino—Maflacre of the Innocents, by Daniello
da Volterra! ! l——the Virgin in contemplation, by
Guido !—threc piftures by Andrea Mantegna—two
pictures by Parmigianino—the Madonna, our Saviour,
St. John, &c. by Andrea del Sarto—a Holy Family,
by Buonarroti—a picture by Albert Durer—another by
Rubens—a Holy Family—by Correggio !—a portrait;
by Vandyck—Judith with the head of Holofernes, by’
Leonardo da Vinci—a Madonna and Child, by Cor-.
reggio—the Madonna, our Saviour, St. John, &c. by’
Pictro Perugino—a Madonna and Child, by Giulio Ro-’
mana—a concert, by Baflano—portrait of a Cardinal,
by Domenichino.

Fifth



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. - 255

tained the materials employed in the build-
ings; and over this baff-rilievo is a Statue
of Hcrcules, and near it a Group like that

called

Fifth Cabinet—Venctian and Lombard-fchools, &c.
Head of St. John, by Correggio! !—our Saviour in
the garden, by the fame—a landfcape, with Loves
dancing, by Albano ! !—the Madonna, our Saviour,
&c. by Titian—a Sibyl, by Guido-—Rape of Europa, -
by Albano—two drawings, by Salvator Rofa ; and two
paintings in oil, by the fame—ftatue of a boy fleep
ing !—the ceiling is adorned with arabefques.

Sixth Cabinet—Dutch-[chool. Peafunts at table, by
F. Van Mieris —a Madonna and Child, by Vander«
Werf! |—a candle-light piece, by Van Oftade—two
pi&ures, by Gerard-Douw—a table of Florentine work
—the ceiling is adorned with arabefques.

Seventh Cabinct—Flemifl and German-{chools. Head
of an old Man, exquifitely finithed, by B. Denner!!
—{feveral fmall pi&ures, by Elzheimer—and one by
Teniers—two landfcapes, by Claude Lorrain—four
infides of churches, by Peter-Neefs—a drawing, by
Vandyck —ditto, by Rubens—fruit, by Mignon—the
ceiling is adorned with arabefques.

Eighth Cabinet—French-fchool. A wild-beaft hunt,
by Gagneraus—two battle pieces, by Borgognono—a
landfcape, by Boguet dc Chantilly—a portrait, by P.
Champagne, Flamand!—an biftorical painting, by
N. Pouffin !—a {mall landfcape, by Gas. Pouffin—
death of Socrates, by Frefnoy !~—a ftatue of Venus!

and
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called Ajax Telamon, of a Soldier going to
inter his dead Comrade. The ceilings of
this Palace, painted in fempera, by Pietro di

Cortona

and another of a Boy taking a thorn out of his foot !
—the ceiling is adorned with arabefques. )

Ninth Cabinet. A capital colle&tion of cameos, in-
taglios, precious vafes, fmall ftatues, columns, &c.—A
fine table of Florentine work—arabefques on the ceil-
ing. Sulphurs of the cameos and intaglios, belonging
to this colle&ion, will fhortly be fold at Florence.

Second Corridor—On each fide, near the ceiling, is
a continuation of the portraits of the moft renowned
charalters of antiquity. Here, likewife, are pi&tures
containing the hiftory of S. Maria Maddalena, toge-
ther with feveral picces of fculpture, among which is
a Venus fitting on a they, and a famous tor/o.

Third Corridor—The ceiling of this immenfe gal-
lery is adorned with paintings, reprefenting the revival
of the arts and {ciences, with other hiftorical fubjefs,
in which are introduced portraits of all the moft emi-
nent Chara&ers among the Florentines.  On each fide
near the ceiling is a continuation of the portraits of
the moft recnowned Charaéters of antiquity. On the
left-hand fide, below the portraits, are paintings of
the Neapolitan and other {chools. Here, likewife, is
a large number of ftatues and bufts, among which are
Morpheus in touchftonc, and a copy of the Laocoon,
by Bandinelli.

Teuth Cabinct. Portraits of Painters, chicfly done

by
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Cortona and his Scholars, reprefent the pa-
triotic actions of the Medici Family, under
emblems taken from the Heathen Mytho-

Iogy.
Ceiling

by themfelves—buft of Mrs. Damer, done by herfelf
~—a remarkably fine table of Florentine work.

Eleventh Cabinet. Portraits of Painters, chiefly
done by themfclves, and a beautiful marble vafe re-
prefenting the facritice of Iphigenial!

Twwelfih Cabinet. Alti rilievi, bufts, infcriptions,
&ec.

Thirteentk Cabiner. Pifures of various fchools,
among which is a fine iketch of the Madonna, St
Anne, &c. by Fra. Bartolommeo—a Man playing
with a monkey, by Annibale Caracci—an aflumption,
by Volterrano—a fine table of Florentine work and
a handfome vafe.

Fourteenth Cabinet. Statues of Niobe and her Chil-
dren!!! The group of Niobe and her voungeft Child
is beautiful, though one of the Mother’s hands fcems
ill-reftored. The dead Son is much admired, fo like~
wife are fix morc of the figures. It is extremely to be
regretted that thefe famous ftatues are not difpofed in
fuch a manner as to accord with the fubje&t. Niobe
and her youngeit Child are by fome Perfons fuppofed
to have becn done by Scopas ; but that they were the
work of a Grecian Artift feems all which can be ad-
vanced with certainty. The other ftatues appear to
‘be by various hands.

Vor. L. S Fifteenth
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Ceiling of the Camera di Venere. Minerva
forcing a Youth, by whom is meant Cofmo I.

from the arms of Venus, to place him under

Fiftecnth Cabinet. Grecian vafes—little beafts in
térra-cota, faid to have been offered to the Gods by the
Poor, inftead of vi®tims—feet, legs, &c. offered to the
Gods in confequence of different cures, which laft cuf-
tom is ftill kept up in Roman-Catholic countries.

Sixveenth Cabinet. Statues, baffi-rilievi, &c. in
bronze ; the moft celcbrated of which is, Mercury
ftanding on the wind, by Giovanni di Bologna!!

Seventeenth Cabinct. Etrufcan Statues in bronze,
the moft celebrated of which are, an Orator and a
Chimera—ancicnt inftruments for facrifice—candela-
bres—-=lamps—-rings—-bracelets—-car-rings— metal
mirrors—weights and fcales—chirurgical inftruments
domeftic utenfils—manufcripts on wax—marking let-
ters—houfehold goods, &c.

'The ftair-cale leading to the Royal Gallery is fo fa-
tiguing to Invalids, that they thould always be carried
up. The doors are opened at ninc every morning,
Jt/las excepted, and clofed at twelve ; opened again at
three in the afternoon, and clofed at fix.

"I'he Grand-Duke interdifts his Servants at the Gal-
Jery, the Palazzo Pitti, the Mufcum of Natural Hif-
tory, and the Academy of Fine Arts, from receiving
gratuities ; ncverthelefs, at the firft-mentioned place
a fequin fecms expeted by the Cuffodi, efpecially
from Travellers who vifit it frequently.

The Magliabechiana Library is under the fame roof
with the Gallcry.

the
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the guidance of Hercules, while the Genius
of War fhews him the laurel wreath he
ought to afpire after!!!—the continence of
Scipio—Antiochus quitting his Miftrefs to
go where duty calls him—Crifpus, Son of
the Emperor Conftantine, refifting the foli-
citations of Faufta, his ftep-mothcr—the
phyfician difcovering to Seleucus, King of
Syria, that his Son was dying of a concealed
paffion for his Step-Mother—Cyrus difmif>
fing his Prifoner, Panthea, that he might
not be feduced by her charms—Auguftus
fhewing Cleopatra that her beauty was in~
capable of captivating him—Alexander re-
ceiving the Mother and Wife of Darius
with humanity, but without being betrayed
into faulty admiration of the latter—Maffi-
niffa fending poifon to the Queen of Numi-
dia, that fhe might avoid, by déath, the
difgrace of fwelling Scipio’s trrumph. While
Pictro di Cortona was employed in painting
the Camera di Venere, Ferdinand II. who

S2 ; came



200 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

came to view the work, exprefled great ad-
miration of a Child drowned i tears.
“Sce,” replied tiie Painter, ¢ with what fa-
cility Children are made cither to laugh or
weep;” and, fo faying, he gave onc ftroke
with his bruth, and the Child appcared to
be laughing, till, with another ftroke he re-
ftored the countenance to its original form.

Ceiling of the Camera d’ Apollo. A Youth,
who again reprefents Cofmo I. infpired with
poetic fire, and Apollo thewing him the ce-
leftial globe, that he may fing of its won-
ders—Czfar attending to inftructive books
as he walks, that he may not wafte time—
Auguttus, after having fhut the temple of
Janus, cherifhing the Mufes, and liftening
to Virgil's Encid—Alexander preparing to
march, and taking with him a fheet of the
Ihad—the Emperor Juftinian and his Coun-
{cllors forming a code of laws.

Ceiling of the Camera di Marte. Cofmo I.
under the form of a young Warrior, leaping

out
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out of a boat, and combating with his lance,
while Mars affifts him, by darting lightning
at his Enemies—Caftor and Pollux carrying
the fpoils of the Vanquithed to Hercules,
who makes them into a trophy—captives
loaded with chains, fupplicating the God-
defs of Victory—Pcace, with the olive in
her hand, giving them comfort, while Abun-
dance revives, and fcatters bleflings among
the conquered People!!!

Ceiling of the Camera di Giove. Jupiter
receiving a young Hero, who ftill reprefents
Cofmo I. and is condu&ted to Olympus by
Hercules and Fortune, in order to receive a
crown of immortality. A Genius holds his
hand before the Hero's eyes to prevent their
being dazzled by the fplendor of the Thun-
derer, while another Genius prefents the
young Man's armour, perforated with jave-
lins, to the Goddefs of Victory, who en-
graves his name upon a thicdd: fhe 1s fup-
pofed te have juft begun, and only written

S 3 the
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the initial letter of the word, ¢ Medicis.”
The frefcas, in form of a fan, reprefent the
bleffings of peace, namely, Minerva planting
an olive-trec—Mars mounted on Pegafus—
Caftor and Pollux leading their horfes coup-
led together—Vulcan repofing in his forge
—Diana fleeping after the chace—Apollo,
God of Arts, and Mercury, God of Com-
merce and Wealth, appear among the em-
blems of Peace, while the General of the
Vanquithed is reprefented as making inef-
fectual efforts to fhap his chains, in which
attempt he is gided by Difcord, who carries
in her hand a torch to relume the flames of
war.

Ceiling of the Stanza di Ercole. Hercules
on the funeral pile, above which is the apo-
thgoﬁs of that Hcro, whom Mars and Pru-
dence condu& to Olympus, \\'bCl_'t; .hc re-
ceives a crown of immortality.

Rooms on the grbzma’:ﬂoor. Several paint-
ings, among which are eight in imitation

of
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+ of baffi-rilievi, by Giovanni da San-Giovan-
ni; and ten others by the fame Painter,
Cecco Bravo, Ottavio Vannini, and Fran-
cefco Furino, reprefenting the revival of the
arts and fciences by Lorenzo i/ Magnifico.*

The

* The Royal Apartmentsare fplendidly adorned with
gilding, beautiful tables of Florentine mofaic-work, and
Jeagliusla, fuperb fmall filver ftatues, and fome of the
mott celebrated piGures in the world, namely, three
landfcapes, a battle-pi: ce, the confpiracy of Cataline,
and the portrait of a Poet, all by Salvator Rofa—the
demon of war forcing Mars from the arms of Venus,
by Rubcens!!!—two landfcapes and a Ioly Family,
by the fame—St. Mark, by Fra. Bartolommeo—Philip
IL. of Spain, by Titian—portrait of Cardinal Ippolito
de’ Medici, by Titian—T'itian’s ~l\l.iﬁrefs, by himfelf
—our Saviourin the garden, by Carlg Dolci—Leo X.
with the two Cardinals, Giulio de’ Medici (afterwards
Clement VII.) and Luigi di Roth, by Raffaclle!!!—
the Madonna della fegziola, by the fame!!!l—Ru-
bens, his brother, and two Philofophers, by Rubens!!!
a Holy Family, by Andrea de! Sarto—our Saviour and
other figures, by Cigoli !—Paul I1L. by ‘Titian—the
annunciition, by Andrea del Sarto—Cardinal Benti-
voglio, by Vanayck!ll—a Holy Family, i Katfaelle’s
fecond manner—a dead Chrift, with St. fohin thie Fvan-
gelify, Jofeph of Arimathes, Mary Magdalene, &c. by

S 4 Pletrn,



264 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

The Giardino di Boboli is very large, and
contains feveral pieces of fculpture, the moft
remarkable of which are, the Fountain at
the end of the great walk, decorated with a
coloflal Neptune ftanding on a granite ba-
fon, above twenty feet in diameter, with the
Ganges, Nile, and Euphrates bencath, all by
Giovanni di Bologna—Neptune in bronze,
furrounded with Sea-Montters, by Lorenzi,

Pietro, Perugino—a Holy Family, by Titian—Giulio
1I. by the fame—a drawing of the Fates, by Buonar-
roti!!!—a Sibyl, by Titian—Charity, by Guido—a
Madonna and Child, by Raffaelle—God the Father,
by the fame—the Madonna, our Saviour, and fevera}
other figures, by the fame—a portrait, by Rembrandt !}
—Apollo and the Mufes, by Giulio Romano!!!—
Clcopatra, by Guido—an infant Jefus flceping, by
Carlo Dolci!—Calvin, Luther, and Catherine, by
Giorgione da Catcl Franco—and the apparition of
our Saviour, by Brtolommeco.

The apartments'in which the Grand-Duke receives
Company are fplendid and comfortable.

A fcuds is frequently accepted, though fometimes
refufed, by the Perfon who attends Travellers round
the Palazzo Pitti. The ufual hours of admittance are
from ten till twelve in the morning, and from three
till fix in the evening.

' ' and
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and four unfinithed ftatues in a grotto, by

Buonarroti. This garden is always open to
the Public.

Tlie Mufes d’Ifioria Naturale, colle&ed by
the late Grand-Duke, Leopoldo, is faid to
be the fineft Mufeum in the world, with
refpect to the anatomical preparations in
wax and wood, the petrefattions and mine-
rals, and the thick-leafed, milky, and fpongy
plants, which cannot be preferved in the
common way, and are therefore beautifully
reprefented in wax, to complete the botani-
cal part of this princely collection. Cav.
Fericr Foxrana is the Direftor of the
Mufeum, and all the anatomical prepara-
tions in wax and wood have been, and ftill
arc, cxccuted under his orders, except the
famous reprefentation of the Plague, which
was donc in the times of the Medici, and
is {o painfully fine, that few People can bear
to cxamine it. This mafterly performance
owcs its prefent place to Sig. Grovaxsi

FaBBRONI,
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FaeBrox1i, a Gentleman whofe bnlliant
genius and extenfive knowledge have not
only contributed largely to the improvement
of the Mufcum, but likewifc to that of arts
and {ciences in general.

Below flairs are a Laboratory and divers
producions of Tufcany. Oun the firff floor,
two rooms filled with large quadrupeds,
fithes, and birds; a library ; rooms dcftined
to mechanics, hydraulics, eleéricity, and
mathematics, togcther with a botanical gar-
den ;—and on the fecond floor, near twenty
rooms, containing the reprefentation of the
Plaguc, and the anatomical preparations, all
of which may be avoided by Perfons who
do not like to fee them. In another range
of apartments, on the fame floor, arc birds,
fithes, reptiles, infecs, fhells, foffils, mine-
rals, wax-plants, &c.

The Obfervatory makes part of the Mu-
feum, and contains good inftruments.

This Mufeum 1s open to public infpection

cvery
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cvery day, feflas excepted, from eight in the
morning till twclve, and again from three
till fix.

Santa Maria del Fiore, or the Duomo, was
begun about the year 1294 by Arnolfo, and
completed about the year 1445 by Filippo
di Scr Brunellefco ; the Lanthorn, defigned
by the laft named Archited, is of folid mar-
ble, fincly carved. The outward walls of
the church are inerufted with black and
whitc polithed marble, the pavement is
marble, and the baluﬂradeé and pillars which
{urround the Tribuna were defigned by Buo-
narrotti, and adorned with baffi-rilievi by
Bandinclli and Giovanni del Opera. To-
wards Via de’ Servi, over a door of curious
workmanthip, is an annunciation in mofaic,
called by the ancients /ithofiratum, and done
by Ghirlandajo; and another picce of the
fame kind, by Gaddo Gaddi, is placed
within-fide of the church, above the great
door. Over the fouthern door is a group of

the
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. the Madonna and cur Saviour between twa
Angels, by Giovanni, Pifano. The cupola
was done by Bruncllefco, who has gained
immortal honour by the performance; it
was paintcd by F. Zuccheri and Vafari. At
the upper end of the choir isan anciceat cru-
cifix, by Benedetto da Mujano, and bchind
the high-altar a marble Pietd, faid to have
been the laft work of Buonarroti, which
death prevented him from completing. This
Cathedral contains portraits, ftatucs, and
monuments of celebrated charaéters of the
Florentine Republic. On the right-hand,
near the great door, 1s-a marble buft of Bru-
nellefco; next to this 1s a buft of Giotto;
further on arc Pier Farnefe, General of the
Florentines, and Marfilio Ficino, the Re-
viver of the Platonic philofophy, a Man as
remarkable for his lcarning as for the low-
nefs of his ftature. Near the door leading
to Via de’ Servi is an antique portrait of
Dante, the Father of Italian poctry, whofe

tomb,
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tomb, however, is at Ravenna, whcre he died
in exile.- This portrait is by Andrea Or-
gagna; and fo highly do the Florentines
venerate the memory of Dante, that the
place where he often ufed to fit in the Piazza
del Duomg is carefully diftinguifhed by a
white ftone. Near to this Poet is a picture
of Giovanni Acuto, the Pifan General, and
another of Niccolo da Tolentino; and under
the firft-named picture is an infcription which
fays, Acuto was a Britifh Knight. In the
Chapel of S. Zenobi is a bronze Ciborio, by
Ghiberti, and the door of the Sacrifty is by
Luca della Robbia.

The Campanile, a quadrangular Tower, of
red, white, and black marble, defigned by
Giotto, and begun in 1334, is deemed the
moft beautiful edifice of its kind in Italy.
The four Statues on the fide neareft to the
Baptiftery are by Donatello, and one of
thefe (called by its Author his Zuccone or
Bald-pate) he preferred to all his other

works,
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works, partly from the beauty of the fculp~
ture, and partly becaufe it refembled one of
his friends. The other ftatues arc by Nic-
éolo, Aretino, Andrea, Pifano, Giottino, and
Luca della Robbia.

S. Giovanni, or the Baptiftery, fuppofed
to have been originally a temple of Mars, is
of an o&angular form, with a roof fomewhat
like that of the Pantheon. The exterior walls
arc incrufted with polithed marble, and the
two bronze doors, done by Ghiberti, after the
defigns of Arnolfo, and formerly gilt, are fo
peculiarly beautiful, that Buonarroti ufed to
fay, they deferved to have been the gates of
Paradife. The other door was cxecuted by
Andrea, Pifano, after the defign of Giotto.
The foliage and feftoons round the firft-
named doors are by Ghiberti’s Son, Bona-
corfa: the baffi-rilievi reprefent Scriptural
hiftories. Without-fide of the Baptiftery is
a celebrated group in bronze, by F. Ruftici,
reprefenting John the Baptift with a Scribe

and
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and a Pharifee. The two porphyry columns
on the fides of the principal entrance were
prefented by the Pifans to the Florentines,
in confequence of the latter having guarded
Pifa while its Inhabitants werc engaged in
fubduing Majorca and Minorca; and the
pendant chains feen here, and in other parts
of the City, arc trophies won by the Flo-
reatines when they conquered the ancient
Porto Pifano. The interior part of the Bap-
tiftery 1s adorned with fixteen immenfe gra-
nite columns, which fupport a gallery ; and
between thefe columns are ftatues reprefent-
ing the twelve Apotftles, the law of nature,
and the written law, all by Ammannati, ex-
cept St. Simon, which, in confequence of
the original ftatue being broke, has been re-
placed by Spinnazzi.  The high-altar is
adorned with a ftatuc of St. John Baptift in
the a of being tranfported to Heaven by
Angcls, and this group and the pulpit are
by Ticciati. On the ceiling arc mofaics

by
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by Apojlonius (a Grecian Artift), Andrea
Teffi, Gaddo Gaddi, &c. The pavement is
chiefly ancient mofaic, and in one part re-
prefents the fun with the twelve figns of the
yodiac. In ancient mofaic, likewifc, 'is the
following infcription, which may be rcad
cither backwards or forwards: < En giro
torte Sol ciclos et rotor igne :” Phoebus drives
on oblique his fiery car.

The Church of S. Lorenzo, built at the
expence of a Lady namecd Juliana, who
lived in the reign of the Emperor Theodo-
fius, confcerated in 392, and rebuilt in 1425,
by Bruncllefco, contains two Pulpits adorned
with bronze baffi-rilievi, by Donatello—a pic-
turc reprefenting the marriage of the Ma-
donna, by Roflo—the Chapel de’ Principi,
defigned by Bucnarroti, and adorned with
the tomb of Giuliano de’ Medici, Duke of
Nemours, and Brother to Leo X., on which
tomb is a ftatue of the Duke, together with

a recumbent figure of Day, and another of

Night: .
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Night, all by Buonarroti—the tomb of Lo-
renzo de’ Medici, Duke of Urbino, orna-
mented with a ftatue of the Duke, together
with a recumbent figure of Twilight, and
another of Daybreak, all by Buonarroti—
and here likewife is a Madonna and Child,
by the fame great Mafter. The high-altar
of the Church, done by command of the
late Grand-Duke, and dcfigned for the
Chapel of Medicis, is beautiful Florentine-
work, and over it is a crucifix by Giovanni
di Bologna—a Madonna, by Buonarroti—
and a St. John, by one of his Scholars. The
old Sacrifty was built by Brunellefco, and
contains a buft of Leonardo, by Donatello
—and a porphyry tomb with bronzc orna-
-nents, made to contain the bones of Pietro
and Giovanni, Sons of Cofmo Pater Patriz,
by Verrocchio.

Adjoining to the Church of S. Lorenzo
1s the Medicco-Laurenziana Library, embel-
lifbed with archite@ural ornaments by Buo-
Yor. L T narroti,
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narroti, and particularly rich in ancicht
manufcrif)ts.

The Chapel d¢* Medici, likewile adjoining
to the Church of S. Lorenzo, was begun in
1604, by Ferdinand I., after his own defign.
Three hundred Workmen were, for a cone
fiderable period, employed upon this build-
ing; but latterly the number has been lef-
fened, fo that it is not yet half completed;
and we have already feen the ducal Family
of Medicts extin&, nay, perhaps may fec the
Dukedom itfelf annihilated, ere the finithing
ftroke bc given to this Maufoleum of its
Princes.  The building is o&angular, and
the walls beautitully incrufted with almoft
every kind of precious marble.  Six fides of
the oGagon arc embellithed with farcophagi
of Egyptian and oriental granite, made after
the defigns of Buonarroti, and two of them
eariched with cufhions of red jafper, which
bear a regal crown of great value. Here,
likewift, are two ftatucs in bronze, onc of -

which
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which is by Giovanni di Bologna. The
farcopha«n are merc ornaments, the bo-
dies of the Princes being placed perpendicu-
larly under them in a fubterranean repo-
fitory.

The Church of S. Marco, belonging to the
Padri Domenicani, contains a picture of the
Madonna, our Saviour, and Saints, by Fra.
Bartolommeo—a récumbent Saint in bronze,
by Giovanni di Bologna—the fall of manna,
by Paffignano—the Chapel of S. Antongho,
adorned with fine fculpture, after the
figns of Giovanni di Bologna, and likewife
¢mbcllithed with a pi&ure, by Naldini, re-
prefenting the converfion of St. Matthew—
and juft without the Chapel, over the arch,
S. Antonio in marble, executed by Giovan-
ni di Bologna himfelf. In this Church are
buricd two celebrated Men, Angelo Poli«
ziano, and Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, °
both highly famed for their learning; and
the latter was not only ftyled, the Phanix of

T 2 the
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the Sciences, but callcd by Scaliger, ¢ 4 Pro-
digy, a Man without a fault. They both died
in 1494.

The Convent, to which the Church of S.
Marco belongs, contains frefcos by Poccetti,
together with many rare and valuable manu-
fcripts.  In the Garden is a Chapel painted
by Poccetti, and near it the Spezieria, famous
for the beft eflences at Florence.

The reale Accademsia delle belle Arti, found-
ed by the late Grand-Duke, Leopoldo, is
open to public infpection at the fame hours
with the Gallery, and highly merits notice,
not only on account of the hberality of the
inftitution, which givesall poffible encourage-
ment to rifing Genius, but likewife as it con-
tains excellent cafts of the Baptiftery-doors,
and moft of the fine ftatues yet difcovered in
Italy. Here is a noble Apartment fitted up
with drawings, &c. for the ufe of very young
Painters—another noble Apartment, con-
taining every neceflary accommodation for

thofe
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thofe who are further advanced—a Gallery,
containing paintings and fketches by cele-
brated Mafters, among which is a curious
old piture, by B. G. Angelico—and a paint-
ing, in another apartment, by Giovanni di
San-Giovanni, of the repofe in Egypt. This
Academy likewife contains fchools for ar-
chite®ure, pra&ical mechanics, &c. and
here alfo the Florentine-work is made.

Not far from hence are Chiflers, which
formerly belonged to the fuppreflcd Com-
pany of S. Giovanni Batifta, but are now in
cuftody of the Academy, where the key is
always kept. Thefe Cloifters, commonly
called L’Oratorio dello Scalza, contain tem~
pera-paintings of the life of St. John Bap-
tift, all by Andrea ‘del Sarto, except two,

- which are by Francabigio. At the entrance
of the Court are figures reprefenting Faith
and Hope, and on the fides of the oppofite
door Charity and Juftice, all by Andrea—
the hiftory of St. John commences with

T3 Zaccarius
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Zaccarius becoming dumb on account of his
incredulity—II. Painting, Mary vifiting Eli-
zabeth—III. Elizabeth brought to bed—
1V. Zaccarius blefling St. John, who de-
parts for the defert, by Francabigio—V. St.
John meeting our Saviour as the latter re-
turns from Egypt, by Francabigio—V1I. The
baptifm of our Saviour, by St. John—VII,
St.Jokn preaching in the defart—VIII. The
converted Jews receiving baptifm—IX. St.
John carried before Herod—X. Herod's fup-
per and dance—XI. The bchéading of St.
John.—XIl. Herodius’s Daughter bringing
in the head., It is recorded thut Andrea del
Sarto received for thefe frefcos only twenty
livres cach, though many of them are ex-
quifitely fine!!!

The Crurch of thé Annunziata is famous
for a frefco-painting of the annunciation,
done by a certain Bartolommco, who, being,
it 1s faid, at a lofs how to make the counte-
nance of the Madonna properly feraphic,

- fel
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fell afleep while pondering over his work ;
and, on waking, found it executed in a ftyle
he was unable to equal, upon which he in-
ftantly cxclaimed, ¢ A miracle, a miracle !”
and his countrymen were too fond of mira-
cles not to believe him, although the Ma-
donna’s face is by no means fo exquifitely
painted, as to be attributed to a heavenly
Artift.

The Corridor leading to the Church s de-
gorated with tempera-paintings, namely—a
nativity, by Baldovinetti—S. Filippo Benizzi
induced to embrace the monaftic life in
confequence of a vifion, by Roffelli—S. Fi-
lippo covering a naked Leper with his own
fhirt, by Andrea del Sarto; and near this
pi¢ture is the buft of Andrea—the next
painting reprefents S. Filippi travelling to-
wards Modena, and reviled by young Men
who are fitting under a tres, which being
ftruck by lightning, two of the Revilers are
killed ; thisis by Andrca, asare—S. Filippo

T 4 delivering
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delivering a young Perfon from an evil Spirit
—a dead Child reftored to life by touching
the garment which covers the corpfe of S.
Filippo—Women and Children knecling
round a Friar who is adorned with relicks of
S. Filippo's clothes—and feven /lumettes on
the other fide of the Corridor. The mar-
riage of the Madonna is by Francabigio—the
vifit of Mary to Elizabeth, by Pontormo—
and the aflumption, by Rofli. The Church
of the Annunziata 1s loaded with ornaments ;.
1t contains, in the middle of the ceiling, an
aflumption, by Volterra, who likewife paint-
ed the cupola of the fribuna—in the chapel
which enclofes the miraculous picture is an
altar adorned with filver baff rilievi, before
it are two filver candlefticks about fix feet
high, and over it two large filver ftatues of
Angels. The Ciborio 1s beautifully worked
and adorned with a fine head of our Saviour,
by Andrea del Sarto—two large pictures fup-
port a filver cornice, from which hangs a

| curtain
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curtain of the fame metal, and under this is
the miraculous picture, illuminated by up-
wards of forty large filver lamps and chande-
liers. The pavement is porphyry and Egyp-
tian granitc; and adjoining to the Chapel is
an Oratory, the walls of which are mofaic,
and compofed of agate, jafper, and other
precious ftones. The ceiling and Junettes of
the Chapel «del Crocififfi are by Volterrano.
The ceiling of the great tribuna is by Poc-
cetti; and behind the high-altar is a Chapel
decorated after the.defigns and at the ex-
pence of Giovanni di Bologna, who was bu-
ried in it. ‘This Chapel contains a crucifix
and ba/fi-rilievi in bronze, executed by Gio-
vanni for the Grand-Duke, who thought
they could not be more properly appro-
priated than in adorning the tomb of their
Author. The cupoletta is by Poccetti. In
a Corridor on the left fide of the Church is the
Madonna del Sacco!!! deemed the mafter-
piece of Andrea del Sarto, and at which
' Buonarroti
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Buonarroti and Titian are faid to have gazed
unceafingly. It 1s recorded that the Painter
of this beautiful frefco did it for a fack of
corn in time of famine. The other paint-
mgs in this cloifter are by eminent Matters;
and thofe in the Corridor, which contains
the Madonna del Sacco, were done by Poc-
cetti, who has reprefented the moft remark-
able a&ions of the fix Foundersof the Con-
vent. Another Corridor contains, Manetto
preaching before S.Lodovico, King of France
—and Innocent 1V. making his Nephew
Protcctor of the order of Scrvites, both by
Roflelli; and the Madonna in a car, by Sa-
limbeni. Another Corridor contains Alex-
ander IV. giving Religion power to ere&
monaftrics for the whole world, by Roffelli
—Buonfigliuolo refigning the government of
the church to Buonagiuni:a, by Poccetti—
three more paintings, by Salimbeni—and on
the ceiling fmall portraits of illuftrious Ser-
vites. The Refetory is adorned with a

frefco,
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frefco, by Santi di Tito: and on the top of

the ftairs leading to the Noviziato, is a pictd -
by Andrea del Sarto, deemed one of his beft

works. This great Painter lies buried in the

open veftibule before the church. In the cen-

. tre of the Piazza della Nunziata 1s an equef-

" trian ftatuc of Ferdinand I. by Giovanni di

Bologna.

The Church of Sa. Maria Maddalena de
Pazzi particularly deferves notice on account
of the Neri-Chapel, fituated on the right fide
of the Court leading to the Church, and
faid to contain in its Cupoletta, the mafter-
piecc of Poccetti reprefenting the manfions
of the Bleficd!!! The Capclla-maggiore
belonging to the Church is magnificent, be-
ing incrufted with marble, and adorned with
twelve columns of Sicilian jafper. Here reft
the bones of Santa Maria Maddalcna de’
Pazzi, furrounded by baffi-rilievi, exprefling
the moft memorable acion of her lifc, and
four marble ftatues, reprcfenting her mott

confpicuous
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confpicuous virtues, namely, Piety, Swects
acfs, Penitence, and Religion—the curtain
of the organ, done by G. B. Cipriani, (whe
has left no other work in Florence,) repre-
fents Sa. Maria recciving the communion
from the hand of our Saviour—and Chrift
in the garden is by Santi di Tito—the Chap-
ter-room, and Refetory of the Convent to
which this Church belongs, are embellifhed
with paintings by Perugino, Raffaellino del
Garbo, and other celebrated Mafters.

The Church of Santo Croce, built about the
year 1294 by Armolfo, and afterwards re-
paired by Vafari, contains the tomb of Buo-
narroti, who was born at Chiufi, near Arezzo,
in 1474, and died at Rome in 1563; but
the Grand-Duke of Tufcany, jealous that
Rome fhould have the honour of providing
a grave for this great and good Man, ordered
his body to be removed from thence and
buried in the Church of Santa Croce. The
Family of Buonarroti was noble, and Mi-

chael
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chael Angelo’s Parents were very averfe to
his becoming an Artift; which they deemed
derogatory to nobility. Michael Angelo,
however, by unccafing importunitics, at
length prevailed upon them to let him fol-
low his natural genius. Sculpture, Paint-
ing, and Architecture, are rcprefented in
mournful attitudes, fitting bencath the tomb
of their Favourite, whoit buft refts upon a
Sarcophagus; and a 1mall painting (Jdonc by
Michacl Angelo) is introduced among the
ornaments at the top of the¢ monument.
The ftatue of Sculpture, by Cioli, isill done ;
Architeurc, by Giovanai dell’ Opera, 1s
more happily executed ; and Painting, by
G. Batifta del Cavaliere, better ftill; the
buft of Buonarroti is by the laft-named Ar-
tift. Here, likewife, is the tomb of Pictro
Michel, called by Linnzus, ¢ The lynx of
botany”’—and that of Machiavelli, crected
266 years after his death, at the expence of
t}lc Literatj. In the Cavalcanti-Chapel is

an
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an annunciation, by Donatello, which eftas
blithed his fame as a Sculptor ; and near 1t
the tomb of I.eonardi Bruni, Aretino, the
IMiftorian, on which is a Latin infcription
that may be thus rendered—¢ Since Leonard
dicd, Hiftory mourns, Eloquence is mute,
and it i1s faid, that necither the Greek nor
Latin Mufes can refrain from tears.” In
the Barberini-Chapel is a picturc of S. Fran-
cefco receiving, the flimmate,* by Naldini—
in the Baroncelli-Chapel antique paintings
on the walls, by Taddeo Gaddi; and over
the altar a picture reprefenting the corona-
tion of the Madonna, Paradife, Saints and
Angels, by Giotto : and on the prefles in the
Sacrifty are twenty-fix paintings, by the laft-
named Mafter, half of which reprefent the
life of our Saviour, and the other half that of
S. Francefco!!! the altar-piece, and all the

paintings on the walls, are by Taddeo Gaddi.

* The wounds received by our Saviour upon the
crofs, and miraculoufly imparted to the Saint.

The
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The Riccardi-Chapel contains pi&ure of a
S. Lorenzo giving alms, by Paflignano—Sa.
Elena, by Biliverti—S. Francefco, by Rof=
felli—and frefcos reprefenting the lifc of St.
Andrew, together v ith other frefcos upon the
cciling, by Giovanni dt S. Giovanni. In the
Chapel of S. Francefco is a picture of that
Saint, by Cimabue ; but the moft ftriking
thirg in this Church is the Chapel de’ Nic-
coliui, incrufted with Carrara-marble. The
ftatues of Moies and Aaron are by Franca-
villa! and thofc reprefenting Virginity, Pru-
dence, and Humility, are attributed to the
fame Artift, though, judging from their in-
feriority to the others, it feems improbable.
The frefcos in the Cupola, and the four Si-
byls, arc by Volterrano !!!—the next altar is
adorned with a famous crucifix, by Dona-
tello; beyond which is the martyrdom of S.
Lorenzo, by Ligozzi, and a dead Chrift, by
Cigoli. The Chapel della Concezione was
painted by Giotto; and next to it is the af-

ceniion,
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cenfion, by Stradano; beyond which ftands
the monument of the great and deeply in-
jured Galileo, ercéted by otder of Viviani
his Scholar : the buft of Galileo is by G. B.
Foggini. It is faid that Galilco wis at firft
interred in the Piazza Sa. Crocc (which is
unconfecrated ground), becaufe he lay un-
der fufpicion of herefy on account of his
philofophical difcoveries; nay, it is cven af-
ferted that the family of Nelli (Viviani’s
Executors) found fome difficulty in obtain-
ing leave to remove his bones into the
church almoft a century after his deceafe,
and part of his works are ftll profcribed.

The ‘/j&acious‘ Convent of Sa. Croce contains
paintings by Cimabue and Giotto.

The Church of Orfanmichele is efteemed
for its architeture, and was built by Giotto
and Taddeo Gaddi, as the market for grain.
Without-fide are feveral pieces of fculpture,
namely, Saints Matthew, Stephen, and John
Baptift, by Ghiberti—St. John the Evan-

gelift,
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gelift, by Baccio da Montelupo—Saints Pe-
ter, Mark, and George, by Donatello (and
the laft is deemed particularly finc)—Saint
Philip, Saint Eligio, and four Saints in one
group, by Nanni d’Antonio—Saint Thomas,
by Andrca Verrocchio—St. Luke in bronze,
by Giovanni di Bologna! and another Saint
Luke, by Mino da Fiefole. The infide of
the church contains fculpturc by the Revi-
vers of the art.

The Church of Santa Maria Novella, com-
menced in 1279, by two Dominican Monks,
was fo much admired by Buonarroti, that he
_ufed to call it, his Spofa. Over the middle
door within-fide is a crucifix, by Giotto ; and
among the paintings are the martyrdom of
Sa. Catherina, by Bugiardini, fcveral of the
figures in which were defigned by Buonar-
roti—and the Madonna, by Cimabue, fup-
pofed to have been the firft work he ever did
in Florence. In the choir behind the high-

altar are feven paintings reprefenting the life
Vor. L. U of
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of the Madonna, and feven reprefenting that
of St. John Baptift, all by Ghirlandajo! they
contain portraits of the Painter himfeclf, and
of feveral of his moft illuftrious Contempo-
raries, among whom are Pictro, Giovanni,
and Lorenzo de’” Medici. The paintings be-
fore the altar are likewifc by Ghirlandajo.
The adjacent Chapel contains a crucifix,
donc by Bruncllefco for the famous Countefs
who lived with Donatello. Another Chapel
1s painted by Andrcaand Bernardo Orcagna,
who have reprefented Hell in one part, and
Heaven in another—the paintings over the
door of the Campanile are by Buffalmaeco.
Without-fide of the Church, over the great-
door, 1s the proceflion of Corpus Domini,
painted by Giocchi, in 1610:  £he adjoining
Convent contains feveral valuable frefeos by
old Mafters, and, in the Spamfh Chapel, are
portraits of Cimabue, Simonec Mcmmi, and

the cclebrated Laura.
Thz Church of S. Spirito, built by Brunel-
lefco,
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lefco, is, in point of archite@ture, the fineft
at Florence;, and contains a famous copy of
Buonarroti’s Pietd, in St. Peter’s, at Rome;
and another, equally famous, of our Saviour
bearing his crofs (likewifc s° ™. .me); the
former by Nanni di Baccio Bigio, the latter
by Landini. The high-altar, inlaid with
precious marblcs, was creted by the Mi-
chelozzi-Family, at the cxpence of an hun-
dred-thoufand fcudi, and is one of the moft
beautiful things at Florence.

The Church of Il Carmine, begun in 1268,
was nearly deftroyed by fire, and in confe-
quence of that accident repaired about thirty
years fince. The c¢iling and cupola were
painted by Stagi and Romei*—the piture.
of Tobias receiving his fight is by Ganbac-

* Subje@ts—the moft renowned Charalers of the
Old and New Teftament—the Prophet Elias carried
up to Heaven in a chariot of fire—the Madonna put-
ting the veil upon Sa. Maria Maddalena de¢’ Pazzi—the
blefled Angelo Mazzhingi in glory—and the afcenfion
of our Saviour into Heaven.

U2 clant
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ciani—and our Saviour on the crofs, with
three female figurcs, by Vafari. The Chapel
della S. S. Vergine del Carmine, was painted
by Mafolino da Panicale, and Mafaccio, his
Difciple, the latter of whom is fuppofed to
have been the firft perfon who adopted the
prefent inqprovcd ftylc of painting; but, dy-
ing young, his work was finithed by Filippb
Lippi; and fo great is the merit of this
Chapcl, that Leonardo da Vinci, Bartolom-
meo, Andrea del Sarto, Buonarroti, and
Raffaelle, arc faid to have made it their
chief ftudy : the paintings reprefent the life
of St. Peter. The organ is one of the beft
in Florence; and on its curtain is the Ma-
donna and Saints, by Romei. But the moft
ftriking thing here is the Corfini-Chapel,
magnificently incrufted with precious mar-
bles, and adorned with an alto-rilicvo, re-
prefenting S. Andrea Corfini, (who from a
- Monk became Bifhop of Fiefole,) afcending
into Heaven ; this is by G. B. Foggini, and

over
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over it is God the Father in glory, by Mar-
cellini—the farcophagus in which thc bones
of the Saint arc depofited, is adorned with
filver baffi-rilievi, and on the fides of the
Chapel are two marble alti-rilievi, by Fog-
gini, one reprefenting the Saint rcading his
firft mafs, and thec Madonna appearing, and
faying, ¢ Thou art my Servant, I have chofen
thee, and in thec will I be glorified;” the
other reprefenting his defcent from Heaven
to affift the Florentines in the battle of An-
ghiari!! The cupola was painted by Luca
Giordano. In the Chapel della Communio
1s a Cupola by Romei, reprefenting Melchi-
fedeck offering facrifice for Abraham’s vic-
tory. The Convent to which this Church be-
longs contains frefcos by Procetti, &c.

The Gerini-Palace, in Via del Cocomero,
contains a charming colletion of pictures,
among which"are two infides of churches,
by Petterneff !—two landfcapes, by Salvator
- Rofa!!'—a Promctheus, by the fame Maf-
' Us ter;
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ter; and St. Andrew knecling before his
crofs, by Carlo Dolci!!—all of which are
particularly celcbrated.* It is neceflary to
choofc a light day for feeing this Palace,
moft of the rooms being very dark.

The Riccardi-Palace, which once belonged
to the Mcdici-Family, is a fine building ;
the Gallery contains a ceiling beautifully

" painted by Luca Giordano !—the ceiling of
the Library is by the fame Matfter, and the
colle&ion of books and manufcripts one of
the moft valuable at Florence,

The Corfini-Palace 1s adorned with fome
good paintings.

The Houfe of Buonarroti, in Via Ghibels
lina, 1s interefting from having been the re-
fidence of fo grcat a Man, and likewife from
containing fome remains of his works.

The Strozzi-Palace is a fine picce of Tuf-
can architeGture; and in the Uguccioni-Pa~

* This Colle&tion, when I quitted Florcnce was
faid to be upon fale. |

lace,
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Jace, built by Buonarroti, is a painting of
the paffage of the Ifraclites through the Red
Hca, by Perino dcl Vaga!

The great Hofpital, near the Porta San-
Gallo, called Spedale di Bonifazio, which re-
ceives the aged and crippled Poor, Lunatics,
and Perfons afflied with chronic diforders,
1s fpacious, clean, and airy. The Sick and
Aged appear to be comfortably lodged and
well attended, but the funds belonging to
this ufeful charity are not fufficiently ample
to fupply convalefcent Paticnts with a pro-
per quantity of nourifhment. Detached
from the rcft of the building are excellent
apartments for Lunatics; fomcwhat lefs
care, however, feems to be taken of thefe un-
happy Creatures than of others.

The noble Hofpital of Santa Maria Nuova
is faid to contain abovc a thoufand beds,
and the Paticnts are cxr.rcmcly well at-
tcnded.

The Sj)eiale degl’ Innocenti ufually con-

U4 tains
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tains 3000 Children, who have not, how-
ever, a fufficient number of Nurfes; and
the cuftom of binding up every ncw-born
Infant in fwaddling clothes frequently dif-
torts thc limbs, and fometimes produces
mortification and death.

The Column of Saravezza marble, in Via
Romana, was cre@ted by Cofmo I. in me-
mory of the battle of Marciano; and the
granite Pillar, near Ponte S. Trinita, was
taken from Antoninus’s Baths at Rome, and
ere&ted at Florence by Cofmo I. in memory
of the conqueft of Siena. Therc s a figure
of Juftice on its fummit, which gave rife to
the following proverb : < Juftice at Florence
is too high to be reached.”

The bronze wild Boar, near the Portico,
or Exchange, is a copy by P. Tacca of the
famous antique in the Royal Gallery.

There are fcveral Theatres at Florence,
and the Opera-houfe, called the Pergola, is
a beautiful edifice, remarkably well fecured

from
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from fire, and | painted with peculiar ele-
gance.

Owver the Porta San-Gallo 1s a tempera-
painting by Ghirlindajo; and juft beyond
the gate a magunificent (riumphal Arch, ereéted
in honour of the Emperor Francis I. when
Grand-Duke of Tufcany.

Without-fide of a houfé near the Porta Ro-
mana is a fingular frefco, by Giovanni di
San-Giovanni, reprefenting the city of Flo-
rence under the form. of a Woman clothed
in royal robes, and the other cities of Tuf-
cany as Females paying homage to their
Queen.*

The

#* The Group which ufed to ftand over a fountain
near the Ponte Vcechio, and which bore the appella-
tion of Ajax, Son of Talamon, {clf-murdered, and
fupported by a Soldier, has becn lately taken down to
be repaired, and placed in the Royal Gallery, while
the group of Hercules killing the Centaur, by Gio-
vanni di Bologna, is intended to occupy the place of
the firft-namcd group, which, on being rcmoved from
the advantageous fituation where the wifdom of the ’

Medici
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The river Arno divides Florence into two
unequal parts, which are united by four
bridges; and that called Ponte Sa. Trinita,
built by Ammannati, is decmed remarkably
elegant.

All the Tufcan Cities are excellently pav-
ed and very clean. Florence is particularly
famed for its beautiful mofaic work, but the
woollen manufa@ory, once fo flourithing, is
now fallen into decay. The Brothers Pi-
fani, in the Prato, have a Studio well worth
notice, where all the fineft pieces of ancient
fculpture are copied in alabafter, and the
merit of the vafes is faid to be efpecially
great.

In this country is found a fort of marble
which fplits almoft like flate, and when po-
lithed the variations of its yellow and brown

Medici-Family had placed it, turns out much inferior
in point of merit to what Sculptors fuppofed, great
part being modern, and the reft in many refpe&s
faulty ; ncither docs it reprefent Ajax, but a common
Soldier going to inter his dead Comrade.

veins
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veins reprefent trees, landfcapes, and ruins

“of old walls and caftles. Several natural
petrefattions are likewife found in this neigh-
bourhood.

A long refidence at Florence is deemed
injurio:zs to the fight, owing, perhaps, to
that glare which procceds from the reflexion
of the fun upon white houfes, and alfo to
the fogs which prevail in winter.

- This city boafts the honour of having
given education to Dante, Boccaccio, Pe-
trarch, Corilla, (the great Improvifatrice,
who was crowned at Rome) Americo Vef-
pucci, (whofe voyages to, and difcoveries in,
the new world, obtained him the honour of
calling America by his own name) Machia-
yelli, Galileo, - Buonarroti, and a greater
‘pumber of diftinguithed Artifts than any
other place in Europe. The Accademia della
Crufca, which has for a length of years been
eftablithed at Florence, is too well known to
peed defcription; and this Academy is now

' united
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united with two others, namcly, the Fio-
rentina, and the Apatifti, under the name of
Reale Accademia Fiorentina.

The beft Hotels at Florence are SHNEI-
DERFE’S, P10’s, and Vaxixr's. The water
which fupplies the city is unwholefome,
that which comes from Ficfole excepted,
namely, the fountains of the Piazza Sa.

+ Croce and the Palazzo Pitti. Travellers,
therefore, fhould have their water fetched
daily from one of thefc fountains, It is re-
markable, however, that all the Florence
water, when analized, appears wholefome ;
and, confequently, it fecems probable, that
the noxious quality may procced from cop-
per vafes, in which it is drawn and ufually
fuffered to ftand ; though it is eafy to meet
with large glafs bottles, fecured by a cafe of
rceds, for the purpofc of holding water.

I will now clofe my letter with a lift' of
the preceding churches, palaces, &c. as they
lie near cach other,

Duomo
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Duomo—Campanile— Battifterio di 8. Gio-
vanni—Palazzo Riccardi—S. Marco—Reale
Accademia—L’ Oratorio dello Scalzo—Spedale
di Bonifazsio—Porta S. Gall—Arco Trion-
Jale—Statua di Ferdinando l.—alla Piazza del
Aununziata—Spedale degli Innocenti—Chiefa
del Annunziata—Sa. Maria Mad.de’ Pazzi—
Sa. Croce—Abitazione di Buonarroti—Sa.
Maria Nuova col fio Spedale—S. Lorenzo—
Liberia Medicco Lanrenziana—Cappella Reale
—Baffo di S. Lorenzo—Sa. Maria Novella—
Palazzo Corfini—Palazzo Strozzi—Colonna
di Granite alla Piazza di S. Trinita—Ponte
della Trinita—Galleria ducale—Palazzo Vec-
chio—Loggia—Fontana—=Statua di Cofino 1.
—Palozzo Uguccioni—Chicfa d or—San-Mi-
chele—Paluzzo Pitti—Giardino di Boboli—
S. Spirito—1Il Caurmine—Porta Romana.

LETTER
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LETTER XIV.

Florence, March 1798.

CANNOT clofe my account of this City
without mentioning the ccremonies of
the Fefla of S. Giovanni; on the vigil of
which is the Corfa dei Cocchi, or Chariot-
xace, (probably an epitome of the ancient
Etrufcan games). This fpefacle is exhibited
in the Piazza of Sa. Maria Novella. At the
upper and lower end of the Piazza arc obe-
litks, to each of which is faftened a cord,
whofc centre 1s held up by fix poles, fup-
ported by Men clothed in ancient ha-
bits. Round the Piazza, in an amphi-
theatrical form, are fcaffoldings, ornamented
with rough frefco-paintings of urns and fta-
tucs, which produce, however, a good effe&;
at the upper end is the Grand-Duke’s box,
handfomecly
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handfomely decorated ; under the fcaffold-
ings are pofted horfe and foot guards; and
all round the Piazza are balconies, windows,
and even tops of houfes, crowded with fpec-
tators; and what contributes matenally to
the beauty of the fcene is the fanciful and
clegant drefs of the female Peafants. Were
the chariots made in the ancient form, and
the horfes harnefled four a-breatft, this fpec-
tacle would be far more intercﬁihg; but
thefe carriages are modern i point of fhape, .
and particularly clumfy, fo that nothing of
antique coftume meccts the cye, except the
habit of the Charioteers. On the morning
of the Fefta of S. Giovanni homage is paid
by all the Tufcan Cities to their Prince ;
and this ceremony pafles in the Piazza del
Granduca; the throne of the Sovereign be-
ing ere&ed under the Loggia, which is hung
with fine tapeftry, as is the Grand Duchefs’s
box. The balconies and fcaffoldings for the
People are likewife handfomely decorated.
No
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No fooner had the Duke afcqndcd his thronc,
(which is furrounded by the Houfchold and
great Officers of Statc) than the proceflion
commences with Mcn on horfeback, drefled
in ancient habits, and cach carrying a ban-
ner, with the namec of fome town or village
in the Pifan-diftri& infcribed upon it; then
come Gentlemen reprefenting the Poffeflors
of the feveral cftates in the neighbourhood
of Pifa, cach wearing on his arm a filver
plate, the badge of fervitude. After thefe
follow the Citizens of Pifa; then come im-
menfe wooden towers, reprefenting the fe-
veral cities of Tufcany; and thus far the
proceflion pafles in review before the Duke
without paufing ; but, when the Citizens of
Siena arrive, they are fummoned three times
to ftop, and on the third fummons, their
Leadcr approaches the throne, and makes an
oration, exprefling forrow for the revolt his
Countrymen were guilty of fome hundred
years ago, and promifing they will always

be
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be loyal in future, upon which hc is ordered
to depart in pcace, without partaking, how-
ever, of the pleafurcs of the day. After the
Sanefi have withdrawn, come the citizens of
Florence, followed by the little Tufcan
Army, which pays the military compliments
to its Sovereign, and clofes the proceffion.
In the afternoon of the fame day is the
Corfo dei Barberi, a race performed by horfcs
without Riders; and which, from the mul-
titude of People, the fplendor of the car-
riages, and the elegant dreffes of the Spec-
tators, forms an extremely gay fight. The
poor horfes have, faftened to thcir bodies,
little fpurs fo contrived, that the quicker the
animal gallops the more thcy run in to him.
The race-ground is the Streets of Florence,
where many of the Spectators ftand with-
out any defence whatfocver, urging the
horfes on, and frequently meeting with ac-
cidents. When thefe animals reach the
goal, they are ftopped by means of a large

Vor. L. X picce
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piece of canvas, which feveral Men hold up;
the Grand-Duke then announces the win-
ning horfe, and thus ends this amufement,
which is followed by a pretty cxhibition of
fireworks at the Palazzo Vecchio.*

The game called Pallone, a favourite ex-
crcife at Florence has alfo attraéted our no-
tice, on account of its being handed down
by the ancient Romans, who are defcribed
as ftriking the follis, or baloon, with their
arm, guarded (for that purpofc) by a wooden
bracer; the mode of playing continues pre-
cifely the fame to the prefent moment, and
this game, like moft of the ancient cxercifes,
is aptly calculated to give courage and
ftrength.

* So univerfal is the rage for fplendor at this Fe/?a,
that a Milliner, at whoft houfe one of our Friends
lodged, abfolutely hired, for the day, at an enormous
expencc, a coach with two Footmen in laced liveries,
that the might parade about the ftreets in ftyle: nay,

further, this Lady and her Apprentices, though gene-

rally drefled like Houfemaids, were new adorned with
diamonds of fome value. ’ . .,

Na
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No City in Italy can boaft environs fo rich
and beautiful as thofc of Florence, the whole
‘Val d’Amo abounding with corn, vineyards,
fruit-trees, comfortable farm-houfes, and

magnificent villas, while the mountains are

clothed with olives, and adorned, like the ;.

plain, with noble and almoft innumerable
edifices. ‘

The ufual airing of the Florentine Nobili-
ty is to the Grand-Duke's Cafcini, where Peo-
ple are allowed to walk, ride, and drive, at
all hours, though it is deemed unwholefome
to ftay after fun-fet. |

Carreggi de’ Medici, about three miles from
the Porta S. Gallo, was the favourite retreat
of Lorenzo il Magnifico; and in the hall of
this Villa the Platonic Society ufed to aflem-
ble, and form plans for thofe ftately edifices
and patriotic inftitutions by which Lorenzo
fo much bencfited and embellithed his
country, - The houfe ftands upon an emi-
_ mence, from whence the gfound falls gra-
' X2 dually
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dually almoft every way, opening on one
fide to a nohle view of Florence, on another
to a boundlefs profpeé of Val d’Arno, whilc
on another rifc mountains {p tted over with
magnificent villas, and, on another yet,
vaults Ficfole, dignified with ruins of an-
cient Roman fplendor ; and to ¢complete the
delicioufnefs of the fituation, cool and re-
trething breezes almoft conftuntly blow
about noon from the Gulph of Spczia, and
make the fortunate Inhabitants of Careggi
unconfcious of oppreffive hecat even in the
dog-days. No wonder then that the cle-
gant and wife Lorenzo fhould have called
this his favourite abode! Careggi, like the
genezality of Tufcan villas, is built upon
arches, and confifts of an immenfc ground-
floor, with a fpacious hall in its centre, and
feveral {furrounding-rooms ; every ceiling be-
ing arched, and every apartment cool. Above-
ftairs is another large” hall, together with a
ma%fliﬁccnt fuite of rooms terminated by a

beautifu}
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beautiful terrace ; and round the third ftory
runs a gallery, which commands a profpect
{o cxtenfive, that it fecms to overlook all
Tufcany. On the outfide of the houfe are
noble porticos. The water at this villa 1s
peculiarly fine, owing in fome mcafure to
the following circumftance: When the
great Lorenzo was feized with his laft illnefs,
a famous Phyfician of Padua was fummoncd
to attend him, he did fo, and cxcrted his
utmoft fkill, but to no purpofc: Lorenzo
dicd—when fome of his Houfchold, frantic
with grief, met the unfuccefsful Phyﬁcian,
and threw him down the weil. The dead
body was of courfe drawn up, and the well
fo nicely cleaned, that its water has ever
fince been fuper-exccllent. It is remarkable,
that the above-named Phyfician, when refi-
dent at Padua, had his nativity caft, and
was told, he would be drowned; he there-
forc quitted Padua, from whence vhe was
frequently compelled to go by water to Ve-

X3 nice,
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Lol enmc v fetee W e W, a8 @
Tl WhIrCwatere aiidne v unneceflury
thus turmthing an example—
¢ That human. forcfight
In vain eflays to *fcape th’ unerring firoke
Of Heaven dire&ted Deftiny.”*.

Pratolino, -aroyal Villa, about fix miles
from the Porta S. Gallo, is famous for its
garden, which contains a Statue of the
Apennines, fixty feet high, by Giovanni di
Bologna, together with fome curious water~
works. |

Fiefole merits attention, on account of its
antiquity, though very little now remains of
the ancient Roman buildings.

Vallombrofa, about cightcen miles from
Florence, is well worth fecing, not only from
being immortalized by Milton, but like-
wife on account of the beauty of the coun»

‘try, and the noble Certofa of Vallombrofa,

* My Family refided for a confiderable time in this
Villa.
which
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which contains capital paintings by Andrea
del Sarto, a famous pi¢ture by Perugino, a
good Library, &c. Mules, however, are the
n-ceflary conveyance for perfons who can-.

: walk, there being no coach-road to the
t.-aent,

The modern Florentines, like their Etruf-
can Anceftors, are fond of learning, arts, and
{ciences; and, what 1s ftill more eftimable and
endearing to Foreigners, they arc, generally
fpeaking, good humoured, warm-hearted,
and friendly ; fuch, at leaft, have I found
them for feven fucceflive years. ' The Tufcan
Peafants, confidered colle@ively, are pure in
their morals and paftoral in their lives, fand
the peculiar comelinefs of both fexes is very
firiking, efpecially in the environs of Fla-
rence; but it is only among the Peafantry
that one can form a juft idca of Italian
beauty ; and perhaps I might add, it 1s only
among the Peafantry onc can form a juft idea
of the Italian charater, Inhabitants of po-

X 4 pulous
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pulous Cities being ncarly alike, whether i
London, Paris, Vienna, or Italy. The Mcen
arc tall, robuft, finely proportioned, and en-
dowcd with that entire felf-poflceffion which
at once excites refpe&, and perhaps a more
favourable opinion of them than they really
deferve, The women are of a middlz -a-
ture, and, were it not for bad ff1y, .ould
be well made. They Lave large languithing
black eyes, accompanied by that expreffive
brow which conflitutes the moft remarkable
and captivating part of an Italian counte-
nance. Their manners arc uncommonly
graceful, and inftead of curtfying, they
gently bow their bodies and kifs the Land
of a Superior. When two young Pcople
agree to marry, the bands are publithed three
times in a Parifh-church, after which they
receive the nuptial benedi@ion. The Bride's
portion is paid three days before marriage,
one half in wearing-apparel, the other in
money, which the Bridegroom ufually ex-

pends
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pends in purchafing jewels for his Lady,
which confift of a pearl nccklace, crofs, and
ear-rings, frequently intermixed with ru-
bies, and worth twenty or thirty pounds
fterling ; thefe jewels being always confi-
dered by the Man as the Woman's exclufive
property. In fhort, money fo invefted may
be looked upon as placed in a bank, while
t' . intereft received is that high gratifica-
tiun which the Woman derives from exhi-
biting her ornaments on Gala-days, and
thefe ornaments continue in the Family for
ages, unlefs the preffing call of neceffity com-
pel them to be pawned or fold.  'When the
Spofa is taken in labour, the Hufband, after
procuring medigal help, deems 1t his next
duty to get fome of what 1s termed, the
life-giving plant, (aleatrice the Peafants call
it), which he places on her bed, and with-
out which he believes his Child cannot be
born: this cuftom is faid to be derived from
the ancient Romans. About a fortnight

after
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after the birth of the Infant, its Parents
give what they denominate, a feaponata,
or chriftening dinner,* to their Relations,
on which occafion ¢very Gueft brings a
prefent; and the dinner is ferved difh by
dith, which is likewife faid to ‘be an ancient
Roman cuftom. On the Hufband’s demife,
the eldeft Son becomes Heir at law, but 1s
obliged to portion his Sifters, and either
maintain his Mother, or return her dower.
All his Relations frequently live with him;
but the largencfs of the Family creates no
confufion, there being a Head over the Men,
and anothcr over the Women, who allot to
every Perfon their bufinefs, which 1s thus
kept diftin&. A Tufcan Farmer, as I have
already mentioned, fhares cqually with his
Lord in the produce of an cftate, and the
Owner even provides feeds, plants, manure,

‘inftruments of hufbandry; in fhort, what~

* Children in Roman Catholic countries, however,
are chriftened immediately after their birth,

Cver
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ever may be requifite for the cultivation of
the land. The upper clafs of Farmers ufu-
ally poflefs a horfe and market-cart, a wag-
gon or two, and a pair of large dove-coloured
oxcn, who draw the waggon and the plow,
whofe colour feldom, if ever, varies through-
out Italy, and whofe beauty is as remarkable
as that of their Mafters. The female Pea-
fants, befides working in the vineyards al-
moft cqually hard with the Men, frequently
carn money by keeping poultry, and fome-
times one or two lambs, (whofe fleecy coats
the Children decorate on the Fefla of S. Gio-
wanni with fcarlet ribbands tied in fantaftic
knots), and, by the aid of money thus ac-
quired, wcaring-apparél, and other common
ncceffaries are purchafed.  Shoesand ftock-
ings arc deemed fuperfluous, and merely or-.
namental even by the Women, who carry
themn in bafketson their heads till they reach
a town, when thefe feemingly embarrafling
decorations arc put on; for the Contadina 1s

as
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as vain of her appearancc as the Dama nobile;
and no wonder, fince the Arcadian drefles,
and lovely countcnances of thefe Peafants
arrcft every eyc, and fhew them, perhaps too
plainly, how ftrong are their powers of at-
traction. The phrafcology of the Florentine
Peafants i1s wonderfully elegant, indeed their
Italian is faid to be the pureft now fpoken :
but the moft remarkable quality in thefe
People is their induftry; for, during the hot-
teft weather, they toil all day without fleep,
and feldom retire early to reft; yet, not-
withftanding this fatigue, they live almoft
entirely upon bread, fruits, pulfe, and the
common wine of the country: however,
though their diet is light and their bodily
cxertions are almoft perpetual, they com-
monly attain old age, efpecially in the neigh-
bourhood of Careggi.

According to the laws of the late Em-
peror, Leopold, no one ean be imprifoned
for debt, though Creditors have power to

feize
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feize the property of their Debtors; and no
offence is punifhable with death, though
Murderers are condemned to perpetual la-
bour as Galley-Slaves. Pricfts are not al-
lowed to meddle in fecular affairs; and the
fervice of the Church is performed in Ita-
lian: and to thefc, and many other equally
wife regulations made by Lcopold, are attri-
butable the almoft total exemption from
robbery and murder which this country en-
joys, and the cncreafc to its population of
two hundred thoufand People: an aftonifh-
ing difference, as the original number was

only one million.

LETTER
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LETTER XV,

Rome, January 1798.

EFORE I entcr upon a defcription of

this City, I will attcmpt to give you a

brief account of Sicna, and other places

through which wec paflfed on our way from
Florence hither. .

Sicna, formerly called Sena-Julia, in ho-
nour of Czfar, is, by fome Authors, fup-
pofed to have been an ancient Town of Etru-
ria, whilc others attribute its foundation to
the Gauls who marched to Rome under the
command of Brennus. It ftands on the ac-
clivity of a tufo-mountain ; the buildings
arc handfome, and the ftrects airy, but many
of them fo much up and down hill as to be
fcarcely pradicable for carriages. The cli-
mate is healthy and delightful during fum-

mer,
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mer, but too fharp for weak lungs in autumn,
winter, and fpring. This City is exempt
from gnats, ‘as, generally fpeaking, is every
high fituation in Italy. The wine, water,
bread, meat, and fruits, are excellent ; the
People learned, amiable, and remarkably
kind to Foreigners; and the Tufcan lan-
guage is faid to be fpoken here in its utmoft
perfeGtion, Some rcmains of the old wal
of Sicna are difcoverable near the Church of
S. Antonio; and {feveral ancient Towers,
Grottos, Cellars, fubterranean Aquedudts,
and, as it were, whole Strects cxcavated un- -
der the mountain, merit notice.

The Roman Gate is much admired.

The Cathedral, a mafter-piecce of Gothic
architecture, incrufted within and without
with black and white marble, was ere@ed
about the year 1250 ; but, in 1284, the ori-
ginal front was taken down, and that which
now ftands, commenced by Giovanni, Pi-
fano, and finifhed by Agoftino and Agnolo,

celebrated
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celebrated Sculptors of Siena. The Church
contains painted glafs windows -done in
1549; and, in the veflels for holy water,
arc marble fith, fo well exccuted that they
appear to be fwimming. The pavement of
this Cathedral is reckoned one of the moft
curious works of art in Italy, and confifts of
fcriptural hiftories wrought in mofaic. The
ftory of Mofes was defigned by Beccafumi,
furnamed Meccarino, and executed by va-
rious Artifts about the middle of the fixteenth
century. The ftory of Jofhua is by Duccio
di Buoninfegna, a native of Siena; in this
pavement likewife arc reprefented the em-
blems of Cities once in alliance with the
Republic of Siena, namely, the Roman ele-
phant with a caftle on its back—the lions
of Florence and Maflfa—the dragon of Pif-
toja—the harc of Pifa—the unicorn of Vi-
terbo—the goofe of Orvieto—the vulture of
Volterra—the ftork of Perugia—the lynx of

Lucca—the horfe of Arezzo—and the kid
of
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of Grofletto—-here, alfo, is the fhe-wolf of
Siena, borne in memory of Romulus and -
Remus; this work appcars to have been
exccuted about the year 1400. The pave-
ment of the area under the cupola, and that
before the high-altar, rcprefenting Abra-
ham’s intended facrifice of his Son, are par~
ticularly cclebrated, and the laft is attributed
to Meccarino. The Chigi-Chapel, decorated
by Bernini, is rich and clegant, and contains
two pi¢ures by Carlo Maratti, Near the
entrance of the choir are four large tempera-
paintings by Salimbeni; thc two firft repre-
fenting Efther’s elevation, and the manna
falling from hcaven ; the two laft, Saints of
the City of Sicna. The Chapel of S. Gio-
vanni contains a good ftatue of that Saint
by Donatello. Bufts of all thc Popes down
to Alexander III. arc in this Cathedral, where
formerly was the buft of Pope Joan, with
the following infcription under it: ¢ Jo-
hannes VIII. Feemina de Anglia.” The Li-

VoL. . Y brary,
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brary, or Sacritty, is now ftripped of all its
books, except fome volumes of Church mu-
fic, wcll worth notice on account of the il-
luminations. Hcrc, likewife, is a famous
antique marble Group of the three Graces,
which was found under the Church ; and on
the walls are large frefcos, reprefenting the
principal tranfactions of the life of Pius II.
by Pinturicchio, after the defigns of Raffaclle:
the firft painting on the right is faid to have
been wholly done by Raffaclle.

The Church of the Madonna di Provenzans
contains—a holy Family, by Andrea del
Sarto; and in the Sacrifty, one of the beft
works of Cafolani, a cclebrated Sancfe Pain-
ter.

The Churcl of S. Lorenzo is famous for
an ancicnt Roman infeription, and a Well,
at the bottom of which 1s a fort of Fountain
fupported by columns that appear remark-
ably ancient.

The Church of 8. Girolumo in Canpanf

contains
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contains a fine copy of Domenichino’s fa-
mous communion of St. Jerome.*

The Dominican Church contains a paint-
ing of the Madonna, with our Saviour in her
arms, done by Guido di Siena, in 1221,
nincteen years before the birth of Cimabue.

The Church belonging to the Hofpital of Sa.
Maria della Scala contains an admirced frefco
by Cav. Conca, reprefenting the pool of
Bethefda.

The Palezza dell Eccelfi contains the Sala
della pace ornamented with paintingé, repre-
fenting the rccreations of Peace on onc fide,
and, on the other, Tyranny, Cruclty, De-
ceit, and War, all done by Ambrogio, Sa-
nefe, in 1338—the Salu di Configlio, where
are paintings rclative to the hiftory of Siena,
by the fame Mafter, and ancient Romans,
by Bartoli—the Sa/a di Balia, adorned with
paintings which reprefent the life of Alex-

* Doubly valuable now, as the original is fent to
Paris. '

Y2 ander
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ander 1II. and arc highly valuable, becaufe
they exhibit the whole coffume of the age in
which they were done: they are of Giotto's
fchool—the Sala del Confiflorio, adorncd
with fomc of Beccafumi’s fincft frefcos ; and
the judgment of Solomon, by Luca Gior-
dano, with feveral other apartments, in
which are works of Salimbeni, Cafolani,
&c. The Theatre makes a part of this Pa-
lace, and is large and commodious.

The Fonte Blanda, made in 1193, 1s fo fa-
mous for the quantity and quality of its wa-
ter, as to bc mentioned in the Infermo of
Dante; and, indeed, there are few Cities,
placed in fo clevated a fituation, that can
boaft fuch abundance of exccllent water.

Siena contains a celebrated Univerfity,
feveral Academies, valuable Libraries, Mu-
feums, &c. and gave birth to Gregory VIIL
and Alcxander II1. two of the greateft So-
vereigns who ever filled the papal throne.

The environs of Sicna are reckoned
healthy,
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healthy, and appcar to contain many Villas
delightfully calculated for fummer habita-
tions; but Travellers fhould be efpecially
careful not to fix themfelves within the in-
fluence of the Maremma, a fpace of country
cighteen leagucs in width, and four broad,
fituated ncar the fca, and deemed particu-
larly unhealthy now, though it once was re-
markably populous. |

Beyond Siena lies . Quirico, where the
doors belonging to the Church are curious.

Between S. Quirico and Redicofani, three
leagues to the left of the high-road, lies
Chinfi, the ancient Clufium, (ncar the Lake
of Chiana, anciently Clanius) but this City,
once the Capital of King Porfenna, is at pre-
{ent thinly peopled, on account of its bad
air. .

At Buonconvento, the Emperor Henry VII.
was poifoned by recciving the facrament
from a Dominican Monk.

Y3 At
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At Redicofani the foil becomes evidently
volcanic, and continues more or lefs fo to the
extremity of Italy. The country abbut Re-
dicofani is wild and defolate.

Bolfena is fituated on a Lake of the fame
name, anciently called Lacus - Vulfinus,
and thirty-five Italian miles in citcumfe-
rence. This Lake contains two  Iflands,
faid by Pliny to have floated in his timc,
though at prefent they are fixed. Bolfena is
fuppofed to ftand upon the fite of Volfi-
nium, one of the principal cities of Etruria,
but no monument of its antiquity remains,
except one Sarcophagus in a church-yard;
though when it was taken by the Romans,
two hundred and fixty-five ycars before
Chrift, they removed two thoufand ftatucs
from hence to Rome.

Montefiafcone, a beautifully fituated town
ncar the Lake of Bolfena, 1s famous for the

goodnefs of its wines. In approaching Vi-
terbo
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terbo you afcend high mountains, but from
Viterbo to Romic thg road is chicfly level ar
down hill.

~ Viterbo, fuppofed to have Seen the ancient
Capital of Etruria, called Volturna, is a well
built city, containing feveral Convents and
Hofpitals, and a handfome Gate, cre&ted by
Clement XIIL - ,

Ten miles from Viterbo, towards Rome,
is the Caprarola Palace, cclebrated for many
beautiful paintings by Taddco, Federico, and
Ottaviano Zuccari. Nine lcagues from Vi<
terbo is Cornefo, remarkable for the number
of Etrufcan antiquities which have becn,
and ftill are to be found in its vicinity ; and
onc lecaguc north of Corncto is a hill, called
Civita Turchino, upon which the ancient
Tarquinium 1s fuppofed to have ftood. Sc-
veral little eminences, called Monti-R20/f7, lie
between this hill and the town of Corncto;
and thofe which have been opened exhibit
fubtcrrancan rooms twénty or thirty feet

Y 4 . long,
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long, cut in the tufo, lined with ftucco, de-
corated with Etrufcan yafes, and filled with
farcophagi.*

I went a few weeks fince to vifit a Lady
who lives about twenty miles from Leg-
horn, when, juft as I was on the point of
departurc, my Hoftefs cxclaimed, ¢ Lord
blefs mc! do you know that a Chevalier
here has ploughed up the oddeft things to-
day in his vincyard; they are juft like
Wedgwood's ware !” T could not refift go-
ing to fee thefc odd things, which confifted
of two fmall farcophagi, filled with human
afthes, and each containing a piccc of mo-
ney; a fet of kitchen utenfils, precifely
formed like thofe now ufed by the Tufcans,
but made of finer clay; feveral vafes, and a
fet of inftruments for facrifice; all of which,
as I imagine, belonged to one of the above-
named ancicnt burial-places.

* Villa Caprarolo, Corneto, &c. are out of the
great-road.

At



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. 329

At fome little diftance from Viterbo, on
the road to Rome, is 72e Lake of Vico, faid
to have been the funnel of a volcano, and
where, as tradition reports, a city once ftood,
The approach to Rome is by the ancient

Via Flaminia, between the Pincian and the
Marian hills.

LETTER
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LETTER XV

Rome, January 1798,

OME has fuffered fo much from the
frequent ravages of Barbarians, that

even the furface of the ground on which it
originally ftood is ftrangely altered ; it being
common, on digging deep, to difcover pil-
lars, ftatues, fragments of buildings, and
fometimes even the pavement of the ancient
City, twenty or thirty feet under ground.
The {tupendous common-fewers, through
which the offal of Rome was conveyed into
the Cloaca-maxima, arc many of them choak-
ed up, and even the Cloaca-maxima tielf 1s
in bad order; this caufes peftilential air;
and workmen who, by digging decp, have
opened apertures to the above-mentioned
common-fewers, not unfrequently have loft
their
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their lives from the putrid effluvia. The
land in the neighbourhood of Rome is ill-
cultivated, and worfe drained, fo that fogs
and igneous vapours ptevail during night;
it likewife abounds with fulphur, arfenic,
and vitriol : morcover, therc are alum-
works ncar the City; and hence rifes noxious
air, which never affeéed ancient Rome, be-
caufe thefe minerals were either unknown
to its Inhabitants, or fuffered to remain buried
in the bowels of the earth. The temperature
of the fcafons alfo feems to be changed ; for
Horace gives us to underftand that in his
time, the ftreets of Rome, during winter,
were filled with ice and fnow ; and it ap-
pears from Juvenal, that to fee the Tiber
frozen over was no uncommon thing; where-
as, at prefent, it is deemed extraordinaty for
fnow to lic thrce days in any part of the
"City; and, refpecting the Tiber, no Perfon
recolle&@s to have feen it frozen. Thefe cir-

cumftances concur to account for the pre-

fent
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fent unhealthine(s of fome parts of Rome,
and all its ncighbouring Campania, during
fummer: befidcs which, the mouth of the
Tiber is ncarly choaked up with mud and
fand, whilc its bed is confiderably narrowed
by filth and rubbifh thrown from the houfes
fituated on its banks, fo that a ftrong fouth-
eaft wind oftecn makes it overflow and inun-
date the City and its environs. Could this
river be turned into another channel, what
immenic riches, what a harveft for the An-
tiquarians might its prefent bed afford !—
So unwholefome now is the Roman Cam-
pania in July and Auguft, that, during thefe
months, it is dangerous to flecp within
twenty miles of the City. Rome itfelf,
however, even at this fcafon, 1s not un-
healthy for Perfons who inhabit the Corfo,
or the Quirinal Hill, unlefs it be during the
prevalence of a ftrong fouth-caft wind,
which is rendered peftilential by paffing over

the
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the Pontine Marfhes.* The ancient Romans
had Aqueduéts fufficient to convey daily to
the City cight hundred thoufand tons of wa-
ter. The three principal Aquedudts now re-
maining arc, that of the Acqua Virginia, that
of the Acqua Felice, and that of the Acqua
Paulina. The firft was repaired by Paul IV.
and difcharges itfelf into the Fountain of
Trevi, The fecond comes from the neigh-

bourhood of Palaftrina, twenty-two miles

* It may not, perhaps, be improper to mention
here, that Perfons who wifh to avoid the dangerous
confequences of bad air, thould choofe a bed-room
that does not face the fouth, fhut their doors and win-
dows at night, burn fweet wood in all their apart-
ments, eat light food, drink wine in moderation, put
vinegar and the juice of lemons and pomecgranates
into their fauces, never go out fafting, or before fun-
rife, drink cooling liquors, avoid night-air, never ufe
violent cxercife, fwallow as little faliva as poffible,
and carry a fponge filled with Thieves’ vinegar, {mel-
ling to it frequently. Quickfilver put into a quill, and
faftened round the neck, fo as to touch the bofom, is
likewife deemed an excellent prefervative againtt every
kind of infeftion.

diftant
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diftant from Rome, and is one of the many
works which do honour to the reign of Six-
tus V. who expended a million of fcudi in
repairing it. This Aquedu&@ difcharges it-
felf into the Fountain di Termine. The
third, which derives its name from its Re-
ftorer, Paul V. is divided into two channels,
one of which fupplies Mount-Janiculus, and
the other the Vatican; it comes thirty miles,
and principally difcharges itfelf into the
Fountain near the Church of S. Pietro Mon-
torio. The water in the Piazza di Spagna
is excellent.

Rome, during the reign of Valerian, was
furrounded by a wall faid to have been fifty
miles in circumference ; and the number of
inhabitants, during its moft flourithing ftate,
was computed at four millions. Modern
Rome is not above thirteen miles round,
ncither is 1t fuppofed to contain above one
hundred and eighty thoufand People; but

educed as this ancient Miftrefs of the World

now
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tiow is, both in fizc and p-opulation; reduced
too as the has latcly been in the number of
her moft valuablc paintings and ftatues, fhll,
however, the matchlefs frefcos of Buonare
roti, Raffaelle, Giulio Romano, Daniello da
Voltera, Annibale Caracci, Guido, Dome-
nichino, Guerc'no, Pietro da Cortona, &c.
remain unalicrably her’s; ftill, however,
her ftately Palaces, noble Churches, beauti-
ful Fountains, peerlefs Columns, and ftu-
pendous Obclitks, entitle her to be called
the moft magnificent city of Europe. Her
fireets, neverthelefs, are ill-paved and dirty ;
while ruins of immenfe edifices, which con-
tinually mect the eyes, give an impreffion of
melancholy to every thinking Spe&ator.
The climat: of Rome 15 at all feafons par-
ticularly congenial to old People, infomuch,
that there are not, perhaps, half fo many in-
ftances of longevity, without infirmities, in
any other populous City of Europe. The
Corfo is the fituation to be preferred, both

an
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in winter and fummer; the air near the
Church of Santi Apoftoli is likewife good;
the Piazza di Spagna is unfheltered, and
fomctimes damp ; the air of the Pincian and
Quirinal Hills wholcfome, but fharp. Tra-
vellers here, however, in order to preferve
health, fhould follow the cxample of the
Romans, and drefs themiclves particularly
warm during winter, depending upon cloth-
ing more than firc to refift cold.

The fociety at Rome is excellent; and the
circumftance of cvery Man, whether Fo-
reigner or Native, being permitted te live
as he pleafes, without exciting wonder, con-
tributes cflentially to gencral comfort. At
Rome too every body may find amufement ;
for whether it be our with to dive deep into
claffical knowledge, whether arts and fciences
arc our purfit, or whether we merely feek
for ncw ideas and new objeéts, the end can-
not fail to be obtained in this moft interefting
of Citics. The Academy of the Arcadians,

too
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too well known to need defcription, ufed to
be one of the moft agreeable public meet-
ings at Rome, as it confifted of litcrary Cha-
racters, Nobility, and Princes, of every na-
tion; and this Academy f{tll flourithes,
though'thc paftoral rced now vibrates with
the unharmonious founds of politics and
war.

I will now cndeavour to point out the
moft convenient way of vifiting the Anti-
quities, Churches, Palaces, &c. in autumn,
winter, and fpring, mentioning the things
beft worth notice, as they lic ncar each
other; in order to prevent Travellers from
wafting their time and burdening their me-
mory by a minute furvey of what is not par-
ticularly interefting, and thereby, perhaps,
depriving themfelves of leifure to examine

what really deferves the clofeft attention.

b«
N.

VoL. FIRST
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FIRST DAY.

Set out at ninc in the morning, drive to
the Colofféo; go to the houfe within the
walls, where there lives a Monk, who con-
duéts Travellers fafely through the whole
building—Give him three or four pauls. The
Colifenm took its name from a coloffal
ftatue, onc hundred and twenty fect high,
of Nero in the chara&er of Apollo, which
was placed in it by Vefpafian, who began
this magnificent Amphitheatre, the largeft
in the yet difcovered world : it was finifhed
by Titus, which Prince, on the day when it
firft opened, 1s faid to have had fifty thou-
fand wild-beafts killed in it. The building
is one thoufund fix hundred and forty-one
fect in circumterence, and one hundred and
twenty-feven feet high.  The arena is oval,
and two hundred and feventy-eight feet
Jdong by one hundred and feventy-feven
wide::
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wide: the feats arc fuppofed to have con-
tained eighty-feven thoufand Spetators, and
the porticos above them twenty-four thou-
fand. There was an awning which ftretched
over the whole building in cafe of rain or
too intenfe heat. A confiderable numiber
of Chriftians fuffered martyrdom in this
Amphitheatre.

IL. Tempio del Sole e della Luna. A large
part of the walls of thefe Temples ftill re-
mains. :

III. Arco di Conflantino, dedicatcd to that .
Emperor by the Senate and People of Rome,
in memory of his vitory over Maxentius at
the Ponte Molle.

IV. Arco di Tito, built by the Senate and
People of Rome, and dedicated to Titus in
honour of his conquett of Jerufalem. The
fmall remains of this Arch prove it to have
been finer than any other building of its
%ind.” The bq]i-riiiévi rcpi'éfc’nt the fpoils -
of the Temple, among which may be dif-

| Z2 tinguithed
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tinguithed the golden candleftick, the table
of thew-bread, filver trumpets, &c.

V. Via Sagra, celebrated for its antiquity,
and likewife for being the fpot where peace
was concluded between the Romans and the
Sabines. It began at the Colifcenm, and end-
ed at the Arch of Septimus Severus.

VI. Arco di Settimo Severo, ereéted A. D.
2035, to the honour of that Prince, in confe-
quence of his victories over the Parthians
and other barbarous nations.

VII. Tempio de Giove Tonante, built by
Auguftus Cafar; only thrce columns with
their cornices now remain; the laft are very
beautiful. ' '

VIII. Tempio della Concordia, built by
Furius Camillus. In this temple Cicero
convoked the Senate which condemned Len-
tulus and Cetegus, the Accomplices of Ca-
taline. Nothing now remains but the por-
tico. '

1X. Clicfa di S. Pictro in Carcere. Un

'  der
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der this Edifice is an ancicnt Prifon, built
by Ancus Martius, and called, I/ Carcere
Mamertino. Here St. Peter was confined ;
and in the loweft part of this prifon, ncara
fmall column, to which the Apoftle was
bound, is a fpring ot water, faid to have if-
fued forth miraculoufly, that he might bap-
tize the two Guolers and farty-feven other
Perfons, all of whom afterwards futfered
martyrdom. N. B. Cold and damp.

X. Tempio di Suturno, (on the left-hand as
you go up the Cumpo Vaccins). This Tem-
ple, now the Church of S. Adriano, or ra-
ther ifs fitnation,” merits notice, as before it
ftood the famous column, from whence the
diftance to every province was meafured,
and which 1s faid to have been placed m the
centre of ancient lome.

XI. Tempio di Antonino Pio ¢ Faufiina,
built A. D. 1063, by the Scnate and People
of Rome, in mcmory of their Emperor An-
toninus Pius and Faufting his wite. The

Z3 fides
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fides of this Temple ftill remain, as do the
portico and frieze, the laft of which is beau-
tifully worked.

XII. Tempio di Romolp ¢ Remo, now the
Church of Samnts Cofmo and Damiano.
There ftill remains of this ancient building
the bronze-door, marble door-cafe, frieze,
finely worked, and two beautiful porphyry
columns. The cupola likewife is faid to be
antique. Th this Temple was the pavement,
which contained a plan of ancicnt Rome ;
and this plan, mutilated and broken, is de-
pofited in the Mufeum of the Capitol, and
ftill might, perhaps, were ércat pains taken,
be once more joined together: the broken
piéccs, however, are now fixed in the ftair-
cafe of the Mufeum above-mentioned.

XIII. Tempio della Pace. Vefpafian, after
terminating the war with Judea, raifed this
vaft Edifice upon the ruins of the Portico
of Nero's golden houfe, about the year 75,

It was deemed the moft magnificent temple
of
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aof ancient Rome; three arches only now
remain. One of the pillars, a fluted Co-
vinthian column, of white marble, fixteen
feet and a half in circumference and fifty
high, without pedeftal or capital, and which
now ftands before the Church of Sa. Maria
Maggiore, ferves to convey fome idea of the
grandeur of this Temple, which is fuppofcd
to have been about two hundred and two
feet wide and three hundred and two feet
long. It was incrufted with bronze gilt,
and ornamented with the beft paintings and
fculpture of the times. The Citizens depo-
fited their wealth in this Temple; and here,
likewife, Titus Vefpafian placed the fpoils
of Jerufalem. In fhort, it ferved as a public
treafury till about an hundred years after its
foundation, when the whole building (with
all the precious contents) was deftroycd by
fire. Many people conjeCture that the ruins
now fhewn as the Temple of Peace, and the

Z 4 Temples
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Temples of the Sun and Moon, are nothing
more than remains of Nero's golden houfe. ‘

XIV. Pualazzo Imperiali. This veft Pa-
lace of the Cafars, which enclofed gardens,'
ponds, baths, and edifices, fo large, as to
refemble Yittle towns, 1s now {0 entircly de~
ftroycc, that nothing remains except vef-
tiges of magnificent porticos, ruined walls,
numberlefs arches, (which, from being cloth-
ed with verdure, make the fcenes remark-
ably piturefque) and two fmall rooms under
ground, called Livia’s Baths, and dcferving
notice on account of the paintings with
which they are decorated. Ve Baths,
howev:r, are too damp and clofe for Invalids.
Giwe tiiree or four pauls to the Man who finds
lights. |

XV. Villa Spada, on the fite of the Pa-
lazzo Imperiali. At the end ot the garden
belonging to this ruined Viila is the fpat

from whence the Emperors arc fuppofed to

have



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1708. 345

have given the fignals relative to the games
in the Circus Maximus; and from this fpot,
(now marked by iron-rails,) is an excellent
view of the juft-named Circus, which was
made by Tarquinius Prifcus, between the
Palatine and Aventine hills. Its length is
computed to have been four ftadia, or fur-
longs, its breadth the fame, with a trench
of ten fect deep, and as many broad, to re-
ceive the water, and feats for one hundred
and fifty thoufand Spectators. It was much
beautificd by fucceeding Princes, particularly
by Julius and Auguftus Cefar, Caligula,
Domitian, Trajan, and Hcliogabulus, and
enlarged to {0 vaft an extent as to contain,
in their refpelive feats, two hundred and
fixty thoufand fpectators. The form of this
Cireus may ftill be traced, and the trench and
water {till run through its centre. The Villa
Spada contains a gallery ‘painted by the
Scholars of Raffaclle, but the key of this
apartment 1s ufually kept in Rome.

' ' XVI. Re-
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XVI. Recturning from the Palace of the
Cefars, and going down the Campo Vaccino,
on the left hard is the Tempio di Giove Stator.
‘There ftll remain three fuperb ifolated co-
lumns, fuppofcd to have formed part of the
portico of this Temple.

XVIL Campo Vaccino. This made part of
the ancient Forum Romanum,fuppofed to have
been about feven hundred and fifty feet long,
and five hundred broad. It was built by
Romulus, and furrounded with porticos by
Tarquinius Prifcus. There were two kinds
of Forums, namely, Fora Crvilia, and Fora
Venalia—the firft ferving as ornaments to
the city, and likewife as Courts of Juftice—
the others as market-places. The Forum
Romanum was of the firft kind, and in this
Forum werc the Comitium and the Roffra.

XVIII. Tempio della Pudicitia, now the
Churcl: of Sa. Maria in Cofinedin. = This
Edifice ftands a little to the left of the Tem-
ple of Jupiter Stator—in the portico is a

curions
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curious ancient maik, called Bocca della Ve-
rita—in, the Church are feveral antique
thafts of pillars, and an antique pavement.
The infide of the Church is very damp and cold.

XIX. Tempio di Vefta, built by Numa,
and repaired either by Vefpafian or Domi-
tian. This Edifice is, in great meafure,
perfc&; but the twenty Corinthian co-
lumns of Parian marble, by which it is fur-
rounded, formed originally an open portico,
now filled up with a wall.

XX, Tempio di Fortuna Viriles, now the
Church of Sa. Maria Egizziaca. This Tem-
ple, highly curious from its great antiquity,
is fuppofed to have been built by Servius
Tullus ; and the form of the ancient edifice,
together with feveral of the columns, and
part of the cornice, ftill remain: nothing of
them is to be feen, however, within-fide.
Thefe columns and their cornice are lonic,
and compofed of ftone ftuccoed, like the
ancient Greck Temples.

XXI. Ares
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XXI. Arco di Giano Quadrifrente. ‘'This
building, faid to have been a market-houfe,
1s compofed of immenfe picces of white
Greek marble.

XXII. Clhaca Maxima, or great Common-
Sewer, made by Tarquinius Prifcus.  Clofe
to the arch of Janus, on the left hand, 1s
part of this building, and almoft under the
Temple of Vefta is where it opens into the
Tiber. '

XXIII. Campidoglio. Returning through,
the Campo Vaccino, and afcending the back-
way by the ftairs, parallel with the Arch of
Septimius Severus, you {ce, on the 1c:ft—hand-
fide of thefc flairs, feveral immenfe {tones,
fuppofed to be the foundations of the an,cicnt;.
Capitol. The number of edifices which
ftood on the fpot of ground fo called, lead
us to imagine that its extent muft have been
immenfe. The fquare was adorned with
porticos built by Scipio Nafica, and, in its
centre, was the triumphal arch of Nero.

The
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‘The moft ancient Temple was that of Ju-
piter Feretrius, ere@ted by Romulus. The
Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, creted by
Tax‘qﬁin the Superb, was wonderfully mag-
nificent. The Church of Sa. Maria 4 Ara-
czli is faid to be built on the foundations of
this Temple, and the columns now in that
Church are fuppofed to have belonged to it.
In this Temple were depofited the fpoils of
conqucred nations, as offerings to the Gods
from the Senate, Confuls, and Emperors of
Rome. The ftatue of Jupiter was gold; fo
likewife was that of Victory, which is faid
to have weighed threc hundred and twenty
pounds. Here likewife was the Temple of
Jupiter Moneta, of Fortuvita Primigenia, of
Fortuna Pricata, of Fortuna Vifcola, of Fuaith,
of Fejovis, Ifis, Serapis, &c. embellithed by
{tatucs without and within, fo that the Ca-
pitol was denominated, « The Hull of the
Gods.” All thefe magnificent edifices, how-
ever, are now deftroyed, infomuch that the

modern



350 LETTERS FROM ITALY,

modern Capitol bears no femblance to the
ancient. The prefent fteps and twe fide~
buildings were planned by Buonarroti, at
the command of Paul III. and the Senators’
houfe was repaired under the dire&tion of the
fame Artift. On the top of the fteps arc
two coloflal Statues, reputed to be Greek
fculpture, one reprefenting Caftor and the
other Pollux, with their refpetive horfes;
and, on a line with theic ftatues, are beauti-
ful trophies, called thofe of Marius? but
rather fuppofed to have been done in honour
of Trajan’s viGtorics over the Dacians. Sta-
tues of the two Sons of Conftantine, to-
gether with two Roman Mile-Stones, that
marked “I” being ancient, the other mo-
dern. In the middle of the fquare is a bronze
equeftrian Statuc (once gilt,) of Marcus
Aurelius!!! The Senators’ palace was ere&-
ed by Bonrface IX. on the ruins of the an-
cient Tabularium; under the fteps is Rome:

triumphant, of Parian' marble draped with
porphyry,
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porphyry, together with two other ftatucs
of Greek marble, one of which reprefents
the Nile, the other the Tiber. The Mufeum
is on the right of the Senators’ houfe; and
the moft interefting pieces of fculpture it
Jnow contains are, the river-God—Diana—
Pyrrhus—Egyptian Idols—a fine Vafe—a
Cupid—Agrippina feated—two Boys, the
onc playing with a matk, the other with a
fwan—Pfyche—a falling Gladiator-—two
Centaurs—Marius—an Amazon—bufls of
Cicero, Nerva, Antoninus Pius, Trajan, &c.
—mofaic of the Pigecons—a Greek Vafe of
bronze, found in the port of dntium—and a
Faun in red Egyptian marblc! Give three
pauls—This Mufeum is very cold.  The Con-
Sfervatory, on the left of the Senators™ houfe,
contains below flairs, Rome triumphant,
and the weeping Province!!!—a lion de-
vouring a horfe !—bufts of Commodus and
Domitian—immenfe fect, and onc hand of
a mutilated ftatue of Apollo—ftatucs of Ju-

lius
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lius and Auguftus Cafar—and the roftral
column! Above flairs, on the firk floor,
arc paintings by Cav. d’Arpino—the bronze
wolf, faid to have been ftruck with light-
ning when Cafar fell—a buft of Appius
Claudius—Medufa’s head !—and Hercules
in bronze gilt! the only antique ftatue in
Romc on which the gilding remains.  Grve
two pauls. On tie jecond floor is the picture
a

gallery, containing Guercino's Sibyl
young Man and a Gipfey, by M. A. Cara-
vaggio—the battle of Alexander and Da-
rius, by Piegro di Cortona, &c. Give fwo
pauls.  The Confervatory is very damp and
cold.  To the left of the Confervatory is the
Tarpeair Rock, and to the right the Church of
Sa. Maria d Araceli, alrcady mentioned. At
the bottom of the fteps are two bafult lionefles
of Egyptian workmanfhip, and near the
lionefs, on the left hand, is the trunk of a

porphyry ftatuc finely draped.
XXIV. Pantheon. This magnificent Tem-
Lles
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. ple, which has, in great meafure, defied the
injuriosof time, feems as if preferved to latter
ages for the purpofe of furnithing a juft idea
of ancient Roman tafte and fplendor. The
gencral opinion feems to be, that it was
erected during the time of the Republic, and
afterwards adorned with its prefent noble
portico by ‘Agrippa, the Son-in-law of Au-
goftus. It was likewife repaired by fuc-
ceeding Emperors. Originally there were
feven fteps leading up to the portico; now
two only are above-ground. The portico is
fixty-nine feet long by forty-onc wide, and
fupported by fixteen prodigious columns,
each being a fingle piece of red oriental gra-
mte. The circumference of each column is
fourteen fect ; the height thirty-cight and a
half, without bafes or capitals, which are
white marble, and of the Corinthian order.
“The rafters of the ceiling were originally co-
vered with thick plates of bronze, which
were taken away to'make the baldaguin, &c.

Vor. 1. Aa in
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in St. Peter’s; and likewife to make cannoft
for the Caftlc of St. Angelo. Thé ancient
bronze-doors, adorned with baffi-rilievi, were
taken away by Genferic, king of the Van-
dals, who loft thiem in the Sicilian fea; the
door-cafe {1l remains. The front of the
edificc, without-fide, was covered with
bronze gilt, and the top with filver plates,
now changed for lead. The diameter, with-
in-fide; is one hundred and thirty-three feet,
and the height precifely the fame. The
walls are incrufted with marble, and it is
believed that the Cariatides, mentioned by
Pliny, made part of the ornaments of this
building. The dome is faid to have been
originally incrufted with filver. Agrippa de-
dicated the Pantheon to Mars and Jupiter
the Avenger, 1n memory of the victory gain~
cd by Auguftus over Anthony and Cleopatra.
It was likewife confecrated to Cybele, Mo-
ther of the Gods, all of whom had their re-
- {peétive ftatues here, in bronze, filver, gold,

or
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or precious marble. The ftatucs of Auguftus
and Agrippa were placed at the entrance of
the Temple; that of Jupiter the Avengerin
the centre of the sribuna, the infernal Dei-
ties on the pavement, the terreftrial in the
exterior chapels, and the celeftial in the in-
terior. The pavement is compofed of por-
phyry and giallo antico, bordered with other
precious marbles. The aperture for light is
twenty-five feet in diameter. The chief
riches of this Temple were removed to Con-
ftantinople by Conftantine II. There are
Perfons who fuppofe the Pantheon to have
been originally a part of fome ancient Baths ;
and thofc of Agrippa certainly were imme-
diately behind it. Here arc the monuments
of Metaftafio, Raffaclle, Annibale Caracci,
Mengs, Nicolas Pouflin, Perrino del Vaga,
Taddeo Zuccheri, Vacca, Corelli, Sacchini,
Winkelmann, and Bencfiale. The Pantheon
is always cold, and very damp after rain.
The Obelifk, before the Pantheon, is Egyp-
Aa2 tian
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tian workmanthip, and originally ftood be-
fore one of the fmall Temples of Ifis and
Serapis, which were near that of Minerva.
Thefe Egyptian Obelifks, brought to Rome
by order of the Emperors, are not only the
chief ornaments of the City, but highly va-
luable likewife on account of their great an-
tiquity ; many of them having, it is faid,
been made five or fix hundred years before
the Chriftian era.

SECOND DAY.

1. Tempio del Sole nel Giardino Colonnefe.
Go to the Piazza in which ftands the Church
of Santi Apofloli, and in a {fmall ftreet to the
left of the Church, you will find a door lead-
ing into the Colonna-Garden, where there
is an immenfe fragment of the Temple of
the Sun, faid to have been crected by Au-
rclian.  There fhill remains a picce of the
eornice and frieze, from which we m#y, in

fome
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fome meafure, judge of its magnificence.
The workmanthip is exquifite, and the co-
lumns are fuppofed to have been feventy
feet high. This Garden likewife contains
ruins of Baths, faid to have been thofe of
Conftantine. Pafs through the Colonna-

_ Garden, (if you can obtain permiffion,) to

* that gate which opens upon Monte Cavallo,

Grve one paul and a half.

IL. Statues, Horfes, and Obelifk, in the Pi-
asza di Monte Cavallo, fo called from the
admirable fculpture with which it is embel-
lithed, namely, two coloffal figures, fup-
pofed to be Caftor and Pollux, each holding
a horfe. Thefe twin Gods, the work of
Phidias and Praxiteles, are eftcemed the
fineft picces of fculpture in Rome, efpecially
that done by the firft-named Artift. They
once adorned Athens, and arc generally fup-
pofed to have becn brauyght ‘to Rome from
Alexandria by Conftantine the Great ;
though fome Authors tell 'us, they were fent

Aas3j to
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.
to Nero as a prefent, by Tiridates, King of
Armenia. The horfes are ill-executed, and
chiefly modern. The Egyptian Obelifk,
which ftands in the centre of the ftatues,
was creéted by the prefent Pope. It is com-
pofed of red granite, and mcafures forty-
five feet without the pedeftal. It originally
adorned the Maufoleum of Auguftus.

III. Palazzo Pontifice. The Chapel painted
by Guido merits notice. Grve two pauls, un-
lefs the Cuflodi be fent for on purpofe to open
* the Chapel, when he will expeét three or four.

IV. Bafilica of Nerva. This Bafilica was
an immenfe Court of Juftice; the threc
beautiful columns which remain are Greek

'marble; their circumference is fixteen feet
and a half, and their height fitty-one; an
architrave which remains is much orna-
mented and finely worked.

V. Tempio di Pallade, ereéed by Domitian,
The two Corinthian columns now remain-

ing are ninc fect and a half in circumference ;
the
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the entablature and freize abound with well-
executed ornaments; and, on the entablg-
ture, is a large figure of the Goddefs in alfo-
rilievo. '

VL. Chiefa di S. Stefano degli Unglyeri, or
8. Stefano Rotonda, formerly the Temple of
Claudius. This beautiful and intcrefting
Edifice was built by Agrippina in honour of
her Hufband Claudius, dcftroyed by Nero,
and rebuilt by Vefpafian. Pope S. Simpli- '
cius converted it into a Chriftian Church,
and Gregory XIII. gave it to the German
College. The interior part fkill rctains the
precife form, together with all the majcfty
of an ancient Temple, and 1s ecmbellithed
with two rows of columns, fitty-eight in
" number, and chiefly granite. It is neceflary
to fend a day before hand, in order to be fure
of fecing this Church. Give threc pauls,
provided the doors be opened on purpofe for you.
The infide is remarkably damp and cold.

VIL Villa Mattei. The garden of this

Aad negleéted
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negle@ed Villa contains a cclebrated coloflal
buft of Commodus, and commands a fme
view of Caracalla’s Baths, which arc faid to
have contained fcpar.atc bathing places for
three thoufand perfons, including one thou-
fand fix hundred marble feats: the apart-
ments were decorated with precious marbles
and bronze gilt ; the floors paved with mo-
. faics: and here were found the Hercules of
Glycon, and the Farnefe bull. Ruins of a
large number of rooms may ftill be difco-
vered; but moft of the apartments deftined
for bathing arc buried under-ground, and
the whole building is in fo imperfe& a ftate
as to be fcarcely worth a minute inveftiga-
tion. Give one paul and a half. This gar-
den 1s very dump.

On going out of the garden, you fee, be-
fore the Church of Sa. Maria della Navicella,
the model of an ancient bark.

VIIL. Chicfa di 8. Gregorio nel Monte Célia,

faid to be built on the foundations of a Pa-
trician-
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trician-houe, and to retain its ancient form.
It commands a fine view of Titus’s Baths,
and the Coliffzum; and, by entering the
quadrangle, and ringing a bell on the right-
hand, you may always gain admittance to
this Church. In a Chapel adjoining to which,
is a piGure by Annibale Caracci, of S. Gre-
gorio praying between Angcls, faid to be the
chef-d ewvre of colouring; and, in adctach-
ed Chapel, are two celebrated frefcos, the
one painted by Domenichino, the other by
Guido, in order to prove which was the bet-
ter Artift; that done by Domenichino re-
prefents the flagellation of St. Andrew!!! that
by Guido reprefents the fame Saint going to
martyrdom !!! Here, likewife, in an adjoin-
ing Chapel, is a ftatue of S. Gregorio, be~
gun by Buonarroti, and finithed by Nicolas
Cordieri. Give ene paul. This Church and

the Chapels are damp and cold.
IX. Terme di Tito. Send an hour or two
before hand, and lct the Man who keeps the
key
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key know at what time you defign coming,
Wear thick-foled thoes, or boots, guard your
hcad againft damp, and have a great-coat
rcady to put on when you come out of this
Cavern. The Romans learnt the ufe of Baths
from the Grecks; and, though at firft em-
ployed merely for the purpofes of health, they
in time became an objc& of luxury and mag-
nificence. The Baths of Titus were fmaller
than thofe of Dioclefian and Caracalla, but
more ¢legantly ornamented : the lower part
of the edifice ferved for bathing, the upper
part for academies and gymnaftic exercifes.
In the lower part, which now is under-
ground, and thercfore extremely damp, are
the remains of beautiful arabefques, from
which Raffaclle is fuppofed to have taken
many ideas. You go down with lights.
Above-ground arc what is called zke feven
fuloons, fuppofed to have been refervoirs for
watcr, and originally confifting of nine rooms
aboye-ground, befides thofe undemcath.

The
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The ruins of Titus’s Palace, which commu-
nicated with the Baths, are ftill vifible. In
this Palace was found the famous Laocoon ;
and, in the Baths, the Aldobrandini mar-
riage. Near this fpot was the Tower wherc-
on Nero is fuppofed to have ftood to enjoy
the burning of Rome; and ncar this fpot,
likewifc, were the gardens of Meccenas, and
the houfes of Horace and Virgil. Give five
or fix pauls to the Man who finds lights.

X. Chicfa di 8. Martino in Monte. Under
this beautiful little Church is a part of the
Baths of Titus, now converted into a burial-
place, and famous for being the fpot where
Pope Silveftro held a council, affifted by
Conftantine and his Mother. The mofaic-
pavement, and matted roof of the Baths, (on
which perhaps were paintings) ftill remain
perfe&, as do the walls; confequently, you
have the exa& dimenfions far better than in
what is called, the Baths or Grotto of Titus.
Hecre, however, no paintings are difcernible;
' but,
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but, here, you encounter no very damp air;
and, thercfore, Invalids may go down with
tolcrable fafety, which they eertainly cannot
do into the Grotto of Titus. The Church
of 8. Martino contains beautiful marbles,
clegant gilt ornaments, and landfcapes on the
walls, by Gafpero Pouffin, with figures, by
Nicolas, his Brother. The fteps leading
down to the burial-place under the high-
altar, and the burial-place itfclf, were de-
figned by Pictro di Cortona. The columns
which fupport the Church are faid to have
been brought from Adrian’s Villa, at Tivoli.
Give a couple of pauls ta the Perfon who opens
the burial-place.

X1. Battiflerio di Coflantine. This Edifice
was built by Conftantine, and repaired by
Gregory XIII. and Urban VIII. The Font is
an ancient tomb of marble of Ponfevero :
the Dome is fupported by fine porphyry co-
lumns, with an antique entablature, and
adorncd with paintings, reprefenting the life

of
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of St. John Baptift, by Andrea Sacchi. In
onc of the Chapels are two curious fluted
pillars of verde antique; and in the wall of
one of the entrances are two noble porphyry
columns, and an antique entablature with-
out-fide.

XII. Bafilica di 8. Giovanni in Laterano.
This noble Edifice was erc&ed by Conftan-
tine the ‘Great, and called the Mother
Church of Rome, though St. Martin and
St. Luke is really fo. The front of the

- building, towards the Naples-gate, is beau-
tiful, and the bronze-docr, ornamented with
baffi-rilievi, was taken from the Temple of
Saturn. The Corfini-Chapel is very mag-
nificent, and contains the famous porphyry
Bath, or Sarcophagus, which once graced the
Panthcon. The pavement of this Chapel,
and indeed of the whole Church, is fine.
Here are ftatues of Saints Thomas and Bar-
tholomew, by Le Gros; and St. Andrew, St.

James minor, and St. John, by Rufconi.
The
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The Altar of the Holy Sacrament is adorned
with four magnificent antique fiuted co-
lumns of bronze gilt, fuppofed to have becn
taken from the Temple of Jupiter Capito-
linus, and brought originally (it is faid) from
the Temple at Jerufalem. Above thefe co-
lumns is a fempera-painting, by Cav. d’Ar-
pino, rcprefenting the afcenfion of our Savi-
our into Heaven !!! At the top of the centre
atfle, near the high-altar, arc two noble co-
Iumns of red granite ; near the door leading
to the Baptiftery, two of giallo antico; and
in the Sacrifty is an annunciation, defigned,
if not exccuted, by Buonarroti. This Church
is always open, and tolerably warm.

The Odbelifk, which ftands before the
Church of 8. Giovanni in Laterano, is the
largeft at Rome, and fuppofed to have been
even more lofty once than it is at prefent.
It was originally placed in the Temple of
the Sun, at Thebes, by Ramefles King of
Favept. Its height, without bafe or pedeftal,

I3

is
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is onc hundred and fifteen feet, its diameter
nine.

XIII. Tempio di Minerva Medica. This
pi¢turefque Ruin ftands in a garden, the
‘door of which will generally open if puthed
hard. In this Temple was found the cele-
brated ftatue of Minerva, with the fcrpent
at her feet, now to be feen in the Palazzo
Giufliniani.

Not far from the Temple of Minerva Me-
dica 1s the Church of S. Bibiana, which con-
tains the ftatue of this Saint by Bernini, faid
to be one of his beft works.

XIV. Adrco di Gallieno, commonly called
Arco di S. Vito. According to the infcrip-
tion on the frieze of this Arch, it was ereéted
in honour of the Emperor whofe name it
bears.

XV. Piazza di Sa. Maria Muggiore. Hcre
ftands the Column, before mentioned, which
was taken from the Temple of Peace, and

which (though only one pillar of that Tem-
ple)
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ple) imprefles the fpeculative mind with a
ftronger idea of ancient Roman magnifi-
cence, than almoft any other veftige now
remaining.

XVI. Bafilica di Sa. Maria Maggiore. This
Church was.ereted upon the foundations of
an ancicnt Temple of Juno Lucina, about
the year 852, and afterwards enlarged by
Sixtus III. The nave is fupported by antique
Ionic columns, thirty-fix of which are white
marble, and four granite, The Baldacchino
1s fupported by antique columns of porphyry.
The Chapel of Sixtus V. which contains his
afhes, 1s a fine one, and the Borghefc-Chapel,
is reckoned the moft magnificent in Rome:
it was built by Paul V. and contains paint-
ings of Guido’s. The altar of thc Madonna
in this Chapel is decorated with a large
quantity of oriental jafper, agate, and lapis
lazuli. The Sforza-Chapel was defigned by
Buonarroti. This Bafilica is o loaded with
gilding, and other ornaments, that it re-

fembles



BETWEEN 1702 AND 1 rg98. 3869.

fembles a place of public diverfion more
than a Chriftian Temple. It is always open,
and tolerably warm. The arch which fe-
parates the nave from the choir is covered
with mofaics of the fifth century. |

On going out of the Church, at the op~
pofite door to that where you entered, is an
Egyptian Obelifk of red granite, forty-three
feet high without the pedeftal., It was
brought to Rome by the Emperor Claudius,
and ferved as one of the ornaments to the
Maufoleum of Auguftus.

XVII. Terme di Diocleziano. Thefc Baths,
fuppofed to have been the moft fpacious in
Rome, were one thoufand two hundred feet
in circumference, and that part Whi-ch was
deftined merely for bathing is faid to have
extended three miles. Here were grovesand
walks, fchools for arms and fciences, with a
famous faloon, called Pinacotheca, in which
the e -vorks of painting and fculpture
woose armzsiel This faloon is now con-

Voo, o un verted
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verted into the Churck of Sa. Maria. deghs.
Angeli, the entrance to which (a rotunda)
was one of the ftews, or Calidarium, belong-
ing to the Baths. The Church of S. Ber-
nardo was another of thefe Calidarium,
which, according to fome Authors, how-
ever, were not tepid baths, but rooms for ex-
ercifes. Part of the Baths are converted into
the Pope’s oil-cellar, which, being warm and
dry, may be viewed without danger, and is
highly worth inveftigation : -but, in order to
gain admittance you muft, generally fpeak-
ing, go before eleven in the morning. The
entrance to the oil-cellar is clofe to the
Church of Sa. Maria degli Angeli. Pius IV.
dedicated Dioclefian’s Baths to facred ufes,
becaufe the forty thoufand Chriftians who
built them fuffered martyrdom ; and Buo-
narroti, who was employed to ere@ the
Church, finding among the ruins of the
Baths an immenfe room, fupported by eight
columns of oriental granite, (th¢ above-

named
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named Pinacotheca, where the Youth per-
formed their exercifes in bad weather) form-
ed out of it the prefent Church in the fhape
of a Greek crofs. The entrance to this ma-
jeftic Edifice,which may vie with St. Peter’s
in beauty, contains the monuments of Carlo
Maratti and Salvator Rofa. The nave of
the church is one hundred and feventy-nine
feet long, its height one hundred-and five
feet, and the eight antiqﬁc columns above-
mentioned are fixteen feet in circumference
and forty-three high. The pavement is
beautiful. Here is a piture of the fall of
Simon Magus, by Pompeio Battoni. The
baptifm of our Saviour, by Carlo Maratti,
and the martyrdom of S. Sebaftiano, by Do-
menichino! This Church is generally fhut
by cleven in the morning, and opened again
between two and three. I is dry, and not’
wrjl cold. Grve two pauls at the Pope's oil-
<éllar, if, jau are fupplied with lights.

Bbz2 XVIIL,
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XVIIL. Chiefa di S. Bernardo. This church
merits notice, as belonging to Dioclefian’s
Baths. The ancient form and roof are quite
perfe&, and very beautiful. Admiffion may
be obtaincd at any hour by an application
at the adjoining Monaftry.

XIX. Obelifk before the Church of Trinita
de’ Monti. This Obelifk was creéted by the
prefent Pope, and is forty-four feet high,
without the pedeftal.

XX. Chiefa di Trinite de Monti, famous
for a frefco-painting by Danicllo da Volterra,
reprefenting the defcent from the crofs!!!!

THIRD DAY.

1. Chiefa de Sa. Maria del Popolo. This
church contains a ftatuc of Jonas, defigned
by Raffaclle, and executed under his im-

mediate direftion, by Lorenzetto!!!
11, Obelift
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II. Obelifk in the Piazza del Popolo, faid
to have been made at Heliopolis five hun-
dred and twenty-two years before the Chrif-
tian era: its height, from the ground to the
top of the crofs, is one hundred and twelve
feet.

III. Colonna Antonina. This Column,
ere&ted by the Roman Senate, was dedicated
by Marcus Aurelius to his Father-in-law,
Antoninus Pius. It is of the Doric order,
and adomed with baffi-rilicvi, reprefenting
the triumphs of Marcus Aurelius over the
Marcomanni, The ftatue of the above-nam-
ed Emperor, togcther with his afhes, was
placed on the fummit of the column; his
ftatue was of bronze gilt, but, being ex-
tremely injured by fire, Sixtus V. replaced
it with the ftatuc of St. Paul, likewife
bronze gilt. This column is very inferior in
point of workmanthip to that of Trajan; it
meafures fifteen feet in diameter, and one

| . Bb3 hundred
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hundred and forty-two from the bafe to the
Aop of the ftatue.

IV. Solar Obelifk in the Piazza di Monte
Citorip. This Obelifk, made by order of Se«
foftris, King of Egypt, was ere@ed by Au-
guftus Cefar, in the Campus Martius, where
it ferved as a fun-dial. It is compofed of
red granite, meafures fixty-fix feet, pedeftal
inclufive, and was placed in the Piazga di
Monte Citorio by the prefent Pope,

V. Colonna Trajana. This beautiful Co-
lumn was erected at the beginning of the fe-
cond century by the Senate and People of
Rome, in honour of the viftory gained by
Trajan over the Dacians.  On the fummit
of the Column was a ftatuc of the Empe-
ror made of bronze gilt, and holding 3
globe, wherein his afhes were depofited,
Sixtus V, changed this ftatue for onc of St.
Peter. The height of the Column, from its
bafe to the top of the ftatue, is one hundred

and
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and thirty -three feet, near fifteen of which
are under the prefent level of the ground.
This Column is of the Doric order, and
adorned with fine baffi-rilievi, reprefenting
the Dacian war!!! The fpot on which it
ftands was the centre of Trajan’s Forum. It
is one of our nobleft monuments of anti-
quity, and was defigned, and in great mea-
fure executed, by Polidorus, a celebrated
Grecjan Artift,

V1. Teatro di Marcello, now the Palazzo
Orfini. This Theatre was erefted by Au-
guftus Czfar, in honour of Marcellus, the
Son of his Sifter O&avia; and the architec-
ture is fo fine, as to have ferved as a model
for all fucceeding ages. Confiderable re-
mains of this Edifce may ftill be difcovered,
although the Palazzo Orfini is built with,
and upon its ryins.

V1. Portico di Ottavia. This Edifice,
which ftands in the Pefearia, or fith-market,
was erected by Auguftus in honour of O&a-

~ Bb4 via.
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yia. There are confiderable remains of the

building ; but it ftands in fo damp a fituation,

that Invalids fhould not venture to vifit it.
VIII. Palazzo Corfini.*

* This Palace contains an immenfe and rare collec~
tion of prints, together with a large number of pic-
tures, among which are the following: Fir/f room—
a curious old painting, by Angelo di Fiefole. Second
room—two {mall landfcapes, by Salvator Rofa!—a
buft of Seneca—Prometheus, by Salvator Rofa! Tkird
room—an Ecce Homo, faid to be the chef-d’auvre of
Guercino ! ! | the lower part of the pifture, however,
is unfinithed—a portrait by Rembrandt ! | !—St. John
when a child, by Carlo Maratti l—a fketch of the
Madonna and our Saviour, by Vandyck—Marriage of
St. Catherine, by Saffo Ferrata ! !—a confular chair,
with baffi-rilievi, antique, and very curious! Fourth
room—a hare, by Albert Durer !—Noah’s facrifice, by
N. Pouflin!'! I—8. Agoftino and a choir of Angels, by
Garofalo | | I—two fmall piGtures reprefenting the in-
fide of churches, by Petterneff.  Fiftk room—a minia-
ture painting jof the birth of our Saviour, by Albert
Durer—a Madonna and Child, defigned by Buonarroti.
Sixth room—two {fmall pi&tures, by Andrea di Fiefole
—a head, by Holbens! Sewventh room—a landfcape,
by G. Pouffin—a Madonna and Child, by Murillo—a
wild beaft hunt, by Rubens—two fmall landfcapes, by
G. Pouflin.  Give four pauls. This Palace is cold.

1X. Church
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- IX. Chlurch of S. Onofrio on the Janiculum
H:ll. Hcre are Taflo’s monument, and fome
finc paintings by Domenichino ; and in the
Convent adjoining to the Church is a-buft of
Taflo, moulded from his face.

X. Villa Lanti, famous for commanding
a moft extenfive view of Rome.

XI. Palazza Sa. Croce. Inthe Court be-
low arc two fine friczes and a head of Ho-
mer. ¥ -

X1l Palazza Spadat

XIII. Buflica

* Above Stairs, in the anti-chamber, or Servants’-
Hall, isan Apollo in bronze. Moft celebrated pi¢tures
in the Palace—]Job on the Dunghill, by Salvator Rofa!!
—St.Jerome, by Baflano—a large landfcape, by Poutfin
-—Fortune, by Guido—a battle, by Salvator Rofa!!!—
Europa, by Guercino—four pi&tures of the four fea- -

.fons, by Albano!!!—The aflumption, by Guido!!!—
St. John, by Guercino—Our Saviour contemplating

- the globe, by the fame. Tolerably warm, Give three
or four pauls.

+ Below flairs—Fight baffi-rilicvi in one room, and
a beautiful fitting figure of a Grecian Philofopher, faid
to be Antifthencs, in another. Give two pauls ; the
Cufiodi not being the fame as above flairs. Thefe apart-

X menis
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XII. Baflica di Antonino Pio. Eleven
columns and a large entablature ftill remain
to fhew how magnificent this building once
was. The capitals are Corinthian, and the
columns thirty-ninc feet high; they now
make part of the Dogana appointed to re-

ceive merchandize, which comes to Rome
by lind.

ments are cold. Up-flairs in the hall is a coloffal fta-
tue of Pompey, (aid to be that at the foot of which
Ceafar fell. Moft remarkable pi¢tures—Head of a
Cardinal, by Guido—Judith with the head of Holo-
fernes, by ditto—the facking of a village, attributed to
Teniers, but more probably by Brughel—a fmall
landfcape, by G. Pouffin—head of Seneca, by Salva-
tor Rofa—St. Annc teaching the bleffed Virgin to
work, (more like a country School-miftrefs and her
Scholar) by M. A. Caravaggio!!—Death of Dido, by
Guercino—Portrait ‘of the famous Cenci, by Paul Ve-
ronefe—St. Jerome, by Spagnoletto—Heads of two
Boys, author uncertain !!—a fnow-piece, by Teniers
—a full-length of Cardinal Belardino Spada, by Guido.
Give four pauls.

FOURTH
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FOURTH DAY

I. Maufoleo & Auguffe. Auguftus Cezfar,
during his fixth confulate, creéted, in the
Campus Martius, this fuperb Maufoleum
for himfelf and Family. It originally had
three circular walls, but one only now re-
mains ftanding ; and this Maufoleum has of
Jate years been converted into a theatre for
bull-fighting.

The Campus Martius, which originally be-
longed to the Tarquins, and, after their ex-
pulfion, was dedicated to Mars, compre-
hended an immentfe tradl of ground, extend-
ing, in the time of Auguftus, from his Mau-
foleum to the Theatre of Marcellus, and

from the foot of the Pincian, Quirinal, and
Capitoline hills, to the Tiber; in Nery's
reign it reached to the Ponte Molle.

1I. Mol
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II. Mole Adriana, now Caflel di S. Angelo.
‘This magnificent building was erc&ed by
the Emperor Adrian, nearly oppoﬁtc to the
Maufoleum of Auguftus. It confifted of
fwo ftories, was incrufted with Parian mar-
ble, furrounded with magnificent columns,
and adorned with ftatues. Somec Perfons
imagine that the bronze pine, now in the
Belvedere-Garden at the Vatican, was ori-
ginally placed on the top of this Maufoleum,
and ferved to contain the afhes of Adrian,
while others conjeture that his ftatuc was
on the top, and that his afhes were depofited
in a porphyry urn, or farcophagus, now in
the Corfini-Chapel at S. Giovanni di Latera-
no. After the fall of the Roman Empire,
this building became the Citadel of Rome,
and acquired the appellation of Caffello di S.
Angelo, from a ftatue of the Arch-Angel Mi-
chael, now placed on its fummit,

111, Fon«
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WII. Fontana Paulina, defigned, at the
command of Paul V., by Giovanni Fonta- -
na. ‘This water was brought to Rome by
Auguftus, to fupply his Naumachia; and
there are confiderable remains of the ancient
Aqueduét near the Villa Pamfile.

IV. Fontana Navona, defigned by Cav.
Bernini, at the command of Innocent X.
The four coloflal ftatues rcprefent the
Ganges, the Nile, the Plata, and the Da-
nube. The Obelitk, which is of red granite,
meafures fifty-one fect, and was brought to
Rome by order of Caracalla, who placed it
in his Baths. The Piazze Navona was an-
ciently the Circus Agonalis, and ftill retains
its original form.

V. Fontana di Trevi. The water which
fupplies this beautiful Fountain was brought
to Rome by Agrippa, for the ufe of his )
Baths behind the Pantheon, and derives its

name
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name of Acqus Virginia-from a young fes
male Peafant who difcovered the fource,
and fhewed it to fome famifhed Soldiers.
" Jt 1s the beft water at Rome. The decora-
tions of this Fountain were defigned by N,
Salvi, at the command of Clement XII.
The ftatues reprefent Ocean, Salubrity, and
Fecundity; and the baff-rilievi over the
two laft reprefent Agrippa and the Peafant
Girl.

V1. Fontana d; Termine, defigned by Fon-
tana, at the command of Sixtus V. In the
centre of the building 1s Mofes ftriking the
rock ; and on either fide a bafo-rilievo, one
reprefenting Aaron conduéting the Ifrachtes
to quench their thirft; the other Gideon
encouraging them to pafs the river Jordan,
and direGting his Soldiers to lead the way.
This Fountain is likewife ornamented with
four lions, two of which arc white porphyry,

and
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and two bafalt; the laft being Egyptian
fculpture, and highly efteemed; they were

formerly placed under the portico of the
Pantheon. S

THE END OF VOL. 1.

T. Gillet, Printer, Salifbury-{quare, London.
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