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ADVERTISEMENT

7o the Reader.

HOUL D any of our readers objes, that too
much place is given in thefe volumes to what
Jeems to intereft the correfponding parties more
nearly than the Pyblic 3 it may be relied on, that
Juch parts bave been retained folely from the mo-
Hive of giving a more natural pifture of the man-
ners, &c. of the people reprefented, tham the
unanimated narrative of a meer [pefiator might
bave conveyed. Nor could the Edjtor, without
difficulty, bave feparated from the feveral deferip-
tions, that part and interef which the Author
bad in them. If the Editor fbould appear repre-
benfible for preferving fuch extenfive criticifins in
the article of painting ; be can only [ay, that his
author’s firong propenfity to that [cience induced
ber treating it more largely than may be agreeable
#0 fome of ber readers; and that be was prevented
Sfrom [uppreffing any part, from a poffibility of its -
keing relifbed by thofe amongft them of a different -
tafte, who may be unprovided with better or more

recent accounts,
of




ADVERTISEMENT.

Of Catalogues indeed, there is no deficiency 5
they [warm in every town and every palace of
Italy: But thefe publications are merely atalogues;
Juch criticifms as they offer being oftentimes fortui-
tous, frequently falfe, and for the greater number

-calculated by the proprictor to promote the fale of

Juch piftures of indifferent merit, as be wifbes to -
part with to advaleage and profit.

Thofe in this country who commiffion perfons
refiding in Italy (of which there are many) to
procure them the beft of fuch piftures as chance
brings to market, may ackmowledge fome utility
in crizical difquifitions of this nature, if executed .
with a decent portion of truth and information
as ferving to dired? their choice upon the imme-
diate objells of preference; and proving, when
in correfpondence with the reperts of thofe em-
ployed by “them,.a confirmation of their ef-
timates and recommendations.—Here they will
alfo learn, that many piftures, [uppofed the pro-
perty of their former owners, will appear to be
in the pofeffion of other mafters and other coun-
tries.  After all, if thofe who hkave not already
travelled in, or who bave mno expefiation of vifit-
ing Italy : if thofe who are unacquainted with,
or uninterefted in the merits of painting, will
but turn over a few pages when they come to

I Juch
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Juch deferiptions, of which ihe marginal references
are a confiant indication, perbaps their trouble
may be but inconfiderable, in proporiion to the
entertainment or information provided for a larger
number of our readers.

From the lovers.of matural biftory (perbaps) we
Jball need mo indulgence for offering them in the
Appendix, what appears to us an interefting ac-
count of a Bridge that feems to bave bad nature for
its architelt 5 and of fome curious invefigations of
 Joffils and minerals, all in the neighbourbood of Ve-
rona, which feem to bave paffed unvifited and un-
noticed by any writer of travels. The Italian
manufeript from which it is printed, came into the
Autbor’s bands by an accident that cannot intereft
our readers.

LETTER






PREF A CE

HE Author of thefe Letters

made the tour of Italy with her
hufband in the years 1770 and 1771:
her correéfpondent, a near and much
efteemed relation, had required from
her at parting, circumftantial details
(by letter) of whatevet fhe fhould
meet with during the period of their
feparation, curious or interefting ;
in the view of. comparing her com-
munications with the beft moderi
travels of French or Englith publicda
tion.

Attherequeftof thatrelation theyare
" now publithed, with little other cau-
tion or correction, than the difcharg-
ing them (in fome meafure) from re-

~ petitions, and the fuppreffion of cer-
' tain



Vi PREFACE
tain matters of meer private concern,

by no means objects of information
or entertainment to the Public.

It were a mifufe of time to offer
proofs of their authenticity, which
thew fo clearly and unequivocally
through every page of thefe vo-
umes.

Will not the public candor prefume,
‘that farther embellu’hment of ftyle,
appoﬁte quorauons, abundant illuft-
rations, . &c. might have been
fupplied by the fame pen, which of-
fers them the prefent artlefs, ingenu-
ous narration, had fuch decorations
feemed expedient, or a difplay of the
author’s reading been an objcé’c of
publication. o

t

Much of the thatter now before us,

was thrown on_paper immediately
after;
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after ; and not a little ’6f it whilft thé
recorded 1nC1dents were yet pafling 5
the ‘greater part of it was Wrote in the
midft of fatigue, in moments unfa-
- vourable to precifion and unfriendly
to reflecion, fave only to fuch reflec-
tions as naturally rofe out. of the
occurring events,

The Editor, who cannot plead in-
difference to thefe Letters and their
author, finds himfelf impelled toanti-

cipate the reader’s approbation of that

{fpirit of tendernefs and benevolence,
that animated warmth {o honefily
avowed, and fo feelingly exerted in
the defence of freedom and the in-
terefts of humanity, which abundant-
ly difplay themfelves in the pages
now before us.

+
The Author’s declining to give her
name to fo circumftantial a narra-
‘ tive,
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tive, as renders it fingularly im-.
probable it fhould long remain con-
cealed, feems to call “for fome a-
pology; all the Editor has to fay in
regard to this peculiarity is, that the
utmoft that could be obtained from
‘her, was an acquiefcence in their a-
nonymous publication.



LETTER L

Sept. zoth, 1770.

SUPPOSE you have already received
my letter from Ornon. Nothing but
the promife I had made you of writing
from the very firft place we thould fleep at,
could have prevailed upon me to have fent
you fuch a fomniferous letter—if the read-
ing of it did not put you to {leep, the writ-
ing did me.~I fear this will not prove
much more enlivening than its predeceffor.
—Why will you not have patience until I
have reached Italy ? for there I expe& every
day will produce frefh fources of amufe-
ment both for you and me.—But that, you
have refufed me, and you infift that I mark
and paint every ftep I take in fo clear a
manner, that you may follow me clofely in
idea—but don’t fuffer the too tender friend-
Vor. L, B thip
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fhip you honour me with, .to produce an=
" xious and uneafy thoughts that may mif-
guide you, in augmenting every inconve-
nience, or trifling accident that may hap-
pen; for as you took care at the moment
of our feparation to bind me doubly by my
friendfhip and honour, not through a mif-
taken kindnefs to attempt to deceive you in
the fmalleft particular, fo be affured I hold
myfelf obliged to fulfil my engagement,
au pied de la lettre.~-Follow me then in ideal
jaunt, like Puck’s fairy friend,

Over hill, over dale,

Through bufh, through brier, -

Over park, over pale,

Through flood, through fire.

My journey alfo muft have a fiery end,
Mount Vefuvius.—I tremble at the thought
—though perhaps I may be better recon-
ciled to a burﬁing mountain, when I fhall
fancy myfelf almoft petrified to cryflal,
amidft the eternal fnows and iced moun-
tains, towards which we are making all

. poflible
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poffible expedition. Having quitted Or-
non this morning, we arrived at noon at a
fmall town called Pontarlier, where we
changed horfes and dined: it is a bleak,
raw-looking uninterefting place, the road
is very tolerable between Ornon and Pon-
tarlier,—but notat all to your tafte; a pre-
cipice quite confiderable enough to frighten
you being conftantly on one fide, the moun-

Pontars
lier,

tain rifing on the other; for a confiderable -

part of the way one fees this road wind-
ing and -turning about the fides of thefe
high hills ;—the day has been véry fine, and
the profpe&t highly romantic ;—it is not fo
diftant, but that the horizon is diftin&ly
determined by a chain of mountains clothed
up to their fummits with pines ;—their fi-
tuation is rendered particularly firiking by
the fudden protuberances of the ground on

which they grow.—When the fun had

rifen fo high as to the favourite mo-
ment of all landfcape-painters, the 4§th
degree, or (to fpeak with the vulgar) about

B2 ten



[ + 1

ten o’clock, the tops of the firs gliftened
with refulgent brightnefs, and the dark -
fhadows 'caft by their fpreading branches
augmented in appearance the real projection.
of their conical fides.—By the majeftic
nodding of their heads, they feemed to
infult wlth,,;tiapirv {uperiority of elcvation,’
the humble trees in the valley below, and
caprigioufly to-amufe themfelves with fud-
denly cafting monftrous and gigantic tha-
dows, on the peaceful plains of green corn
in the valley, interfperfed with various
hues, caufed by the patches of peas and
other puife now in bloflom.—Here and
there meadows of hay cutting down and

making, and a few poor villages {cattered.
amongft mountains diverfified the fcene.
Thefe cottages (though far more pictu-

refque in profpe&, than would be the com-
fortable farm-houfes of Hulfpenny) are
only compofed of a few planks and trees

fafiened together.  As we advanced, we
bcgan to clofe w1th the pines, which had

. bounded

L ]
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bounded our view before, and which now,
* dividing ‘themfelves at our approach into
beautiful viftas, opened into irregular
~ Jawns, watered by limpid {prings gufhing
forth from amongft the pines, their ftreams
feparating into feveral rivulets, bordered by
various flowers of the lily and flag kind—
but all my paftoral fpeculations were inter=
rupted by our arrival at Pontarlier, where,
as L have already informed you, we dined.—
I do not invite you to partake in imagina-
tion of our banquet, for they ferved us up
a ftinking chicken, which, after fome en-
treaty, was exchanged for a few eggs, but
little inferior in ripenefs to the chicken.
Juft as we fat down to our frugal repaft,
-enters a peafant, and fays, Voiwc: Monficur
le Mare¢hal.—Mechanically 1 was about
to rife, fruck with the fimilarity of the
fiyle and title of my vifitor to the well
known found at B——, when, behold 4
dirty blackfmith, it feems his Cyclopian
aid had been wanting to our carriage, he -

' B3 demanded
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demanded pa;yment-;On beihg afked how
much would content him, he replied, fix
Vaches—Six Vaches, cried I with aftonifth~
ment! The peafant who felt what caufed my
furprife, fmiled, and faid, he means eighteen
fols—which fum in this country goes under
the appellation of fix cows.—Our hoft
charged us five livres for four eggs; how
many cows does that make? As foon as
our horfes were ready, away we drove as
faft as we could, each horfe doing his beft
according to his feveral abilities, for all fix
were of different fize, make, colour, and
difpofition. Our road continued much in
the fame ftyle as in the morning, till we
arrived at the end of our day’s journey at
a place called Jougne.—Figure to yourfelf
a ruined caftle, fituated on the fide of a
mountain, embofomed in a foreft of fir-
trees; one of its towers only is habitable,
and there are two tolerable rooms in it. By
its date marked on one of the ftones 1579,
it appears to have been built in Henry the

Third’s

3
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Third’s reign, if I make no miftake.—
This ruined caftle belongs to'the Duke of
Rochefoucault, who is proprietor of thirty-
eight Signories contiguous, in this country.
—The inhabitants of the village are civil
and poor; they are drefled like thofe mon-
tagnards who come twice a year to B—
for the expofition of the Samnte Suaire.—
Their cosffure is to the full as furprifing.
—A long pewter {fkewer, with a knob at
each end, fuftains their Chignon, which is
twifted about it,—fo that when viewed in
front, they have the air of the head of .
young heifers with budding horns.

Good night ; we have juft fupped on trout,
the natives of thefe mountain rills.—I can-
not fend you this letter from hence, for
there is no poft for letters here.

Sept. 21. At five o’clock in themorning we
quitted Jougne, and we travelled for aleague
and a half through forefts of pines; after
which the roads were bad, the afcents and
defcents very rapid and rough; now and

' B 4 , then
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then hollow narrow ways; 'and we were

donftantly accompanied by a thick fog.—

" 'We dined at a town called Sara. It feemed

as if this town had marched out of its
gates; for there were feveral gatcs, but
very few houfes within. Here we regaled
ourfelves on the thoulder of a ram, which -
fmelt as firong as.if it had been the fhoul-
der of afox. I believe we fhall have ex-
cellent ftomachs by the time we arrive at
Geneva.—At length we have reached Mor-
gefs, a Swifs town, where we lie, and -
which, I think, is nine pofts from Jougne.
But obferve, that for the future 1 {hall not
trouble my{e-lf with calculating how many
leagues or pofts we make in a day, or how
many there are from one wretched bourg
to another: if you are curious to know,

. .examine the pofi-book, or Richard, or
" Laelande,. &c.—Our landfcape has quite
changed its: face, for about four leagues

paft, toa fine clofe cultivated country, re-
fembling parts of Berkihire; the fields i~
- - vided
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 vided by qufa hedges, clipped nd-
drefled a8 im £ngland. We faw Laufanne:
at a diftance.” - Onr toad day along the_fide -

of the Lake of Geneva s it.appears.as braad
a5 the bay of Sowthampton.. Do not imae

gine it is {mooth; on the contrary, it e’
rough, and not clear.—On the appofite:

fide appear the Mountams of Savay,

- whofe lofty heads reach far above: the:
clouds; shey only concealing part of their,
fides, like drapery wrapped round -themi.
Morges is a pretty little towm, with twe.

Lake of
Geneva,

Moun-
tains of
Savoy.

Morges,

well-built ftreets. The Swifs pagannes

are much prettier than the French, but
they have no air; their faces are fair and
clean, but want that countenance the French
ftyle piquante: they feem modeft, - but a

little ftupid; for it is with dnﬂiculty they - '

an be prevailed upon to anfwer the fim-
pleft queftions.—Our inn is very clean, agd .

like an Englith country ale-houfe, We '

fare very well ; they charge us three livres
a-head. To-morrow we hope to arrive at
' 4 Geneva,
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Geneva. We have been walking about the -
town in queft of fomething worth feeing.
Our kind hoftefs conduéted us to the houfe
" of Monf. le Baillie, by way of fhewing us
the fineft edifice in the town ;—a dreadful
looking old manfion, painted.all over black -
and red. v -

1 reft fatisfied that your friendfhip will
. make allowance for the inaccuracies of this-
letter, and the barrennefs of the fubje&:
for the want of that amufement you had
expeted to find from the pen of your moft
affetionate, &c.

LET-
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LETTER IL

Sept. 23, 1770,
E arrived here yefterday afternoon, in
Savoy, about half a mile from Ge-
neva. We had been informed on theroad,
that we fhould find a better inn on the
other fide of Geneva than any in the town.:
We determined to drive through without
flopping.  Another " convenience arifing
from our not being in the town, is, that
we are not fubje&t to be detained here
longer than juft to take a curfory view of
this famous city, which, had we lodged in,
we might have found fome difficulties in
quitting {o fuddenly the fociety of feveral
of our countrymen, which, though it might
prove a moft agreeable interruption to our
journey, yet, as the feafon is far advanced
for pafling Montcennis, we think it more
‘prudent to lofe as little time as poﬂiblc on
aur way thither,

All



All yefterday’s journey was through a
“moft beautiful country (till we came to
risde Little France, or the Pais de Gex; of

Gex. which coantry, fo much talkéd of by our
‘mews-writers, 1 fhall by and by attempt a

: defcription). . From Norges ¢ ahother
R Nyon,  good town called Nyon the road continuea

the whole way on the borders of the Lake;
and on the other fide the road, as far as
the eye can reach, nothing appears but a
rich foil; all uader tilage, and. planted
with extenfive orchards of apples, pears,
cherry and walout trees, growing at not
more than fifteen yards diftance from each
other. Agriculture is certainly in a flate
of great perfe@ion in this part of Switzer~
land. Here are confrderable fields of buck
wheat and lucérne, as well as of various
other kinds of artifieial graffes.
- 'The Bwifs have a contrivance for {pread«
ing the alarm on the appearance of the
- enemy, which has a pretty and an odd
Beacons, €ffe& to the view they ate beacops, and
- are
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are placed on the fummits of their high
mountains. Fach confifts of nothing more
than a very tall withered pine, ftuck into
the ground with a bundle of ftraw and
faggots tied acrofs, and appears, when
viewed ‘at a diftance, like the belfry of a
‘ruined hermitage. On the fufpicion of an
approaching enemy, they fet fire to one of
thefe beacons, whichéver is the neareft;
the blaze is immediately perceived, and all
the heacons in the country are foon lighted.
Thus the neceflary alarm. for making war-
. like prgparation. is fpread from. one canton
ta the other. - | ,

After an hour’s drive on this fide of
Nyon, we entered:the Pais de Gex : arivulet
only feparates it from Switzerland. Scarcely
bad: wé paffed its borders, when our ears
were affaulted by the fqueeling ftreet voices

Paisde -

Gex.

of the Frenchwomen. The peafants of

both fexes:bear in their phyfiognomy in-

conteftable proofs of their origin, though

they have been tranfplanted here many
e years;

~
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years; brown, meagre," raggcd," half-
ftarved wretches, prancing and grinning
at one in their dirt, mifery, and fabots;
their houfes fcarcely covered in, windows
ftuffed with rags.—Lazinefs, fuperftition,
and defpotifm, with their baleful claws,
feem to have been the only cultivators of
this country.—What a difference between
this and the landfcape on the other fide
- the ftream ! their habitations clean and
commodious; themf{elves ftout, freth-com-
plexioned, healthy, and decently drefled
{no fabots); their beafts of burden large,
firong, -and well fed ; their implements of
agriculture ingenioufly conftru@ed, and
never lying idle; their churches neat,
fimplé, and well built, though quite plain.
But how different muft be the country
where liberty, blended with every patriotic
and focial virtue, {prings ﬁp fpontaneoufly
in every bofom, ‘to that ‘where religion
ferves only as a mafk to hide the hypocrify
of the ‘wily prieft; who, inftead of incul-
‘ cating




[ 5]
cating the laws of morality, 'and "encou-
raging induftry, whenever it ferves his in-
terefls, drags forth from his faintly cupboard
his holy puppet-thew, and unfurls the ban~
ners of his deceits * to his deluded flock;
who, beating their breafts, their eyes turned
up in extatic ftupidity, whilft their ears
are filled with the {welling yell of thefe
holy men, fancy they believe that the
heavens, propitious to their diftortions,
will beftow upon' them immediate rain or
funfhine, according to their with ?—But I
* fhould beg pardon for this digreffion, é.nd
return to the defcription of the Pais.de
'Gex, which is about three quarters of a
league in breadth, and three and a half in
length, in fhape like a tongue, ftretching
acrofs the country down to the Lake.—The
moment we entered it, we were attacked
by a harpy, commonly called a Commis of
-a Bureau, who extorted more duties upon

~ ® The flandards on which are painted faints of both
- fexes, &f¢, and which are borne.in proceflions,
i our
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. aur baggage for three quarters of a league,
than the tax for twenty-eight leagues had
amounted to:in Switzerland.—Our Commis
was fucceeded by a woman between: feventy
and eighty years old, who purfuing us, clat-
tering her wooden thoes, demanded a trifling
wll. The firk time I have feen rouge °
fince I quitted France was.on. the fhrivelled -
cheeks of this beldame.—As we were very
eurious to fee the port of Verfoix (the new
town) we fent our courier.to the command-
ant for permiflion for that purpofe, which
he very obligingly granted us, and fent
~ the commanding officer of the troops to
conduét us about. The commandant very
politely excufed himfelf from accompany- ‘
ing us, on-account of his being" ill, and -
confined to his room. His name is [——re:
he. inhabits a poer cottage, juft at the en-
‘rance of the bourg.. We alighted then
from our carriage, and walked about what
is to be the town of Verfoix, for there is
not a houfe begun yet. The firects,
o ' fquares,
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fquares, &c. are determined by tall ftakes
fixed in the ground, and have.all pompous
names. There are a few miferable hovels,
or rather roofs of planks, which almoft
touch the ground, and appear at a diftance
like tents. In thefe wretched habitations
on the cold and damp earth have the un-
happy foldiers (deftined to take up their
quarters here) endured the laft rude winter.
Paffing by one, I looked in, being curious to
difcover its contents. I believe it muft have
been the infirmary hovel; for I perceived
feveral fick wretches ftretched out upon pal-
liaffes, who feemed ready to expire, and
whom it had been more merciful to have
thot through the head, than to facrifice thus
by degrees to agues and dead palfies, for
the glory of Lewis the Beloved.

Our condu@or, after relating to us the
very great difficulties they had combated
during the laft winter, in particular that
the heavy fnows had prevented their re-
ceiving provifions from Savoy, and their
" Vor. L c Swifs
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Swifs neighbours had refufed tofell them any,
added, that the garrifon of B. (from which
they arc a detachment) obliged them (the
officers) to fubfcribe twelve livres a month
for the comedy there. This is fomething
fo highly ridiculous, and at the fame time
fo unjuft, that it is fcarce credible,

The Lake in this part is very rough,
and frequently fo dangerous in winter, from
the eddy winds caufed by the furrounding
mountains, that noge of their little veflels
cauld lie at anchor in fafety, if unprote@ed
by walls, which form a regular port (I be-
lieve ¥ forgot to tell you, that thereisa
very gaod port at Morges, though there is
none at Geneva), in fhape a quare of two
hundred yards, .or thereabout. Three fides
of this fquare are formed by a wall four
feet thick and twenty feet high, built out
into the Lake upon piles, with an entrance
left for veflels to come in.

" Having viewed this town and port iz
terrorem, we took leave of our polite
guide, withing him a {peedy order to re-
. ' turn
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turn to Old France *. M prophefies
this town will never be built; or, fuppofing
it thould, never inhabited . His reafons
are, that it is fituated in the mid® of im-
placable enemies, whole interefts and incli-
nations it muft ever be to diftrefs this new
eftablithment. Nor can trade be carried on
without a fund ; and though that was af-
forded them, ftill the Genevans, by mak-
ing the f{malleft accommodations for the
veflels trading upon the Lake, would render
utterly ufelefs and unavailing all that the
French can hereafter expend upon Verfoix
and its port. 'What benefit can they expe&
to reap from throwing away a great fum of
money, and harafling many more of their
already too opprefled military fubjeQs ?

As we drew near to Geneva, the country
became very cheerful, by offering toour view
a great number of {mall houfes and pretty

" * The troops row here are a detachment of about 300
from the Queen’s regiment, and 200 of the Royal artillery,

4 This prophefy has beea long fince fulfilled, as the up-
dertaking was totally abandoned immediately upon the D. of
Gheifzul's difgrace.

Cze gardeps
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gardens belonging to the citizens, who re-
tire to them in the fummer as frequently as
their bufinefs permits.—Our inn is very
good, as are our accommodations and provi-
fions; and the people civil. I think civility
1in innkeepers eflential to the health of tra-
vellers ; for how much are one’s nerves
and fpirits hutried,2nd one’s blood heated,
when, on arriving late perhaps at an inn in
France, you ate almoft morally certain of
receiving an infolent reply to any queftion,
-though the moft reafonable, and necefary, -
that a traveller can afk ? |
I think the trout produced by this Lake
inferior to the common Englifth trout. The
‘viGuals here are drefled in the fathion of
Geneva, or rather in the old Englifh ftyle,
boiled and roafled, with puddings of va-
rious forts, codling-pies, &c. The Gene-
vins and Swifs boaft a refemblance in
their manner of living to the tables of Eng-
land. © They are total ftrangers to the
luxuries of our modern repafts—As to
what you have heard in regard to their
‘ eating
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eating cats, if there is any truth in that
report, it is not at Geneva that it is prac-
tifed, but in the more remote and uncivi-
lized parts of Switzerland.

Here I am interrupted by a great noife,
proceeding from the jollity of fome young
men of Geneva, who, Divine fervice being
over, are come to pafs their Sunday’s even-
ing in various amufements in the garden
of theinn, Some play at nine-pins, others
at wingt et une; others eat and drink in
the arbours, and chaunt the old French
pfalm-tunes to profane words, che fono
un poco troppo allegro.—1I thought the Ge-
nevans had been a grave plodding people.
I own T had formed that idea of them
from thefe lines of Voltaire, which I had
been lately reading :

- Au pied d’un mont * que les temps ont pelé,
- 8ur le rivage ou roulant fa belle onde

Le Rhone échape i fa prifon profonde
- Et court au loin par la fone appell¢;

% La Montagne de Salive, partie des Alpes.'
C 3 On
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On voit briller 1a Cité Genvoife,
Noble cité, riche, * fier, et fournoife ;
On y calcule et jamais on ny, rit,
L’art de baréme eft le feul qui fleurit +;
On hait le bal, on hait la comedie.
Du grand Rameau I’'on ignore les airs
Pour tout plaifir Geneve pfalmodie
DPu bon David les antique concerts,
Croyant que Dieu fe plait aux mauvais vers:
Des prcdican'ts Ia morne et dure efpece
Sur tous les fronts i gravé la triftefle, &c. 1.

We can form no judgment of the- juftice
or injuftice of thefe lines, knowing fo little
of the people they characterize.

As to the company below, the maid of
the houfe eyes them with terror, calling

® Les feuls citoyens de Geneve ont quatre millions cing
cent mille livre de rente fur la France en divers efféts. 11
n’y a point de ville en Europe qui dans fon territoire ait
autant de jolies maifons de campagne proportion gardée,
1l y & cinquante fourneaux dans Geneve, ou I'on fond ’or
et Pargent. On y poufloit autrefois des argumens. theo-
logique.

"1+ Auteur des Comptes Faits.

1 Ces vers font digne de la mufique.on y chante les
commandements de Dieu fur Vair reveilles wous belle ex-
durmie. .

them

’
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them lLbertins, and mauvais fujéts. She
certainly means what we call Bucks, and
of thefe, I think there muft be a certain
proportion to every town. At length /s
Feuneffe Genevois have taken their leave,
for at a certain hour Geneva's gates are
clofed, and are impenetrable to any per-
fon whomfoever until the morning.

To my great difappointment, I am juft
now informed that the letters I expe&ed to
receive here from you are forwarded to
Turin; travellers muft learn patience.

A cold I have caught, adds to my cha-
grin, as it deprives me of going to Ferney *,
whither M— went this morning, and from

_ whence he is juft returned, highly fatisfied

with his reception, for Voltaire was in a good

bumour : I’ Alembert and the Marquis d’Ar-.

gens were juft arrived by appointment to
flay a few days, the former from Paris,
the latter from Berlin. You may imagine
the. converfation was not languid when

" ® The feat of M. de Volaire, about three Englith miles
diftant from Genevay

C4 - kept
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kept up by fuch men. Ihave been teafing
M— torelate to me every word they utter-
c;d; what he recolle&s of the converfation
pleafes me fo much, that I wifh him to
commit it to paper for your amufement,
and he has.promifed me he will do it -the
- very firft moment he can command. .He
fays, Ferney is a charming place, that Vol--
taire lives inagniﬁcenﬂy—.-—-His niece, who is
~a very well bred agreeable woman, manages
his houfhold affairs;—and that the gardens
are well kept, and neat, which I wonder
at, the mafter being a Frenchman,

We fhall continue our journey the day
after to-morrow. I am going to fend this
letter to the poft.—Don’t be furprifed at
not hearing from me till after our arris
val at Turin; not that I fhall negle&t writ-
ing ; but, it is poffible I may not be lucky
enough to find an opportunity of fend-
ing a letter from any part of Savoy. I
have not forgot that you was defirous [
fhould be very particular in my account of
that country : whatfoever I meet with which
: | appears
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appears to me to be remarkable, or extraor-
dinary, or that has not been noticed by
Richard, Lalande, or Keyfler, &e. you may
depend upon it, fhall not efcape me; though
I fhould imagine thofe authors have not
omitted any thing of confequence, nor have
I the vanity to put my letters in competition
with their travels,—They made this jour-
ney with a view to writing and publifhing
their obfervations for the berefit of travel-
lers, and the information of the curious ; but
we who travel merely for our amufement,
and T who write for yours only, if my let-
ters thould prove fufficiently entertaining
to chafe away une partie de vos ennuies, (for
I know no expreflion in Englith for that
univerfal complaint, although no nation is
more tormented with the diforder than the
Englifh) fhall think my end will be anfwer-
ed, and your approbation will be more
grateful to me, than the applaufe of all the
learned do&ors of the Sorbonne. 1 remain,
as ever, moft affeGtionately yours, &c.
LET-
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LETTER I

September 25th, 1770.

Geneva, W E quitted the neighbourhood of Ge-

Frian-
gean.

neva to-day at noon. Do net expe&
from me a defcription of this famous city
and republic; I am neither qualified nos
inclined to defcant upon the merits of theic
form of government, laws, &c,~ner is
the town at all to my tafte; I mean
its ftreets, architeGture, &c. It is very
dirty, and I fhould imagine trade flourithes
prodigioufly by the number of carts and

_drays with which the fireets are crowded.

Our hoft was not unreafonable, and we
parted without any difpute. I write this
from a little village called Friangean, fi-
tuated in a bottom, furrounded by high
mountains. Our inn has a dangerous ap-
pearance, but that is all ; for the poor peo~
ple do every thing in their power to oblige
us.. They have dreffed an elegant little

fuppes,
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fupper, confifting of a fige young turkey, &
_tongue @ /a dawbe, two fallads, one of an~
chovy, the other of lettice ; a deffer? com~
pofed of cheefe, bifcuits, Mafpinerie, al-
monds in fhell, butter churned fimce our
arrival, and very good wine both white and
red. Is not this a fumptuous repaft for
fuch a favage place? And what do yow
think they charge us, including our courier #
Only five livres,. five fols, French. Idare
fay you thought Savoy afforded nothing
but acorns and goat’s whey.—From Geneva
to this place, our road has not been abfolutely
bad,—though we have had fome rough fteps.
The mountains, according to their dif-
ferent afpe@s, i)mduce vines in abun-

dance, corn, buck-wheat, and various kinds

of pulfe. —The Arve winds along the
valley, its waters are clear, and foaming in
their courfe break over feveral large ftones
and rocks which have tumbled into it from
the mountains on each fide.—Do not ima-
gine that we poft it here ; there is no go-

- mg

(
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ing faft in fuch roads; fo we have hired
an excellent Geneva carriage, with four
ftout fleek republican horfes, and a careful
coachman, who boafts with J. J. Roufleau
of being a citizen of Geneva ; he appears
en bon point, is rich, and communicative,—
" has talked to us much about Lord —, who
has been admitted, to his great fatisfation,
a citizen of Geneva. Good night. To-
morrow we fet out early to gain Cham-
“herry, :

 LET-
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LETTER IV.

Chamberry, Sept. 26,

W E have pafled feveral frightful bridges
to-day ; for by the winding of the

road, caufed by the mountains,oneis obliged
to pafs the Arve continually. At Rumelie
(a wretched old town) there is a dangerous
bridge at prefent, and an afcent from it to
the inn, by no means pleafant on account
of its abrupt fteepnefs.. But, it feems, they
propofe foon to build a very good bridge
here. The inn belongs to the marquis de
T—n, a Seigneur of Turin : as it had been
the family chateau, 1 ran through the
apartments, which are paved, and now

wafte.and wild ; at length I came to a great .

faloon, which had no other ornament, or
furniture, than the family arms bla-
zoned; not even one grim anceftor in
armour to grace the naked walls :—But I
fuppofe the family piGtures are conveyed

to

Rumelig.
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to Turin. As foon as we poflibly could
we took leave of Rumelie. I believe no
place in the world, of its fize, contains
more beggars ; but I fufpe& them to be
the inhabitants of the town, who demand
alms in the moft importunate and lamorous
manner. o

From thence we came to Aix, where we
employed about an hour in examining its
fprings and baths. The road is good from
Rumelie to Aix, and from thence to Cham«
berry. Cultivation is not negleced ; on the

 other fide of Aix the mountains are labour-

ed until their extreme acclivity mocks the

- peafant’s toil. Their cora is flill very

green, their hay now making ; having a
bad profpe@ of grapes this year, they have
negle@ed their vines, whofe branches trail

in diforder along the ground.—From Aix

hither, there is no mountain to afcend or
defcend ; fertile plains open themfelves out
on each fide of the road to a great extent,
whofe boundaries are mountains covered

with
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with fnow. Abundance of ftandard fruit-
trees, forming confiderable orchards, and
bending under their loads of fruit, the
cora growing between them in many
places, firike the mind with ideas of plenty,
widely differing from thofe 1 had formed
of Savoy. But it feems this landfcape is
to have its contraft—At Aix we made
every inquiry, our time would permit of,
in regard to ‘the medicinal qualities of
the waters. Two of the fprings burft
out of a rock on the fide of a fleep moun-
tain, which rock is arched over like a-
grotto. The upper bath, fupplied by one
of thefe fprings, has a firong fulphureous
fmell and tafte, The fpring flows out of
a leaden pipe inferted in the rock, in a
fiream which meafures abgut two inches
and a half diameter: it is fo exceffively
bot, that I could not fuffer it to fall upon
my hand for a quarter of a minute.
M—;— held his hand repeatedly under it,
till at laft it fwelled, looked very red, and

3 itched.
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itched. Our guide told us, that 2 Geneva
gentleman, who had but juft left the town,
and who was fo paralytic at his arrival as
to occafion his being helped out of his car-
riage by five men, in fix weeks after he
had ufed the baths and drank the wa-
ters, mounted into his coach withont affift-
ance, and is returned in perfe@ hLealth to
Geneva. Lepers bathe here, and, we are
told, fome have been cured. The fecond
fpring brings down with it a kind of ftuff
or pafte in flakes, in colour and confiftencé
not unlike white of egg a little hardened ;
which flames and burns when applied to a
lighted candle.  Curiofity led me to tafte the
water, of which having drank offaglafs with
feveral flakes in it; I was almoft inftantane-
oully feized with a ficknefs in the fltomach.
It is ufed in confumpﬁons, and all diforders
of the breaft. T folded upin a paper fome
of the moft condenfed flakes, which ftuck
about the f{pring, and put them in my
pocket-book to dry ; but, an hour or two
after,
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after, there was not the fmalleft veﬁige'qf '
them to be feen ; nothing remained but-an’
exceeding bad fmell.” ‘However, they had

covered a knife and' {ciffors, which were
near them in.my pocket-book,- with ruft.
The ftones, which receive the {pray of this
fpring, are covered with- a green coat re-

fembling vitriol ; and -in :the crevices, -
where the flakes are collected together,’

they have acquired a fubftance as firm as
glaziers’ putty. This is applied to corns
as an infallible remedy. No doubt, it may

be.endued with many fuperior virtues ; but’

its medicinal qualities have never been

properly inveftigated. On one fide of the:

place, whence the fecond fpring ﬂows,' is

a hole in the rock, through which a per-
don may creep. While we were trying to"
explore the courfe of this cavity, an old’

woman appeared with a lighted' candle,
in order to penetrate through this open-
ing into a fubterraneous paffage, which
the did with much eafe. - She had been
"Vor. L. D - fent
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feat by a phyfician to gather a quantity
of the fubflanee and ingruftation mentioned
above; but having advanced about nine
yards, the great heat and fteam obliged her
to make her retreat as faft as poffible. Pro~
bably this paffage leads to other-baths with-
in the monntain, of Roman conflrucion
fgr, no douht, the Romana were acqua.i’.ntedv
np,r qny zept,lle, as you may imagine, cam-
exift in or pear thefe fprings,—The third
fountain fupplies a bath of about twenty=.
two feet in diameter, of an irrégulau: fhape:.
it was built by Madame Royale. The wates.
of this is green, and fo tranfparent, as to
difeover the fource bubbling up through the’
gravel at the bottom : it is not {o hot as the-
two {prings before mentioned.—~About two.
hundred yards higher upis another fountainy,
milk-warm only, and has fcarcely any tafte;

(it is called the refrefhing fpring. Our guide.
- affured ug, it has the extraordinary quality:
of mﬂmmg in.a few. hours to their originak

frefhnels
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?reﬁlﬁefs all forts of herbs and vegetables,

though dried and withered. We had

no time to make any experiments our<

felves, nor further inquiry into the quali- -

ties of thefe waters : it is to be withed that
fome good natural philofopher of England
was to refide here for fome time, and to ana-
Iyfe them properly. I am fure the world
would profit by his difcoveries.~—There are
no lodging-houfes; nor any particular con-
veniencies for the fick. The innis hot bad ¢
thiofe who eome to Aix for their health are
obliged to refide in it: its largeft apart-
tent i occupied at prefent by the Duke
and Dutchefs d¢ Gramoni. The S—s
pafted the laft fuminer or part of it there.
We intend ftaying here to-motrow t6
teft ourfelves, This town is built like
many of our old Englifh country-towns,
but inferior to moft of them. Though,
as I faid above, the beft apartment in the
inn is occupied, yet we are not il lodged :
the houfe is cleas, and we ate well ferved
&t three livres a head. 3 .
D2 LETa

Chamas
berry:



Church.

Cattle.
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LETTER V.

Chachn-y, Sept. 27. at Night. -

WVE have been walking about the towr
all the morning. Here are no anti+
quities to be feen, nor any thing curious:
Abbé Richard, vol. i. p. 8. has faid moré in
favour of the archite@ure of the Church,
than we thirk it deferves. They thew with'
great veneration a little chapel, in which
the Sainte Suaire was® formerly depofited's

‘now removed to Turin. Upon the wall

hangs a long lift of relics, confifting of
above fixty different articles; fuch as St.
John’s reed, that was fhaken by the wind

. in the defart ; two nails of the holy crofs;

morfels of fome of the apoftles’ garments,
But, u'nfortunately for the devots at Cham-
berry, all thefe pregious commodities have
been removed to Turin, and the lift only re-
mains,—The old caftle was impregnable in
bow and arrow time, .but is now ¢om-

manded
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manded on every fide.. Two thoufand
people.were lodged in this caftle in 1736
or 1737, at the marriage of the prefent
King of Sardinia with Madame of Lorrain.
—The palace is in ruins. There are a few
fmall piGures in the church of the Ja-
cobins, which are tolerably well executed.
The public walk admired by Lalande does
not anfwer his defcription. There are fe-
veral fountains well fupplied with excellent
water. - The houfes make a beggarly ap-
pearance on the outfide particularly, as the
windows are of paper, and are frequently
torn. As we were ftrolling about, we were
accofted by a Jacobin monk, who informed
us, that there arein this town fifteen religi-
ous houfes, male and female communauté’s,
befides one convent of Jefuits; who, though
confifting of no more than fourteen or fifteen
in number, have a yearly revenue of thirty

“thoufand livres (Piedmontefe). He added,

~ that, to his knowledge, they had many
goncealed ‘refources, but that they con-

Convents.
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duced themfelves and their affairs with the
utmoft . fecrecy and circumfpetion, not
- chufing to converfe or aflociate with any
of the other religious orders, This man
complained much of the rife and dearnefs
of provifions. The meafure of ¢orn, which
fold for four livres in 1767, cannot now be
purchafed under nine ; and every other ar-
ticle of the neceflaries of life have gradually
tifen, to the double of their former prices,
—France ufed to fupply Savoy with a cone
fiderable quantit; of corn; but as thig
traffick is now prohibited, they fear a
fcarcity will enfue. They have fome re-
fource in their buck-wheat, which proq
duces two crops later than eyery other, fort
of grain. |

 There are feveral families of naobleffé
gltablithed here; and during the ca.rniﬁ.;al.
they have a comedie and matfked balls. The
jadicﬁ; of Chamberry wear no rouge, ez~
gepting one old Marquife, who, 1 fuppofe,
is & Frenghwoman.—Our hoft boals much

of -
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of a certain fith called Zzvaret, for which
this fiver is famous; but hé has not yet
been able to procure us one of thefe deli-
cacies. |

. I fhall conclude this letter with an anec-
dote of a cobler’s family of this town.—
About a quarter of a league from the
town, a fine chateau, juft built, attracted
our nofice. The mafter of which goes by the
name of Faques Mar (for he has na title) :

Cobler’s
family.

he is the fon of a cobler. When he was a -

child he quitted his country,. and travelled
into Spain (in as humble a manner as
many of his comrades who thrive on Pout-
Neuf). Being atrived at Madrid, he had

the good fortuné to recommend himfelf as '

& marnyton in the Queen’s kitchen. In
procefs of time, he was promoted to be
Chef de Cusfine 5 and at length, fortune
puthing him on, he became Entreprenneur
. Ae Cutfine 3 in which capacity he had a fixed
monthly allowance to provide viGualling for
all the houfebold. Mean tirixc, a brother of

Dy Fagues
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faques Mar’s, who had fought his for~
tunes in England, (having quitted Cham~
berry about the fame time) died in London,
where he had realized ten thoufand livres
a-year, and left all-to his brother. Famg
does not give fo aceurate an account of the
rife and progrels of this Mar, as of Yaques.
- All T could learn is, that he ferved a Lon-
don merchant (during his youth) who
traded on the feas, and that at length he be-
came confiderable, and trafficked alfo on his
own bottom.—The Entreprenncur, Jaques
Mar, planned and built the before-men-
tioned chatecau, to which he is retired with a
yearly income of about forty thoufand li-
vres *. He is not above forty-five years old.
He is at prefent a widower, his wife being
lately dead : who has left him two or three
children. His coufin-german continues
the family-{tall, furnifhing to the necefli-
ties of the foles and heels of his neigh-
bours, with as much humility as if there .
was no chateau in the family.
* Near 2000/, Englifh money.

Adiey,
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Adieu. The poft paffes through here
to-morrow morning, which will bring you
this letter; uninterefting as it is, you will
be glad to hear we have reached thus ‘far,
“free from accident, and accompanied by
fine weather.

I am, as ever, moft affeCtionately, yours,

érc.

LETTER VL

Sept. 29th, 1770,
ERE we are at Aiguebelle, and here are
we to fleep. We quitted Chamberry
~ this morning, and had pucpofed leaving
that town yefterday, but were obliged to
poftpone our departure, not having been

gble to procure what is called, a good chalfe |

and horfes, to convey us to Turin, unnl
this morning : when a wosturin prefented
himfelf with his horfes and chaife for our

fpprobatlon. It feems sve were particu-
larly
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larly lucky, for this woiturin is fuppofed
~ to have ore of the beft chaifes and the beft
hosfes at GChamberry ;—but after thofe of
England, or even of France, it i§ no
eafy, matter to reconcile one’s felf to 3
machine, which feems conftruéied for thé
" purpofe of overturning. Itis fo extremely -
_ high and narrow, that it totters on plain
ground ; it has but two wheels; the fhafts
are tied over the back of the horfe, the twa
extremities lraving been forced as near to
each other as cords can brace them. The
confequence of thefe fhafts being raifed up
~ fohigh is, that the body of the chaife: leany
back; fo judge of the eafy fituation of
thofe who are thus conveyed: Nothing
Yike a fprig to mitigate one’s fufferings §
bat jolt upon jolé—now, by the unevennefs
of the road; lofing the equilibrivm. oni one
fide; till by a fudden rif¢ ene trembles for
fear of being turned topfy-tugvy on the
other. Fhe horfe the poftilion. rides, is tied
o with ropes to-the: fide of the chaife, the

, |  fhafts
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thafts occupying the whole breadth, By
the frequent breaking of thefe ropes, the
chaife muft as frequently flopto tie them up
again. For this machine and three horfes,
including one for our couricr, we are to pay
fix louis and an half; and the voityra ia
to convey our baggage and his chaile and
horfes over the mountain 1 ; (I certainly need
not tell you, there is no putting more than
a pair of herfes to a carriage in thefe
roads.)—¥rom Chamberry to Montmelian
the road is narrow, but not dangerous; and
the country fertile. The town and citadel of
Montmelian (which latter is now in ruins)
are fituated upon a high and very flecp
wountain, on the fides of which the vine
8 cuktivated whick yields that wine fg
- much efteemed, and fo frequently menw
tioned. by the Italian woyage writers ¥,
The inn is not in the town, it is half a

1 Mount Cennis,

® It is remaritable, that thefe vines have ﬁarce any earth

to grow out of, I do not believe.that 12 cart loads could be
colleted from 15 acres of moyntain on the wefterm fide of

" Momtmeliao,
leagqg

Montmes
lian, in

Savoy.
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league ‘on ‘this fide; it was formerly a-
nobleman’s chatean. - But poor and humble
muft have been the times, when noblemen
occupied fuch houfes. -An Englifh farmer
would not be thought unreafonable, were
he loudly to complain of his landlord for
having deftined him fuch an habitation on’

‘his eftate.
~ There is fo fteep an afcent from the inn,
that we walked it up, Having gained the
top, the country we had left behind ap-
peared very charming ; the river [fere
wathing the feet of the mountains, which’
from the bottom to the town of Montme-
melian are entirely covered with vines.
The town is crowned by the citadel, which
is fufficiently in ruins to be a fine obje& of
view. Higher again, and on all fides, rife
up mountains, fome quite bare and barren,
others clothed with wood; and great beds of
fnow in the clefts of rocks, form a ftrong
contraft with' the green pines. From
Montmelian to Aiguebelle, after having
pafled
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paffed thé mountain abovesmentioned, the
road lies.in a very narrow:valley, which
winds inceflantly ; there. is.'no foom in
many places, but for the road and the ri-
ver, the mountains on each fide approach fo
near to each bther. The FQQrfc of the river
is frequently turned by the flones that have
fallen into it, and the road is.in many places
rendered difficult by vaft fragments of
rock that have rolled down from the ad-
jacent mountains. Within a league or
two of Aiguebelle the profpe& opens, the
country is well cultivated and pe’opied, and
feveral villages appear on both fides, half
hid in trees; the fpires of their church-
es, covered all over with tin, gliften
amidft the forefts of firs. * Several ruined
towers, moftly of a fquare form, crowning
the brows of the mountains, feem placed
there on purpofe for the view. 3
Aiguebelle lies in a bottom clofcly furo
rounded by mountains, whofe tops are go-
vered with eternal fnows, which the pea-
6 fants
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fants firmly believe Bave never melted fince
the firft fnow that fell after the creation of
the world. ‘This is but a poor fraggling
fort of village. The water here is delic
cious ; it is clear, light, and fparkies in the
glafs like Champaign. ~The inhabitznts
pretend, this village has acquired its namié
from the quality of the fine fountain that
rins through it. The inn is tolerable;
there are a few Sardinian cavalry quartércd
here. A female, who btlonged to thd
troop, parttcularly attracfed my attenﬂort;
ihewas drefled in the regimental uniform; 4
man’s coat of blu cloth, faced with featlet;
~ and filver buttons; the fkirts very long; 4
petticoat, buttoned before and behind, -6f
the fame materials ; a fmall koop under it:
On her head, a brown peruks, T think it i
called a Rumilie,” with a queas reaching
down almoft to her heels. In perfon; ex-
© tremely tall j Rer face long and- pdle, her
nofe aquilirie; and to crown the whole,. axt
excecding: fierce cacked lacedi hat, Mew—sia
is
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is gone 10 fee the remains of the village of Vlllageof

Randan, which was deftroyed a few years Raodan.

fince in a wopderful manner; the Curé

~ of the parith is gooe with him, if the

aecoount: he brings mc proves in any de-

gree curious, I fhall certainly retail it to

Xou, .

M —— is retyrned, and | fhrewd]y (uf-

pec by his accounts, that neither Richard

nor Lalande ever gave themfelves the trou=

ble to explore in perfon the devaflation that

a falling mountain canfed, by its defcens

on the village of Randan: an event whicks

happened.on the 12th of Jane 1750. Cons

tinued beavy rains for feveral days, fuc-

ceeded by a warm fun-fhine, diffolving the

vaft heaps of fnow which lay on the moun-

tain$ cortiguous to the vi]lage; caufed fuch

an inundation, as brought downon a fudden

vaft fragments of the foil and prodigious

rocks, in fuch an abundance as entirely to

covér up the village, which confifted of thir»

ty-fix houfes, the chateay, gardens, and

Rables of the Seignmeur, and the parifh }
' church ;
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chiurch; excepting about 16 feet Gf it¥
fteeple, which fill appears above the furface:
_'The winidows of the belfry are above eleven
Feet from the ground ; not eveﬁ with it, a§
Lalande afferts * ; nor is thete any poflibi-
lity of entermg them without a ladders
The peafants have cleared about feven feet
of the arch of the vault of this church ; but
it was too difficult an tindertaking to cori=
tinue. '_fh’e fpace covered over is about 150
acres, including the village and adjoining:
fields. The'g'round'fs faifed above its for-
mer level 36 feet in the hlgheﬁ part, floping
down to the river. Old trees are buried up
to their heads, ﬁve orfix feet of their topmoft
branches only appearing above the ground,
Stupendous rocks lie difperféd on all fides ;
fome meafure from eleven to thlrteen feet
one way, by feven to eleven the other thig
unequal fuperficies is covered over betweeni
the rocks with bruth- wood, the ﬁbres or
feeds of which have come down in the'
fragments of the mountain. The torrent

- e Vol i, page 8.-
o of’
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of melted fnow which forced its way down,
formed two catara&s, overturning in its
courfe houfes, trees, and rocks : the chan-
nels they have left are 16 feet deep and 30
broad. As Lalande and Richard have faid

very little about the cataftrophe which'

befel this village and its- environs in one
day, I thought it worth while to defcribe
its prefent ftation.

Having nothing more curious to add,' I
conclude, &c.

LETTER VI

Sept. 30, 1770,‘ at Night,
HERE, at St. Michael, another deferted
~ chateau, are we to pafs the night;
but the accommodations are fo wretched
that they have banithed fleep from my
eyes: the hardnefs and dirt of the bed
does not invite me to reft. One would
think old Keyfler had been doating, when
he fays, * there is very good accommoda-~
Vou. L E tion

St. Mi.

. chael,
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tion in a fpaciqug inn at 5t, Michagl,” &re.
Spacious it is indecd, bt naked walls, and
ill-paved floors ;, afew broken chyirs, apd
firaw beds ;- thofe without cyrtaing being,
betier in fome refpes, by heing lefs fordids.
a Jarder affording. go. qther. provifion than -
flinking oil ;. four, and almof black bread ;-
and trout marinated after they flunk. . By,
what charmed poor Keyller, wag certaigg'
mgortl fentences wrote over the doars; who
inveighs with great ill- humour againft
the fallies of fancy, commonly wrote by
young people upon window-panes. It had
been a difficult matter to have found any

here o haxe wrote upon.—Our hoftefs
madg us fom.c rcproachcs for chufing o fup
e In our own rogm, (al.thpugh 1t wag more for
her tntereﬁ s we pay conﬁderably deare;)r,
mtlmatmg 1t would be better 1ﬁ we would
eat at table dbote ; for there was a great,
dggl of compapy You cannot imagine
how much all our hofts have worried.
us to eat at their table; but I need. not-

tel
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téll you, we had rather eat a cruft of brcad
in the ftable with thé horfes than fit down
with all forts of people that one do not
know: they may be * the beft fort of
péople in the world.” However, the laft
words of the hoftefs made me curious to
knaw who the company might be: it
confifted of a Seigneur of Milan, an 4bb¢
of Florence, a finger from Venice, three

Lyons traders, and a woman, wife to one -

-of them, : :

- Our road to-day has béen worfe: than
any we have yet experienced. -From Aigue-
belle to St. Jéan de Maurienne is one con-
tinued afeent and defcent. We have paffed
feveral dangerous ‘bridges, compofed of

. nothing' but fir-trées thrown acrofs ; very’
uncertain and weak, the river running
under with great rapidity. About three
weeks fince, one of thefe bridges failed, as’
the Lyons diligence was paffing it. None
of the paffengers perifhed; but the bag-
gage, to the amount of forty thoufand

E 2 livres,

St. Jean
de M au-
rienne.
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livres, was loft, and all the horfes drowned,
before they could be difentangled from
their harnefs. Some of the ftone bridges
I think very near as terrifying as thofe of
wood ; one in particular near St. Jean de
Maurienne, which is more like a fharp
ridge of a houfe than a bridge ; and fo nar-
row, the wall on each fide being alfo ex-
tremely low, that were the horfes to take
fright, one muft infallibly be overturned
into the river.—I forgot to méntion, that
we dined at Ja Chambre, a moft wretched
place, and a vei'y bad inn : it is about mid-
way between Aiguebelle and St. Jean de
Maurienne. ‘This latter is a pretty, clean-
looking little town. Lalande makes men-
tion of this place, as being the fortrefs by
which Hannibal marched into Italy, ao-

* cording to fome writers ; but as authors,

you know, often differ, others will have it
(and this he fays is the common opinion)
that he croffed over the mountain St. Ber-
nard. He (Lalande) gives a long quotation

from
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from the Memoirs du Marechal de Vielle-
wille, defcribing a kind of mafque given by
the inhabitants of this town to Henry the
Second of France, in 1548. See tom. i.
p- 15.

Having already attempted to give you
an idea of the bridges in Savoy, which, as
you fee, are not too much to be depended
upon (though the prefent time of the year is
efteemed the beft and fafeft feafon for this
journey), there is another kind of accident
to which thofe .who travel this road are
fubje&, that of being cruthed to death by
ponderous rocks, many of which {eem fufe
pended by one corner only, and jutting
out, hang over the road, threatening de-
ftru&ion every moment. The foil about
them is a loofe grey fand, and feems
ftrongly incorporated with lead ore. Many
of thefe rocks have already fallen down
into the road, others into the river: thofe’
which by their fall bad quite ftopped up
she road, have been blown up by the pea-

E 3 fants,
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{ants, for as to leave fufficient room for a
carriage to pafs. Several of thefe fallen
rocks are nearly cubical, and as large as
fmall cottages. : A.rock, in particular,
which appeared to be one entire flone,
that had rolled to one fide,.in form and
' fize refembled a fmall patith-church. The
great ftones which have fallen into the river,
by flopping its courfe, have caufed moft
rapid cafcades, whofe white foam.dafhing
from rock to rock, is beautifully contrafted
with the greennefs of the ftream.—This
road is particularly dangerous in the {pring, -
when the. rocks are fubje& to fall, from
‘the wcnght of the fnow that lies upoq
them. . :

- Further on, and nearer. to St. Mlchacl,
thereis a variety in this montainous profpe&
that is more than romantic. Some of the
mountains are cleft and torn afunder, as if'
by earthquakes, a dreadful darknefs con-
cealing the inmoft recefles of thefe caverns.’
Pown the fides of others, prodigious. ca-

2 . taralts
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ﬁra‘&é HaVé, i Wieit fafl,: rooted up great !
ﬁr—treés, “dbd thiown then\ acrofs each
‘other  forkd 4ré dcually growing ‘with
‘théir ﬁéfd§ do\‘ﬁfva‘vards, great fragments
of x‘o&é’ aﬁd ﬁor& gr'o'ﬁnff out of which
t'ﬁey grow, havmg geen pa‘l‘ﬂy broken oﬁf
And twiffed Toand out of thelr places by
ffxe "fapid’ defcént of thefe torrents of melt- ‘
eﬂ friow. Near g, Michaei there are moun—
‘tams whofe’ ﬁ(fes admit of cultlvatxon, the
arthi f)emg fhpported by little low w ns,
tifing oné abové the ot'her, tnn mtercepted
%)y thé fnow.’ Vmes, and' al’ forts of gram,
flourith luxunantly on the ﬁmny fide. The
earth is brought up in ba{kets faﬁened to
thc backs ofJ women and chxldrcn, the
Mountain bemg too ﬁeep f‘or an aTs or mulc
to afcend.—T could not percelve any petri-
faQions or foffils along this road, though
" :I'kept a careful look-oot; and as our car-
riage went {low, I think I fhould have dif-
covered them, had there been any.

Ege We
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We paffed by a caftle. fituated upon the
top of a very high rock: it is called Mio-
lans, and ferves as a ftate-prifon.. The
King of Sardinia fends hither thofe who
have committed any capital crimes of fiate.
Many years ago there was a dreadful in-
firument of death made ufe of here for the
prifoners condemned to die; it- was called
la fupplice des razoirs. A cafcade, which
falls near the caftle, turned a mill-wheel,
which was fet round with razors: the
wretch who was to fuffer, being faftened
under this wheel, was foon cut into 2
thoufand pieces.

Adieu. I do not know when an oppor-
tunity will offer to fend you this and the
foregoing letter, not having met with any
poft fince we left Chamberry.

I am, yburs, &e. '

LET-
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., LETTER VIL

Tuﬁn, o&. 3d.
J Fear you have been uneafy at not hear-
ing from us fooner. You will, together
with this letter, receive thofe I wrote you
from Aiguebelle and St. Michael, not hav-
ing had it in my power to fend them to
you fooner.

In the firft place, and not to keep you in
{ufpenfe, I have the pleafure to acquaint
you, that we pafled the Mont Cennis on the
fineft. diy imaginable, and are fafely ar-
rived without having met with the leaft
accident, and are well lodged in the houfe
of the Countefs d’Or—b—ns at Turin.
Now you are perfe@ly fatisfied that we
have not broke our necks down the preci-
pices .of Mont Cennis, I fhall proceed to tell
you, that the reft of our road from St.
Michael to Lanebourg by no means im-
proved upon us. After having afcended a

very
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§t. Andre. very fteep mountain, called St Andre, with

Bois de
Bramant,

a tremendous prCClplce on one fide, we
paffed through the Bois de Bramant This
foreft grows on the fide of a very high
mountain j the road is practifed through i,
and is what the poft-boys in: Somerfetfhire

. call_fidelmg and bad’; and-from the road

to the rivet, the precipice is frightfuly the
height being fo confiderable that the ‘rivet
appears no broader than a narrow rivuley,
and the precipice down to it is nearédr a
true perpendicular than any I have yet feen;

Vlllage of We dined at a village called Modane’; heré

Modan

we faw feveral forts of .game, with whick
the foreft. abounds: many of thefe birds
are dew to nte. I was furprifed to fee
partridges whefe feathers' become. quite
white in winter ; their breafts and part.of

-their wirgs: are' already whité; and:phea~

fants, whafe feathers are black and flefh very
brown. . The- Cog- de Bruyere, Geknottesy
and' many: other birds-not cominon in Eng~

' . , 'lmd’,
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land, are in great abundance here; the
peafants knock them down with fticks.
. Frem Modane to Lanebourg the road is
never level ; part of it, up an exceeding
high mountain, is fo zig-zag, that it looks
at a little diftance, before one js quite clofe

to it, like the lacings of an old-fathioned

ftomacher. The tharp turnings of this

road convinced me, of the neceffity of a
\

Lane-
bourg,

two-wheeled carriage ; for four wheels (un-

lefs. with a crane-neck) muft be very diffi-
cult to condu¢t along with fafety.

Near Modane, a little on one fide of the
road, is a moft beautiful fall of water,
which defcends perpendicularly from a pro-

digious. height. We lay at Lanebourg:

Its fituation is very furprifing, the moun-
tains, cafcades, and great rocks, are fo af~
fembled together; that the appearance of
the village is as if by fome vaft concuffior
a number of entire cottages had beem
thrown amongft thefe mountains, and had

in their fall refted fome on the tops of
rqcks,
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rocks, others on the fides, fo as juft to find
an equilibrium fufficient to keep them from
tumbling into the torrents of water that
roar on all fides. We had the honour to
occupy the royal apartment in the inn ; for
his Sardinian Majefty has lain here two or
three times, and whatfoever of royal, that
go through Lanebourg, are always lodged
in this room: though the walls are literally
bare, and the curtains of the bed of very
coarfe woollen cloth, the windows paper,

~and the floor very ill paved; yet this room

is not looked upon -in a defpicable light.
While we were eating a very bad fupper,
compofed of liver and brains, (to what ani-
mal they had belonged, I do not pretend
to decide) the Syndic of the Porters came
in, to judge how many of the latter we
thould hawve occafion for. Four were af-
figned for me, and fix for M——, The
fettled price is fifty Piedmontefe fols each.
You may imagine we gave them fome.
thing over, One of the porters addreffed
s us
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us in Englith; he is well known to all our
country-men that travel this road. Hig
name is Martin, he has been a fervant; lived
feven years with the Archbifhop of in
Ireland, and has travelled through Italy with
feveral Englith mafters. Though he pro-
fefles to love England, and feems very glad
to fee Englith people; yet he is retired to
his native mountains, to pafs the reft of his

days, preferring thefe barren rocks, and al-
moft perpetual fnows, to any other country
he has feen. Surely the old ftory of the
maladie du pais has fome foundation in
truth, by the Savoyards and Swifs con-
flantly returning to. their own country.
With his favings, he has purchafed an
eftate of 36 /. a-year ; which provides him
with not only the neceflaries of life, but
raifes him above the rank of an ordinary
Porter; even the Syndic looks upon him
as a man of refponfibility. I with I could
fay as much of his honefty as of his good
humour; he was very ufeful to us, and en-

tertaining,
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tertaining, in our journey over the moutis
tain, but latterly convinced me, by thewing
a very interefted mind, that he had not
improved in honefty by his travels into
England. Some particulars we ledrnt’ int
regard to the people of Lanebourg, I think,
curious enough to meéntion, as.tlere is'no
notice taken of them ag diftinguifthed from
the other Savoyards in the books of travels:
Their village confifts of about 220
‘houfes ; they are fo happy as to -be fres -
from the oppreflion of a 'Seigma}r Coma
mandant, or petty tyrant of any denomina«
tion. All the tax . they are fubjet to; is
the Taille, which. amounts nearly to the
feventh part of the produce of their land ¢
this, is paid to the King; they are at dor
other public expence, except the keeping
their roads and bridges- paffable. They
_ alfo ‘make provifion for. their Curé, and.
repair their church. They never let their
land, as by fo doing they could not get:
mose than two and a half per cent. for’
their
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their purchafe-money ; whereas, by culti-
vating their ground themfelves, they make
it yield from ten to thirteen per cemt.
There are few Lanebourgians who poffefs
lefs than twelve, and none more than forty
. pounds per awnum *. Though they are
obliged to keep the road over Mont Cennis
in a paffable ftate, particularly during the
winter, yet the above-mentioned expence
falls ‘lightly on the inhabitants, as they
gain yearly eighty guineas, which the lake
on the plain of Mont Cennis is let for, and
this money is folely appropriated to the
ufes of the 'co'mmunity. They have but two
priefts in the village and no convent. Their
priefts hot'beihg Lanebourgians, are confi-
dered by them as foreig_ners. They have fenfe
enough not to bring up any of their own
children to the churéh. They are remark-
ably heélthy and long-lived; no phyfician -
being permitted to live at Lanebourg, they
truft to Nature and fobriety. The fimpli-

® See Lalande, p, 22, Not well informed ia regard to
the Lanebourgians. ‘ s
Clty
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city of their manners, and- the 'purity of
their lives is fuch, that- it very rarely
happens an illegitimate child is produced
amongft them ; but when fuch an acci-
dent does happen, immediate marriage,
or perpetual exile, muft enfue.” By the
vigilahce of ‘the Cur¢ “and the Syndics’
no culprit has ever efcaped one or other
of the above ordinances; and they gene-
rally prefer the former. Here then fub-
fifts a community, more free from fu-
perflition than the tenets of the religion
they profefs admits of. Content with the
produce of their own labours, they are al-
ways cheerful, always happy; their wants
are bounded to the mere neceffary ; their
withes never reach beyond their means :—
thus do they defy the vice of avarice, and
chafe for ever from their pillow, the cares
attendant on ambition. Upon inquiring
into the frequent emigrations of S}avoyards,‘
it appeared, the Lanebourgians never fent
out of their community more than three

or
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or four in the fpace of 18 months, There
are now twelve at Lyons, whom they aflert
are rich and confiderable, although they
quitted Lanebourg in the cdpacity of
thoe-cleaners and chimney-fweepers : they
boaft alfo of having given four chairmen
to the King of France. Louis the Beloved
certainly could not have chofen better.—
‘There are about an hundred porters, whofe
names are upon a lift; the Syndics take
care that they carry travellers in their
turn, and are referred to, in cafe of any
difpute that may arife amongft them. Pro~
vifions are very cheap here; in meney of
Piedmont, bread 1 fol and a half, beef,
mutton, and veal, 3 fols the pound. Twea-
ty-five years paft, bread fold at half a fol,
and meat at one fol the pound.

After having paffed a fleeplefs night in
the royal apartment, partly owing to a
mountain torrent that defcends clofe to the
window, we fet out at five o’clock the next
morning in our ché,irs, the afcent not being

VoL. L F ten

Manner
of pafing
Mont
Cennis,
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-ten paces from the door. Thefe chairs are
_conftru&ted in the moft fimple and portable
'mann‘ef. . 'There are two {mall bars of
wood for arms, and another bar behind,
which rifes but little higher than the arms,
'and which ferves as a fupport to the back
of the perfon in the-chair ; the feat is mat-
-ted with bark of trees and ropes twifted
together, which yields to the weight of
thofe thus carried. You are fo near the
ground, that there is not the leaft difficulty
in flepping out of the chair at pleafure ;.
‘there are no legs to thefe chairs, but in their
* 'soom a board is tied on by ropes to the feat,
which the feet being placed upon, and the
cords as much fhortened as can convenient-
ly be, the legs and feet are well fupported,
being fufficiently raifed to clear them en-
tirely of any fhock from uneven or rocky
ground. The chairs are fixt on poles,
which ‘appeared to me to be as long as
* thofe commonly ufed in London. The

chairmen are aided by ftraps over their
thoulders,

e
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" fhoulders, in the fame manner as they carry
in England.- Thefe porters ufe no com= -
pofition of wax and rofin to the foles of
their fhoes, as related by Keyfler, vol. i,
P. 200, to keep them from. {lipping ; 'nor
other affiftance for this purpofe, than a few
nails drove in here and there, at the heels,
and a packthread pafled from one to the
other. The afcent is not at firft very fteep; it
‘winds, and towards the top augments.con-
fiderably in acclivity and roughnefs. .
Many large ftones render this road ins
convenient, which however admits of being
made paffable for a carriage, and that at -
no great expence. A foreft of pines
firetches itfelf along one fide of the moun-
tain, which they fay is abundantly ftocked
with game. I liked this manner of travel~
ling very much. You are conveyed along
furprifingly faft on the plain; the porters
run rather than walk; but M—— was
foon tired of being carried, afferting the
‘road was very paffable for a perfon on foot,
' F2 the
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the length of the way being the greateft
difficulty : he walked, I am fure, three
parts of the road. By his walking fo much,
aur porters had little more thap half their
trouble, as I ufed his in their tura; yet
thefe poor people thewed the beflt hearts in
the world, fearing left he fhould be too
much fatiguned « ¢ % & & » but 3ll they
could fay had no effe@ uporn him. ¥ou
know how humane he is, and the being
carried by his own fpecies is no part of his
fyflem # % % % % % % % % ¥ % ¥ ¥ %
Our chaife being taken to pieces, it was
- carried on the mules backs. Thefe gnimals
make a droll appearance, with a wheel op
gach fide, and the body of a chaife on their
back. - They are thod in a particulay mane
ner, to preveat their flipping ; their fhoes
advance more than two inches beyond the
fore;part of their haof, and turn p again

in front.
Our porters endeavoured to.amufe us by
their converfation, Thefe poar igoffenfive
I | people
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peopld recolled all the different travellérs
whoni they have carried (pasticalarly prine
éds, aihBafiadors; &4.); and evén every thing
they have faid to thens; which: they revaill to
stliess, fuppofing it may amufe, and make
them forger the tedioufnefs of the way. But
the information ¥ fought for, Being miore

about themfelves and their mountains, ! got -

front them all the intelltgence I contd.
"Fhe Glaciere, Which appears at about
four miles diffarice; is, according to thert,
extremely cutious. ‘They told us, many
Englifhh gestlemen had goné fo far out of
their way fo fee it that there wete great
Grrantitids of chryfal found in the grotto;
amd that the peafants int the villages made
ufé of i for falt-cellars and fmall cupd.
That it was not always Wwhité ; for
that they fréquently found fome nearly
black. They thake no doubt of cryf
tal Being forthied from' ice; and accourit for
the ftrdws inclofed in lumps of it; and the
iuddy appearance if ofteqy bents, 16 ifs
F3 hav.

Glaciere,

Chryftals,
&c,
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having been once in a fluid ftate. But as
the origin of cryftal has been, and fill is
difputed by the learned, who have not as
yet agreed upon the matter, I _certainly
don’t mean to give more weight to the
Lanebourgian opinion than it merits.

The rocks and ftones lying on all fides
of the road have many of them the appear-
ance of marble, with beautiful veins, of
different colours; there are alfo large lumps
of {par, which gliften with great brightnefs
in the fun. I picked up fome morfels that
are incorporated with ore, Lalande’s ac-
count.of the natural produtions of Mon¢
Cennis, and his obfervations on moun- .
tains in general, are curious and. intereft-
ing. Juft before we gain the plain, the
afcent augments in rapidity. On the fide
of the mountain are fmall houfes, which
ferve the peafants in winter, as magazines
for their forage, and in fummer as dairies,
for they make butter and cheefe in them
during three months, The plain is by np

means
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means fans aucun inegalité, (according to La-
lande, vol. i. p. 23.) for there is great va-
riety of ground, and the plain, asitis called,
is rather a valley, extending along be-
- tween high mountains, with feveral diffe-
rent roads, fome of which the mules take,
others the Porters. The grafs is exceed-
ingly thick, fhort, and full of flowers:
there were many in blow of the tribe of
the Amuranthoides, or Everlaftings ; -fome
yellow, others of a fine crimfon, and pur-
ple *. ' The Crowfoot kind in great abun-
dance; their flowers were paft, but I
perceived great patches of the grafs of
Anemone and Ranunculus, Violet Polian-
thus, &ec. with aromatic and odoriferous
plants, feveral of which I never faw before.
A good Botanift might find entertainment
on the plain for a month. The foreft on

* Dans toutes les montagnes il y a une multitude des
plantes curieufes & agréable i voir, dans les Fentes des
rochers ‘dont les fleurs font de couleurs eclatantes, & que
je crois devoir étre mifes au rang des femper vivan. Note
in Richard, tom, i, p. 19.

F 4 ~ _ the
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the fides of Mont Cennis abounds with the
Cbarmwis, a fpecies of wild goat, whofe flefhi
io eatable. The peafarits fell their fkins from
eight to twelve livres each. The blood of
thefe animals, dried, and taken in wine, 13
eftcemed a fovereigh remedy for the pleu-~
rify ; the King of Sardinia is never with~
out this medicine, it being allowed by the.
Turin phyficians to be admirable in many
cafes. The Chameois are fleet, and ex-
tremely fhy, concealing themfelves in the
moft retired parts of the foreft, and in the
clefts of rocks, the moft difficult of ac-
cefs. They are fo alert, that they bound
from rock to rock, and fland with all their
four feet clofe together on the moft poimedL

" Their fmell is fo exquifite, that no man

can appwoach them without their perceiv~
ing it, except againft the wind ; and
they have the fenfe of hearing in fuch
perfedtion, that it is fcarce poffible to ap-
?roa_ch within fhot of them. The only
way of killing them is, by lying in wait,

con-
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econcealed behind the buthes, and near theig
wfual haunts before break of day, taking
care the wind fets righdy, No dog cant
catch them, not even a greyhound; for
they run diredly to the precipices as their
fecurity, near which they are always found,
and which ate fo ciresmftanced, that a dog
would break his néck that fhould attempt
to follow them.—AH kinds of game quit
thefe mountains in thé winter, the cold
Being too fevere for theth. Even the
wolves and bears feek a lefs inclement
fky. The ait was very keen on the plain y
and I was ebliged to wrap myfelf up in
a pelice; lined through with far, although
fire day was remarkably fine for that
eoumtry ; Buf # was early in the morning
when we fet out, and I think it was not
moze than 8 o'clock when we found cur-
felves om the plain, having been about three
hours in mounting. My chairmen, to coma
penfate in fome meafure for the cold I com-
plained of, expatiated on the good wine,
and
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and ‘bread "and -cheefe, that the bon Pere
Nicolas would give us for breakfaft. '(This
is the Curé mentioncd by Lalande, who
lives clofe to the Hofpital.) SRR

Before I clofé this letter, I {hall give you
a fketch of this extraordinary Prieft, whofe, -
purity of life, and charitable condu@, has
rendered him fo dear to the inhabitants of
Lancbourg, (who look upon him as ‘a fa-
ther) that they cannot fpeak of him with-
out tears in their eyes; fo much do they
fear being foon deprived of him, as he is
now very much advanced in years. © . -

There is a rifing in the plain before you

‘ gain the borders of the Lake, which is a

rough ftep. ‘The Lake is about three miles
in circumference, .of an irregular fhape.
The grafs grows not only down to the wa-
ter’s edge, but under it for fome v;ay, as
you fee thi'oughv the water ; but this does
not continue far, for the Lake is fo deep to=
wards the middle as to be deemed unfa-
thomable, at leaft by the peafants. They

' find
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find no other fith here than trout, but thefe
~ are in the utmoft perfetion ; their reported
fize is enormous : fome weigh eighteen
pounds. Thofe we had at Lg Grande Croixy
where we dined, were not larger than
trout commonly are in England, but are
much better flavoured. I do not know
whether or not trout have the peculiar
quality of living in waters that are iced
over for eight months of the year, which
is the cafe with this lake ; but one is tempt-
ed to believe it muft be fo, as the quantity
of this fith has never been knowa to dimi-
nifh, although there is no vifible inlet
by which the Lake can be fupplied; no
fprings, nor communication with other
waters, having yet been difcovered ; yet
it muft certainly be fupplied from the
adjacent mountains, which are covered
with eternal fnows, and part of which
fnow muft melt, and fo be filtered through
the earth, till it gets to this great refer-
voir, 'The large trout are fent to Turin, .

| | and
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and bought up for the King's table; and
for thofe of foreign minifters, for great en=
tertainmrerits, Diititg thé timé that the
Lake i¢ frozen ovet, loaded mules, xid
kerds of catile, pafs over it; without dan»
ger, as it is frozen ftdm feven to erght
feet deep,

Having reached the Prieft’s houfe, wé
Repped, and afked admittancé. He, good
old man, received us with the utmoft hofs
pitility ; he has quite the appearance and
countenancé oné fuppofes the Patriarcht
bote. He gave us excellent cheefe of the
mountain *, with as 'good; winé and bread
a5 the Porters had promifed us. His houé
was cleari; and he fhewed us one room,
which he boafted of, as having béeri occu-
pied three fummer months by a noble gueft,
Lord A—g—r; who had retired here front
Florence, dufing’ the heats of fummér, and
withi fome fporting-dogs, and Englith hor-

® This cheefe is made of three milks, @iz, Gow, goat,
and fheep.

fes,
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fes, amufed himfelf upon thefe mountains,
His apartment was fitted up in the moft
humble manner ; his pious hoft, by way of
enlivening it, had graced the walls with
prints reprefenting the fathers of the de-
fart, The poor old man mentioned him
with parental tendernefs, {poke highly in
his praife, and regretted his departure with
the utmoft fenfibility.

I wonder how fo young a man could
find fufficient refources in himfelf to be
able to exift voluptarily in fo dreary a fo-

litude ag that of Mout Cemnis. 'The ho-
 {pital, which joins on to the prieft’s houfe,
is for the reception of pilgrims travelling
over the mountain : Pere Nicolgs is chaplain
to it, In cale of ficknefs, they are lodged
and taken care of till recoversd; if they
bappen to be bepighted they are taken in
for one pight. Each pilgrim that calls at
the hofpital receives a pownd of bread and
fome foup. This inflitution was certainly
well intended ; but at prefent thofe who
receive
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receive thefe charitable donations are no<
thing better than a number of idle vaga<
bonds, who, rather than work, wander about
with {collop fhells in their hats, and under
pretence of pilgrimaging, indulge a lazy
difpofition of rambling, and frequently pil-
fering upon their road. .
- Having -taken leave of our kind hoﬁ,
promifing to revifit him at our return, if
. we fhould come back. the fame way, we
proceeded on to la Grande Croix, an inn,
fituated at the extremity of the'plain, the
“defcent commencing immediately after.
Oppofite to the inn is a fmall chapel,
where thofe who happen to perith on the
mountain by cold, lightning, or any other
accident, are buried. Here our porteurs.
- refted for above an hour; and we tafted
- the famqus trout of the Lake, which they
fried; and although they were not large,
as I think I mentioned before, they were
uncommonly well-flavoured. They brought
us’ butter, which' was the beft I think I
ever
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ever tafted, perhaps owing to the many
aromatic herbs the cows find on the plain.
‘They told me, that for nine months of the
year they keep their cows in their kitchens,
‘in order. to make frefh butter for the Eng-
lith travellers. The wine is very pleafant,
which is made on the fides of the moun- -
tains; and is preferved in goat-fkins. Had
I feen this veflel before I had tafted of its
contents, I doubt if I could have prevailed
on myfelf to have touched it, for thefe
{kins have a dirty and difgufting z;ppear-
ance: the hair is off, but the fkin looks
black and greafy : where the feet and the
head grew it is fewed up = the whole looks’
like fome ftrange fwollen monfter. The
Ganymede, cup-bearer, or Savoyard who
alts as butler, tucks up this difmembered
carcafe, like a pair of Scotch bagpipes, un-
der his arm, prefents its pofteriors to the
guefls, and plucks out a peg; the wine
flies out from a tap Nature never intended

for that purvpofe when fhe created goats, -
5 o ' The
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'The defeent from la Grande Croix is ex-
tremely rapid for about three hundred
yarde. I don’t know any thing this read
refembles more than a broken ftone flair-
cafe, which occafions the porfeurs to turn
fo fuddenly by its windings, that the perfon
ia the chair paffes clear over the fharp
angles, cutting them, as it were, acrofs.
Notwithftanding the novelty of this man-
ner of travelling, the ftéepnefs of the road,
and the velocity with which I defcended,
my portewrs running almoft the whole
way, I never once felt myfelf fufficiently
frightened to lay hold of the arms of the
chair, my attention was fo much engaged
with the f{ingularity and variety of the
profpe& below; for the fun having now
got up far enough over thefe fupendous
mountains to difperfe the fogs and vapours
on this fide of the world, difcovered to us,
through fragments of broken clouds, fer-
tile vallies, woods, villages, and rivers,
feen as a bird flies. ‘When, by the crooked

- turning
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turning of the road, we loft our profpe&,
prodigious - cafcades, (the f{pray of which
fell down upon us in rain) mixing with
the clouds, produced the moft beautiful
rainbows, whofe vivid colours dazzled the
eye. Whatever you may think of clouds
when you look at them, and their- foft and
warm appearance in a fine day, they are
~ neverthelefs exceedingly damp and cold to
pafs through. I certainly need not inform
you that I have been much higher than the
clouds. At fome moments during the de-~
fcent, I could not help fancying myfelf a
witch upon a broomftick. The beautiful
cafcade, particularly diftinguifhed by Rich-
ard and Lalande ¥, is much better defcribed
by Richard. The rock is plainly incrufted
with ore of lead and copper, and the fand
about it is evidently impregnated with me-
- tallic {fubftance. This cafcade falls from a
prodigious height. Having arrived at what
is called the Plain of St. Nicolas, we had

# §ee vol.i. p.az of the former, and vol. i. p. 28 of the latter,
) G thence
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thence a view of the wonderful cafcade.
There is ftill fome {mall remains of ruined
wall and rails; the latter is carried away
every year by the fall of fnow, but is con-
flantly replaced by the peafants.

From this plain, which is rugged enough,
we came to a village called La Ferriere,
which is exaltly midway between La
Grande Croix and Novalefe ; here our pore
teurs refted juft time enough to drink a
draught of wine and water. This village
is more than wretched; and already you
perceive yourfelf in Piedmont; the dawn-
ings of the little, low, cheating Piedmon~
tefe cunning begin to fhew themfelves in
the countenances of the peafants of La Fer-
riere.

From this village to La Novalefe, the
road is in fome places not quite fo fteep ;
but at intervals is exceedingly narrow,
and there are three or four very bad fteps.
I was exceflively annoyed by the droves

of cattle, and loaded mules; they are
' fo
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fo obftinate that they will not turn the
leaft out of their way. One of the lat=
ter gave me a horrid fright ; for, having
lagged behind her companions, to fhorten
her way, fhe chofe to attempt ftepping
over the poles of my chair. You may be
fure I {creamed, for I never was in fo great
danger of being thrown down the preci-
pice ; but my chairmen were fo alert as to
lift the chair ¢lear over a low breaft-work,
fo as to leave room for the mule to conti<
nue her way. When thefe droves of load-
- ed mules meet, it often happens the road
is particularly inconvenient for them to
_ pafs each other, and they run great rifk of
being puthed down the precipices. Thofe
we met were chiefly loaded with rice ; but
thofe that overtoak us, and which were in
their way to Turin from Lyons, were loaded
with rich gold and filver ftuffs, Jewellers’
work, &¢.; fo that it is of the utmoft con-
fequence that the road be kept in fufficient

repair for the fecurity of thefe animals.
G 2 . At
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At Novalefe, we remounted our chaife
and baggage : it is a very poor place, and
the inn but indifferent. From hence to
Sufa*; the road is rough and bad. We
pafled by the famous Brunette, which, al-
though efteemed impregnable by the Pied-
montefe, Monf. Richard thinks command-
ed by two mountain‘s; but, however, he
makes a threwd refle@ion, and very apropos,
namely, “ That it would be difficult. to
bring up, and plant a battery of cannon on
thefe mountains:” as it is certainly utterly |
impoflible. We walked down the defcent
which leads to Sufa. As for the Arc of
Triumph, which is in a kind of alley lead-
ing to the caftle at Sufa, I refer you to La-
lande. His obfervation on the bas reliefs,
&e. is extremely juft; but we could not
find the infeription he mentions, A fol-

dier, upon guard near the place, told us, a

* ] obferved fome gibbets between Novalefe and Sufa,
which have plates of tin nailed on them, with the crime and
punifhment of the malefalor who had fuffered there fet forth
and engraved.

plate
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plate of bronze had been ‘conveyed away
(upon which it, probably, had been ‘en-
graved) fome months before to Turin; and
he fhewed a hollow in one of the pillars,
which appeared as if a plate of metal had
been inferted there. The town of Sufa is
not confiderable. From thence to Turin *,
the road lies moft pleafantly in a valley,
with well drefled fields on each fide. In
the corn-fields, are planted mulberry-trees,
in i'ows,' at a {ufficient diftance not to in~
jure the corn.

We lay at a wretched village, called
Buffolia, on ftraw-beds, fuftained by
four planks, which were placed on flone
props, fimilar to thofe ufed for corn-

ftacks. I find the precaution of carry~’

ing our own fheets with us highly ne-
ceflary. Next day, we dined at a village
called St. Ambrofe. From the inn, which

* From Sufa to Turin are a few fmall crofles, to mark the
places where affaflinations have been committed. I think I
did not perceive more than three or four of them, and thefe
have been pp fome years, :

13

G3 | is
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is tolerably good, the abbey of Sz Michael
de la Clufe hangs upon the brow of a very
high mountain; and as it is for the moft
part in ruins, forms a fine point of view.
By the road fide, and near S8t. Ambrofe,
ftands a fmall church, built in the Gothic
tafte, of brick ; the mouldings and pillars,
which are all of terra cotta, are very well
executed. Certain friezes formed by vine
branches, ieaves, and their fruit, are parti-
cularly well fculptured, and are of the fame
materials. 'We paffed through Rivoli,
where on a fharp rifing is fituated the
Royal Caftle; here the prefent King’s fa-
ther ended his days. Should I happen to
be informed of any thing particularly cu-
rious, in regard to this Prince and his im-
prifonment, during our ftay. here (more
than what is mentioned by Richard and
Lalande), it fhall certainly make part of

fome future letter. |
For the three leagues from Rivoli to
Turin, the road is planted on each fide
with
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with double rows of moft beautiful elms ;
it is extremely broad, literally ftraight, and
forms one of the fineft avenues (I fuppofe)
in all Europe. The beautiful fields on
cach fide, which are for the moft part
water meadows, are kept in as neat a ftate
as it is poffible for the utmoft care and at-
tention to bring them to. Near the gate of
~ the town; we faw the Prince of Piedmont,
who had alighted from his coach to walk ;.
his /iite confifted of feven or eight pages on-
-ly. Heis atall, thin, genteel-looking young
man, and of an agreeable countenance.

The entrance into Turin is noble; the
gate is of a folid, but magnificent architec~
ture. The fortifications are in perfe&
repair, as M

particularly obferved;
for as you know thefe matters are not
quite within my province, all ‘I can
affirm is, the wall appeared to be ftrong
and thick, and the ditch very broad,
and there were feveral centinels, well-
drefled, walking backwards and forwards.

Turin.

G4 The
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The town feems to be extremely populous,
I thall fay more about it in my next letter,
Although this is grown to a moft uncon-
fcionabie length, &et as I promifed you
fome anecdotes relative to the bon Pere
Nicolas, of the plain of Mon# C.nnis, 1 thall
infert them here, and if poffible crowd

them into the cover, |
f:l';.Ni' Pere Nicolas’s fan&ity of life, his cha-
titable and moral difpofition at length
reached the ears of his fovereign, who fent
for him to.court. The King took fuch a
- liking to him, that, upon his entreaty, he
granted a perpetual exemption to the La-
nebourgians from the quartering of troops,
and from furnithing either men or money
for the milice, even in time of war. So
little did Pere Nicolas confult his own in-
terefts, that he never afked any thing for
himfelf; and although he goes to court
from time to time, and is always exceed-
ingly well received by the King, he has
never in any inftance fought his own pro-
| S ) motion,
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motion, but employs all the intereft he has
to relieve his poor neighbours and parifh-
ioners from any difficulties they may be ex-
pofed to, either by the accidents of bad
feafons, ftor:fas, or above all, a threatened
tax, which, by his interpofition, they are
free from to this day. The Lanebourgians,
through gratitude, vim‘mediately after the
firft favour the King was pleafed to beftow
on Pere Nicolas, prefented him with the
rent of the Lake for feven years. By this
he made a confiderable fum ; ‘but in the
year 1737, he augnnented his fund, and
ferved his country at the fame time, by
felling cattle to the Swils army; which
cattle he bought up cheap from the Savoy-
ards, who with difficulty could prevent
their being taken from them by the Spa-
niards, fo were glad to get rid of them at
any price. Pere Nicolas, who was much
better acquainted with the different roads,
paths, and cliffs of the adjacent mountains,
than the Spaniards were, concealed the
| | cattle
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cattle by day in caverns and haollow ways,
and by night drove them fometimes along
the fides of rivers, fometimes {wam them
acrofs, and frequently made them defcend
_precipices from 100 to 250 feet perpendi-
cular height, by the narrow paths made
by the goats and chamois, and which
would have been abfolutely impracticable
to cows or oxcn that had not been bred
amongft fuch mountains.. Thus, by his
addrefs, he efcaped the out-pofts of the
Spanith army, who had not failed to guard
all the pafles they knew of, in order that
fno communication fhould be-kept up be-
tween the Savoyards, the Piedmontefe, and
Swifs army. Thus Pere Nicalas profited
confiderably, at the fame time that he dif-,
~ trefled the enemy, by depriving them of a
great fource of provifions; but the poor
Prieft had a narrow efcape of his life; for
the Spanith troops got intelligenee of his
allivity, not only in. the above inftance,
but alfo by giving early intelligence of
: their
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their movements to the Piedmontefe army,
by which he had caufed many of their de-
figns to be totally fruftrated. This con-
du& of his fo exafperated them, that they
vowed to burn him alive; for which pur-
pofe they fent a party of foldiers to take
him prifoner; but fome of the Lanebour-~
gians, hearing of their intention, explored
their way, at the hazard of their lives,
through the foreft of pines, and over the
rocks, notwithftanding the deep fnows,
which rendered the way extremely dan-
gerous. They arrived in time fufficient o
acquaint him with the impending danger,
and to contrive means for his efcape and
concealment, which was effeGted before the
Spanifh, foldiers could reach his habitation;
for they, although they kept the ftraight -
road, found it, on account of the drifts of-
fnow, almoft impracicable ; and when, after
much difficulty, they thought themfelves -
fecure of their prey, they found, to their
great mortification, he had quite efcaped

them.
3
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them. 'Pere Nicolas dedicates his money
‘entirely to the ufe of the Lanebourgians,’
and his other neighbours, as far as it can-
go; in lending it to them, whenever they-
want, in fmall fums, particularly:at the-
feafon for purchafing cattle. He never
takes any intereft, nor ever requires pay-
ment till they can with eafe return it him,'
which they rarely fail to do at the enfuing
feafon for difpofing of their corn and cattle.
Induftry thould be encouraged; and it is
fcarce credible, of how much ufe this one
man has been, by thus devoting himfelf
and -his interefts to the public good. To
many people, the fphere he moves in
might appear too low and contemptible,
not to require an apology for taking up fo
. much of their time, &c¢. ; but I know your
"way of thinking too well, not to be affured
of the value you will fet on true greatnefs
of mind, though found in the perfon of an
uneducated Savoyard Curé, - |

Herg
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Here is juft arrived a packet of letters
% % * #* % * I can no longer delay fend-
ing this long epiftle to the poft. You fhall
hear from me foon, mean time % % » »
From. your’s, moft fincerely. and affec-
~ tionately. .

-+ P. 8. T am. fure. you will :be glad to
- learn, that we did not: meet with the
leaft difficulty from the officers of the Dou-
ane *, at the gate; for although we have
nothing that can be efteemed contraband,
the delay and trouble cuftom-houfe officers
occafion by the opening of trunks, is fin-
gularly vexatious and inconvenient to tra-
vellers ; but thefe let us pafs, without any
examination, on our bare word that we
_ had nothing concealed. We requited them
for their civility with a fmall gratuity, for
- which they were very thankful.

* Cuftom-houfe.

~ee o , | LET-
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LETTER IX.,

Taria, O& 16, 1770.
N my laft letter of the tenth of this
month, .1 mentioned our having deli-
vered our letters, and of the fociety they
have procured us. However, for people
who are determined to ftay only a thort
time in a place, and are bent on feeing
every thing worthy the curiofity of firan-

. gers, letters of recommendation, and their

confequences, are, on fome accounts, by no
means convenient. The frequent dining
from home,- fhortens the mornings; and
the afternoon is always confumed between
the Corfo, vifits, and the opera. Notwith-
Rtanding we have made good ufe of our
time, as we have already feen great part
of what is moft curious in Turin and its

environs.
I fhall begin with giving you firft a de-
feription of the ‘Royal Garden, and then
proceed
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procee& to the palace. The garden belong-
ing to the King’s palace was laid out by
Le Notre ; fo it is not neceflary to animad- _
vert on the total want of tafte throughout.
You are fufficiently acquainted with his
genius and talent for the art of planning
gardens, by thofe you have feen in France,
to believe, I do him no injuftice in not ad-
miring this garden, whofe infipid unifor-
mity and flatnefs renders it very fatiguing
to, walk over. There is an infurmountable
dulnefs in ftraight walks, with high hedges;
formal parterres, compofed of triangles,
half-moons, ftars, and the moft ungraceful
figures, called here Parterres @ I Angloife,
,many of which, inftead of being filled with
flowers, are compofed of brick-duft and
coal-athes, formed into a kind of mortar,
which fills up the borders. Grafs plats ill
kept; all the walks damp and mofly ; there
is but one fpot which is tolerable, it is well
gravelled, has plats of flowers in parterres,
a little lefs formal than the others. In the

middle
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middle is a fmall piece of water ; beyond it

appears a triumphal areh, of Trelliffe, painted

green, which is curiouﬂy and neatly execut-

ed ; high trees fhew themfelves behind, and

from each fide fprings out an open work

of the fame kind (Tre/iffe) which forms a

‘fweep : and all together, when viewed from
“the front of the palace (that this part of the
garden is calculated for) has a pretty good

effect.—But there is no garden in England

that is not in a much better tafte than this,

fo much boafted of by the French and Turin-

efe; not to mention the celebrated gardens

of England, belonging to noblemen’s and

gentlemen’s feats. Ido 'not mean in regard

to fize, for the garden juft named is very

large; but the want of tafte, in fubflituting

all forts of quadrangular and other formal

figures, which were never to be found in

‘Nature, to beautiful lawns, hollow flopes,
‘clumps of trees, natural cafcades, irregular
walks, planted with the -moft beautiful

' flowering
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flowering fhrubs, and of which every gar-

den in England has fomething.
Even the Palate has much the air of
French archite@ture, flat and bald : com-
pofed of brick and ftone. The entrance
is.through a gréat gate-way, into a fquare
court, furrounded by a piazza, through
which one enters the palace by the great
flair-cafe, at the foot of which, in a recefs,
-flands an equeftrian ﬁanie of ViQor Ama-
deus the Firft. The horfe is of white marble,
very heavy and ill executed. Vicor is in
bronze, and but little better in point of
fculpture than his horfe. The architeGure
of this ftair-cafe is not beautiful, nor is .it
kept clean; the odious cuftom of making ufe
of the corners of the landing-places, which
you have often heard to bea pradtice inlItaly,
commences here already ; 'where the ftench
occafioned by the ftagnation mixed with
the fmoke of the lamps, which is never
cleaned off the walls, makes the entrance of
the houfes very difgufting.—Lalande ob-
- Vor, I. H ‘ fei'ves,

Palaces
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ferves, tom. i. p. 89, very juftly on the
patience and politene"fs of Monf,. /e Comte
 de Groffo Cawalla, who frequently-conducts
firangers about-the palace, from whom we
have received many civilities, which I thall
have accafion to mention hereafter.—1 have
heard the King has been prefent zucognito,
whilft ftrangers have been viewing the
apartments ; but I beheve .it very rarely
happens.. They are nobly furnifthed 5 no
expence fpared ; 8 :profiifion of glafles,
gilding, rich Lyons’ filks and velvets, cover
the walls. The floars are beautifully in~
laid with woods  of different fhades, and
kept, as are the whole of the apartments
and furniture, delicately clean. The frames
of the looking-glafles-of the {conces are all
of wrought plate, as are the arms that held
the candles, and the frames of the pter'
glaiTcs 3 large maflive tables of filver ftand
~under each gla®, all wrought in bas re-
liefs, and the workmanthip for the moft
part ﬁnely cxccutcd. The lufizes that hang
. v -frem
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from the cieling are of rock cryftal. Imea-
fured one of the ornaments which was
within my reach (for thefe luftres hang too
low), it was {haped like a pear; was it
{quared, jt would meafure a cube of five
inches; but they have, by their {colloping
and crinkling, fpoiled the rock cryftal as
much as-poffible. ‘

~ The curtains to the doors have a fine

‘effec; for when all the doors * which lead

through thefe magnificent fuites of rooms
are open, thefe curtains ar'e tied back, and
by the manner of their being drawn up, their
folds form beautiful arcades. T hey htje
made of exceeding rich flowered filks of
Lyons, of a beautiful pattern, reprefenting
large fruit and leaves : there is a canopy
of the fame, which proje@s about eight

- ® Thefe doors opga jn the middle, aad folding inward are

“received into grooves made in the ihiclgnefs of the (\(afl ; ‘the
_pannels are catved idnd gilt, and when the apartments ate

open, no door is to be .feen ; but as one paffes through the
door-cafe, the ernaments of the doors, which cover the fides

0f the shicknsfs, bf the wall, are very Ariking, o

: Hs inches
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inches over each door, and finithes in a
-moft graceful fweep. Thefe doors all an-
fwering to each other, form a perfpeive
which I think has a moft beautiful effe@.
As thefe fuites of rooms form a reGangle,
.you look up from the fame point two ex-
tenfive viftas, which being terminated by
looking-glafles, feem to have no end. The
filk is thé furniture of the fummer apart-
ment; that of the winter apartment is of
crimfon velvet.—As the walls are extremely
thick, the windows have a noble air from
_the infide, the wall floping off from them,
and the tops arched and cove fathion, are
incrufted with looking-glaffes fet in gilt
foliage, and which by their refle&tion pro-
.duce a fine effe@. Sculpture and gilding
‘abound in every room; all the mouldings,
architraves, and every morfel of wainfcot-
'ing, is highly ornamented. But what is
-wonderfully fhocking in the midft of all
 this profufion of finery, is the panes of the
windows, which are fet in lead, in the fame -

\

manner
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‘manner as thofe in the cafements of our
Englith cottages. The cielings are painted,
but are none of them capital ; the beft is
that of the audience chamber, but even
this has a certain bloom of colouring which
is too gaudy. The reprefentation is alle-
gorical, the groups much confufed, and
the whole not pleafing ; the cornice loaded,
~and compofed of too many mouldings, &,

I fhall not pretend to give you a regular
catalogue of the piCtures .and curiofities,

"contained in this palace, I fhall only men-
tion thofe that pleafed me moft. There are
53 chambers, of which 48 are completely

- furnifhed.

The King’s gallery is decorated in an
excellent tafte, except the cieling (by Da-
niel de Senterre ), which has not much merit. -
The piQures are all hung upon black pan-
nels ; I fuppofe they imagined it would fet
them off, but I do not think it has a good

~effe. The following are the moft to my.,

tafte : : o .

| H 3 A boy
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A boy careffing a dog, by Cimiani. This
is fo well done, and fo natural, that the
longer it is looked at, the more beauties
it difcovers.—A full length portrait of
King Charles §. by Miers, a fcholar of
Vandyke’s. The perfpetive of the back
ground is much admired, notwithﬁanding
it has the following faults; the point of
view is placed too’high, the pillars are too
much crowded, and the row of columns
commence too near the fore ground, on
which the King ftands. The colouring is
too black, and the aerian perfpetive is not
well obferved ; the Kving's. figure fticks
clofe to the archite@ure, for want of proper '
judgment in the de'mi-téints,. if not bwing
to a failing in the linear perfpective. The

- face is admirably done. The figure is ftiffer

than it otherwife would have been, perhaps -
occafioned by the too great attention of the

 painter to the buttons, lace, e, and too

fini a reprcfentauon of the minutiz of
the ornamented drefs of thofe days  —
' 1 A Venus
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A Venus, Cupid, anddoves, in high pre-
fervation, by Carlo Cigniani.—Prince Tho-
mas on horfeback, by Vandyke, as large
as life. A very good portrait; the horfe
well done, his mane incomparable; and the
whole together in a great and mafterly &yle.
—Another of the fame mafter, reprefent-
ing the three children of King Charles the
Firft; admirable, both as to the colouring,
drapery, and corre&nefs of the drawing;
all the graces that belong to children, added
to the moft charming countenances, which
exprefs, at the {fame time, dignity without
pride, and foftnefs without languor. There
is alfo a fpaniel in this piGure, which is fo
natural, it would almoft deceive in a pro-
per point of view.—The portrait of this
painter, by himfelf; a truth and force of
colouring that muft ftrike the moft igno-
rant {peGator.—~An Evangelift writing, an
Angel diftating; the attention and awe,
mixt with a holy dread, ftrongly ex-
prefled in the countenance of the Saint,

Ha4 is
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is beautifully contrafted by the benignity
and candour in the celeftial face of the
holy meflenger. I have forgot the name
of the author of this piGure.—A pi¢ture
reprefenting the daughter of Sir Thomas
More, his head as juft feparated from the
body, lying on a table ; fheis fainted away,
her palenefs is moft natural, and there is
great expreffion in one of her hands, which
is a little elevated from the dead head, as
if the had thrunk it back with horror at
the touch: this is by Conrado of Milan.
In the room after the gallery are two good
pieces of perfpecive, as feen from an angle;
one reprefents part of the infide of St.
Peter’s at Rome, the other of St. John La-
terans. There is alfo a landfcape with four
oxen in it, well done. Although the above
three pi@ures are not by celebrated mafters,
they are by no means contemptible.—The
portrait of Porbus, done by himfelf; he is
meafuring the extent of his fkull with a
pair of compaffes ; although it is not ill

exe-
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‘executed, yet the ungracefulnefs of the at-
titude, and the uncouthnefs of the fubje&,
prevent this picture from pleafing. A
portrait of Rembrandt, by himfelf, and a
fmall pi&ure of an old man, whofe head
and hands are admirable, particularly the
truth of anatomy in the latter; the drapery
and back-ground are fo dark as to be to-
“tally indiftin&. In another room, which
goes by the name of Solimene’s, are four
piGtures by that mafter; the beft repre-
fents the Queen of Sheba prefenting her
gifts to Solomon. By his never finithing
any of his piGures, there is often a great
failing in his c/air obfcure, whichis frequent- -
ly falfe. Covetoufnefs was the caufe of this
fingularity; for he could finifh a piece con-
' fifting of thirty figures in fix days*, and
his piGures fold off quick,'v'vas ‘there is al-
ways to be found in thém a truth of draw-
ing, and great knowledge in the -art of

* His firkt froke was alfo his lat, for he never retouched

them,
grouping
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grouping his figures without confufion:
but at firft fight his pictures appear all
fpotted with mold; the prevailing colourss
being black, and blucith grey, with {pecks
of white~In a cabinet, a Salutation by
Rembrandt, the St. Elizabeth. is full of
merit.~In another, belonging to the fum~
mer apartment, -are the portraits of Martin
Luther and his wife, by Holbein. I da
not doubt their being Atrong likenefles;;
they are a homely, good couple, and the
want of fhade in their faces does not render
them more pleafing. Notwithftanding this
peculiarity in all Holbein’s paintings, they
are efteemed confiderably in Italy, as Mon~
fieur Groffo Cavallo affured us were all the
works of our old Englith painters ; if that
is true, I believe it is owing more to their
politenefs than to their fincerity. The
Queen’s gallery, which is 30 feet wide,
and 270 long, is to be lined with marble;
it is already begun, and is to be compleated
with the marble of this country, excepting

. one
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one narrow moulding round the pannelg,
which is of that of -chom, It will be ex-
tremely fine when finithed, Amongft the
variety of coloured miarbles, an alabafter
coffee-colour and white, and a green are
of extraordinary beauty. Here are fome
paintings of great merit. A prodigal fon
by Guercino. This piture is a proof of
the expreffion a human figure is capable
of difcovering, without the aid of the
countenance; for the face of the prodigal
fon is not feen : heis reprefented in a kneel-
ing pofture, his back is turned to the {peGta~
_tors, but every feeling of his mind is thewn
in the mufcles of his back, legs, and the foles
of his feet; fhame, regret, and repentance,
are more ftrongly expre{s’d than they could
have been in his face. The colouring is vi-
gorous, the drawing bold, and the clair ob-
Jeure well _preferved and ftrongly oppofed.
—Two very large pictures of Paul Vero-
nefe. One of Solomon and the Queen of
Sheba, who is very ugly indeed : this pic-
2 Vel Hgly ndeet ture
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ture is full of faults and abfurdities. 'The
other is the finding of Mofes by Pha-
raoh’s daughter. It is remarkable that
Paul Veronefe has introduced himfelf a- -
‘mongft the attendants of the princefs,
‘and is one of the moft alert to preferve
the little Mofes, ‘whom he is extricating
from amongft the bulrufhes. Pharaoh’s
daughter is too finely drefled. The beauty
of the filks and embroidery of Paul Ve-
ronefe can never be too much admired. It
is fingular, that fo good a painter fhould
invariably fall into the fame abfurdity,
of draping the ladies of antiquity in the .
moft modern drefles and ornaments of
his own day.—-A David by Guido;
there is one at the Luxemburg, and ano-
ther at Genoa. Monfieur Groflo Cavallo
thinks that all the three were done by
Guido’s fcholars, and afterwards touch-
ed by himfelf. 'The figure is friking,
and there is the gracefulnefs of Guido in

the air of the head.—A holy family by
3 » Guido; |
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Guido; the Virgin's attitude too much
firained, and falfe in the drawing; 'the
little Jefus finely done.—Rape of the Sa-
bines, by Jacopo Baflano: fome of the wo=-
~mens heads have great expreflion, and the
faces handfome.—Its pendant, by the fame
mafter; the fubje&, a woman whipping a
Cupid out of a tinker’s fhop. Here Baf-
- fano had an opportunityfo reprefent all
forts of brafs and copper kitchen uten-
fils, in- which he excels.—~A Saint Se-
baftian thot to death with arrows, by Cig-
niani ; a faultlefs piGure, but the fubjcd: is
too fhocking to dwell upon.—Alfo a Saint
Andrew crucified, by Efpagnolet. This
great mafter has here difplayed that grand
manner and vigour of colouring for which -
he is fo juftly famous.—The Queen’s ca-
binet de toilette, which is a cube of 30 feet,
is entirely wainfcoted with japan : either
it never was fine of the fort, or elfe it
is fpoil’d, ‘for the varnifh is almoft gone,
_and the grain is coarfe. There is a jar of

' old
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old japan, which is the fineft morfel I ever
faw.. In another cabinet are twelve jars of
japan china, black and gold, of exquifite
.heauty, and of great value; prefented by
the King of Portugal to the King of Sare
" dinia. In the Queen’s bed-chamber are
two very tall filver ewers, I fhould think
about three feet high, finely wrought in
bés relief; the handlcs are formed by twe
g,uanch almqﬁ 1o 1hc ntop, ftretch out their
tongues to drink out of th

extremely well- execpt_ed, Thls QA ;if
hung with crimfon-velvet, and laced with
gOM: the bed the fame.-~In a fmall cham-
ber of .andience, ftands a clock of very cu-
rions workmanthip ; - it is of gold, apd in
the fhape of a Chinefe temple. As well
-as 1 recolled, it is about fixteen inghes

high: it flands on a table. :
A {ma]l cabinet which leads to one ﬂdl
,lefp; they are covered with curiqus .woods
 iolaid, ivory and mother of pearl: the lats
’ . . ter
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ter is engraved, but indifferently done,

Here are fome thelves of books; my curio-
fity urged me to open twoor three, amongit
which [ -found the Female SpeQator tranf-
lated from -the Englith ; a book entitled a
Monitor for Bogereigns, doubled down and
marked in feveral places. On one fide is a
little oratorre, with a fine pi@ure of a Ma-
dona by Carlo Maratti.~I think I forgot
to mention the four elements by Albani,
which are in the King’s bed-dhamber, and
which are perfe@ in colouring and defign.
This mafter’s -works always pleafe—In
another chamber is an Annunciation, very

large, by Gentilefchi. The virgin is more

natural then beautiful; the modefty and
confufion of an exceeding young perfon
is the charaeriftic of her figure; the
angel ‘is kneeling to her: the colouring is
gay and freth flooking—; an&, upon the
whdle, ‘it is a very good piture,—~Oppofite

is a ‘St. Frangoife by Guercino, who has

made as much of his fubje& as it admits
' of.

L - et m—
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of. The furbafe of the fame room is pret-
* tily painted, by a Piedmontoife painter, af-
ter the Flemith manner. The angles of
the coved ceiling are formed by four
great fhells of fingular beauty.—In a fmall
cabinet are four childrens heads by Scu-
doni;- they are touched freely, but not
highly finithed.—A virgin and a little Je-
fus by Pietro Perugino, Raffaello’s mafter.
All the remains of this painter are more
curious than perfe&; he had but one man-~
‘ner, and that fo ftiff and fo flat that his
piGtures can never be miftaken for thofe of
-another : - his women are always red-haired ;
their drapery almoft totally without folds,
and generally black, or very dark-coloured,
the face broad, fair, infipid, and almoft al~
ways viewed in front; the teint of the
fkin a light vermilion. He wanted a fuf-
ficient knowledge in painting to give thofe
beautiful demiteints that are conftantly
found in nature, and that the great Raffael
~ fo well underftood, and fo amazingly imi-
sated.
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tated,~A weeping Magdalene, very homely,
by Rubens,—~In a gabinet, highly orna-
mented with glafs, and beautiful gilt foliage,
are 3 vaft number of miniatures ; all por-
traits, Thefe piGures are difperfed in fuch
a manner, -amongft the glafs and foliage,
as to have a fingular and very pretty ef-
fe&. They are incomparably well ex-
ecuted, on ivory; nene hatched, all dotted,
.and bear the examination of the higheft
magnifying- gla(s. They are painted by
one man, named Carameli, 2 Monk; his
own piGture is amongft them.. Inftead of
ufing a camel’s-hair pencil, which is (I be~
lieve) univerfal in miniature painting, this
man dotted all his piGtures with the fea-
thers plucked from woodcocks’ wings *; and
inftead gf finifhing as he went on, he be-
gan them almoft all together, and worked

*® 1 owe this piece of intelligence, which I intend to try,
to the Marquis de Barbian, one of the gentlemen of the cham-
ber. He fays, no hair-pencil can be breught to the point

that thefe feathers have natarally, Carmeli took thirty years
to finifh them. He had never learnt,

VoL. I, I vat
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ateach every day, till they were all compleat-
ed. Amongft many remarkable portraits,
that of Sir Thomas More is much admired.—
The Galerie de Guerre contains many battle-
pieces, reprefenting viQories gained by the’
late, the prefent King, and Prince Eugene;
- in which, as you may fuppofe, the French
are every where worfted; running away
in many places, and in others begging their
 lives on their knees. All round this gal-~
lery forming a row juft above the {urbafe;:
is a fine colletion of Flemith pitures, by
the beft mafters; fuch as Teniers, Wover--
mans, Brughels T, and others whofe names
I have forgot. There is one little Berg-
hem, which is excellent, reprefenting a
landfcape with the fun fetting ; and a very
fmall one by Calf, of a citron peelad : two
fmall Peter-nefs : a woman with a flower-.
pot and a cage, by Gerard Douw. 'The
4+ This mafter’s peculiarity of colouring refembles often,

in refpe -of his blue and green, the paintings on old
china. o '

high
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high finifhing and neatnefs of this mafter
is wonderful.—Two portraits on copper, the
mafter forgot. One teprefents a man, the
other a woman, and feem to be brother and
fifter; they are remarkably well done, in
their proper drefles ; the point ruff of the
lady, her auburn hair, and a fillet of pearls,
are fo extremely well imitated, that one
can fcarce forbear touching them, to be
convinced they are not real . In
other rooms I remarked two admirable
flower-pieces by Vanhufen ; a Scalken, re-
prefenting a Magdalene by candle-light;
I think fuperior to one I faw of the fame
mafter at Windfor-caftle; and, as well as
I can remember, I think it is a dupli-
cate of that pi¢ture. But of all the Fle-
mith piGtures moft admired in this col-
le&tion, one by Gerard Douw, called /a
Hydropique, has juftly the preference ;
as it has all the perfettions of the

t All the Flemith pictures were added to this colletion by
Prince Eugene.

1a Flemith

’
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Flemi(h fchool. This pi&ure appears with-
out fide, like a cupboard; it is fhut in
- by two doars, on which is painted by
Gerard Douw, an ewer and a papkin, When
thefe doars are apened, the pi&ture appeara
with mare ¢clat from its having been con-
cealed. It reprefents the infide of a room;
the clasr obfcure has a beautiful effect 3 the
room is lighted by an ox-¢yo placed over a
window, and by the light procceding from
3 fire in the chimney, which is admirably
thrown on the furniture and other objects.
The principal figure is a phyfician, who is
_ flanding on the fore-ground, and holds wp
a phial to the light, which he looks at very
attentively ; he is drefled in a prodigious
fine lilac-coloured fattin night-gown; the
dropfical woman is very fine alfo, in white
fattin ; her daughter’s drefs is not ne-
gleGted; fhe is on her knees near her mo-
ther, and holds one of her hands in hers.
There is great tendernefs exprefled in the
countenance of the daughter; and her at-

| titude
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titude is eafy and natiral: the mother
looks exceedingly ill indeed. A waiting=
maid who is adminiftering a potion to the
fick lady, has a ftupid indifference in her
manner, that forms a good contraft to the
filial piety and attention in the daughter,
This picture is too highly finithed; the
fattin, lace, embroidery, &c. done too well:
this caufes a hardnefs of out-line in many
places, which is augmented by an extraordi-
fiary attention to the finithing feveral pieces
of furniture in the room. In fhort, there
are many fketchés, by Italian mafters, I
thould prefer to this, had I my choicet it
really is, rathér a cutious, than a capital
pi®ture. One wonders more 4t the extreme
patien¢e and laborious difpofition of the
painter, than at the fuperlative merit of the
piece.—There are {o many {mall cabinets,
ar clofets, that I had forgot two of -them 3
onte it painted in compartments, by Charles
Vanloo- the fubje@s taken from Taflo’s
Jerufalem Delivered, and are all well done;

13 | the
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the colouring tender and gay. The other
cabinet is entirely of looking-glafs, ceiling
and fides, which are highly ornamented
and gilt—Thereare two {mall rooms which
are keptlocked by the King’s order, Monn
fieur Groffo Cavallo is alone trufted with
the keys; and very great is the diﬂicixlty
of gaining the entrance of thefe myfterious
cabinets: decency is the pretext: a fight
of thefe piGtures (as fuppofed by the King)
may be of dangerous confequence to young
people.. If he locked them up from the
Princes and Princefles only, the manner of
their being brought up is -fo particular in
fome refpe@s, that I fhould think he had
reafon. He does not permit willingly the
Duke:of Savby{ * 'to fee an opera, although:
he is near forty years old, left it fhould cor-
rupthim; The Kings of Sardinia have been
exceedingly odd in their old age. When
young, they are remarkably debauched;
when old, all dewots, and torment their fa-
milies and court with etsquette, and the

* Now King of Sardinia,
moft
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" moft fidiculous prudery.—But to return to
- the coxiteqts of thefe dangerous cabinets.
One contains nothing but the chafteft repre-
fentations; fuch as a Saint Jerome of Mi-
chael Angelo, much blackened by time,
otherwife worthy of that great mafter. A
boly family and a Saint Jerome in the fame
piGure: the little Jefus is capital ; the moft
amiable {mile, and a moft angelic expreflion
in the countenance. This picture is by Bal-
tazar Peroufi ou de Siema. 'Two original
portraits; one of Petrarc, the other of
his beloved Laura *, by Brongino, a famous
painter
® Pafling through Avignon in Auguft 1771, they fhew;d ,
us in one of their churches a tomb which is allowed to have
been that of Laura. In the coffin which it contained, was
found, about 30 years fince, a roll of parchment, inclofed in

a fimall leaden box, with the following copy of verfes, in Pe-
trarc’s own hand, from which I have tranfcribed them :

Qui ripofan qui cafti, e felici offa

Di quell’ alma gentile, efola interra,
Afpro, e dur faflo hor ben teco hai fotterra
El vero’ honor, 1a fama, ebelta Scofla ;
Morte ha del verde Lauro fvelta, e Scoffa
Frefca radice, e il premio di mia guerra
Di quattro luttri e piu, fe ancor non erra

14 Mie
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painter of that day. Her fort of beauty
would never have captivated me, had I been
Petrarc; firft, her hair is red, her eye«
brows extremely narrow and exa&, forms
ing a flat arch; her eyes fmall, her nofe &
little hooked, and rifing too high in the
middle, her mouth not very {mall, and lips
like two fcarlet threads, a very faint coe
lour in the cheeks, the contoxr of the face
more fquare than oval, her countenancé
more demure than engaging ; her head i§
“covered with a kind of caul which fits clofe,
and is of gold net, with pearls and precious
flones faltened on in lozenges ; this caul

Mio penfier trifto, et il Chinde it poca foffa ;

Felice Piauta in Borgo de Avignone

Nacqbe, e mori, e qui con elia giace

La penna, el ftil, Pinchioftro, e la regione ;

O delicati membri, o viva face!

Che ancor me cuoci, e ftruggi ; in ginnocchione

Cialcun preghl il fignor te accepti in pace,

05CXO0,

Morta bellezza indarno fi fofpxra;
Le alma beata in ciel vivra in etérno;
guga il prefente, ¢ il fusur fecol privi
"una tal Luce, ed io digli occhii ¢ il Tempo.
confines
é —
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confines her hair, excepting a border or
roll which is left all round clofe to her face.
Her gown, which I imagine was intended
to imitate embroidery of that day, looks
now like a piece of an old Turkey-carpet ;
it is without plaits. Two rows of large
pearls, intermixed with rubies and eme-
ralds, hang loofe about her neck. I give
you this detail of her drefs as it was
probably the fathion of her day, and I
fuppofe was efteemed extremely becoming.
Asfor Petrarc, he is exceedingly ugly indeed,
but has a very fenfible black and yellow face.
A Virgin, an Infant Jefus, and a St. John,
an angel defcending with a great quantity
of flowers ; the little Jefus grafps at a white
rofe. There is a fine glow of colouring.
and frefhnefs, as if lately finifhed, although
by Dionyfius Caloari, Guido’s firft mafler;
its date 1579." It is in its original frame,.
which is of filver, clumfily wrought.——
A Holy Family, and a St. Jerome in the
fame piece, by Andrea del Sarto. The co-
' ‘ louring



[ 122 ]
louring of this antique painter is very re-
markable ; he was fatisfied with fpreading
over all the fleth a foft carnation ; but never
introduced, in his thadowing, the teints of
violet, yellow, nor even pea-green, which
has fo fine an effe& in the complexion of
young and fair perfons. The eyes of all
his figures are black, like a fpot made, with
charcoal ; nor is there in any of them, the
white fpeck, fo neceflary and .now fo univer-
fal in the worft pi¢tures. Notwithftanding,
the works of this mafter have a peculiar foft-
nefs, and fo much eafe and gracefulnefs, that
they are univerfally admired, and his faults

paffed over.——A picture, mentioned by
‘Lalande thus: ¢ Parm: les tableaux qui
doivent le plus exciter la curiofité des con-
noiffeurs, il y a un Prétre confe/ant unc bonne
Jemme, & un Penstent qui attend, &c. On
dit qusl ‘gll\de P Efpagnolet.” - Pardonnez
mof, Monfienr, on ne dit pas telle chofe 2
Furin.” This pi¢ture is by no means in
high eftimation, nor does it merit fo to be.-

8 It
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It is cold and infipid; even its fubjec does
not prevent its being totally uninterefting.
A grotefque painter might have made
a fatyrical repréfen_ta’tion of - the :above
groupe ; but Efpagnolet had no turn. that
way ; and probably, had he been abfurd
enough to - have attempted to .turhinto
ridicule any part  of . their religion, he
would have been in that day thruft into
the. inquifition  for ~his wit, -and his pic-
ture burnt by -the hands ‘of the execu- '
tioner, - I.do -not know where Monf. La-
lande learnt it was fuppofed to-have been
painted by Efpagriolet. - Monf. Groflo Ca-
vallo, upon my inquiring particularly for
this piGure (from the account given of
it by Lalande) difcovered fome furprize;
for till then,  he had been fo obliging as
to exprefs himfelf in terms-the moft- flat-
tering to me, upon the juftnefs of my ob-
fervations, &-¢. on moft of the piGures; but
I was too vain of the good opinion of
Groffo Cavallo, to let him remain in an
- error,
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error, and upon my producing my autho-
ritj, he fmiled, fhrugged his fhoulders,
and faid, That Monf. d‘e Lalande paflfed
~but a very few days at Turin; that
he had but flightly run over the pics
tures in the palace; and that it was fuffi-
cient for an Italian to diflike a piQure; -to
give it perfectior in the eyes of a French+
man; adding, il faut laiffée canste & jasée
lss Meffenrs Frangoss——1I fear your mos-
defly begins to be alarmed; as I am now
arrived at the indecent ¢olle&ion. The firft
objefts that ftrike one’s eye on entering,
are our firft parents, in their birth~day
fuits. As Adam and Eve were not born, I
thould have faid (with more precifion) in
puris naturalibus. Very indifferently done.
~—One of Ovid’s metamorphofes, repre-
fenting Selmacis and Hermaphroditus.
Poorly executed ; their limbs appear lame,
the proportions are {0 ill preferved.—Three
Venufes, by Guido. One as juft {prung
from the fea ; the other two in fupine pof-

‘ tuges.
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tures. They are as large as life. One
is finely dope ; the face, neck, and fhoul-
ders, perfectly beautiful : the reft of their
perfons, we may fuppofe, were as full of
merit as might be expetted, heing the pro-
ducion of fo great a mafter; but thatis
left to the imagination, the good old King
having caufed all thefe Venufes to be cut
in two, and from the breat downward
burnt, by his order.—A fketch in lite,
by Carreggio, from his large pi¢ture of lo.
" Perfet of its kind, and univerfally admired
by all connoifleurs, excepting Monf. La-
lande, who believes it a bad copy.——A
Cleopatra, by Guida, large as life, applying
the afp to her bofom. Much faded; but
the air of the head, very graceful.—A
Diana and A&eon, author unknown. The
figure of the goddefs is graceful, and beau-
tiful in every refpe@, both as to the truth
of the anatomy, and the juftnefs of the co-
louring ; the bubbles and circles formed

by the water are furprifingly well imitated;
| her
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het foot arid part of her leg ‘appears
through the bath, and is firiely done; her
face betrays a tumult of different paffions ;
her dignity offended, her indignation and
rage, gathered into a ftorm, feem ready
to burft on the too prefumptuous A&eon,
who is fwimming towards her with all his
might.—A Venus and a thepherd, in little,
by Wanderwerf. This'piGture might pafs
for a Diana and Endimion. The fhepherd
is reclined in a {léeping pofture ; the Venus
is moft exquifitely finithed, her counte-
nance, her attitude, and her colouring is
. charming; her face and figure animated
only by the fofteft paffions. She feems to
approach - (with the moft tender anxiety)
the fhepherd, whofe doubtful repofe is
finely exprefled. This delicate colouring,
and exceflive high finifh, is to be met with'’
in no painter of his country in the fame:
degree, as in Wanderwerf. His painting
is fmooth as ivory, and is not varnifhed.
His dark thadows have been: objected to;

' ' but
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but they give a foftnefs that no piGure
which is highly finithed with a very ftrong
oppofition of clair obfcure can ever attain.:
A Medea gathering fimples by night.
This pi¢ture pleafed me much, ‘but, by
fome miftake in the notes I took, I omitted
the painter’s name.—A portrait of a Lady,-
by Titian ; and of a man who is offering
her a chain.of ‘gold.” Tt is but indifferently
done, t,hough,aifertcd to be the work of fo
famous a mafter. It wants charaer, pre-

cifién, and fails even in colouring.—Three
Graces ; much- fpoiled by damp, or acci-
den_t.'—-‘Six paintings, or rather fketches, by
Raphael, on wood. They reprefent facri- -
fices and proceflions ; but have been fo
much injured and abufed, that were it not
for the enthufiaftic admiration that every
performance of this greateft of painters ex-
cites in all lovers of the art, one fhould be -
at a lofs to difcover the genius and native ’
touch of Raphael in thefe paintings. How-
ever, le Comte de Groffo Cavalla looks upon

' them
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them as of ineftimable value; he fays they
were found amongft rubbifh in the Vati-
can, and prefers them to any piGure in the
palace.——Three fine Etrufcan vafes, of -
delicate texture, with human figures, in
two colours.—Two Mofaic piGures; oné
reprefents Mofes, This manner of paint-
ing is wonderfully curious ; it is a compo~
fition of coloured glafs. You fay, you
know that alrcady; but as this ftyle of
painting is peculiar to Rome, it is reafon-
able to forbear giving my opinion of it un-
til I fhall have reached that famous city,
where I thall be able to form a better judg-
ment of this fpecies of painting, and be
lefs liable to fpeak of what I do not under-
ftand. o R

The Theatre, the chapel of the Saint
Suaire, &¢. I muft defer mentioning parti=
cularly to another opportunity. Mean
time, I hope you are not tired by this
long letter ; but why this to you. * * #
Iam, &,

P.S.
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- P.S. Hurried as I am, I muft add, that
I think there is too much gilding and
carving in this palace; it abounds fo much
in every apartment, that the eye tires of .
it It is remarkable, that in this colle&tion
of piQtures, there is no Raphael, except
thofe defaced .fketches I mentioned ; but
one Titian, and that not good; a fingle
portrait by Michael Angelo; one Scal-
ken ; and not one of Salvator Rofa, nor
Correggio. ‘ o

LETTER X

| Turin, O&. 20th,

INDING you doat upon long letters,

I am determined not to fpare you, for

I fhall endeavour to crowd into this all I
have to fay on the fubje@ of Turin and its.
environs. In my laft, 1 had not quite goné
through the palace, not having made men~
tion of the Library nor the Theatre; the
former is faid to contain curious manu-
- Vor. L. K fcripts,
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- feripts, but we could not fee them, an ex-

cufe being made, that fome perfon was

~ out of the way who had them in charge.

Plans of all the battles of Prince Eugene
are preferved here. There is little elfe re-
markable in this Library. They fhew a
moveable ftaircafe, which is neatly made,
but is very common in all good libraries in
England.

- As to the Theatre, it is ftrikingly mag-
nificent, and fo far {uperior to any theatre
I ever faw before, that at firft fight I could

not believe it admitted of criticifm. Not-

withftanding, I am at prefent convinced of
the juftnefs of Cochin’s obfervations, which
are fo clear as to render every reader a
competent-judge of its. proportions, &c. if
endued with the fmalleft- degree of tafte,
or the moft fuperficial knowledge in ar-
chite@ture, Iicould with with all my heart,
to fee a theatre at London. but half as
well built; and would willingly com=

. pound for all the fanlts Cacliin. may- juftly;

- difcover.
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difcovér. The form is that of aft egg cut
acrofs. Thereare {ix rows of boxes; which
are narrow in front; but vety convenient
within; and hold eight perfonis with eafe *;
The King’s: box is in the fecond row, and
fronts the flage;. it is 30 feet wide, Paris
meafure, and the back part is covered with
looking-glafs, which refle@s the flage, fo
that thofe who happen to have their backs
turned tothe a&res; being either converfing,.
or at play, may fee the performance int
the glaffess Thefe glaffes form a parti-
tion, which can be moved whenever they
c¢hoofe: to- enlarge the box, there being a
room behind. The very great breadth of
the ftage produces a- moft noble effe&. The
profeenium meafures forty-five Paris feet,.
[this. meafutement I took from Cochin) he:
does not give the extent of. the flage be-

* The Italians play at cards; receive vifits, and take all
forts of refrefhments in their boxes; theyrefemblelittle rooms,
rather than boxes at a theatre, There are no benches, but.

what is much more convenient, chairs, which are moved.
sbout at pleafure.

K g hind
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Hird the coulifes ; the depth of the ftage
105, beyond which they can add a paved
court of 24 feet*. A gentle rifing con-
trived at the fides, by which may be in-
troduced triumphal cars, for great procef-
fions, horfes, ¢&c. They can alfo throw a
draw-bridge acrofs when the fcene requires
it, and have a contrivance for letting in
water, {o as to prefent a jet d'eau of 30 feet
high. Sixty horfes at a time have been
brought upon the ftage, and have manceu-
vred with eafe in reprefentations of battles.
The orcheftra is fo curioufly conftruted, as,
by having a place left underneath, which is
concave and femicircular, to augment the
found of the inftruments very confiderably.
. I am forry that, as it is not now the time
of the carnival, we have no chance of be-
ing prefent at an opera, there being none,
performed in this theatre, but during that

* We meafured it ourfelves, and found it thus, according

to Englith meafore: ftage g6 feet broad, including 36 feet
behind the couliffé s, and 126 deep.

2 | {eafon,
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feafon, when they reprefent the ferious
opera. 'The only theatre now open is that
of Carignan, which though called {mall
here, 1is, | aflure you, by no means defpi-
cable. Here they give only operas boujfon
at this time of the year; I fhall have oc-
cafion to fay more upon this fubje& before
I quit Turin,

That part of the palace * of the Duke
of Savoy which is modern, is fronted, in the
moft ornamental manner, by Philip Juvara
~ (the reft of the building being old); it is
the fineft morfel of architeture at Turin.
The Corinthian pillars, with their enta-
blature, terminated by a fine balluftrade,
upon which are placed ftatues, vafes, &e.
make a firiking appearance. But the
ftair-cafe is what they admire here fo
much, as to aflert it to be the fineft in the

world ; it is double, and unites at top,

* This palace is now called that of the Prince of Pied-
mont, as he occupies it at prefent ; for the Duke of Savoy
has apartments in the King’s palace,

K3 from

Palace of
the Prince
of Pied-
mont.
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from whence you enter the great faloon,
Cochin remarks very juftly thus, ¢ Cet
¢fcalicr eff en general fort bequ, quoique Pan
trouve que la cage qui Ienferme, foif trop
etrait pour fa langf:m.", il y a des details fort
ingenieufeinent decorés, & d’autre de mau-
wais gait, & d’une architelture trop tour-
mentée, &c. The apartments are well
furpifhed, and would appear much more
grand and confiderable than they do, was
;it not for the ftair-cafe, the noble appear-
ance of which feems to promife to con-
du@ you to a more magnificent fuite of
rooms.—Another great palace grows on
to that of the King’s, which is called,
The Academy. The Manége is very large,
and finely vaulted; the apartments neat,
and fit for the purpofes for which they
- are defigned.—I believe did not mention
to you the gallery in the King’s palace,
'whevre the archives are kept. Thefe ar-
chives are arranged with fuch method,
that, although they are extremely volumi-

L | nous,
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-nous, the King can, at a moment, turn to
the population, extent, and produions of
the {malleft fubdivifion of his hereditary
dominions, or of thofe acquired by him at

the conclufion of the war in 1744, com-

monly called, Les pais conquis ; their pre-
fent and paft revenue, at, or for any given
period within the two laft centuries, by
the day, week, or year; its capability of
bearing a further increafe of taxes, in cafes
of neceflity ; the value, and cafual increafe,

or decreafe, of its different branches of ma-

mifa&ures, as well as to the number of
militia, and of recruits, which it can yield
upon any emergency. |
The Table Ifiaque is one of the moft
celebrated Egyptian antiques in all Italy.
This flab or table is of copper; it is covered
all over with hieroglyphicks. The princi-

pal figure is an Ifis, fitting ; (he has a kind’

of hawk on her head, and the horns of a

Table
Ifiaque.

bull. Many and various are the conjece -

tures formed by the learned in regard to the
K4 meaning

o
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meaning of the figuresuponthetable. Some
have imagined, they could prove it to be a
. compafs ; others, a perpetual calendar; and
not a few have pretended to find in it prin-
ciples of philofophy and politicks ; while,
more ingenious ftill,> fome have aflerted
that it contains a complete body of theo-
logy. After what I have faid, you cannot
expet from me an opinion upon this fubje&.
I am not impertinent enough to, pretend I
difcovered any thing more, than a ftrange
chaos of men, women, ugly 4bir’ds, and
other animals, frightfully delineated, by
ftraight lines fometimes fpringing all from
a point, like rays, then fuddenly turn-
ing into angular figures, formed by filver
incrufted into copper. It is evident that
much filver has been taken out of this
table, as the grooves remain. Notwith-
flanding the feeming confufion of the
'repref‘cnta;tions, the filver lines are very
“neat, and extremely well inferted ‘into the
copper.—~Monf, Groffo Cavallo gave him-
: felf



&

[ o137 ]

felf a great deal of trouble to procure me a
very learned performance on the fubject of
this famous monument of antiquity, which

frankly confefs I returned it foon after;
for, either want of capacity or tafte, it tired
me to death, but did not inform me.

The chapel of the Saint Suaire is cu-
rious, from its fingular conftruion ; it'is
quite round, Thirty pillars of black marble,
highly polithed ; their capitals and bafes,
of gilt bronze, fupport fix great arches,
which ferve as windows; thefe have niches
between them, ornamented with pillars of
the fame marble, The cupola, which ter-
minates the whole, has a very furprifing
effect; being formed by a great number of
hexagonal figures in black marble, which
are fo contrived as to admit the light: they
are placed, one over the other, in fuch man-
ner as to produce many triangular iights (if
I may be allowed the expreflion, for it is

yeally very difficult to defcribe), Through

thefe

he borrowed from a friend of his. ButI -

Chapel of
the St.
Suaire,




[ 138 ]

‘thefe openmngs appears, at the top of
 all, a crownh of marble in ‘the form of
a flar, which feems fufpended in air;
fupportéd by part of ‘its rays. The fides
- of the chapel are all incrufted with the
fame fort of marble. The pavement is
grey, with feveral ftars of bronze in-
ferted into it. In the middle rifes a lofty
altar; upon which is placed, in a very
high glafs-cafe, a cafket of {ilver wrought,
and highly ornamented with gold and pre-~
cious ftones, in which is inclofed, as they
pretend, the Sainte Suaire, or winding-fheet
4n which the body of our Saviour was
wrapped up by Jofeph of Arimathea. This
precious relic is very rarely exhibited to the
people. Above the cafket a group of An-
gels fuftain a beautiful crofs of rock-cryftal,
furrounded by gilt rays. At the four cor-
ners of the altar hang very large. filver
lamps; as do alfo feveral others between
the columns. ‘Thefe lamps are always
kept burning, The fort of " uncertain

’ day




[ 139 |
day that reigns here, is calculated to im-
prefs the mind with holy hormror. The
reflexion of the flames of the lamps en
the high polithed black marble, contrafied
with the doubtful light admitted from the
cupola, where nothing meets the eye but
black and gold, firikes the mind af the
fpetator with a fort of momentary enthu-
fiafm, that wesk perfons might miftake for
devotion. This chapel is built on to the
cathedral; theeatrance of which is through
a great arch, fupported by very large Co-
rinthian pillars, fluted. Here the Kingoften
goes to hear mafs; and they reckon this
chapel particelarly well comftructed for

mudic, |
St. Phihppe de Ner: is eftecmed one
of the moft beautiful thurches in Turin.
In it is a fnc piQure of Solimene, re-
prefenting the faint in extaly before the
Virgin, furconnded with angels; but the
‘rolouring is too grey, and the light too
Part_igl ; I mentioned to you before the
faults

St, Philip
de Neri.
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- faults of this mafter. ‘This church is or-~

- namented with feveral pillars of marble,

which I think are enriched in a bad tafte,

- with garlands of flowers and foliage of gilt
“bronze wreathed round the fhafts. The

altar is in a fine ftyle of archite®ure, and
has a noble effet, when feen from its pro-

- per point of view.

Cabinet *
of infcrip-
tions and
antiques.

TheCabinet of Infcriptions and Antiques,
which I hear contains many curiofities, I
fear I fhall not have in my power to give
you any account of ; for Monfieur Bartols,
who has the care of this colle@ion, is not
at Turin, nor is expeted to return before

- our departure. I am very forry for it;

but there is no remedy. I have been told
alfo, that the cielings of the palace of Ca-
rignan are very finely painted; but as the
Princefs of Carignan is lying in, there is

" no poffibility of being admitted to fee

them. I am furprifed that neither Cochin
nor Laland make mention of thefe cielings.

" 'The
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- 'The Church of St.Chriftine is in the Place
St. Carlo, which is a very fine fquare,
well built, with porticoes all round. The
fronts of the houfes are uniform, and
richly decorated. This church is a great
ornament to the fquare; the front-is of
hewn ftone, ornamented with pillars and
flatues. The infide is remarkable for two
ftatues ; one of St. Therefe, the other of
St. Chriftine. They are the work of a
Frenchman, one Le Gros. That of St.

Charch of
St. Chrif- -
tine.

- Therefe is the beft; but her extacy bor- \

ders on diftraGion; and the tearing open
her bofem to thew her heart to God, is a
firange extravagant idea of Monficur Le
Gros, which I do not think has fucceeded.
" Becaufe thefe ftatues are the produce of a
Frenchman, Laland does not fail to expa=
tiate on the merits of the {culptor.

A church dedicated to St. Charles Bara-
meé, is famous for containing a miraculous
virgin. Her chapel is almoft covered with
votive pxé’cures, fettmg forth all the mi~

racles

Church of
St.Charles
Baromee.
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racles this image has performed whilft at
Turin: a8 wretchedly done as the fubjeQs
ae falfes There are here fome good

marble ornaments. ,

S},‘“{;‘;ﬁ‘ The church of S§t. Therefe; the great
re. . altaris very high, and is ornamented by
~ two rows-of twifted pillars, with ftatues of
matble; the latter very indifferent. Here
ima piGure, remarkable for its fingularity
- of compeofition.,, The infant Jefus, in the
atitude of a-Cupid, ia drawing a bow to

- pierce withe an arrow the heart of Saimt
Therefa; who faints away; and: is received
into the arms of feveral: angels, who: are
very. conveniently. found ready to receive
her. The Virgin and St. Jofeph- are ad-
miring and obferving upon the addrefs of
~ the little Jefus, who expreffes an archnefs
in his countenance; extremely ill-placed by
the painter on fo facred a fubje&. A copy
of this piGure would' be a fine prefent for
the Moravian chapel at B——. In this

church is a pretty- cliapel, built by order

. of
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of the late Queen Chriffine foanne de Heffe
Reinsfeld.  Six marble pillars fuftain a gile
cupola, ornamented with glafles, which are
difpofed in fuch amanner as makes you ima-
gine the fun always. fhines into the chapel.
In the middle is a ftatue of St. Jofeph,
who holds the infant Jefus, and who ap-
pears-in a kind of glory, borne upon. clouds
by angels. The whole is-executed in whits
alabafter, and is ingenioudly enough con-
firucted; the fupports of the figures not
appearing fo as to hurt the eye™®.

The Arfenal appears more like a palace
than a place to keep arms in. ‘There are
only two fides of the fquare as yet com-
pleted. The proportions of the architec-

* I believe I have not.mentianed the.dome, ip the charch o}'
the Carmes, rendéred famous by being the depofitory of a
miragulous picture, of the Vitgin. This deme is paiated by
the fame man who has decorated the theatre for the grand
opera. He has reprefented a round  dance of Cupids, ca~
pesing and anlng,abqatthanrgm, who is ftanding.in. the
middle dandling the little Jefus in her arms. The painter
was fo- penetrated: with ideas- of  the: opesa, that. he-could
ngt. ayoid transfemng a ballet-of: Cuwdg ingo; the Iol:mn LCY

prefentation of the celeftial Paradife.
: 1 ture

Arfenal.
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ture pleafe the eye at firft fight. This
building will bear the firi¢teft examina-
tion. A noble fimplicity, the fource of
true elegance, reigns throughout. There
is no inconfiftency to be found here. There
is a propriety and juftnefs in every part cal- -
culated for the ufe to which it is affigned.
Here are two great rooms, the roofs vaulted
and bomb-proof, fupported by ftrong brick
pillars ; each of thefe rooms are about 100
yards long by 30 wide. Round each pillar
are frames of wood, in which the arms
are placed; mufkets, with their bayonets,
placed in fuch a manner as to refemble an
organ, was it made in a circular form.
There are about an hundred mufkets round -
each pillar; they are quite covered with
red flannel bound with yellow; fo that they
appear like tents. All thefe covers are to rife
at the fame moment, by the means of pul-
leys pra&tifed in the vaults of the cieling.
* Between each pillar are placed fuits of ar-
mour of different fathions; fome of them
| finely

-
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finely wrought and gilt, which belonged
to the anceftors of the prefent King. To
the wrifts of fome of the fuits of armour
arefaftened weapons that make onetremble;
fome refemble a flail, the handle ebony;
at the end of which is faftened, by two
fmall iron chains, another length, of about
two feet and an half, and feems by its
weight to be filled with lead: it is gar-
nifhed round with iron fpikes. Here aré
mary other ‘inftruments of death of old
time equally deftru@ive and cruel. No
nation but the Englifh .is permitted to fee
the citadel ; but they are nevér refufed upon
a proper application. As it affords nei-
ther piGtures, ftatues, nor other curiofities
of that kind, and having been told there is
4 great qtantity of gun-powder and ball °
in the fouterreins, you may be fure I have
not explored them. M has been there,
and has feen every thing above ground and

below; if you fhould be curicus in regard
. Vor. L. L to
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to its pregnability or impregnability, &c.
you mutft apply to him for information. :

Turin is-about a league in circumfe=
rence; has four beautiful gates, and rame
parts all round, which are very pleafant
to walk upon, and from which - the pro~
{pe@s are very agreeable. Almoft all the
fireets are quite ftraight *, and finely built;
the fronts of the houfes uniform ; and what
adds greatly to its magnificent appearance
is, that every fireet is terminated by- fome
agreeable object; either a church, fome or~
namental building, or the rampért planted .
with fine trees. The beft ftreet is the Rae
de Poj; it has open porticoes on each fide,
which are ornamental; as well as uféful for
foot-people, . The fituation of Mr, Le——’g
Houfe is delightful, and conmands a very
fine profpe@; it is almoft clofe to the ram-
part.

* The King is conftantly improving thé town; fo that in
a fhort time every fireet muft be perfectly ftraight, mor will
there be a houfe that advances beyond anotlier.

I now
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-1 now come to the environs of Turm' Valentin,

and, firft, thall begin with the airing-place,
or Corfo, called the Valentin: you enter up-
oh an avenue, formed by four rows of lofty
trees, condu@ing to the palace, which is
at the end, and fituated upon the borders of
the Po. 'There are alfo other avenues, one
of which leads to the church called the Ser<
wites. ‘The Royal Family, and almoftevery
body at Turin who are not bed-rid, lying-
in, or dying, appear upon thefe avenues
every day, from the hours of five or fix
until feven, when they change their ground
to another avenue at fome diftance from

thefe, and very near the citadel. This .

they lexve at eight for the theatre, or fome
private affembly. Thofé who cannot afford
to keep equipages 4re here on foot; and
let the weather be fine or rainy, the coaches
never fail to come. The Royal Family
make a noble appearance, particularly the
coach of the Dutchefs of Savoy, which is

L2 very

or Cor f0q
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very fine: fhe drives with eight horfes and
a .confiderable cortege, conﬁﬁing of her
ladies, pages, d. in other coaches ; all con-
du@ed with the utmoft dignity and tran-
quillity.  The young Princes frequently
alight and walk, and the Princefles fome-
times amufe themfelves with walking in
the garden of the palaceof Valentin, The
coaches are extremely good here.in gene-
ral, and fome fo well painted, as might
merit approbation . even at Paris. . The
ground between thefe avenues is neatly
kept, and the King. is cndeavoprn_lg to
iyring it to a mathematical plane, by level-
ling fome very gentle {wells, which would
be thought ornamental in England.

. The Galley Slaves work here at prefent,
and draw, themfelvcs, the carts of earth;
work, no freeman could be brought toper- -
form. Thefe Slaves are fent once a-year from

"Turin to their Galleys at Nice ; till wh1ch

tlme they are lodfred in ‘the c;tadel “and
2 - * employed

«
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employed in fome public works, of which
there are always fufficient for more culprits
than the town and country furnithes.

The Palace Valentin is in a ruinous con-
dition ; it contains many bad pictures,
and but two that are tolerable; one re-
prefents é.MagdaIen expiring in the arms
of angels. There is great merit in the
angel that fuftains one of her arms. ~ The
‘other reprefents Romulus and Remus fuck-
ing the wolf, who exprefles an amiable
chara&er in her countenance, and feems to
try to aflume all the gentlenefs that her
ferocious nature can admit of. I do not
know the authors of thefe pictures; the
palace being fo much negleQed, that it is
not thought worthy of a Ciceroni to fhew
it. Here is a fine faloon, a double cube of

Palace
Valentin.

thirty feet, painted all round with the battles

of Philibert: very indifferent. We faw three
groups fculptured in ivory and cyprefs-

Sculptur-
ed groyp.
)

wood, which never decays; a prefent

from the Emperor to the King of Sardinia.
Ls Oane
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One reprefents the judgment of Solomon,
and is finely done. The executioner,
about to divide the child, is the princi-
pal figure, has great boldnefs, and is near
three feet high. The fecond, Solomion
upon his throne; He is well executed,
as are the angels who bear his canopy.
And the other, which I like the beft, is the
Sacrifice of Taac: Abraham, Ifaac, and the
angel,'form fine contrafts to each other, by
the fculptor’s having ftrikingly exprefled
their different charaers. ‘The manner in
which the angel is fupported, who is de-
fcending, is fo extremely ingenious and
well-contrived, that I confidered it for fome
time before I could difcover the means by
which it was effected, All thefe figures
are ivory, and the clothing cyprefs-wood,

which has a good effe@. The gardens are
old-faﬂuoncd and contain a few. botanic

plants, which they fhew to firangers.
La Venerie is a country palace, ,mucb

‘admired by the Turinefe and the French,

for
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for the beauty of its architeCture, gardens,
drc. Both the one and the other are quite
“in the French tafte.—The road from Tu-
rin is planted with white mulberries. The
approach 1s through a wide ftreet, regularly
built, at the end of which is a large fort
of place, fthaped like an egg cut the long
way, or a concave half-oval, furrounded .
with a piazza; behind are buildings
for the King’s guards, and two churches, -
one oppofite the other: at the extremities
of this great court are two pillars of marble,
on the top of one is a virgin, and on
the other the angel Gabriel. Thefe fla-
tues are not remarkable. Probably they
are placed here only as being the infignia
of the higheft order of knighthood of
Piedmont, that of the Annunciation.
Through this oval place you enter into
the great court of the palace.” The build-
ing is not yet completed. Duke Charles
Emanuel the Second, about the middle of
the laft century, began it; and whatis cu-

L 4 . rious,
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rlous, he himfelf drew the plans. It is
built of brick, and highly ornamented with
balluftrades of . white marble before each
window, and one continued balluftrade all.
round the top of the walls, which crownsthe
'building.‘ The roofs are high and ugly,
like thofe of Verfailles. It thocked me to
" {ee bqautiful.whitc fculptured marble mar-
ried to brick. . The front altogether has a°
flat, unfinifhed, infipid appear'anc'e{ There -
are two pavillions, one at each end of the
building, in thefame tafte with the middle
part.  The entrance is by a .great hall,
as high as the building, where are fome
piGures by John Miel. Had they not been
mentioned in the manner they are, by Cor,
chin and Laland, they are (in my opinion)
fuch wretched daubs, that I fhould not
have taken the trouble to have looked at
them after the firft glance. They are fo
much fpoiled, that fome parts are effaced,
and in what remains, I own I could not
~ -difcover any kind of merit, The leaft

' frightful
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frightful are, a death of a ftag, and a re-
pofe after hunting. . Over thefe are a
great many equeftrian paintings, all por-
traits, chiefly women. Thefe Amazons
are drefled in the Spanith fafhion, and are
mounted upon prancing horfes. If ‘they
were not portraits, they would notbe worth
a moment’s.confideration ; but I fhall only
trouble you with two or three of them
as they reprefent people who have been
remarkable in the annals of this court:
and I believe they were all ftriking likeneffes,
if not caricatures, of their originals, The
picture of the Countefs de Sebaftian, who
was afterwards married to the late King, is
not fo handfome as I fhould have imagined
her to have been; fhe appears to be with
child. Another, of the famous Countefs of
Veriie ; not handfome neither, but piguant,
her nofe too long. Each lady is drawn as
for the chace; and as all their hats and
riding-drefles are much alike, they are di-
flinguithed by filk bridles to their horfes of

.t different
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different colours: this was really the order
of the late King, that he might be able to
diftinguifh them one from the other at alittle
diftance ®*. The men are alfo in hunting-
drefles, but with full-bottomed periwigs,
as large as thofe worn in the days of Charles
*the Second. Above thefe portraits, the
compartments in the cove are badly painfed
in frefco. Here are no fine apartments
“except the gallery, which is of great extent,
At each end is a faloon; their cielings are
domes fupported by pillars. There is neither
pi@ture, ftatue, nor gilding in this gallery ;
it is ftuccoed and whitened. We thought
the projetions of the different members of
the architeGure of the fides, and the archi-
traves of the windows, too ftrong and fa~
lient, even to heavinefs ; and that they havea
very crowded appearance when viewed from
onc end. In one of the apartments is a
table of /apis lgzuli, which appears to cons .
fift of feveral pieces, and is by no meanyg

* See Keyfler, for ahecdotes of thefe ladiee.
a fine



[ 155 1.

a fine thing. There is another table, com~
pofed of excellent morfels of lapis, ame~
thyft, and agate, 22 inches broad, and
3 feet 16 inches long. - In the apartment
of the Dutchefs of Savoy, is a cabinet de
toilette and a boudoir, all wainfcoted with
the fineft old japan (I fuppofe) in Europe.
Thefe pannels abound with the beautiful.,
green leaves and filver dragons, fo much.
admired by all connoiffeurs in japan; and
in the boudoir, the compartments reprefent
landfcapes, with ftags, and Indian warriors
on horfeback, in bas relicf, incrufted im
Pierre de Lar, which is exceedingly fine.
'Tl"he above pieces of japan were prefented
by Prince Eugene: to the Princefs Victoire,
from whom they came to the houle of Sa-
voy.—The chapel is famous for the beauty
and ingénuity‘of jts architeGure and pro-
portions; it is built in the fhape of a
Qreck crofs, and is terminated by a dome.
The coup. &e:l is firiking ; but there are
fome bad ftatues and other ornaments that
3 had
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had better have been left out.——A pic-
ture of Saint Eufebe *; I think the draw~
ing not faultlefs, and the colourihg’glaring
and tawdry. Cochin efteems it much, both
for the one and the other, which furprifes
me, and mchnes me to think, he had
taken his opinion from another, and had

‘not feen it himfelf.: Three rooms in this ,

palace are furnifhéd with portraits; one con-
tains the family of Savoy, anorher the
Imperial family, and' the third that of
England, from the Saxon line down to
Queen Anne: all vile copies. The por-

- trait of Elizabeth is greatly flattered ; fhe

appears to be about 18 years old, with the
fineft large black eyes and black hair, and
the beautiful complexion the French call ,
Brune clair, :

The Orangeric is much efteemed for jts

architeGture; it is §82 feet long, 51 broad,

and 4o high: the front is ornamented with
pillars of the Ionic order.—The Stables are

*® Cochin fays of St. Auguftin, but he is miftaken.
' alfo
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alfo very beautiful, and {feem to be to the full
as large as_the Orangeric; we were told thiey
contained two hundred horfes.—The Gar-
dens were laid out by a Frenchman; ane
would think .this good man had taken his
idea of planning gardens: from fome: of
Euclid’s problems. - ‘They are of great ex-
tent; the walks allifiraight, and cutting
‘each other .at right angles, . leaving fquare
plantations, or quarters of beech and brufh-
wood, which are frequently .interfe@ted by
narrow alleys, fo that they form triangular
figures,. hurting the eye by- their uniformi~
ty, &¢.. They told us, that in thefe copfes
are great plenty of pheafants, hares, and
chevreuls (rpe-bucks). As. all thefe right
lines produce what is-called ftars, his Va-
jefty amufes himfelf with chaffe a fufil.
Taking p;)& in the centre of the ftar, where.
mapy of thefe angles}xhgeting, he has great
charice for-good fport; -the piqueurs enter
the quarters, and drive out the game;- -who
croffing thg -alley, feek the oppofite ‘pro=

: blem ;

Gardens.
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lem § mean time the King lets fly at them,
and knocks them down at pleafure. ,

I walked till I was: ready to expire, in
order. to fee a {ylvan theatre. - You know
my paffion for thefe theatres # * % At laft
I'reached it; but my difappointment was
great indeced.  Never was any thing of its
kind fo ill attempted.” From hence we
were conducted to another foolith affair, a
labyrinth; in which is built a kind of
ﬁn’nmét—houfe‘, in order to overlook it;
and when the royal family are to be di-
verted at La Venerse, a fimple clown is fent
into the labyrinth, who in vain attempts
to get out; the turning and winding of the
walks, joined to the thicknefs of the hiedges;
making it almoft impoffible he fhould,
whilft the lookers en are hlghly afnufed
from the balconies.

We were ftruck’ (ftom their ﬁngula-s
tity) with the. terminations of many of
the viftas, formed by the gteat alléys or
wood walks, the mountains at & g’fédt dif«

' tance
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tance covered with fnow and glittering
in the fun; as alfo with a moft beautiful
wood of poplars, of a wonderful height,
and as ftraight as upright cyprefles ; they
" call them here (from their manner of grow-
ing) Pines of Pavia, but they are properly
{peaking poplats of that country. They
grow quite naturally, never having felt the
theers ; yet it is impoflible that any trees,
" however pruned and drefled, thould bear a
moreexat conical form than thefe do. What
is called here /e Bofquet de Charmille is pro-
digioufly admired ; it confifts of beech and
hornbeam, tortured into kinds of arbours,
to imitate open galleries, with pillars fup-
porting domes. I believe they are brought
to as great regularity, as branches. of -trecs
admit of ; but here Nature is totally ba~
nithed. You have feen fomething of the
fame kind at Marly, where there is a con-
tinuation of what they call, des Cabinets de

werdure ¥,
' About

® Lalande has the effvomteric to affert ﬁxefg gardens ta be
in the tafte of thoe at Richmond. I/ y a ux labyrinthe cari-
) . euxy
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- Aboit a fmall league from Turin, by the
fide of the road, grows a very large elm«
tree, beneath the fhadow of whofe fpread-
ing branches, the late King, when duke of

Savoy, held a council with Prince Eugene;

the Prince of Anhalt, and the Marquis dé
Prie; a Piedmontefe general, on the 5th of
September 1706, in which they determined
both upon the manner and attack of the

French lines, which took place the 7th of

the fame -month; in this famous a&ion the
French army was entirely routed, Marefchal
Marfin killed, and the ﬁege of Turm un-
medlately raifed.

Very near this elm-tree is a little Con=
vent of Capuchins, called-of Notre Dame de
Compagna. 1 fat in the carriage, whilft
M—— went into the convent, to fee
the Tomb of Marefchal Marfin ; he is in=
terred under the wall of a little chapel to
the left of the choir, without any-othet

eux, un mail, &5 des wafle picces de gazouille, ‘hll‘e' ﬁ».tpl.mte
tbampetr:, a peu prés comme aux _;ardm; de Ru'bmond pres de
Lmdm Vol i. p. 250

monument
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monument than 2 flab of black marble, in«
ferted into the wall, and neither ornaments,
arms, or atchievements; but there is an
infcription in Latin, which does honout to
the moderation of the vitors, who caufed
it to be placed over his tomb-ftone.

FERDINANDO DE MARSIN FRANCIZE MARESCALLO
SUPREMI GALLIO ORDINTS EQUITE TORQUATO
VALENCENARUM CUBRRNATOKI QUO IN LOQUO
qut gbris 1706 INTER SUORUM CLADEM
ET FUGAM VICTORIAM EXERCITUM VITAM AMISIT
ETERNUM IN HOC TUMYLO MONUMENTUM.

-In this Httle chrurch there is a picture, re~
prefenting the above-mentioned. council,
which was drawn the year after ; the tree is
extremely like what it s now, and the four
warriors are painted ander it on horfeback.

The next moft confidersble country
houfe (and which his Majefty is very fond
of } is Stapenige, a hunting palace, about
two leagues from Turin. The avenue that

leads to it is finely planted with two rows.

of very large trees, and it is {o ftraight that
Vo, I. M one

Stupenige
Palace, o
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 one fees the palace which terminates the
“vifta the whole way ; though I believe I
ought to impute this effe rather to its
" being placed upon an elevation *, which:
however is fcarce perceptible till you are
clofe upon the building, when the ground
fuddenly rifes. A coloffal flag, gilt, feems
as if bounding over the roof ; it has an ex-
. cellent effe&, and is finely proportioned,
appearing very .plainly even from the
commencement of the entrance of the ave-
nue. This palace is more habitable and
agreeable than /a Vemerie.- The front is’
- decorated with pillars of the Ionic order;
the wings are built femicircular, and are.
. terminated by two fquare pavilions, Al-
though the plan may admit of criticifm by
very knowing archite@s, yet its effe@ is
“mot at all unpleafing to the eye ; at leaft it
has not the bleak look of /a Venerie. - There
1s no antichamber nor veftibule; you enter
all at once into the great faloon, which is
in the center of the corps-de-logis. The .
| ' infide

!
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infide is fingularly ftriking ; it has the ap-
pearamnce of ~a' fine theatre, very fit for a
" mafqued ball; it is décorated and orna~
" mented with paintings in' frefco.  The
~plan is an oval, réund which: are four tri-
bunes, fupported by pilafters of the Ionic
ordér : it feems as if; behind thefe tribunes
there were galleries of confiderable extent,
with windows. at the end; but all this
feeming is a deception, and the falfe ‘orna-
ments, which are painted, agree with, and
continue the real cornices, frizes, &c. in
fuch manner that at firft fight onecannot
diftinguith the true from the falfe. There
is really great merit in this kind of paint-
ing, where itis properly employed, as it
fhews the force of, the art of perfpeive;
and that of light and fhade.. The cieling
reprefents Diana defcending in a triumphal
car, drawn by two white deer; Aurora
precedes her, and wakens her nymphs,
The colours are very lively and gay, and
although fome of the figures might have

: M 2 been
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been lighter, yet there is great vivacity in
their attitudes, and various preparations for
the chafe, The aerian perfpeQive is alfa
well obferved, the {ky appearing very lofty.
The cieling of ane of the falle galleries re~
prefents four 8ying nymphs hooting with
bow and arrow. Oppofite are four othen
winged nymphs who bave taken feveral
ved partridges in a net. This lafk is very
well executed, and the fubject fuccoeda
wonderfully well, though reprefented in
the cieling.—Thefe firefco paintings were
the joint work of two brothers, thctiana,l
named the Faleriani; one. painted the fi»
gures, the other the archite&ture. =~

" 'There are four doors, which condu
to as many apartments ; cight chimmeys;
and fix great windows, three on each fide s |
prefenting different viftas, - From one ap<
pears the avenue with Turin at the eand,
from the others are different views,
eéqually extenfive, of the foreft, feen
through the garden, and which has. a very
S - . " fine

5
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finé effe®. This faloed is covered with
eopper. ‘The cicling of the firt room of
the King’s apaftment rcprefents the facri« -
fice of Iphigenia, painted in freffo, by Crois
fati, The fabje@t is well teexwed ; there id
"a firong expreflion of grief in ohe of Iphis
getiia’s attendants, great dignity and refige
tidtion to het fate im the countenance of
the princefs, and the deepeft afflition in the
attitudd of Glytethmefira, whe appears at a
diftancé endéavouring to fuflain herfelf wpon
the bofom of Agamémmon, uadble to fup-
port the near approach of the fa¢rihcs. The
- figure the leaft intereRing (though the
moft a propos to prevent the impending
firoke from the uplified arm of the un-
feeling Prieft) is Diana, who looks as if
fhe did not recolle& why fhe came thero,
nor for what purpefe.

In the King's bed:chamnber, the c:clmg
is painted by Carlo Vanloo; the fubjed,
the repofe of Diana after the bath: the

compoﬁuon is very well ;, the attitudes and
M3 coun-
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.countenances of. the nymphs amiable. But
the principal. fault .is, too ftrong a refem-
blance =between the goddefs and her
nymphs : they might be all taken for fif
ters.—In the apartment of the Duke of
Savoy are ten pictures, in two colours, by
Alberoni ; they reprefent morfels of archi-
‘teGture, finely drawn .in perfpective. All
.the apartments are hung with flowered fat-
tin, very beautiful, and all manufa&ured at
Turin. 'The King himfelf furnifhes the
filk, and the manufa&unng of it does not
ftand him in more than three livres an ell,
~as we are credibly informed.. There is a
gallery in which, for uniformity, are a
row of tham windows, oppofite the real,
all the panes of which are of looking-glafs;
they open and ferve for doors to armoires,
or clofets, furnifhed with fhelves. We were
firuck with one of the rooms, the propor- ,
tions of which pleafe the eye furpnﬁng'ly, it
meafures 18 paces long; M

— ftept it, and
fays it is equal to 18 yards, or thereabout,
' ¢ - and
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and the width is 9; 16 feet high, not
including the cove, which may be 4 more.
The walls are painted, very indifferently,
by a Piedmontefe girl.—~In the Duke of
| Chablais’ apartment are feveral paintings in
cameo, well done, reprefenting Cupids-catch-
ing hares, and coupling dogs with garlands
of flowers, &. : the fubjeé of one of thefe
has merit on account of the thought; a Cu-
pid carefles a fawn, while feveral others are
endeavouring to keep off the dogs from tor-
menting it. Thefe are all done by a Turin
paih_tcr, named Rapoux.—Adjoining is a
fmall cabinet of about 16 feet fquare, the
cieling of which is coved with looking-
glafs, and fo neatly done, that the joinings
are not perceptible. By there being a great
number of pieccs, the company in the ca-
binet is multiplied and refleCted from the
fides of the cove, as you may imagine.
Wreaths of flowers are painted on the glafs,
to hide the feparations, which fucceed ex-
tremely well. The floors are of the
M 4 marble



[ 168' ]

marble of this country, compofed of many
different morfels, like fineered wood, and
have a good effe@t.————The flables are
" ecommodious, and large. The windows
are above the racks, and have green cur-
‘tains drawn clofe over them, which are
very ornamental, as well as convenient.
——The garden is in as bad a tafte as
that at Ja Vemerie. At the back front of
the palaee is a parterre 4 PAngloife, forme
. ing fcrolls, and various flourithes filled
. up with grey fand and brick-duft, but
no flowers. There is a kind of ill-kept
. grafs-plat, called here a Boulingrin, with
pavilions and cabinets de werdure on each
fide, ope leading inte the other, like
thofe at /s Fenerie. The only agreeable
circumftance attending thefe gardens is,
that you fee into the foreft through the
walks, This foreft is: divided into rid-
ings, but all formal; and here the King
and Royal family ufially hunt twice a

+
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week., As the weather is very fine, we
fhall feize the firft opportunity of fecing the
' royal chafe before we quit Turin.

Mont Callier, fituated upon the fide of a
mountain about a league from Stupenige,
is an old palace, very large, and capable of
being improved, fo as to be much fuperior
to any of the other country palaces. It
was here the late King was feized and
" made prifoner, (and not at Rivoli) about

Mont
Callier,

ane o'clock after midnight. The palace

- was furrounded by the guards, which was
fo {uddenly executed, that an officer with
four or five foldiers mounted up the flairs,
(baving ealily forced his way through the
fmall guard that attempted to oppofe his
paffage) into the King’s bed-chamber, be-
fore the leaft alarm could be given. The
King was in bed with the Comtefe de St.
Schaftienne. On their entering the room,
~ the King jumped out of bed, and being
fhewn the order for his comfinement,
made this reflection ‘aloud: Fe nawroit

Jjamais




[ 170 ]
Jjamais cru que mon fils cut eu tant d'efprit.
He was immediately conveyéd to the cha-
 teau of Rivoli, and foon after brought back
again to Mont Callier, where he died about
fix or feven years after. At the fame
time that he was made prifoner, Madame
de St. Sebaftiennc was conveyed to a con-
vent, and there fhut up for life. The room
in which the King was feized, was his bed-
chamber at his return, and in the fame fated
room he died. The fame furniture re-
mains in it, and fhews how fimply the
apartment of a King was furnithed in this
country a few years paft. The floor is of
brick, the walls white-wafthed, and hung
with a few wretched portraits; there is'one
of a woman, which is handfome; and has
wrote on the back Marchefe D’ Afiruzzi; T
fuppofe it was her name. The chairs are
covered with crimfon cut velvet; the win-
dow fhutters plain brown oak. "It is a
large fquare room ; the bed has been taken
away. I cannot but think the paffing the
remainder
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remainder of his dags in the very apart-
ment where his wife was torn from him,
and he himfelf deprived of his liberty, are
circumftances no way neceflary to the wel-
fare of the fate.

There are no other pi&tures in this palace
~ befides old family portraits, which are
hung up in the galleries, and look fo ter-
rific in their uncouth drefles and armour,
that I thould not like to be left alone with
them by candle-light. Some old doors fill
remain,. and are odd 'enough; they are
embroidered all over in gold and filver,
almoft black at prefent, but rich in quaint
devices and mottos. Two or three ftruck
my fancy, as pretty for their day ; name- -
ly, a tree burning, the motto Silere ot
~ari.  Over laurel wreaths—Fortem fponte
Jequor. One of the moft delightful pro-
fpe&ts (that imagination can paint) fhews
itfelf from the windows of this palace. You
look over a vaft tra& of country finely
wooded, ‘'with the river Po winding moft

Fo, fan— .



[ 7z ]

fantaftically in the valley, and btaanching
“out different ways, gives birth to a beauti«
ful ifland, finely clumped with majeftic
trees; many buildings difperfed in fuch
manner as they.had been placed on ptw~
pofe to ornament, not crowd the fcene ;
little hills clothed in vines, the plains
in the higheft cultivation, and the whole .
bounded by a chain of mountains covered
with fnow. :

His prefent Majefty never vifits Moaz
Callier. 'The Duke of Savoy who has a
very good tafte, is remarkably fond of this
place, and is making gardens above the
palace on the fides of the mountain, which
when completed will be more agreeable to
Nature, and confequently in a much truer

" . tafte than any of thofe about Turin.

~ 'This letter is already fuch 2 packet, that
1 donot know whether the polt-mafier may
not fend it to the prime minifter for ine
fpe@ion; for there is a fufpicion and & ‘
pohce reigns in this town that furpafies the

genius
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 genius of Serize. But more of this ano-
ther time; for the prefent, I will abfolutely
not .add aaother word, except to beg you
to abferve,. if till now I have not kept my
-promife ; and to tell me fincerely in your
neéxt, if 1 do not grow too circumftantial
and tirefome. Upon the flighteft hint I
will mend; meantime, believe me, as al-
ways, yours moft affeGtionately, &c.
My next leteer fhall pofitively be my laft
- from Turin.

. LEETTER X
Turia, Oftober the 24th.

S our time now draws near for quit-
a tihg Turin for Genoa, you muft not
expe to hear from me again till after
we have reached that city, and 1feize this
firft opportunity to conclude my obferva-

tions upon the environs of Turin. -
Upon the top of a very high mountain, a
league and a half from the town, ftands
’ the
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the magnificent church called Lz Superga ;
it- was built in confequence of a vow: made
by ViQor Amadeus, “that if viorious, he
would ere& a church wpon that [pot, from

- which, with'Prince Eugene, in the  year
~ 1706, during the fiege of Turin, he had ob-

ferved the order and operations of the ene-
mies troops-before the town. Accordingly
the French army being defeated, and ob-

- liged to raife the fiege, the building of this
chorch was begun in 1715, and ‘it -was

confecrated in 1731. The archite® made
choice of, was Philip Juvara; though it is
not faid he had incldded this: preference in
his vow. . .
The afcent to thls church is fo extremely
rapid and difficult even now, that it feems
to have been almoft impoffible for human
art and addrefs to ,haye;l):rought together

the materials here employed *, The front

prefents

® The mountain was in fhape like fugar-loaf, and the
crown, or upmoft top, reached as high as the pedeftals of the
pillars,
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prefents a fine portico, above which, to a
very great height, rifes a dome, crowned
by a cupola; on each fide is a fleeple,
finithed up to a point; the architeGture
of thefe fieeples might have been better,
they are too much flarved. - The en-
trance to the church:is noble, and the in-
fide very firiking ; it is quite round, and
richly ornamented with pillars of the Co-
rinthian order, of grey marble, four feet
and an half in diameter. The dome is
fuftained by eight Corinthian pillars of
the fame -fort of \marble *, partly ftraight,
and partly twifted. There is alfo a range
pillars, now above the firft gallery ; the fummit of the mbun-
tain has been cut off, and fpread out ata very great expence,
to form the level on which the church ,and convent are built,
- to the extent of -about an acre and a half; ‘more than 120

feet perpendicular height of rock and gravel muft have been
moved for this purpofe.

® Both Cochin and Lalande aﬂ'ert thefe pillars to be the
colour of Turkey flone, namely blue, I have no rcafon to
think Lalande ever faw this church, but rather that he copies
his account of it clofely from Cochin, - Cochin is alfo mif
taken in faying, the dome is fupported by red marble pillars,
which o0a the contrary are grey, .

9f
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of fhort pillars to fupport a heavy aukward
cornice. Certain red pillars in the dome
have a bad effe®t; they appear as thruft
againft the windows (but can in no man-
ner contribute td the fupport of the dome)
but thefe were forced upon the archite&
by the late King, for they were not in the
original plan. Thefe pillars had been in-
tended for a pavilion over the gateway of the
entrance to the Royal palace in Turin, ac-
cording tothe defign given in abook entitled,
Le Theatre de Piedmont ; but Vicor infifted
upon Juvara’s finding a place for them in
the Swperga. He alfo caufed fome of them
to be placed in the gallery at the Venerie
which leads to the chapel. This royal ob-
ftinacy and folly has done an irreparable
injury to'a very noble fruture. Over the
great entrance, within fide, and facing the
~ principal altar, is the following infcription,
in uncommonly large gilt letters:

VIR-
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. VIRGINIS GENETRICE
V{CTORIUS AMADEUS SARDINIZE REX
BELLO GALLICO VOVIT
"ET PULSIS HOSTIBUS FECIT DEDICAVITQUE.
On the infide of the church, within the
great door of entrance, is a white marble
flab, under which is a little vault, by
‘the architect deftined for his own burying-
place; but he died at Madrid, where he
was fent for by the King of Spain, to plan
a very great building, which, however, has
not been carried into execution. There
are many bas reliefs, which are much bet-
‘ter executed than Cochin will own; the
fubje@s of thofe beft done are by no means
flattering to the French. One of the moft
remarkable is a Jarge bas relief, the figures
as big as life, reprefenting the battle before
Turin; Marefchal Marfin dead, having a
thield grafped in his hand ; the Prince of
Anhault on horfeback, rufhing through the
French lines, fword in hand (he was the
firft who forced their lines) ; after him ap-

pears the Duke of Savoy, and a little be-
- Vor.L N hind
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hind him Prince Eugene. In the upper
part is feen the Virgin Mary in the clouds,
with the infant Jefus in her arms, and St.
Amadeus in a fupplicating pofture, befeech-
ing her interpofition and aid for the fuc-
cefs of his countryment. There is merit
in many of thefe figures, particularly in
Amadeus, whofe expreflion and attitude is
-noble, chara@eriftic, and firiking. Here
is a great profuﬁon of fine marble, the
walls being incrufted with it. Piedmont
affords a great variety; one fort, pecu-
liar to this country, is remarkably beau-
tiful ; being veined in fhades of brown
and yellow, like what is commonly called
‘in England Egyptian pebble: this takes
an exceeding high polith. Moft of the
mouldings and fmall' members of the ar~
chiteCture are of yellow marble, and come
from Verona; the red fort from Perfigi.

+ There are two other bas reliefs; one of which reprefents

the birth of the Virgin : another is a blafphemous reprefent-
ation of the Annunciation, '

~ They
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They .told us the plan of this church was
‘taken from thatof St.Agnes at Rome.. It
has feven chapels, including the choir ; at
the end of which is the great or mafter altar.
There is another {mall chapel, where is
conferved a miraculous image of the Vir=
gin*, which is carried in proceffion round
the church every year, the 8th day of
September, followed by the King andi
all the Royal Family ; that day. being the
anniverfary of the raifing the fiege of Tu<
rin. In this chapel repofes the body of
Vifor Amadeus: he is immured above
ground, until the magnificent vault which
is preparing fhall be ready to receive him., -
* I thould only tire you, was I to recount to you all the mi-
racles this poor old rotten log of an image has worked, nor
how many years fhe had been neglefted in a dark corner of
a wretched little chapel, which formerly was built on the top
of this mountain ; nor how often fhe has removed certain
flones from one place to another, which had been brought on
purpofe to baild her a church, &c. But as it was before this
yonderful image that Amadeus made his vow, the is now

gilt and painted, drefled in a fine gown of gold tiffue, and
adored by all the dewors at Turin,

N2 . On
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On our arrival here we were met by (ortte
of the Channoines, whofe convent is atthe
back of the church, They received us very .
politely, and invited us into the convent.
I was furprifed when I found I had the ho-
nout of being permitted to enter into”the
bed-chamber of oge of our kind hofts, who
very obligingly conducted us thither himfelf,
after he had fthewn us the church, &c.
and there regaled ns with fome very excel-
lent coffee, which I affure you was a moft
comfortable thing of a very cold day, and
in fo nipping and cager an air.as that one
is pierced withal on the top of this moun-
tain. This prieft’s converfation was very
agreeable, free from fuperftition, plainly
fhewed he knew the world, and had receiv-
‘ed a liberal education. The apartments of
the ‘Channoines are comfortably furnithed,
withdut any pretence to fhow, and are ex-
tremely neat and clean. The church is not
as yet near being finithed within fide, nor
do
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do I think it will be foon completed §. I
have not mentioned the dome ner cypola, to
the tep of which I was determined to attain.
We mounted 317 fteps, not including the
flight, which is confiderable, that leads
up to. the portice. All the rifers are ex-
tremely high, not lefs tham nine inchess
From the firft gallery, the church below
appears to great advantage. The wholeof
the flaircafe winds round a pillar, and is
fo extremely narrow, that but one perfon
can afcend it at 3 time: when you bave

4 Keyfler makes a great miftake, vol, b p. 250. where
he fays, ¢ Near the chaxch is a large quadrapgular firee-
ure, built for the convcmcncy of the Royal F3mily, when
any of them were difpofed to retire for private devo-
tion, and here tho King has feveryl timas pafied’ fomg wecks
in Lent.” Now the truth is, that the walls of the above
_spartment are not roefed, nor are they yat carried up
near high epaugh for that purpofe; mor has the late
King, the prefent, or any of the Rayal Family ever retired
hote for devotien, ner dver iy & night in tho convent,
or come here at all, excepting on the &b of Syptember, asI
mentioned before, The building’of the Superga has already
coft four millions of Piedmentefe livres, and there is fill much
temaining to-he done, - Tlhere are piches apd pedeftaks not
yet occupied, for more than fixty flatues, The cieling alfo
@ver the great altar i not paiated, ner organ gikt, &e. &e.

N3 | gained
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gained the dome,’ the roof - ‘bends; it may
be compared to the infide of an egg-thell,
fuppoﬁng a ﬁalrcafe pradtifed between' the
yolk of the cgg and the fhell. ' In fhert,
there 1is, -as it were, a double dome, ‘the
outward being a cover to the inward ; “and
it is between the two domes that the ftair=
g:afe is pradifed.  Nothing can bé ‘more
difagreeable than the going up this fRair-
cafe; it is neceffary to bend the body,
in conformity to the bending of the two
roofs. At laft one arrives at the cupola
.(which has windows round it, and fram
-whence the height appears prodigious, the
church below looking quite fmall): there
is a kind of perpendicular ladder to c,ondu'&
‘to the top of the building, where js a fmall
place leaded: at the top of the ladder ap-
pear two holes, like the mouths of porridge-
pots : pafs through thefe holes you muft, or
.not fee the profpec ; twice I attempted it,
"and twice drew back, but -the thll'd time
}fucceeded, and found myfelf once more

in
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in the open air, and the world far beneath
jme. A profpect of an amazing extent, be-.
‘yond what any eye can reach, ftretched it-
{elf out on all fides. When the wind fets
{o as to difperfe the clouds from that fide,
Milan appears in view; the rivers Po, Do-
‘ria, Ifturia, meandering along, form iflands
without number.. The variety of tints this
profpe@ prefents is wonderful ; the richelt
green pafturage in the valleys, hills clothed
with vines; mountains covered with fnow,
together with Turin and all its environs.
‘The valley towards Sufa is plainly to be dif-
cerned, and other plains and buildings to-
wards Milan,. the names of which I have
forgot.. The prefent King faid, upon view-
ing Turin from this place, “ It is well
ftrangers do.not fee Turin'for the firft time
from the top of the Superga, or“t'hey would
have but a mean opinion of my town t.”
: ' S It

# This King is always very curious to know what firangers
shigk of Tarin, &c, particulary the Englith, whom he con-
N 4 fiders
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It is remarkable how very inconfiderabla
Turin appears, although it cannot be above
two Englith miles diftant from this church
in a dire@ line. There is a library in the
convent, but we found nothing remarkable
in it, except a bufto in wax of the late King
{ViQor Amadeus] reported to be fo firiking
a likenefs, as to caufe thofe to ftart at the
fight of it, who have known him whey
alive. It was done by a monk, who had
never feen him but once; the fleth is'fo
natural, that in a certain point of vietw yoy
<an hardly believe it wax. 1did nat mén-
tion two piftures thewn us in the church;
they are very indiﬁ'ercnt;‘ one is by Riecy;
the otherby thg Chevalier Beaumont. The
late King would not permit the réad to be
' made commodious up to the Supcrga dunng

ﬁders as entitled to a double fhare of his confideration : for,

was the crown of Englmd hgfeduu-y, and the Stpzrts sliowed -
t.hat claim, he would follow next after them in the fucceflion,
From this’ pretence they here account for his panuhty to the

i.nghﬂt. ,
his
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Bis reign. . Probably his reafon was to dey
_montfirate to thofe who afcend it, the trouble
snd expence of conveying the materials
for the building. At prefent it is not too
good, nor is it as well as it might be, al-
ihgugh much has been done. The foil i3
s {iiff clay, which makes the afcending of
the mountain very fatiguing and trouble.
fome, S ~ .
- Lg .Vigne de la Rene is a little palace
wery near Turin on the other fide of the
Po; it is builton a hill, and formerly be-

La Vigne
dela
Reine Pa-
lace,

~ longed to Prince Thomas of 8Savey. The .

profpe& from it is very extenfive. The
eourfe of the Po is perceivable for three
leagues, as is that fine plain that extends
itfelf as far as Rivoli. . The entrance of
the palace is by a dopble flaircafe; the front
betﬁee_n the flights being ornamented with
a fountaip, miches, and pilafters of . Ruftic
archite@ure, The great faloon is in the
senter of the building, and divides the
apastments ; it is decorated with two or-

I o ders
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ders-of architeCture, one over the other; the
firft is Doric, the fecond Ionic. The.Dorie
fuftains four tribunes; the two largeft are
in relief, and the leffer two only painted:
The deception is fo very -firong, that it
is fcarce poffible to perfuade one’s felf
they are not real. Bome of the cielings
are well painted by Danieli; but the fub-
je&s are {o odd, that the effe& is more fur-
prifing than pleafing : they reprefent ftair-
. cafes, and people going up and down them:
Over the doors are pitures of Corade, a
difciple of Solimene; Cochin admires, them
more than they deferve. There are a few
pretty tables of tortoife-thell, and 'fpmé
ftools embroidered with knotting by the late
Queen. I affure you your work fa far ex-
ceeds this; that was you to fee this embroi-
dery fo much admired, -you 'would ha;ve, 4
goodopinion of yourown. The apartments
are hung, fome with India taffata, others
with painted linen. The gardens lie behind
the houfe, and are all laid out in terraces,

- on¢
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bae above the other, (on account of the.
-~ acclivity of the mountain) and crowned
at top by a httle wood, through which is
‘cut very pretty fcrpentmc walks, Was I
to live at Turin, T fhould with the King
to “prefent me ‘with this palace for my
willa; it admitsof being made too comfort-
able for the grandeur of royal people.
- Ithink I have mentioned every thing worth
feeing in Turin and its environs ; nothingre-
mnains but the RoyalChafe, which iscondu&-
‘ed as follows: At nineo’tlock in the morn-
‘ing, the company fets out from Stupenis;
the King, the Duke of 8avoy, and the Princes
of Piedmont are on horfeback ; the Dutchefs
of Bavoy, the Princeffes, and the]adxes in wait-
ing, all in poﬁ-chalfes with two wheels :
their horfes are poft-horfes, and they havc
“relays in d!ﬁ'erent parts of the foreﬁ ready
‘for a change; for as they are frequently
obliged to prefs the horfes, they employ
‘thofe of the pbf’t, rather than hurt the
“royal cattle, ~The chaifes ‘belong to thte
s court,
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court, and are all alike, rather plain than
otherwife, but neatly made, and as fit for
the purpofe of hunting as any carriages
can be. We hired a poft~chaife, and order-
ed relays in the ferefy, at the proper fations,
fo as not to mifs any of .the .fport. The
fetting out of the cavalcade is a fine fight;
the chaifes of the court precede each ather
according to etiquette. The Dutchefs. of
Savoy firft, the elder Princefles next, and
fo on; then .come the ambafladors and
foreign mmlﬁcrs, &e, ';hq livery of the
hunt is frarlet, richly laged with filver.
- Whoever is well-horn, (a gentleman inde-
pendent of trade, and of fome profeffions) |
what is called here, and in all thefe conne
tries, nobleffe, is permitted to ba of the
hunt, and, wearing the livery, may break-
. faft with the King at Stupenis. This far
your extends alfo to firangers. Gentlemen
of any country, properly acknowledged by
the ambafladar or envoy from their natiog,
may be admitted of the hunt, and are ca=

titled
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titled to partake of the royal breakfaft.
There are very fine ridings cut through the
forelt, which is plentifully ftocked with
game. The great number of pigmewrs
[huntfmen]  guards de chafes, Cre. with
the pay appearance of all the cavalcade,
upon a fine day, has, I believe, in appear-
aace, the advantage of any other chafe.
The {found of the French~horns was fo
often repeated by the echo, and fo mingled
with the cries of the hounds, that at laft

I began to be convinced {for you know I

am naturally no huatrefs) that there was
really harmony in-a pack of hounds, the
cries of men, and the winding of horns alk
ata time, Do you remember this beauniful
paflage in Titms Andronicus ? :
® The birds chaant melody on every buth,
* The fmake lies roHed in the cheerful fun,
“ Thegreen leaves quiver with the cooling wind,
¢ And make a checker’d thadow on the ground:
¢ Under their fweet fhade—let us fit, :
“ And whilft the babbling echo mocks the hounds;

' & Reply-
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« Replying fhrilly to the well-tun’d horns,
s As if a double hunt were heard at once,
. Lct us fitdown, ard mark their yelling nonfc.’f :

At length, after the flag had been feen herey
- "and been feen there, he thought proper to
fwim the Po; foon after which: he died?
but as' he made his exit at three or four
miles diftance from the Prineefles and las
dies, and as it is -abfolutely neceflary the
curée * thould be performed in their pres
fence, his dead body was brotight on'a ¢art
drawn by fix oxen, for which event the’
whole court, &¢. waited above -an hour.
His approach and atrival was’ announced
by a very fine concert of French-horns;
all the chaifes drawn up together," formed-
a kind of amphitheatre. The gehtlenien'“
of the court and hunt, who are on horfe=
back, alight, and during the curée converfe
with, and entertain the ladies ; and to give '

® The curéa is the laft ceremony of embowellmg the ﬁag,

rewarding the hounds, &ce &c.
. you
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you an ‘inftance of the great politenefs the:
court of Turin fhews to firangers, the
Dutchefs of Savoy was pleafed to do me
the honour to order the dogs and the ftag
to be brought near our chaife, and fent a
gentleman of the chamber (whom the oblig-
ingly chofe out from amongft the others,
on account of his fpeaking a little Englith)
with a very gracious compliment, and the
flag’s foot. .

All the Turinefe are polite; when the
Royal Family fets the example, it foon
becomes the fathion in. arbitrary govern-
ments. '

It is time to fay fomcthmg of ourfelves;
‘and our manner of living, & c. There is
no affembly at prefent, or open-houfe,. but
that of Madame de. St. Giles, who {ees com-
pany, and gives cards every evening, and
where all ftrangers, particularly Englith pro-
perlyintroduced, are extremely wellvrcp;iv{
ed.. They are fure to find at her haufe.the
firft people of the court, the foreign miniy

' fters,
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fters, and the beft company at Turin; but
were they not to enjoy any of thefe advan-
tages, the lady of the houfe is herfelf a fufs
ficient motive for defiring her acquaintance;
by her obliging manner fhe has the happy
art of making her houfe perfeQly agree~
able to everybody. That we are ina more
agrecable fociety than many others, at leaft
thofe who come here for a thort time, is very
true, but that is owing to a mere accident.
The recommendatary letters of the Cardi-
nsl de Choiffenl have the fecret of opening
many doors, that are difficult of accels to
people of much more confequence tham us,
who have not been poflefled of the fame
advantages. It is a moft agreeable. cir-
cumftance, that we have reafon to flatter
ourfelves that through our whole teur we
fhall more eafily attain to a general and
particular knowledge of the cuftoms and
manwers amongft the firft people of the
~ country {although our time is fo limited)
than we could hope to have done, perhaps,

by
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by a long reﬁdence, had we not the advan—

tage of the letters of recommendatlon thh.

which our friends have furm{hed us.—We

go frequently to the opera, which is very
good of its kind ; the famous Zarnperlm ls '
its chlef ornament, Although fhe has no
voieey, Or rather no great compafs, the
makes up for that deﬁcxency by an, excel-
lcnt manner ; fhe afts uncommonly Well
and has the advantage of a fine perfon. 1
heard fome anecdotes of her that will make
you laugh. She has, it feems, been much
admired in England * * #* * * %
#***%***0***‘
The danfeufes and aélrices come into the
boxes between the ads, and very refpe@-
fully demand permiffion to kifs the ladies’
hands. They are fometimes permitted to
fit down, and they endeavour to render
themfelves amufing, by retailing, with a
goad deal of archnefs,:bifloricttes in regard,
to their comrades, which are generilly
more or lefs diQated by private piqﬁe ox
G Vor. L o0 envy ;
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efvy; and do not fiil to be fufficiently
epigrammatic in little fpightful fallies.
Thieir converfation is confidered merely as

_an intetlude. None of their own fex ever

enter into their parties; and they are
for the greater pait reduced to a few old
general officers, whofe gallantry feldomy
quite forfakes them, and who give them
their proteQion, and fometites money ;
the purfe being a point of view thefe
rymphs feldon lofe fight of.

All the ‘Ambafladors and foreign mini-
fers entertain well and very frequently at
their refpe@tive houfes, proportionably to
their appointments ; but the Spanith am-
baﬂ'ador's table furpaffes all the others in

quartity ‘and quality, the King of Spain
having ordered the Comte D’ Ayguilar (the

(prcfcnt ambaffador from Spain) to exceed

in magmﬁcence all the others, without ex+

vccpnon ; and added, that the addmonal

expence was not td be his concern, let
the augmentation be what it might. Cone

3 fequently,
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féqiién'tfy; his table is too much loaded
with all the delicacies that can poffibly be
procured He has a vaft profuﬁon of plate,
ind a much greater number of fervants
than is neceffary Their own family con- *
fifts of the Comte and Comicffé; and an only
daught@t, who will be a prodlgxous fors
tunie. They have thewn s many civilities
and invited us thoft kindly to Madrid, The
#mbaffadres is in a declinitig ftate of health.
The French ambaffador lives very genteelly,
quite in the French ftyle; Madame de Chois’
Jeul is not here at prefent; he was fo kind
as to offer us an apartment in His botel, to
keep a table for us, and to provide us with
one of his own equipages, which we de-
chned but were not the lefs obliged to
him and the Cardinal, to whom we owe
the civilities fhewn us by his coufin
there are other little conveniencies, as the
key of his box at the theatre, which I
have only to fend for whenever I pleafe.
O3 S (3
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It i is not ncceﬂ'ary to add as I belxcvc I
mcnuoncd to you in one of my former
letters, that we have had no reafon to com-
plain of the E—— E 3. he has dore
'every thing that was right to do, and you

know that is all we defire; we had no re-
commcndatory fetters to him, for he was
not appointed when we left England. The
ambafladrefs of Vienna, Madame Caff-
Miller, has ‘the fineflt diamonds I ever {aw,
and in the greateft quantity ; fhe (for the
ambaffador is at this time abfent) entertains
frequently. All the foreign minifters, with
their wives, repair moft nights to her hotel,
WHere there is high play after fupper.—
The ladies of Turin are in general hand-
fome ; they bave the whiteft fkins I ever
faw, never wear rouge ; they drefs well,
and are ﬁngularly genteel in their un-
dreffes. - If they are gallant, they condu@®
themfelves' with the utmoft decency; and
‘here inconftancy is looked upon as the

' greateft
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greateft of crimes. Frienéﬁnips of twenty
and thirty years are not uncommonj at the
fame time, I do not affert there are no co-
quettes; but the court fets fo virtuous an
example, that the utmoft precaution and
circumfpe@ion is neceffary to thofe who .
have any thing to conceal ; for there are
fpies in almoft every houfe. In regard spis,
to ﬁr'angers,' they fearce utter a word
that is not told back again; and they
ought to be upon their guard how they
fpeak their fentiments, as it has often hap-
pened that, without any intention to in-
jure them, what they have faid in certain
companies has been mifreprefented to go-
vernment: for, unfortunately, fome people
here have learned juft Englith enough to
qualify them to ‘make capital miftakes,
when they relate fomething they have
heard an Englithman fay. There are cer-
tain licences in converfation that it is im-
poffible for a flranger to comprehend

03 | clearly;
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clearly ; even in French, ane is ‘nat fure
to be perfeily well underﬁood as well fop
thls reafon, as that the Turmefc xp general
fpeak French md:ﬁ'crent]y, and amongﬁ
themfelves converfe conflantly in Piedmon-
tefe ; which is fuch a wretched jargon,
that there never has been any baok printed
in it, nor can it be wrote grammapcally
——Tt is not true, that the churches a);e
fan&tuaries for robbers and murderers ; on
the contrary, they are no longer i m fafety
there, than whilft an order is procurmg
from the ArchblihOP, which arder is ngver
refufed, and then the foldiers’ ferze therq
and bring them to juftice. That the mo-
mentary afylum the churches ofFer them
1s not quite dnfcouraged may be accounted

for from various confiderations, =~ " '
The Police is fo frict here, as tq
prevent all riots of any confequencc in
the fireets ; for if three ‘or four perfons
pnly feem to converfe togethcr wnh ar-
‘dour,
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“dour, or fpeak louder than ordinary, the
Guet draws near, and if they pereeive any
thing myfterious in their manner, or that
they cannot give 8 very good account of
themfelves, they are frequently taken into
cuftody from the fufpicion they had occa-
fioned. The wine honfes are never free
from emiffaries from the Police. Thus,
plotting of every kind, whether againft
government or papticulars, mutiny_; rob-
bing, &¢. is in a great meafure prevented
by their vigilanece. No diforderly women
are permitte& to walk the ftreets. It is
not poffible any private affairs can pafs
in the family of an individual, which do
not fpeedily reach the ears of the King.
The laguais de place are generally here
(as in Paris) in the pay of the Police,
and inform them of all they can difco-
ver in regard to the ftrangers whom they
ferve,  Each aubergifie * makes two re~
turns every night of the ﬁrangérs lodged

_'\ "The hof of any public-houfe, inn, tavern, &Jc.
' O 4 with
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with them, theit nares, profcﬂions, coun=
try, &c.; and as far as they’ can ‘glefs, or

' learn from laquais de place; couriefs, pofi

tilions, or worturins, ‘where they laft came
from, their bufinefs at Turin, and their
future deftination. One of thefe inform-
ing papers is catried to the Commandant of
the town, the other to the Lieutenant de
police, by a perfon whofé bufinefs ‘it is to
call for the fame, nightly, at each auberge :
by ten of the clock-next mormng the Klng
has all thefe returns. They are particu-
larly watchful of French' travellers.—
The theatre is under great reftriGtions from
the police.  Before an opera:is te be per-

. formed, the King himfelf takes the pains

to read it over, and to erafe every kine that

- can admit of an indecent or double meane

ing (although I believe the Sericiis opera is
generally thought very decent). This at:
tention is particularly paid to the' théatre, |
on account of the morals of the Royal-fa-
mu]y. The King never gaes to the Comic
' opera,
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opera, nor permits any of his own family e
- go thither. The Princefs of Carignan only
frequents that theatre.—Alfo in.regard to
the dances, as the Italian tafte is mor¢ in-
clined to the grotefque than the ferious,
the danfeufes jump very high, and kick up
their heels in a more furprifing than grace-
ful manner; but if their attitudes happen
to become unguarded, they have a fharp re-
primand from the police. ‘The delicate
Zamperini, after her return from England,
exprefled too much licentioufnefs in her

a&ion and manner, fo;, which fhe had an -

immediate order from the Dutchefs of S—y,
to quit at once thofe airs; which Lz Sjg-
gora inflantly obeyed.—The black drawers
worn by the danfeufes have a very difguft-
ing appearance. ¥ & x %

. TheKing is thought to be the bcft cecono-
mlﬁ in the world. M had it from good
authority, that healways keeps by him, in
his ftrong box, nine hundred thoufand
Piedmontefe livres. Although the fum is

not

State -
conomys



[ 302 ]

not large, yet there are Princes of much
more confiderable revenues, who, after all
the current expences of the year, &c, are ‘
paid, do not find as much remaining to
difpofe of at pleafure .

There has been no Secretary of State for
many years paft. The poor old Chevalier
R—b~~i, Miniftre pour les affaires ctrangeres,
does all the bufinefs of that office, as well
as of his own, upon an appointment of
about:300 I, per annum (Englifh money) ;
nor has there been any Governor of Turin
for ten or twelve years paft, fince the de-
ceafe of the Marquis Tane, who was the
laft ; for the prefent Count Tane (who is
a very genteel and polite old gentleman) is
only” Commandant : formerly they were fe-
parate employments, but now, being com-
bined in one, they are lefs expenfive ta
government, ‘ | .

-+ M—— has been affured, that the K—g's revenue is not
lefs than 30 millions of Piedmontefe livres,

His
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His M— =y keeps in his own hands
the great farm, or plamat;on, of tobacco,
pear Tyrin, cox;ﬁﬁmg of above five hun-
dred acres, and by whicb he prqﬁts confi-
derably ; he has alfo very fine farms near
and at a diftance from the town, of which

he likewife reccives the immedjate profit,
The cayalry in time of peace are hut
in part mounted, half of each troop being
on foat; and though his eftablithment is
for feyenteen thoufand, he - has fcarce at
this time twelve thoufand men in array,
This faves him a great dea} of meney.
The pay of an Enfign is but 500 livres per
genum, a Captain'1209. There have been
four or five confiderable employments kept
vacant fqr fome years paﬁ, from no other
motive (a8 M——— has been aflured) than
that of ceconomy. Thereflill remains of the
debt contracted in the late war, 42 millions
and 3 half of Piedmontefe livres; for which
his Majefty pays annually 2 million and a
half intereft and expences, The conquefls,
: oF

Tmmo
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ar Paz.r conguis as they are here called, -ac-
corded to the K— by a former. -peace, m-
creafe his revenue about 2 millions and one
' i;uafte;, fo that they‘yi'eld him nea'rly fuffi--
cient to pay the intereft of his debt. Monf.
R—b—i fays, the. debt may be Ilqmdated
in time by parfimony, but the above in=
creafe of revenue will be permanent : he
alfo afferted, that the K— could arm, and
even maintain 50,000 men in txme of war;
which is doing more in proporuon to his
revenue, than can any other Prince in Eu-
rope. But it is doubtful whether or not
the above may be depended on, a8 M-—
- has been confidently affured, that it would
be with the utmoft dlﬂiculty fo great an
army could be maintained for even two
campaigns, by his Sardinian Majefty alone,
without the aid of foreign fubfidies.—The
taxes amount to nearly a fifth of the na-

tional income; that is, of the value of the
lands.

"The
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The K— s Table is plenuful but plaln‘
- yien'de trop recherchée ; every article being

King’s
Table,

furmfhed by purveyors I, at a moderate

rate_ which purveyors enjoy fome privi-
leges, as felling the furplus of the provi-
fions brought in'for the K—g [but not
drefled). What remains from the K—’s
table is ferved to the Lords and Ladies of
. the Bed-chamber in waiting, and from.

them. down to the Equerries, Pages, Office, :

the military Guard de corps, &rc. doc. 1
think the whole Royal family eat together,
and dine very early. )
Employments at the court of Turin
are efteemed rather as giving confidera-
tion, and precedence, than for their pecu-
niary value: the appointment is not fuffi-

~ cient to fupport the rank with any tolerable:

degree of decency. The equerrythip to the
P—ce of C——n, joined to a company of

1 Within a certain diftance round Tarin, the gam;-. i
Royal property ; and here it is the parveyors provide for the
K~"s table.

grenadiers

Employ-
ments.
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grenddiers in one of the regiments of gﬁahfs’;
yieldéd the gentleman who had them but
L. 150 Englith per annum:.  The Chevaiic’t
R—b—i, whom I menuoned before, has
ferved the K— with the utmoft fidelity full
forty years; his honeﬁy and honour is |
proved by his neceflitotis citcuthftances; fof;
would you believe it? although quite worn
out with age and infirmities, he walks on
foot, not being able to afford an equipage:
" The K— does not feem to relith the
marriage now upon the tapis, between his
eldelt grand-daughter and the Comtz de
P—s—c¢; he forefees, that if it takes place;
there will be no farther room for any ags
grandxzement of the houfe of S—v—y,;
particularly whilft the family compa, and
the prefent union of the houfes of Auftria
and Bourbon remain in force. Yet, if he
does not make the match, where can he
extend himfelf; neither on the fide of
Milan, Genea, nor France. In fhort, there
ftems little elfe for him to ‘do in good po=
llCYg
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licy, than to live in peace with the whole
world, and reft fatisfied with the new ad«

ditfonal acquifitions lately guaranteed to.

hifi. A courtier, {peakinf of the intended
marriage, faid, If it takes place, the houfe
of S——y will have nothing to do in fu~
ture, but to {it down quietly & plantée des

¢hotix : a ftate of inactivity little fuited to
the enterprifing fpirit and moderate poffef-

fions of this family.

The D— of §=—=y is alloweg 22,000
livrés per annism only for pocket-money (for
the K— pays the wages and maintenance of
all the fervants, horfes, &e. of all the R}

ance he lays out in beautifying the gar-

dens of Mont Callier.

‘The Jews pay heavy impofitions for per-
miffion-to trade ; they are obliged to wear
a badge to diftinguith them from other
people, 4 bit of yellow filk, faftened to one
of their button-holes, Many of them, con«
fcious of the difgrace of being thus marked,

‘ pay

R—-

houfehold
expences,

Jews,
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pay the K— an annual fine, to. be pers
mitted to wear it.out of fight.. ' -~ ..
No inhabitant canl rebuild or repair his.
houfe at Turin, but according to the great
general plan laid down for the improve-
ment of the town ;- either 'he muft con-
form to the plan, or fell to thofe who
will, .\ La ‘rue d¢ Dora Groffay which is
feen from:the palace, being narrow and
irregular, the K—, in order to forward

- his mtentmns, has .exempted the houfes |

Silk<

wormes

therein from bemg liable .te felzurc, oF

fale for debt. .This muft foon gnfwer the

end- propofed ; feveral houfes are already
begun to be rebuilt. Thus mauft this city
daily increafe in the beauty and pgopor-;
tion of its ftru@tures,——By ordinance, it
is prohibited to breed or keep filk-wormas
in the town, on account of their fmell
being noxious to health ; but great encou-

‘ragement is given for their increafe in the

country about Turin, where they thrive
prodigioufly. A good mulberry-tree will

let
- 8
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let from three to nine livres per annum ; fix
is a common price, when in a moderate
flate of perfeGtion or maturity. The
‘water meadows about Turin are fo en-
riched by their manner of dreffing, that
they yield three, and fometimes four
‘crops a- ye?r. No fubje& dares to .cut
down an elm-tree in Piedmont, with-
out the: King’s permiffion; that wood
‘being fcarce, and necefary for the carriages

of cannon ; and the King takes them for

that, and for other purpofes (they fay), pay-
ing for them but moderately.—The roads
are (no doubt) admirable near Turin; but
in England they can never be as good as
thofe under defpotic governments, privatc

property with us being facred and valuable -

by its fecurity ; once give up our liberty,
and we fhall have excellent ftraight roads ;
for the monarch may command his high-

Roads,

way to be carried through the bed-chamber -

-of any individual, fhould it happen to im-
pede his intention. ' .
Vor. L P The
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- The Contraband is well attended to here.
The K—’s own coach'is not exempted from
being fearched ; who then can ebjed to the
~y him~

ficers of the Douane ? : ,

No publxcanon is allowed of here: that
might -tend to give infight into the.reve= .
nues, government, or policy of this coun~
try; this caution excites curiofity, and ac-
counts for their being more inquired into
and fifted, than the affairs of. other coun-

tries, where there is lefs myflery. ‘There

- are now living, at the court of - Turin; three

Duelling.

men, who are particularly. eftéemed for
their abilities, but who are already advan~ °
ced in yéars; Comte Chiro, Grand Chanceln

lor, aged 705 Chevalier Riberti, alfo 703

and Comte Brea, about 5o.

Duels are not frequent; but when they
happen, they fight with ferocity, and an
obftinacy that thocks humanity. The ge-
ncral place of appointment is a little ifland,

formed
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formed by the Po, juft within what is
called the Port da Pu. It is'but fix months
fince a duel was fought there between two
very confiderable meh of this country } one
was left dead, the other died foon after of
his wounds # # = % %

Many of the xﬁédufa&ﬁ"re‘s‘ of Turin are
carriéd on for thc ng s dccount, 4s to-
bacco, falt, bottles, lead, fhot. All the
falt comes from Sardinia; ‘every head of
a famiiy is obliged to take eight pounds
yearly for éach individual of his family
who has paffed his 17th year, for each
cow or ox twp, for every hog four, at
four fols the pdund if he happens to want
more, he hads it at half that price. The
farmers here give their cattlé falt at cer-
tain feafons, which certainly fucceeds

éxtremely well, it being impoffible to fee

finer tattle of every kind than in this
country. The oxen and cows are al-
moft quite whité, fometimes they are

" Pa fhaded

King’s
Farms,



Salt-
fprings.

[ 212 T

.thaded with grey and brown in a moft
‘beautiful manner, and have remarkably
_pretty faces-with pencilled eye-brows,——
.There is fcarce a table at Turin where a
-foup made of veal, ferved with the boullic,

is not a conftant dith ; and frequently veal
repeated again at the fame repaft, in fome
other manner ; for it is a piece of policy

- here, to cry down the beef as unwholefome

(although as fine.as any in London), .in
order to perfuade the people to confume
the veal, the full-grown oxen being drove
to Genoa, where they yield a better price
than in the Turin ;ﬁarket;—Thcre are
fome falt-fprings in Savoy, of which the
K— has the entire profit; he difpofes of:
their whole produce to the Switzers. It is
much better than that of Sardinia, which
he fells to his own fubjects ; the other, by
being fold in Switzerland, prevents a con-
traband trade, and brings their money into

his own country ; and the falt of Sardinia’
' ftands
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ftands him in but one fol for ten pounds.
His bottles are very ill made, particularly
brittle, yet they are fold at eight fols each.
‘Notwithftanding all thefe littleneffes, the
‘peafants of Piedmont are rich and happy ;
they pay no dixiemes, vintiemes, nor taille,
as in France. They can afford to live plen-
tifully ; have cattle in abundance, as well
‘as implements of hufbandry, to carry on
‘their agriculture, and are well-dreffed in filk
les jours de féte, or holidays. The univerfal
ornament of their women is a necklace of
five or fix rows of gold beads, pretty large,
with a crofs, and ear-rings of the fame
metal, which generally coft them from
three to fix hundred livres of Piedmont,
and fometimes more. Every married pai-
Janne is decorated with thefe ornaments,

Peafants.

more or lefs expenfive, according to their

means.

" 'The Bourgeoifié are rich, and . very
well dreffed; the nobleffe never appear of
’ - P 3 their

Bv)ur-‘
geoific,
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their fociety, but are totally feparate from

‘them, let them be ever {o confiderable in

their trade, &c. The late King would

‘take nothing from the report of others,
- but examined all in perfon, from the moft
‘important tranfations of his firft fubjeis,

down to the minutize of the loweft peafants

who fupply the markets, in_ order to be

fatisfied how far _]u.(hce was done by thofe
entruﬁed with the execution of the laws,
and whether he was. himfelf impofed upon
by his own purveyors But the prefent
King pays more attention to his Nobles,
places much conﬁdeﬁce in the reports made
him by his Courtiers, and is confequently
lefs popular amongft the lower clafles of

, people than his father. However, he treads

in the fteps of his predeceflor, in one re-
fpe&, very clofely'._ “A mortal averfion to
what is called by connoyffeurs, le nud; as
three fine antique ftatues here bear witnefs,
an Adoms, a Satyr, and I thmk the third a

Hercules.
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Hercules. ~ The late King, as I mentioned
" to you before, had fhewed his fenfe of de-
eency at the expence of Guido’s Venufes.
Ubpon the arrival of the poft, the letters
are immediately carried to the minifters of
_flate, who open, read, and fend them back
to the poft-office, with permiffion for their
delivery to the foreign minifters and others
aceording to their addreflés. Nor does it
unfrequently happen that they are de~
tained until certain couriers are difpatclied
with letters of importance, which fometimes
occafions a delay of three or four hours.
The exprefs fent by the minifter muft ne-
ceffarily get the flart of the earlieft that can
be procured by any ambaffador or foreign
minifter ; particularly as no courier or other
perfon can have poft-horfes. without an
order from the commandant. Certainly
thefe may be deemed very polz’tz'céi mea-

fures, N
P4 | The

Precau-
tion as to
the poft-
office,
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Inquii-  The Inquifition is under excellent regu-
e lation; for the prefent King finding great
abufes had crept into this holy repofitory,,
fuch as the feizing and conveying away
people upon various trifling pretences, often
fuggefted by private pique and refentment;

and this holy office having been known to
employ its power to gallante purpofes: thefe.

and the like abufes have brought this court

into fuch abhorrence -with the King and
people, that no perfon can now be im-.
prifoned by order of the Inquifitors, until

the matter has been made known to his
Majefty ; upon which, one or more of the
Privy-counfellors are commiffioned to ex-
amine the prifoner in perfon; which done,

© they make their report to the King, and
the prifoner is never given up to the
mercy of the holy office, until the matte;:

has been thoroughly fifted to the bottom.

In the cafe of giving him up, the délinqt'jent,‘
muft have been provedguilty (almoft to con~

‘ | viQtion)
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viction) of blafphemy, or fome other hei-
nousoffence againft Heaven ; when even the
~degree of his punifhment muft be {pecified
to his Majefty. No man muft fuffer death
in the prifons of the Inquifition.. Thus,

fince the power of the holy fiends has been -

fo contra&ted by the King, and that they
have been forbid to meddle in any degree
with temporal matters, their dungeons are
almoft tenantlefs ; as people are grown too
wary in thefe days to expofe themfelves to
the fnares of Inquifitors, for any opinions

they may entertain in regard to matters of

faith. : :
The punithment of breaking upon the

wheel is quite new at Turin; it takes place-

Breaking

upon the
wheel.

this year, 1770, and never has been prac-.

tifed before in this country. :
The Order of St. Maurice exa&s four ge-
nerations of Nobility on each fide. By their
vow they devote themfelves particularly to
the Virgin Mary and the Pope; cannot

marry a fecond wife, nor a widow, without

a dif-

St. Mau«
rice, Or.
" der of.



['z18 ]

" a difpenfation frony the Holy Sce. - They

Monts
Ferrat,
nataral
curiofities,

are a charitable community, are rich, and
maintain a chureh and hofpital in this city,

Therc are mountains near Furin, known
by the name of Mants Ferratts. That moun-
tain called Littk Mont Ferratt abounds with
petrifadtions, cryflallizations, and other
natura) curiofities 3 -I have feen miithrooms
(fome very large) pefrified, whofe combs

were not the leaft injufed : their fubftance

is fparry when broke. * Sea-fhells, fea-fith,
&e. are found here alfo in great abundance,
although full thirty ‘leagues diftant from
the fea. At about eight leagues from Tu-

- rin, in theriver Dora, the peafants find gold.

very pure amongft the fands, which, when
refined, is equal in beauty and wvalue to
that of Sequins; but they do not' find
enough in a day to make it worth their
while to apply themfelves entirely to this

- refearchy as the price of their labour by

theday, for cultivating the ground, amounts
to more than the vahue of- the quantity of
gold
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gold they find. However, I recolleq,
that ip the road to Sufa, we chofe to walk -
down the mountain, and were met hy a
drove of mules loaded with fmgall cafks;
we afked the mule-drivers what they con- -
tained, who replied, mineralé; upon de~- |
manding an explanation, they faid it was
the muneralé that containcdy'the gold. I
fuppofe it was fand impregnated with the
ore; .but you can rarely obtain a fatisfac-
tory anfwer to any queﬁioh from this fort
of people. A natural brutality, mixed
with an unfurmountable conceit, is the
~ conftant companion of ignorance. Thefe
muleteers, whofe narrow minds and ideas
are contracted to the mere conveyance of
mineralé from the river Dora, on the
backs of their mules, to Turin, looked
upon us as monfters, becaufe we did not
comprehend their particular fenfe of mi=
neralé,: Men, by being much opprefled in
defpotic governments, or by being rendered
too poor, may become fo brutified as to feem
of as different a fpecies from many human

' / ' creatures,
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.creatures, asthe man-tiger from them. But
I forget, we muft have our trunks packed
up, for we go to-morrow, and I have taken
leave of every body a day fooner than I
thould otherwife have done, in order to
throw my notes and obfervations upon
paper as I could: fo excufe the want of or-
der; their conformity to truth, according
to the beft information I could procure,

‘pleads for them. Adieu; the evening pro- |

mifes a fine day to-morrow for our journey.

M- fends you vthe incloféd account
of the famous battle of the Affietta, of
which you have heard fo much, that you

may convince % % # ¥ % * #. To you
I need only fay that he is fatisfied of its
authenticity. You will fee from whom
he had his information. |

The famous aétion of the Affietta, the defeat
of theFrench army, and death qf its com-.
mander, the Count of Belleifle.

A little farther on, upon the Turin fide
of the Grand Croix, the mountain called
the
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the Affietta, prefents itfelf nearly at the
diftance of about two leagues upon your
-right, rendered famous by the entire
defeat of the French army, invading
the Sardinian territories, under the com-
mand of the Count de Belleifle, brother to
the Marefchal of that name, then at the
head of the French cabinet... Voltaire in
- particular, and other writers, having made
grofs miftakes, or wilful mifreprefentations
of this importang a&ion; I was glad of an
opportunity of procuring an exa& detail of
it, which I have juft had from the mouth of
an officer now of confiderable rank, both
in the military fervice and at the court of
his Sardinian Majefty,-who then command-
ed the firft grenadier company of the Pied-
montefe gdards; his relation has been
confirmed to me in all its circumftances
~ by the prefent governor of. Turin, who
fought at the head of the above regiment
upon that day. , : :
| 5 o - The
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- The French army commandéd by Bel=
leifle compofed forty~eight battalions, the
army of Piedmont thirteéen only, three G'er-'
man regiments in¢luded. The Sardinian
, ‘troops had takén ‘that ground 'gﬁout'tlirce ,
weeks before, and raifed in’ their front a
firong parapet of dry ftone-wall, whofe -
" outward face might bé about fihe'feet m
height, firengthened behind with earth
and fafcines, to 4 proportionate folidity
fupported with batteries and lined with
their infantry. Againft this work the
Frénch army advanced in: three columus:
The extentof the Piedmontefe lines was neat
two leagues ; 4they were obliged to take this
compafs to prevent the enemy from' wind«
ing round their flanks ; a confiderable ex=
tent of front for fo fmall a force. Belleifle’s
army formed three different attacks at the
fame moment, with their wonted vivacity,’
* to weaken and diftra¢t the enemy’s refift-
ance. 'The pext in command to Belleifle

2 S opened
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opendéd the adionm,.the ground wpod that
«quatter being equal asd praQticable, even
to the breaft-worky at tbe foot of wh:oh
hefell. . ... .. -

The regiment of Prednmatefe guards
oppofed to this attack, withheld their fire
until- the ehemy was within twenty-five
" paces of themx. Upoh the other two quar-
térs the French troops; obliged to ftruggle
with fharp and rude-aedivities, unprotedted
by cannion, were puthed back with 4 mife-
vable flaughtér,” No want of ammunition,
s has beon falfely afferted, prevailed in the
ariy of Piednivnts ner viws there a fingle
pallifador in theit camp, not upon their
works;  though Veltaire ‘maintsiny e -
woritrary, whe ought to have had -better
information, declaring that many 6f the
French foldiers, grievoufly wounded upon
the parapét, weré¢ feen attempting to teax
up the pallifadoes with their teeth. The
Count de Belleifle led on in perfon the fe-

cond
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cond general affault, -and was faced by the
Piedmontefe guards. Thefe received the
‘enemy as before,” with a clofe and effec-
tive fire, followed by vollies of ‘ftones,
:which increafed the mifchief of their fmall
-arms ; .but this was more particularly the
cafe at the other: twoattacks, where the
‘Piedmontefe  rolled [down huge fragments
of rocks upon their adyancing battalions,
.that had -been made faft with ropes to flakes
-placed within-fide their parapet-walls, which
-when tore up, or cut-away, let loofe their
‘charge upon the enemy, embarrafled in dan-
gerous-defiles or. firuggling. with: difficult
afcents, thereby forcing: their. ranks back,
one upon the other, and throwing the whole
into irreparable diforder.  It; is (Dot true
{(as has been aflerted) that Belleifle had at-
tempted to mount the parapet ; ‘1ior was 8
man of -his whole army, one fingle gre-
nadier excepted, feen .upon the top of it,
and he was inflantly fhot dead. | - )

The
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The French battalions moved on to the
third and fourth attacks without order,
courage or difcipline; tottering and ftum-
bling forwardslike men ftunned and blinded,
who knew not whither they were going,
nor what they were about; freth regiments
preffed forward to fupply freth flaughter,
Their oﬂicei!s, who were heard to exhort
and encourage their advancing, fuffered
prodigioufly in proportion to their numbers.
They had no cannon, no faicines, fand-bags,
ladders, or other implements neceflary for
fuch an attempt; a firange and unmilitary
overfight. Their firft attack was made
with great noife and tumult; hollowing
out to the Piedmontefe, that they fhould
be foon within their works; but never
made any other than a feeble, \diﬁna&edﬂ,
and ill-ﬁipported fire, from the death of
Belleifle (who fell about thirty yards from
the parapet, by a fhot through the breaft)
juft in that anxious moment whilft all
was in fufpenfe. In his pockets were
Vou. I Q found
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found plans and difpofitions for the af-
fault of Exiles and -other fortrefles of
big Sardinian Majefty, drawn by his chief
engineer ; alfo a letter to his miftrefs,
fealed and dire@ted, that no time might
be loft in acquainting her of his having
~entirely defeated the enemy, with great
rout and ﬂaugfxter, and obtained a com-
plete vittory. His pocket-book contained
alfo: feveral letters from that lady, full of ‘
pafion, tendernefs, and affeGtion; where-
in fhe advifes him to menage (to take care
of) himfelf” for the fake of - his brother,
his country, and herfelf. She appeared to
be a'married woman, and of the firft rank,
from the names, circumftances, and coferies
~ mentioned in her letters. This pocket-book,
which fell into the kands of the foldiery,
was applied for by letter from the French
. miniftry to the Sardinian court the year
following, and was confequently reftored. .
‘The Count of St. Sebaftian, Lieutenant-
colonel of the guards of Piedmont, received
| orders
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~ orders fromthe Count :de’ B— - (now
 Commandant of the citadel of Turin, then
at the head of the Sardinian army, whe,
from an eminence in the center of his lines,
faw preparations for the fecond attack, mak-
ing by Belleifle in perfon) to rejoin him in- -
ftantly, left his regiment and the troops with
him might be cut off, fhould the French
fucceed in piercing his works at any one
of the different attacks: but that galléné
officer refufed to obey, (forefeeing that his
giving way would only re-animate the ene-
| my’s hopes, and encourage a perfeverance
that might be attended with fatal confe-
quences to this little army) ftood his ground
like a good foldier, gave his orders with
temper and prefence of mind, and thereby
contributed in a great meafure to this moft
important viGtory. This brave man, who
rifked at once both life and reputation, by
‘difobeying the orders of his general, was
‘rewarded with a penfion of 504 Sterling

Q_s2 per
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per Anwum; fuch is. the prefent King’s
ecconomy.

LETTER XIL
/ Gambetta, Ofober 2gth,
HERE are we to Lie this night; the rear
fon we cannot reach Afti, and much
lefs Aleflandria, is, that this is the poft-road
(but it has been newly made, in order to
avoid a fteep mountain) and is extremely
bad at prefent; being one continued §augh,
_ﬁke parts of Gloucefterthire, for twenty
miles together, which we have been plough-
ing through for five hours; fo that, we
cannot get to Genoa until after to-mor=
row. Before we quitted Turin, we got
an order from Count Tane for the cambia-
tura, which it feems can convey us no further
than Aleflandria ; it is dear enough, theugh
a third cheaper than the poft; cofts us

by
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by ordinance eleven Piedmontefe livres fot |
five miles; that is, nine livres for fout
korfes, and a livre a-piece for the pofti-
lions; butit is cuftomary to give them
fomething more. From Aleffandria for-
ward, the expence of pofting is ten livres, .
* and thirty fols a-piece to each poftilion for
oae poRk. I have not mentioned the cou-
riet’s dudet, as that, as ufual, is charged over
and above. This has been a tirefome day’s
journey, affording no fort of entertainment.
Good-night. Our inn is as wretched as the
obfcurity of the place befpeaks. -

LETTER Xl
: Neovi; Oftobér 26th;
FTER almoft as dull a day’s journey
as yefterday, we have fafely reached
Novi, and are ftill thirty-two miles from
Genca. - We have been obliged to come by
crofs-roads, ‘the great road being rendered
impaffable by’ the heavy falls of rain' for
R Q3 fome
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fome days paft. " From Gambetta to Alef- '
fandri we drove through a deep fand the

~ whole way; but from this laft place hither,
the road has- been tolerably good. As to
the face of the country, I have nothmg
at all to fay in its favour.

ﬁf’“‘ - Aleflandria is a large ftraggling town,
and feems thinly inhabited. - We paffed
‘by one houfe, the architeGture of which is

"in a very good tafte. There is alfo a
theatre, but not worth feeing ; nor does
this town afford any thing to gratify the
curiofity of a traveller. It is fituated-on the
river Tanato. The country from thence
to this place is thickly covered with vines,
(corn growing between) which are not cul-
tivated and drefled with the fame care as
in Burgundy, the Orléanois, and moft parts

- of France.

RiverLs-  We crofled the river callcd Labor-mia in

bor-mia.

Bark,  -a bark, or rather upon a raft; for it is not
neceflary to get out of thé carriage. 'The
poftilions driye over plank§, till thty

have
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have ‘got the carriage on the raft, do
not give themfelves the trouble to get off
their horfes, and when arrived at the
other fide, they drive out again in the fame
manner. I forgot to tell you, that we pur-
chafed at Turin a four-wheeled carriage,
flout, and fit for our joﬁrney, with feveral
conveniencies belonging to it, for travel-
ling. .

- This town [Novi] is pretty confider-
able, the outfides of fome of the houfes,
which have been painted, feem, by what
remains, to have been tolerably executed.
The inn is not very bad. Curtains to beds
is a luxury unkndwn in this country, and
our hoft affures us we fhall find none at
Genoa. I in vain attempted to perfuade
him to nail up fomething by way of a cur-
~tain; but, unfortunately, he had a refpe&
. for the bed which he deftined us, that
nothing could prevail upon him to fore-
go. A great coat of arms adorning the
head-board, and which thewed it had be-

Q4 . longed

Norvi.
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longed to fome familia nobili, feemed to be
the caufe of his veneration. However, as
foon as he had left the room, I endeavoured
to turn the high and projeGing parts, the
coronets and fupporters, to fome ufe; for
the weather is very fharp, and there blows
a cold wind. You-would have laughed,
had you feen my curtains, compofed of
neck-handkerchiefs and pelices. However,
this contrivance was better than no cur-
tains. Adiey, till to-morrow evening,
when I hope we {hall have reached Genoa,

LETTER XIV.

Genoa, O&ober 27th,

' WE are fafely arrived, and lodged at

the poft-houfe, the beft inn at Ge-

noa, and very near the famous church of
the Annonciata. This day’s journey has
been fatiguing enough, although we got
here by dinner~time, and did not quit Novi
till about nine o’dock. Qur rpad has Jan
j entirely

kd
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eatirely amonglt mouatains. Moft of
them under clofe cultivation, particularly
about Gavi, a ftrong fortrefs of the Ge-
noefe, from whence there is a very fine
profpe&. The road lies under it, and the
defcent is extremely rapid; the town
ftands below the fortrefs. In the bottom
appears a torrent called Lemo; we pafl-
ed through the village now called Vol-
tagio, which was the ancient capital of a
people of Liguria, known formerly by the
appellation of Veituria. ‘This place is
twenty miles from Genoa, and fix from
the Buchetta; namely, from the fummit of
the Appenine. ‘The road over the Appe-
nine and the defcent is all paved. This

Gavi.

Voltagia.

great mouatain affords nothing entertain-

ing or beautiful. The pavement is ex-

ceedingly rough, in many places very ra-
pid, and the appearance of the mountain
on -all fides dreary and bleak: Having
pafled the Buclietta, we came to a village

called
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called Campomarone, from the great quanti-
ties of Spanith chefnut-trees which abound

~ here. It 1s fituated eight miles from Ge-

noa, and affords a tolerable inn, called Della
Rofa. Here the houfes are all covered. with

'ﬁatc,’ and the tables made of the fame

material, called /avagna, of which there
is a great quarry about twenty-five miles
diftant from Genoa. '

-+ About three miles from Genoa you are

abliged to traverfe a kind of valley, which
is in reality the bed of a river called
Polceverra. This bed is a moft difagree~
able morfel to contend with ; water finds its
way here and there, in’ many different
channels, which- form narrow rivers, ne-
ceflary to be crofled frequently: there is
no fixed road, the river changing its courfe
continually ; and when the waters are out,
travellers are obliged to wait for three or
four days, till they are fufficiently retired.
The whole furface is covered unequally
with loofe ftones and pebbles, and the jolts

and
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and fhocks were fo violent that I expe@ed
the carriage or wheels tobreak. However,
we got acrofs fafely, and without the leaft
accident. ‘There are feveral veftiges of
~ bridges, the arches ftanding, fome entire,
others partly in ruins, where they have in
vain endeavoured to make the road more
convenient; but the violence and fudden
{wellings of this river, have -rendered all
their labour hitherto ineffetual. This val-
ley isfkirted on the right and left by many
beautiful country-houfes, and terminated,
as it were, at one end, by a great bridge,
called Cornighiano, compofed of nine arches,
and is of fufficient extent to refift the over-
flowings of the river. It appears well in
profpet. Farther on, the fea and the pa-
lace Durazzo are clearly difcernible ; but the
poft-road does not pafs over the bridge; it
turns to the left, and leads to Genoa by the
magnificent fuburb of St. Pietro & Arena*.

® The poft-mafters obliged us to take fix hoifes for our
carriage, when we had reached half-way from Novi te Genos,
for the remainder of the journey.

5 ) - You

Cornigli-
ano

bridge.

Genos,
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You may fuppofe, I have feen nothing as yet
of Genoa, but from the windows of the inn,
The town feems much alive, and thickly
peopled, without noife or riot. The wo-
men’s drefs is fine, but fingular, I mean the
Bourgeoye, for 1 have feen no noble 1adies
pafs by : their heads ate wrapped up in a
piece of printed cotton, which looks Yikex
counterpane ; reaches down to their waltes,
and rolling it round them, they fold their
arms over the ends, bringing it fo clofe toges
ther before, that fcarce any part oftheir faces
canbefeen. They have firait-bodied gowns
with very long trdins of rich fattins, da=
matks, &c. thefe they do not give them-
felves the trouble to hold out of the dirt;

fo their tails fweep up all the ordure of the

fireets. This cuftom is, I prefume, a pre-
tence to magmficence. They generally wear

* longaprons of fine muflin trimmed with lace.

The poorer fort of women and paifannes
are wretchedly clothed ; they wear a pet-

‘ticoat of woollen, or firiped linen, with a

car_'/ét H
3
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corfet 3 their heads are quite naked, the hair
of the chignion rolled round and round at
the top of the back of the head, and feve-
ral pewter bodkins, as long as fkewers,
ftuck through it by way of ornament.
Our hoft kindly advertifes me, that the poft
is going out. You fee I do not negle& to
feize every opportunity of writing. Adieu.
You fhall hear from me again, as foon ag
I can colle&t fufficient materials to form
( hope) a more entertaining letter. I re-
main, as always, ¢¢.

P.’S. We have had no trouble with the
cuftom-houfe officers; for a fmall confide-
ration they cheerfully let us pafs without
any difficulty, o M—’s afluring them we

had nothing feizable. Our name has been

fent to the Doge.  This cuftom is whatall
fixangers muft comply with. '
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-LETTER XV,

| Genoa, No;/._ 5th', 't7l7o.
"Have been confined to my bed two
days, with a rheumatic pain‘v'in my
cheek, and a bad cold ; M—— has had
a blood-fhot eye, which has been extremely
troublefome to him ; but at prefent we are
both pretty well recovered. I fo dreaded
being confined by illnefs, and confequently
detained here longer than agreeable to us,
that T determined to apply an outward re-
- medy to my cheek of fpirit of guaiacum,
and to take it inwardly at the fame time;
that by giving the rheumatifm no quarter,
I hope to have routed the enemy fo
~ that he fhall not be able to rally again.
For this purpofe, I fent to an apothecary
for the above drug : when it was brought
me, it appeared fo unlike, in colour and
confiftency, to the guaiacum I had feen
in England, that I feared he had made
fome miftake ; {o I feat for him : he came
' prefently
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prefently after; I was in bed, and my
curtains drawn, and M had him-
into the room. Upon feeing a handker-
chief tied over his eye, he concluded him
the patient who had fent for guaiacum;
and as I fuppofe he had been already
informed by the fervants that we had
queftioned the quality of his drug, he
with great vehemence, and violent aion,
cried out, on entering the room, Buono,
buono pergli occhi, bifogna frottare frottare.
Finding M—— did not inftantly comply

with his prefcription, he changed his note

from frottare to avalare. 1laughed fo much

in my bed, that I could not {peak ; as for

M—— he was too much charmed with the

apothecary’s error to attempt undeceiving

him for fome moments; at laft he afked

_him gravely, whether it was equally effica-
 cious for a rheumatic pain, as for a blood-
fhot eye. He readily aflented; and had
we added any other malady, he would, no .
doubt, hévg perfifted inthe fame remedy. In
T fhort,
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fhort, with him, {pirit of guaiacam was the
Grand clixir. But his wretchednefs and
poverty, or avarice, was fuch, that allf his
" ardour proceeded from the fear of his not
difpofing of his drug, as he demanded 24
fols for a fmall phial half full. This man,
in appearance, was the counterpart of
Shakefpear’s apothecary; and had he been
of Mantua, I fhould have concluded him
a lineal defcendant of ¢ that caitsff wretch,
whofe tattered weeds and overwhelming
brows, &c.” However, upon inquiry, find-
ing his drug to be really fome preparation
" of guaiacum, F fpread it over my check,
and in half an hour it gave me eafe;
but it was fo firong, that had it been
applied to the eyes, I fuppofe M
‘would never have feen more. He is per-
fe@ly recovered by ufing plantain-water
and tutty.
There is fomething very fhocking in
being ferved entirely by men, till cuftom
and neceflity reconciles you in fome mea-

fure
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fure to it. There are no females to be feen
in an Italian inn, Our expcnées here are
a fequin a head per day *; for this they
give us three or four difhes, confifting of
a foup, the fow! that has been boiled in it,
with "or without rice, very indifferent

indeed ; a fry of liver and brains, or fome

fuch thing ; thefe are our ftanding difhes }
befides which, they vary from one day to
another, pigeons a la crapodine, and fome-
times ragoued in oil ; partridges in fricando,
and with cabbage, &. ; but their conftant
ufe of oil (which is feldlom good) even
fometimes in their foups, is extremely
difgufting to us. 'We may have roaft

® The valet de chambre, who is owr courier, about fix
livres per day ; laguais de louage, 40 fals éach, and they find
themfelves, As the wine of the inn is not good, we have
any fort we choole, by the flak, from the noble families of
Doria, Balbis, Spinola, Duragzo, Grimaldi, &Je. &5c. ; for
thefe nobles do not efleem themfclves atull debafed by vending
g fAatk of wice, or a halfpenny worth of oil and vinegar, and
3!l forts of liquors by the glafs.  This is what one may call
trading in a great fiyke. There is nothing a noble Genoefe
wonld not fell ; yet they fancy themfelves much fuperior in
rank to what is called the mercantile part of Genoa,

Veor.I. R . meat
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meat if we choofe it; but their manner.
of roafting is thus, after oiling the meat
with a feather, they fufpend it over a char-
coal fire, until it is become fo dry and
brittle as to admit of pulverifation. Fifh
18 rarely to be had, except upon les jours
maigre, when the galley flaves, chained two
and two together, cry it about the fireets;
itgenerally confiftsof oyfters, fhrimps, {mall
flounders, and fprats. Ihave had thefe poor
creatures called up to the door, in order to
buy from them myfelf, not from a motive of
gluttony, but that our hoft might not make
a hard bargain with them. They wear a
kind of waiftcoat and trowfers of flannel ;
their heads are bare, as are their legs and
feet. I intend to go on board the galleys
before we quit Genoa, when I fhall be able
to give you a more exa& defcription of
them. The great fearcity of fith 'is not
owing to awant of abundance in the gulph,
but to a tax upon this article when expofed
for fale in the markets, which raifes the
' prlcc
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. price to the buyer above that of butchers
meat, although that is fold at twelve
fols the pound; the Genoefe do not eat
much meat. The poorer fort efpecially
live almoft entirely upon chefnuts § and
macaroni. Bread is excellent here, but very
deart; the corn with which it is made comes
from Sicily. The air is fo much warmer
at this place than at Turin, that we can-
not bear a fire in our apartment.” Here
are great plenty of flowers, which are fold
extremely cheap, and come out of the gar-
«dens in the environs of Genoa. Thefe
bouquets are compofed of rofes, carnations,
china-pinks, Catalonian jeffamin, violets ;
1’ The chefnuts that Campo Maroni afford are excel-
lent, and have not that cloying fweetnefs of thofe in England.
Water melons are in great plenty, and grapes ; but thefe are
not as yet quite ripe. Here are alfo green peas of a very

good kind ; the brocoli would be excellent, if the Itahans
knew how to drefs it,
+ Fourteen bakers work night and day the year round,
. ‘The price of rolls of the fize of thofe calléd French'rolls ac
Bath, are dearer by a halfpenny than in that town. .

R 2 the
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the green of lavender-cotton, dittany of
Crete; and & very aromatic fweet-fcented .
rofemary ; lavender in great plenty, and
knotted marjoram of .an exquifite {mell. -

I inclode you the copies of our letters to
the families of Spinola, Balbls, and Du-
razzo, from the ambaffadrefs of Spain, and
France; both thefe families are (un-
luckily) at Nevi  This eircumiftance
will, however, leave us at liberty to quit
the town when we have feen every thing
worth notice. Madama Balbis and Ma-
dama Durazzo have the chara&er of be-
ing uncommenly polite to firangers; the
former has diftinguithed many Englifh
by her obliging prejudices to that nation;
the latter is fuppofed to be rather partial to
the French. ‘

We are juft returned from a walk abeut
the town. The Strada Nuova, and Strada
Balbi; are the wideft and beft fireets. The
architeGture of the palaces that adorn them

3 - 18
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is admirable, and would ippear to much
greater advantage was the area wider, This
circumftance muft always be regretted by
the lovers of archite@ture, as it is impof--
fible for a fpe@ator to place himfelf in fuch
a manner as to fec the fronts in a proper
point of view: the houfes are allo ex-
tremely high. Although there is a profu-
fion of marble ia this country, many of the
palaces are painted upon the outfide with.
reprefentations of ruftic bafes, columns,
entablatures, frizes, &-c. which ounght to
have been executed in marble, Where this
painting is well preferved, it deceives ata
lide diftance, by a truth inthe perfpstiva.
The colours chiefly made ufe of, are nat as
well chofen as I think they might have been;
for inflapee, that of Grimaldi is almoft
black ; of Durazzo, yeHow and white;
others, fhades of green and a dirty brick-
duft red. The marble ornaments of moft
of the door-cafes are magnificent, and in a
great ftyle of architeGure, The famous |

’ R 3 church
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church of St. Siro is lined throughout-

with marble; this is the old cathedral,
remarkable for the councils held here,

'and the plots formed for revolutions,

many of which have taken place accord-
ing to the hiftory of “this city. It now
i)elongé to the convent of the Theatins.
This church is fo ornamented and gilt,
as to appear loaded, and encumbered, one

decoration * hiding another. The cieling

is painted by Carloni, but indifferent-
ly, the colouring too yellow. In a chapel
is a Nativity, by Cambiagi; this picture

~ has but a fmall degree of merit.—Return-

ing home in the dufk of the evening, we
pafled by a church ; perceiving it illuminat-
ed, we entered ; there we found a very con-
fiderable audience, and a fine band of mu-
fick. The altar was richly decked ; fifty-

four large wax tapers, in candlefticks of

filver about four feet high, were placed

- pyramidically at its fides, and it was co-

vered with relicks, chefs of faints, gar-

lands
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lands of flowers, a magnificent fun, an-
gels, &c. in filver. The ‘appearance
altogether was rather theatrical than re-
ligious; the mufic good, and the fym-
phonies fo lively, that they feemed to me
to announce the entry of the baller. 1
could think of nothing but dancing; and
had I not been fure I was in a church, I
fthould have believed myfelf at the overture
of an opera: nor by the countenances and
manners of the congregation, could you
fuppofe they were aﬂi{’cihg at a religious
ceremony. However, fuperftition is not
wanting ; the people who enter the church,
both male and female, drop down at once
upoh their knees, bow their heads pﬁ)- |
foundly, then feize the holy-water brufh, |
and fprinkle and crofs themfelves with
great ardour, firiking their breafts at the
fame time. I plainly perceived, that the
fair Genoefe knew how to unite gallantry
with devotion ; and that many of thofe
ladies, who had been the moft préciﬁ: in

R 4 crofing
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" crofling and fprinkling, had been no lefs
juft to the hour of aflignation. - There is
more love in an Italian church thanina
French theatre. Many handfome women
aflited at this fpiritual concert, but they
do not owe their beauty entirely to Na-
ture; their complexions are for the moft
part browa ; and have generally fine black’
eyes, whofe fire they augment by rouge
(but not laid on in the French fiyle); the
Genoefe endeavour to imitate Nature, They
turn to good account the great veils they
wrap their heads in, as they can orguer
with more privacy, by their artful manner
of half' concealing their faces. Some noble
ladies were there; they wore a black
gauze hood pulled down fo as to cover their
faces, but not conceal them.—1 obferved a
few piCtures in this church, but the lamps
that were burning before them f{moked
fo much, that I could not fee whether they
were good or bad.—The fituation of this
town is fine ; it forms a great amphithe-
atre;
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atre, foaoped out as it were down to the fea.
Excepting the freets I meationed, all the:
' others are extremely narrow*: I fhould alfa.
except the Plazza del Annonciata, which is
tolerably large, where the coaches aflemble’
and wnit; alfo the Porin St. Thomafs, before:
the palaceof P. Darria, isconfiderableenough.
"The houfes are flat roofed, and have either
a low parapet round the top of the wall, or:
a baluftrade, on which are placed flower~
_pots;. ‘containing myrtles, Catalonia jeffa-
mine, and other odoriferous green-houfe
plants, which live outall the winter in this
mild climate : alfo, 1 obferved feveral an-
nuals and perennials, as éoxcombs, trrco-
lors, cardinals, female balfamines, ftocks,
and wall-flowers ftifl in pcrfe&ion, with
the addition of fome fine carnations. There
are light arbours, or what the French call

* Narrow fo as that, from the upper fiaries of the houfes,

two perfons - leaning out of the oppoﬁte windows might fhake
hands acrofs.

Berceaus
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Berceaus of Trelyffe, painted and fixed .on
thefe flat roofs, over which they' trail wood-
bine, jeffamine, gourd, &c. to protect them
from the heat of the fun, and the women
in fine weathier pafs moft of their time on
the tops of their houfes, 1'mean the fimple
" Bourgeoife ; for the noble ladies have mag-
" nificent terraflesthat commuanicate with their
apartments, and which are thaded in the moft
convenient manner, with filk-awnings; and
alleys formed of orange and lemon-trees,
in tubs.—We have.deftined to-morrow for
" feeing palaces and pictures. I fhall leave
the cuftoms and manners of the Génoefe
to my laft letter from this place, ‘in order
to be as full-as I can:upon thofe fubje@s.
We never let pafs an opportunity of -pro-
curing ~information from thofe we converfe
with, in order to compare and judge of the
truth by their differing or agreeing, upon
the fame matter, &c. Here are arrived
two Englith gentlemen of our acquaint-
'  ancé
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- agreeable cigcumftance to us.

LETT ER XVI.

o ) November the 6th

WE have vifited two palaces only; th

days being fhort, and the {ky over-
caft, it was not poﬁible to fee more pic-
tures than thefe contain, namely, that of
Giacomo Balbi, and the othér (fituated in
~ the fame ftreet that bears their name) Mar-
cellino Maria Balbi. In both are a great
many *pamtlnfrs worthy the attention of
the curious ; but there are fome few in the

Giacomo
Balbi Pa-
lace.

Marcelli-
no Maria
Balbi pa-
lace.

firft, which I think Cochin fays more of |

than they merit. One‘is a St. Sebaftian,
large as Nature, by Vandyke ; it w